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LETTER     I. 

Alexandria,  1779. 

ADDRESS  to  you,  Madam,  the  follow- 
ing Letters,  forming  a  fequel  to  thofe  on  Egypt. 
Deign  to  receive  them  with  indulgence,  and 
accept  them  as  the  offering  of  gratitude. 
They  contain  my  obfervations  on  thofe  parts 
of  Greece  which  I  vifited  in  the  courfe  of 
two  years.  Acquainted  as  you  are  with  hif- 
B  tory. 
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tory,  guided  by  a  natural  good  tafte,  and  en- 
lightened by  the  fludy  of  the  fine  arts,  you 
prefer  to  all  other  countries  that  which  had 
the  glory  of  bringing  thofe  arts  to  perfedion. 
I  am  perfectly  of  your  opinion  :  the  country 
of  Homer,  of  Socrates,  and  fo  many  other 
great  men  whom  their  virtues  or  talents 
have  immortalized,  has  a  claim  to  the  love 
and  veneration  of  all  ages.  The  traveller  of 
fenfibility,  led  by  the  enthufiafm  infpired  by 
thofe  places,  once  the  theatre  of  fo  many  me- 
morable events,  will  long  continue  to  vifit 
them.  But,  alas  !  inflead  of  a  free,  learned, 
and  warlike  people,  he  will  find  pufillanimous 
and  ignorant  flaves  ;  inflead  of  flourifhing 
cities,  he  will  meet  with  nothing  but  heaps  of 
ruins,  and  fcattered  and  mutilated  marbles, 
inflead  of  the  famous  monuments  of  ancient 
genius.  Yet  if  his  refearches  be  conduced  by 
found  fenfe,  if  he  be  exempt  from  prejudices, 
and  corredl  in  his  defcriptions,  even  this  con- 
trafl  will  fupply  interefling  objeds  and  ufe- 
ful  truths.  You  already  have  a  glimpfe.  Ma- 
dam, of  one  part  of  the  fcenes  about  to  open 
to  your  view.  The  obfcurity,  indeed,  in 
which  they  are  enveloped,  does  not  permit 
you  to  difcera  their   eflecls.     Let  us  approach 

them 
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them  fomewhar.  nearer,  the  darkncls  will  dif- 
appear  ;  we  fhall  fee  them  as  they  have  been 
(ketched  by  nature,  for  in  her  colours  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  pourtray  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  the  utmoft  refpeâ;, 
Madam, 
Your  moft  humble  and  moll 
obedient  fervant, 

Savarv» 


B  2  LET. 
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To  M.  L.  M. 

Akxandria,  Sept.  1779. 

1  AM  preparing,  Madam,  to  leave  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  where  I  have  pafled  four  months, 
fmce  my  return  from  Cairo.  My  flay  here 
has  been  exceedingly  agreeable,  thanks  to  the 
kindnefs  of  M.  Taitbout  de  Marigni,  the 
French  conful,  who  invited  me  to  his  table, 
and  fliewed  me  every  poffible  politenefs.  I 
have  employed  my  leifure  hours  in  examining 
this  city,  its  harbours  and  environs,  and  in 
defcribing  them,  as  you  have  feen  in  my  for- 
mer work. 

In  confequence  of  the  war  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  the  Mediterranean  fwarms 
with  Englilh  privateers,  and  our  regular 
trading  veflels  no  longer  make  their  ufual 
voyages.  I  have  therefore  been  obliged  to 
wait  for  a  neutral  fliip,  and  have  agreed 
with  a  captain  of  Zante,  an  ifland  belonging 
-tb  the  Venetians,    to  convey  me   to   Candia, 

He 
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He  is  at  this  moment  ready  to  fail,  and  I 
muft  haften  on  board  :  Adieu,  ye  burning 
Chores  of  Egypt  !  I  lay  afide  with  pleafure  the 
turban,  the  long  robe,  and  the  muflacbio, 
thofe  rieceffary  habiliments  for  every  Euro- 
pean who  is  inclined  to  vifit  thefe  countries. 
Adieu,  ye  fuperb  monuments,  on  which  I  have 
fo  often  gazed  with  admiration  and  aftonifii- 
ment  !  I  rejoice  that  I  have  feen  you  ;  but 
wijfh  not  to  behold  you  a  fécond  time,  tili 
the  country  in  which  you  rear  your  lofty 
heads  Ihall  be  no  longer  under  the  dominion 
of  a  barbarous  people.  Adieu  !  ye  ever  ver- 
dant gardens  of  Rofetta  and  Damietta,  and 
ye  groves,  the  foft  retreats  of  voluptuous  en- 
joyment !  How  do  your  perfumes  embalm  the 
air  !  How  delightful  were  the  coolnefs  of  your 
charming  {hades,  impenetrable  to  the  ardour  of 
a  burning  fun,  did  not  death  await  the  rafh 
mortal  who  fhall  too  thoughtlefsly  dare  to 
enter  them.  Such,  Madam,  were  my  re- 
flexions, whilft  I  cafl  a  parting  glance  on  ob- 
jects by  which  I  had  been  fo  deeply  affefted, 
as  I  followed  the  Zanthiot  captain  to  the 
fliip.  The  boat  glided  gently  over  the  fur- 
face  of  an  unruffled  fea,  and  my  reverie  con- 
tinued till  fuddenly  it  (truck  againft  the  veflel, 

when 
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when  the  fhock  diffipated  the  illufion,  and  I 
piounted  the  deck. 

We  have  weighed  anchor.  A  favourable 
breeze  fwells  our  fails,  and  wafts  us  from  the 
fhore.  We  have  already  paifed  the  Diamond, 
a  rock  fo  called,  fituated  at  the  extremity  of 
the  Ifle  of  Pharos,  which,  when  the  fea  is  calm, 
rears  its  threatening  head  above  the  waters  ; 
but  in  ftormy  weather  is  entirely  covered  by 
the  waves.  Mariners  mufl  pafs  round  it  to 
enter  the  harbour  j  but  its  fituation  is  well 
known,   and  it  is  eafily  avoided. 

At  the  diftance  we  now  are  from  Alexan- 
dria, fhat  city  appears,  in  perfpeclive,  forming 
a  fernicircle  on  the  fhore.  Part  of  the  houfes, 
illuminated  by  the  fun,  reflccl:  a  vivid  light, 
.and  advance  fpr\Yard  in  the  picture,  while  the 
reft,  enveloped  in  the  {hade,  appear  in  the 
back-ground.  About  them  rife  the  flender 
Minarets,  which  feem  to  lofe  themfelves  in  the 
air.  The  principal  pbjeâ:  in  this  landfcape  is 
the  pillar  of  Alexander  Severus  *,  which 
commands  the  whole  city.  This  is  the 
firft    thing    difcovered    when     we    make   the 


*  Commonly  called   Pompcy's   Pillar.     Sec   the  author's 
Letters  on  E^^^y}  t. 
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land  ;  and  the  lafl  we  lofe  fight  of  when  we 
leave  it.  Hail  to  the  greatefl  column  human 
power  has  ever  ereded  !  Still  does  this  teflify 
to  travellers,  that  the  arts  have  once  flourifhed 
in  this  country,  now  the  feat  of  ignorance  and  , 
barbarifm.  Adieu  !  magnificent  monument, 
which  wert  fo  often  the  objeâ;  of  my 
walks  !  Never  could  I  be  weary  of  contem- 
plating the  majefty  of  thy  ihaft,  and  thy 
enormous  capital.  But  while  I  fpeak  it 
leflens  infenfibly,  and  now  appears  only  a 
black  fpeck  amid  the  vapours  of  the  atmo- 
fphere.  Has  Egypt  then  fo  foon  vanifhed  from 
my  fight  ! 

It  is  not  without  regret,  Madam,  that  we 
quit  a  country  in  which  we  have  paffed  fe- 
veral  years  of  our  youth,  in  which  we  have 
beheld  the  wonders  of  antiquity,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  few  tranfient  moments  of  happinefs 
by  an  infinity  of  fatigues  and  perils.  A 
kind  of  melancholy  takes  poifeifion  of  the 
foul.  The  more  lively  our  fenfations  have 
been,  the  more  difficulty  do  we  find  in  de- 
taching ourfelves  from  the  fcenes  which  gave 
them  birth.  We  are  perpetually  recalling  the 
images  of  objedls,  by  which  we  have  been 
deeply    affeQed,  and,    recolleding  them,  feel 

îinew 
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anew  every  paffion  they  have  infpired.  Not 
unfrequently  do  they  excite  tears,  and  we 
feel  an  irrefiftible  charm,  which  we  endeavour 
to  prolong,  till,  fatigued  with  fenfibility,  it 
becomes  neceflary  to  give  rell  to  the  mind  by 
transferring  our  attention  to  other  objefts. 

I  fhall  continue,  Madam,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  to  defcribe,  with  all  the  exaclnels 
I  am  capable  of,  the  places  I  may  vifit  ;  nor 
Ihall  I  omit  the  reflexions  they  may  fuggell, 
or  my  own  feelings,  in  every  fituation.  What 
can  be  more  interefting  than  the  hiftory  of 
the  human  heart  ?  And  how  can  this  be  better 
written  than  by  faithfully  relating  the  im- 
preflions  made  on  us  by  each  new  objed,  and 
in  every  various  fituation  ? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET. 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


On  board. 


w 


E  enjoy,  Madam,  the  fmefl  -weather 
Imaginable  :  not  a  cloud  obfcures  the  fWy, 
and  à  fputh-eafl  wind  wafts  us  directly  to- 
ward the  port  to  which  our  wiflies  tend. 
We  have  now  entirely  loll  fight  of  land, 
and,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  only  view  the 
immenfe  abyfs  of  the  waters,  and  the  vail  ex- 
panfe  of  the  heavens.  How  awful  is  this 
fight  !  How  does  it  infpire  the  mind  with 
great  ideas  !  How  adventurous  is  man,  who 
trufts  his  fortune  and  his  life  to  this  frail 
veflel .  he  has  built,  vv^hich  a  worm  may  pierce, 
or  a  f  ngle  blafl  dafh  to  pieces  againft  a  rock  ! 
Yet  in  this  he  braves  the  fury  of  the  ocean. 
But  how  admirable  is  his  ingenuity!  He  com- 
mands the  winds,  enchains  them  in  the  can- 
vas, and  forces  them  to  conduct  him  where 
he  pleafes.  He  fails  from  one  end  of  the 
world  to  the  other,  and  traverfes  the  immenfe 

liquid 


10  LETTERS 

liquid  plains,  without  any  fignals  to  direct 
him.  He  reads  his  courfe  in  the  heavens.  A 
needle,  which  wonderfully  points  perpetually 
to  the  Pole,  and  the  obfervation  of  the  ftars, 
inform  him  where  he  is.  A  few  lines  and 
points  mark  out  to  him  the  iflands,  coafls, 
and  (hoals,  which  his  fkill  enables  him  to  ap* 
proach  or  avoid  at  pleafure.  Yet  has  he 
caufe  to  tremble,  notwithftanding  all  his 
fcience  and  all  his  genius  !  The  fire  of  the 
clouds  is  kindling  over  his  head,  and  may 
confume  his  dwelling.  Unfathomable  gulphs 
are  yawning  beneath  his  feet,  and  he  is  fe- 
parated  from  them  only  by  a  fingle  plank. 
His  confidence  might  make  us  imagine  he 
knew  himfelf  immortal  ;  yet  he  muft  die — 
die  never  to  reVive  again  ! 

I^have  the  honour  to  be,  Sçc, 


LET- 
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LETTER     IV. 

To  M.  I..  M. 

On  board. 


HAVE  rifen  before  the  twilight.  Madam, 
to  contemplate  at  my  leifure  the  rifing  of  the 
lull.  This  fight,  in  the  wide  and  Ihorelefs 
ocean,  is  the  mod  wonderful  and  glorious 
fcene  that  nature  offers  to  the  eye  of  man. 
1  fliall  endeavour  to  defcribe  it,  if  not  with 
all  the  eloquence  and  grandeur  of  imagery  it 
deferves,  at  lead,  with  as  much  fidelity  as 
polîible. 

The  weather  is  ferenc,  the  air  calm,  the 
freflmefs  of  the  morning  delicious.  A  light, 
but  favourable,  breath  of  wind  wafts  us 
gently  along,  and  nothing  difturbs  the  pro- 
found filcnce  that  reigns  upon  the  waters. 

The  lew  Itars  which  dill  fparkle  in  tlie 
firniament  are  about  to  difappear.  Already 
the  hril  ravs  of  day  pierce  through  the 
blueifli  vapour  of  the  horizon  ;  while  retreating 
night  collects  her  lleeting  fnades  in  the  weft. 

The 
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The  eafl  gradually  colours,  and  (Ireaks  the 
azure  vault  with  purple.  The  fcene  varies 
every  inflant.  Each  objeft  becomes  more 
enlightened,  and  its  colours  more  lively.  What 
a  fcene  at  length  opens  !  a  thoufand  golden 
rays,  iiTuing  from  one  common  centre,  di- 
vide themfelves  in  the  air.  The  vi^hole  eall 
feems  on  fire.  The  fun  is.  about  to  appear  ; 
already  I  perceive  his  radiant  difk  upon  the 
horizon.  He  appears  to  rife  from  the  centre  of 
the  waves,  and  feems  to  repofe  an  inflant  on 
the  liquid  furface,  as  on  a  throne.  How  is 
the  eye  dazzled  with  his  fplendor,  while  he 
lifes  majeftically  above  the  waters,  which  re- 
flets his  image  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand 
times  !  Hail,  glorious  luminary,  great  fource 
of  light  to  the  univerfe,  all  hail  !  Thy  pre- 
fence  reanimates  every  living  being,  and  dif- 
fufes  joy  through  every  heart.  Glory  be  to 
the  hand  that  traced  out  thy  path  through 
the  heavens  ! 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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'■/{\   ftLid  ç^,iii;:j.i;joj-n   o^Iii 

F'  ;'j    :;.;'t    '  ;  f-MiIi.  ..;    •.  jv  '     '  ;:r70Ji 

I V  E ,  dajrs .  ;  have  eUj^fe^,;  Ma'^allH  i  ^  ^n?^ 
our  departure  from  Alexandria,  and  our  véiîçi 
has  .ah\ays  r  go-ne  before!  the;  wind.  Had  it 
blown  a  little  flronger  we  fhould  not  have 
been  far  from  Candia  ;  but  it  has  continued 
fo  weak  that  we  are  hardly  half  way  thither, 
I  never  faw  the  fea  more  calm  ;  we  proceed 
as  gently  as  if  we  were  floating  with  the 
flream  of  a  river.  Nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable  than  our  voyage.  Seated  under  a 
canopy  which  fhelters  us  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  and  cooled  by  the  refrefhing  ze- 
phyrs, w'hich  play  among  the  fails,  we  con- 
tinue to  advance  infenfibly.  Notwithftanding 
our  progrefs  is  fo  flow,  if  the  fame  wind  con- 
tinues all  night,  we  fliall  to-morrow  be  within 
fight  of  Rhodes,  which  is  but  a  fmall  dlft:ance 
from  Crete. 

Till 
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Till  five  in  the  morning  we  have  enjoyed 
the  mofl:  delightful  weather  ;  but  the  horizon 
in  the  weft  appears  now  gradually  to  overcafl  ; 
vapours,  at  firfl  light  and  fcarcely  perceptible, 
begin  to  extend,  heap  up,  and  thicken.  Al- 
ready they  form  a  circle  of  dark  clouds,  which 
like  mountains,  hide  from  lis  the  lafl:  rays  of 
the  fetting  fun.  Is  this  the  fore-runner  of  a 
ftorm  ?  Our  mariners  are  of  that  opinion. 
We  fball  foon  fee  how  far  their  prefages  are 
right. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET. 
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L  E  r  T  E    R     VI. 


To  U.  L.'M. 

On  boaid. 

HE  fearâ  of  the  iailors,  Madam,  were, 
not  without  foundation,  the  wind  has  changed. 
The  eaflern  gale  no  longer  wafts  us  gently  on 
our  way.  A  torrent  of  air,  burfliing  from  the 
weft,  has  driven  us  towards  the  burning  coun- 
tries of  Afia,  and  oppofes  itfelf  as  a  barrier  to 
our  paflage.  In  vain  do  we  ftruggle  againft 
its  violence  ;  we  lofe  on  every  tack,  and  re- 
cede inflead  of  advancing.  Thick  clouds  ob- 
fcure  the  fiice  of  the  fun,  and  the  darkened 
ocean  is  covered  with  foam.  Roaring  waves 
continually  lafli  the  fides  of  the  velTel,  and  the 
winds  howl  horribly  among  the  rigging. 
The  over-flretched  fails  break  with  violence 
from  the  yards,  and  the  mafts  bend  and  crack 
with  the  rolling  of  the  vefTel,  which,  every 
moment,  feems  ready  to  fhiver  into  a  thoufand 
pieces. 

All   the  failors  are  in    motion  ;  the  captain 

is 


i6  LETTERS 

is  obliged  to  ftrain  his  voice  to  give  his  orders. 
The  hehn  is  confided  to  the  moft  experienced 
failor.  Some  attend  the  ropes,  while  others, 
clinging  to  the  end  of  a  yard,  are  taking  in  a 
iail,  and,  balancing  themfelves  as  the  fhip 
rolls,  grapple  a  rope  with  their  feet,  and  la- 
bour with  their  hands,  at  the  rifl-:  of  being  pre- 
cipitated every  moment  into  the  fea. 

For  feven  days,  fucceffively,  we  have  never 
ceafed  tacking;  but  in  vain.  We  are  con- 
tinually lofing  way  ;  and,  fhould  this  weather 
laft,  we  fliall  make  Cyprus,  or  the  coaft  of 
Syria.  I  am  now  convinced  our  velTel  is  but 
an  indifferent  failer,  and  the  crew  extremely 
ignorant.  Our  faflors  are  Greeks,  who  know 
iittle  of  the  working  of  a  fhip,  and  are. flow 
in  performing-  the  little  they  do  know,  .Neyer 
have;  they  once  been  able  to  put  the  fhip  about 
with  the  head  to  the  wind,  fo  that  as  ofteaas  they 
change  the  tack  wç  lofe  more  way  than  we  have 
gained.  Nor  has..the  captain  more  knowledge  ; 
Jie  has-  not  taken  one ,  obfervation  cf  the  lati- 
tude ;  nor  has  he.  on  board  either  feûcr  or 
quadrant,  with  the  .ufe  of  which  he  is  totally 
unacquainted.  He  is  equally  a  flranger  to  the 
ufe  of  fea-charts,  or  the  riiethod  of  meafuring 
a  fhip's   way  by   the  leg.     In   fuie,    he    is    a 

genuine 


ONGREECE.  i; 

genuine  boat-mafter,  who  finds  his  Avay 
in  the  day,  by  foHowing  the  courfe  of  the 
fun,  and  at  night,  by  obfervation  of  the 
ilars.  In  cloudy  weather,  he  fleers  as  well 
as  he  can,  by  the  compafs,  of  which  he 
knows  not  even  the  declination.  I  am  almcil 
tempted  to  fancy  him  one  of  the  pilots  of  the 
ancient  Greeks,  and  to  fuppofe  that  he  was 
at  the  fiege  of  Troy,  and  that  one  of  the  fa- 
bulous deities  has  reftored  him  to  life,  to  prove 
to  us  the  truth  of  the  everlafling  voyages 
of  IIomer*s  heroes.  However  that  may 
bbC,  I  do  not  think  we  ihali  very  foon  reach 
Candia. 

Our  doubts  are  ended.  We  give  up,  at 
ieaft  for  the  prefent,  all  hope  of  reaching  Crete. 
Wearied  with  fruitlefs  druggies  againft  oppofmg 
fortune,  our  captain  has  juft  turned  his  prow 
toward  Afia  Minor.  We  are  going,  he  tells 
us,  to  feek  for  fhelter  in  fome  port,  and  when 
the  weather  is  more  favourable,  we  ftiall  re- 
new our  voyage.  He  does  not  know  where 
we  fhall  touch  ;  but  if  he  once  makes  land, 
he  will  do  every  thing  in  his  power  not  to 
lofe  fight  of  it  again.  Thus  do  the  Greeks 
manage  a  fhip.     As  for  myfelf,  I  begin  to  re- 

C  pent 
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pent    embarking    with     fuch     a    pilot.       But 
the   dye    is    thrown,     and   I   muft    (land   the 

chance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER     VII. 


To  M.  L.  M. 


o 


U  R  deftiny.  Madam,  has  fuffered  no 
change.  The  wind  keeps  conflantly  in  the 
ueft,  and  has  driven  the  clouds  toward  the 
frozen  fummits  of  Lebanon.  The  fky,  at 
length,  clears  up,  and  we  are  bearing  down 
upon  the  land,  which  has  been  announced  by 
the  failors  from  the  mail:  head.  On  deck,  we 
eould  only  difcern  fomething  refembling  a  cloud, 
which  enlarged  and  extended  itfelf  as  we  ad- 
vanced. We  now  know  it  to  be  the  continent 
of  Afia,  and  the  certainty  of  this  has  diffufed 
a  \general  joy  ;  but  flill  we  are  not  free  from 
anxiety.  The  captain  having  never  taken  any 
obfervation,  knows  nothing  of  our  latitude, 
and  cannot  tell  what  land  we  are  about  to 
make.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  we  keep 
advancing  toward  it. 

Objects  infenfibly  become  more  diftincl,  we 

perceive  mountains,  hills,  and  a  promontory, 

C  2  which, 
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which  running  out  into  the  fea,  preients  a 
barren  fhore  and  enormous  rocks.  Our  Tailors 
aflure  us,  the  high  land,  that  appears  in  the 
back  ground,  is  the  Ifiand  of  Caftel  Roffo  ;  they 
alfert  we  fhall  be  at  anchor  there  before  night, 
and  we  are  bearing  down  on  it  with  a  favour- 
able wind. 

We  approach  the  Ihore,  which  feems  def- 
titute  of  verdure  ;  but  in  fad,  the  fun  is  fet- 
ting  behind  the  mountains,  and  fhines  only 
upon  their  fummits.  The  Ihade  defcends 
rapidly  into  the  vallies,  and  the  eye  no 
longer  diftinguiihes  any  thing  but  as  through 
a  veil.  We  are  now,  thank  Heaven,  entering 
the  harbour  of  Caftel  Roflb,  and  about  to 
anchor,  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which 
that  fmali  town  is  built. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LE  T. 
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y  I 


To  M.  L.  M. 


Wi 


Cartel  Roflb. 


E  have  now.  Madam,  been  three  days 
at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Caftel  Roflb,  which 
time  I  have  employed  in  vifiting  the  country, 
of  which  I  can  now  lay  before  you  an  ac- 
curate account.  But  remember,  that  the 
truth  here  is  hideous.  The  more  faithful 
I  am  in  my  defer iptions,  the  more  will  you  be 
fhocked. 

This  ifland  is  fituated  in  the  wefliern  part  of 
a  femi-circular  bay,  on  the  coail  of  Caramania, 
or  the  ancient  Lycia.  It  is  but  half  a  league 
in  circumference,  and  is  only  feparated  from 
the  continent  by  a  narrow  (Ireight.  The  coaft 
is  inacceflible,  except  on  the  fide  of  the  har- 
bour, where  there  is  a  fmall  town,  confifling 
of  about  one  hundred  houfes.  It  is  built  upon 
a  rock,  on  the  point  of  which  is  a  fmalî 
Turkifh  fort,  which  ferves  to  frighten  away 
the   Corfairè.      The  fpace   it   occupies    is  ex- 

tremeh 
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tremely  confined,  both  by  lea,  and  a  very 
fteep  mountain,  above  three  hundred  feet 
high,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  wall, 
from  which  huge  mafles  of  rock  feem  ready 
to  fall  upon  the  houfes,  and  precipitate  them 
into  the  waves.  I  climbed  it  with  difficulty, 
and  found  on  its  fummit  a  plain,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  league  in  circuit,  uncultivated,  and 
nearly  covered  with  grafs,  half  burnt  up.  In 
the  middle  is  a  fmall  chapel,  very  wretched, 
and. very  folitary. 

Prom  this  eminence  we  difcover  the  Me- 
dite:ranean  to  the  north  and  fouth,  while 
the  reft  .of  the  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
Jofty  fummits  of  Mount  Taurus. ,  'When  we 
defcend  into  the  town,  we  find  ourfelyes  ^in 
a  bottom  environed  by  fteep  cliffs,  which  lofe 
themfelves  in  the  clouds.  Thefe  are  a  circle 
of  bare  and  hanging  rocks,  which,  heated  by 
the  'fun,  refîedl  a  vivid  light,  injurious  to  the 
eyes.  Never  did  verdure  embellifli  thefe  me- 
lancholy fhores  ;  we  only  meet  with  a  few 
bulbous  plants,  and  thorny  fhrubs,  which  de- 
light in  fuch  lituations.  Such  is  the  pro- 
fpeùl  the  inhabitants  of  Caftel  RoiTo  have  in- 
ceffantly  before  their  eyes.  It  prefents  the 
image  of  eternal  fterility  ;  nor  do  1  believe 
I  the 
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the   whole  world  affords  a  more  defolate  and 
horrid  habitation. 

You  may  imagine,  Madam,  how  Avretched 
tiie  Greeks,  who  inhabit  fuch  a  place,  muft 
be.  They  can  neither  fow  nor  reap.  The 
ifland  produces  neither  vegetables,  fruit,  nor 
grain.  Their  plantations  are  confined  to  about 
fifty  feet  of  olive  trees,  and  they  have  no 
cattle  but  goatsj  which  climb  among  the  rocks 
to  find  fubfiftence.  To  complete  their  mifery^ 
there  is  only  one  fpring  in  the  ifland,  and  that 
is  aimofl  at  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  from  whence 
the  women  are  obliged  to  fetch  water.  I 
have  often  feen  them  labouring  up  a  fleep  path, 
carrying  large  pitchers  on  their  Ihoulders,  and 
returning  heavily  laden,  at  the  rifk  of  being 
dafhed  to  pieces  with  their  burthen.  Such 
a  place  of  abode  is  not  to  be  envied.  Accord- 
ingly,  the  handfomefl  houfe  lets  only  at  twelve 
livres  (or  half  a  guinea)  a  year  ;  and  the  bride 
who  receives  for  her  portion  a  foot  of  olive 
ground  and  a  fhe-goat,  is  efteemed  wealthy. 

Fortune  feems  to  have  intended  to  recom- 
penfe  the  inhabitants  of  Caftel  Roffo,  by 
giving  them  indolent  neighbours.  In  the  time 
of  harveft,  they  pafs  over  into  Caramania,  and 
,get  in  the.  corn  for  the  Turks.     They  bring 

back 
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back  with  them  grain,  wine,  and  various  kinds 
of  provifions.  Their  fituation  has  rendered 
them  feamen,  and  they  make  voyages  during 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  return  in  winter, 
to  enjoy,  with  their  famihes,  the  gains  they 
have  made.  Mofl  of  them  carry  on  a  trade 
in  wood,  which  they  purchafe  at  a  low  rate, 
and  fell  high  at  Alexandria.  For  carrying 
this,  they  make  ufe  of  decked  boats,  which 
do  not  flow  much,  but  fail  very  quick,  and 
require  little  care.  They  likewife  fupply  their 
wants  by  filhing  ;  and  by  thefe  various  means 
obtain  a  fubfiftence. 

Could  you  imagine  it.  Madam  ;  on  this 
defolate  fpot  I  found  a  native  of  Provence, 
who  is  fettled  here,  and  connected  in  bufinefs 
with  a  Greek  ;  they  live  in  the  fame  houfe, 
and  are  partners  in  a  vefleL  The  former 
trades  with  the  Turks,  and  purchafes  fire- 
wood, and  timber  for  fhip-building,  in  Cara- 
mania,  which  the  other  fells  in  Egypt,  from 
whence,  in  return,  he  brings  various  articles 
which  are  ufeful  here.  They  appear  to  fubfift 
comfortably,  and  live  in  harmony  together. 
The  Frenchman  confiders  himfelf  as  the  agent 
of  his  nation,  and  renders  his  countrymen  all 
the  fervices  in  his  power  ;  in  return  for  which, 

he 
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he  receives  from  them  Ibme  little  prefenis.  I 
have  every  reafon  to  be  fatlsfied  with  his  po- 
litenefs.  To  do  us  honour  he  killed  a  fheqi, 
perhaps  the  only  one  in  the  ifland,  and  regaled 
us  in  the  befl  manner  he  could,  with  Mufca- 
dine  grapes,  gathered  on  the  Afiatic  fliore. 
The  oriental  cufloms  were  obferved  in  every 
thing.  We  eat  upon  the  ground,  feated 
round  the  dilhes,  on  the  carpet,  and,  after- 
ward, all  drank  out  of  one  large  cup,  the  only 
one,  doubtlefs,  in  the  poiVeflion  of  thefe 
partners.  Next  came  coffee,  and  then  pipes, 
of  which  we  were  obliged  heartily  to  partake. 
I  alked  our  hoft  many  queflions,  and  among 
the  novelties  I  learnt  from  him,  the  following 
appeared  worthy  to  be  preferved  : 

"  In  my  excurfions  through  the  mountains 
"  of  Caramania,"  faid  he,  "  I  found  at  the 
"  foot  of  a  tree,  fomewhat  different  from  the 
"  mulberry,  large  balls  or  cones,  of  a  white  and 
"  fine  filk,  much  bigger  than  thofe  of  the  com- 
*'  mon  filk-worm.  On  examining  the  leaves,  I 
"  difcovered  the  infeds  that  produced  them, 
**  fome  of  which  were  ftill  fpinning.  They 
'*  were  caterpillars  of  a  blackifh  colour, 
"  larger  than  filk-worms.  I  brought  away 
**  four  of  them,  and  fent  them  to  the  confuj 
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"  at  Rhodes  ;  but  they  cannot  have  been  re- 
"  ceived,  as  I  have  never  heard  of  them 
"  more." 

I  repeatedly  requeflcd  my  hofl  to  condud 
me  to  the  place  where  he  had  feen  this  fpecies 
of  filk-worm  ;  but  he  anfwered,  that,  war  hav- 
ing broke  out  between  the  Turks  of  that  pro- 
vince, it  was  impoffible  to  go  fo  far.  He 
promifed  me,  however,  as  foon  as  peace 
fhould  be  reftored,  to  fend  me  fome  of  them 
to  Candia,  with  the  leaves  of  the  trees  on 
which  they  feed.  I  relate  thefe  particulars, 
to  induce  travellers,  who  may  hereafter  vifit 
thefe  countries,  to  endeavour  to  procure  fome 
of  thefe  valuable  infefts.  The  trees  which 
grow  on  the  high  grounds  of  Caramania  would 
thrive  well  in  France,  and  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  mankind  in  general,  and  a'  fource 
of  riches  to  our  own  nation  in  particular, 
could  vv^e  difcover  and  multiply  a  new  fpecies 
of  worm  which  produces  filk. 


LET- 
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LETTER     IX. 

To  M.  L,  M. 

Wh  I  L  E  we  remain  at  Caftel  RolTo, 
Madam,  I  mull  not  omit  to  mention  fome 
beautiful  remains  of  antiquity  fituated  at  a 
fmall  diflance.  I  cannot  fay  whether  they  are 
known  ;  but  I  have  never  read  a  defcription  of 
them  in  any  author. 

About  half  an  hour's  fail  to  the  caft  of  the 
harbour  of  Caftel  Roflb,  is  a  creek  on  the  Afiatic 
coaft,  fituated  in  the  wideft  part  of  the  bay,  and 
near  a  league  in  length.  It  affords  a  commodi- 
ous harbour,  where  veiTels  are  fecure  from 
ftorms.  The  firft  objeft  that  Itrikes  the  eye  on 
approaching  the  land,  is  a  vaft  amphitheatre 
built  with  beautiful  ftones,  and  of  a  circular 
form.  It  is  about  feventy  feet  high,  and  has 
eighty  rows  of  feats,  raifed  one  above  the  other. 
At  the  fifth  row  from  the  top,  you  remark  at 
each  of  the  extremities  of  the  femi-circle,  a 
part   furrounded  by  a    baluftrade,    in  which, 

doubtlefs. 
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doubtlefs,  were  the  places  aflîgned  for  the 
principal  perl'onages  of  the  country.  This 
immenfe  amphitheatre  might  contain  the  in- 
habitants of  a  large  city,  and  ferve  for  public 
exhibitions  given  on  land,  or,  pofTibly,  on  the 
fea.  It  is  built  with  fuch  folidity  as  to  be  proof 
againft  the  ravages  of  time  ;  at  lead  it  has 
hitherto  fuffered  but  little  from  its  injuries. 
The  arena  alone  has  been  wafted  by  the  fea, 
which  feems  to  have  gained  upon  the  land. 
Beyond  this  amphitheatre  are  a  great  variety 
of  ruins.  The  moft  remarkable  are  difpofed 
around  a  vaft  vacant  fpace,  and  we  efpecially 
diflinguifh  the  fuperb  remains  of  a  fpacious 
building.  Huge  columns  overthrown,  others 
ftill  ereft,  thick  walls  half  demolifhed,  highly 
finiflied  capitals,  and  broken  cornices,  announce 
the  ruins  of  a  temple;  for  the  ancients  difplayed 
all  their  magnificence  in  the  edifices  confe- 
crated  to  the  gods.  At  the  foot  of  the  rocks 
which  furround  the  town,  our  admiration  is 
attracted  by  tombs  in  perfeft  prefervation, 
feme  of  which  are  furrounded  with  columns 
fupporting  a  dome  of  great  folidity.  Others 
are  merely  Sarcophagi  hewn  out  of  the  ftone. 
Several  of  them  confifting  of  a  fepulchral 
chamber,  cut  in  the  rock,  have  fteps  in  from 

by 
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by  which  we  afcend  to  a  periftile  fupported  by- 
columns.  Avarice,  which  tramples  under 
foot  the  moft  facred  laws,  has  violated  thelc 
Tcfpeâable  manfions  of  the  dead,  by  forcing 
away  the  (tones  which  defended  the  en- 
trance. 

Such,  Madam,  is  the  deplorable  condition 
of  this  ancient  and  once  flouriihing  city. 
The  harbour  deftitute  of  ftiips,  that  magni- 
ficent amphitheatre  without  fpeOators,  thofe 
piles  of  ruins,  thofe  tombs,  defpoiled  even  of 
the  bodies  they  contained,  infpire  the  tra- 
veller with  melancholy  refleftions.  Has  the 
fury  of  a  conqueror  deftroyed  this  city  ?  Has 
it  funk  •  under  the  ravages  of  time  ?  or  have 
man  and  the  elements  both  confpired  its 
ruin  ? 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  dreadful  earth- 
quakes, which  happened  under  the  monarchs 
of  the  lower  empire,  have  fwallowed  up  the 
lower  part  of  this  town.  The  ruins  we  find 
on  the  edge  of  the  fiiore,  and  even  in  the 
water,  certainly  favour  this  opinion.  Another 
proof  is,  that,  in  the  maiitinie  towns,  as  we 
may  obferve  Telmillus  on  the  fame  coafl  ; 
the  amphitheatres  were  at  fome  diflance  from 
the  fca,  and  fituated  on  Inch  high  ground  as 

to 
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to  fecure  them  from  its  waters.  At  prefent, 
when  the  fea  is  agitated,  the  waves  enter  that 
I  have  been  defcribing,  beat  againft  the  walls, 
and  ruin  the  arena.  The  tradition  of  the 
countr)',  too,  is,  that  half  of  this  city  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  an  earthquake.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  the  date  of  this  cataftrophe,  but 
the  faâ:  appears  indubitable. 

The  fight  of  the  ruins  of  a  city,  while  it 
afflicls  us  with  melancholy  fenfations,  only 
ftimulates  our  curiofity  the  more  to  difcover  its 
ancient  name,  and  what  it  was  in  former 
times.  Let  us  endeavour  to  inveftigate  thefe, 
and  take  Strabo,  one  of  the  moft  accurate  of 
ancient  geographers,  for  our  guide.  After 
defcribing  the  weilern  part  of  Lycia,  he  adds, 

"  Afcending  the  river  Xanthus  for  the 
*'  fpace  of  ten  furlongs,  we  arrive  at  the 
**  temple  of  Latona,  and,  fixty  furlongs  above, 
**  the  city  of  Xanthus,  one  of  the  largeft  of 
^^  all  Lycia.  Beyond  this  is  Patara,  a  con- 
'""  fiderable  city,  which  has  a  harbour  and 
**■  feveral  temples.  It  was  founded  by  Patarus, 
^^  and  enlarged  by  Ptolemy  Phiiadelphus,  who 
*'  called  it  Ariinoe  of  Lycia,  in  honour  of  his 
J**  queen.  Farther  on  (lands  the  city  of  Myra, 
*'  on  a  high   hill,   twenty  furlongs  from  the 

"  fea; 
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*'  fea  ;  and  proceeding  onv/ard,  we  arrive  at 
"  the  mouths  of  the  river  Limyrus,  and  the 
"  city  of  Limyra,  a  league  diftant  from  the 
«  fea-(hore  faj:' 

Let  us  now  examine  the  account  of  the 
fame  places  in  Pomponius  Mela.  This  au» 
thor  proceeds  in  his  defcription  from  eail  to 
weft. 

"  Beyond  the  promontory  formed  by  Mount 
"  Taurus,  we  find  the  river  Limyra,  with 
"  a  city  of  the  fame  name.  This  diftrict  con- 
"  tains  feveral  towns,  of  which  none  are  of 
*'  any  importance  except  Patara.  The  latter 
"^  is  famous  for  its  temple  of  Apollo,  which 
"  formerly  was  as  much  celebrated  for  its 
"  riches  and  the  refpcct  paid  to  its  oracles,  as 
"  that  of  Delphos.  Beyond  is  the  river  Xan- 
"  thus,  with  a  city  of  the  fame  name  (hj.'* 

Both  thefe  geographers,  you  perceive.  Ma- 
dam, place  Patara  between  the  mouths  of 
the  Xanthus  and  Limyra,  and  in  all  that 
fpace,  mention  no  other  city  with  a  harbour  ; 
it  feems  highly  probable,  therefore,  that  the 
ruins  in  queftion  are  thofe  of  Patara,  fincc  they 
are  fituated  between  theie  two  rivers,  -^vA  on  a 
harbour. 

(a)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

(bj   Pomponius  Mo'd,   liU  i. 

This 
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This  may  be  further  corroborated  from  hif- 
tory.  Livy  gives  the  following  account  of  an 
expedition  undertaken  by  the  Romans  againft 
Patara  :  "  Caius  Livius,  arriving  at  Rhodes, 
"  declared  to  the  citizens  the  fubjeft  of  his 
"  miffion.  Having  obtained  their  unanimous 
"  fuffrages  in  his  favour,  he  added  three  gallies 
"  with  four  benches  of  rowers  to  his  fleet,  and 
"  made  fail  for  Patara.  At  firfl  a  favourable 
*"'  wind  bore  them  thither  with  rapidity,  and 
*'  the  Romans  hoped  the  terror  infpired  by 
"  their  fudden  appearance  would  favour 
"  their  defign.  The  wind,  however,  foon 
"  changed,  and  the  fea  became  tempeftu- 
"  ous,  yet,  by  dint  of  rowing,  they  at  length 
**  gained  the  land  ;  but  as  they  could  find  no 
"  fhelter  near  the  city,  and  the  violence  of 
"  the  ftorm  hindered  them  from  keeping  their 
'-^  ftaticn  before  an  enemy's  port,  efpecially 
*'  as  night  approached,  they  palTed  it  and 
"  took  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Phcenicus, 
"  not  quite  two  thoufand  paces  fcj  diilant 
"  from  Patara  fdj." 


fcj  Two  tliouf^nd  Roman  paces  mate  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  league. 
Cd)  Liv.  lib.  xxxvii.  cnp.  i6. 

The 
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The  harbour  of  Phœnicus  can  be  no  other 
than  Caftel  Roflb.  The  diftance  from  that 
ifland,  to  the  ruins  I  have  been  defcribing,  cor- 
refponds  exaftly  with  the  two  thoufand  paces 
afllgned  by  the  Roman  hiftorian  as  the  dif- 
tance  from  Patara  to  Phœnicus.  Befides, 
there  are  pofitively  no  other  harbours  but  thefe 
two  in  this  whole  bay.  To  which  we  may 
add,  that  Stephen  of  Byzantium  places,  on 
the  coafl  of  Lycia,  an  ifland  called  Phcenice, 
which  is,  no  doubt,  the  fame  with  the  Phœ- 
nicus of  Livy  (e). 

Thefe  authorities  united,  I  imagine,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  remove  all  doubt.  D'Anville,  in 
his  map  of  ancient  Afia,  does  not  feem  to  have 
been  perfe6lly  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of 
Patara,  which  he  places  a  little  too  far  to  the 
weft.  He  has  alfo  omitted  entirely  the  ifland 
of  Caftel  Roflb,  but  this  was,  probably,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  little,  as  he  has  laid  down  this  whole 
coaft  on  a  very  fmall  fcale. 

This  city  was  founded  by  Patarus,  fon  of 


(e)  Phœnice  is  a  town  of  Crete;  we  find  alfo  an  ifland 
of  that  name  on  the  coaft  of  Lycia.  Stephanus  Byzan- 
tinus  de  Urbibus. 


D  Apollo  ; 
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Apollo  (f)  ;  it  is  not  extraordinary,  therefore, 
that  the  inhabitants  fhould  have  erected  to  that 
god  the  famous  temple,  mentioned  by  Pom- 
ponius  Mela,  of  which  we  ftill  difcover  the 
ruins.  Apollo  there  delivered  oracles  for  fix 
months  in  the  year,  and  the  other  fix  at 
Delos  (^). 

Permit  me,  Madam,  before  I  conclude  this 
letter,  to  lay  before  you  a  flight  fketch  of  an- 
cient Lycia  and  its  inhabitants,  copied  from 
Strabo  (A).  Lycia  was  formerly  a  flourifhing 
republic,  confiding  of  thirty-three  cities,  that 
had  all  a  right  to  vote  in  the  national  aflem- 
blies.  The  largeft,  among  which  was  Patara, 
had  three  fuffrages  ;  thofe  of  the  fécond  order 
two,  and  the  fmalleft  one.  In  thefe  aflem- 
blies,  the  people  elefted  their  magiftrates,  and 
the  Lyciarch,  or  chief  of  Lycia.  Taxes  were 
here  equitably  impofed,  and  the  public  em- 
ployments conferred  on  thofe  who  would  dif- 
charge  them  honourably. 

(y)  Patara  Is  a  city  of  Lj'cia.     It  received  its  name  fiom 
Patarus,    for»    of  Apollo  ;     Lycia    v/as    the    name    of    the 
daughter    of    Xanthus.       Stephan.     Byzant.     Hence    the 
epithet  Patareus  is  given  to  Apollo   by   Horace,  lib,  iii. 
Od.  4. 

{g)  Servius,  in  ,^neid. 

{h)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

The 
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The  wife  government  of  the  I.ycians  main- 
tained a  rigid  morality  ;  and,  notwithftanding 
the  bad  example  of  their  neighbours,  they 
never  abandoned  themfelves  to  piracy,  nor 
permitted  any  diflionourable  traffic.  Vidory 
could  not  corrupt  them.  After  repeated  fuc- 
cefles,  vi^hich  rendered  them  mafters  of  the  fea 
from  Afia  Minor  to  Italy,  they  ftill  retained 
their  moderation,  and  the  fimplicity  of  their 
ancient  manners.  When  the  Romans,  whofe 
arms  nothing  could  refift,  conquered  thefe 
countries,  they  were  fo  ftruck  with  the  wif- 
dom  of  this  republic,  that  they  left  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  laws.  The 
only  privilege  of  which  they  deprived  them 
was,  the  right  of  determining  on  peace  or 
war,  in  their  national  aflemblies,  without  the 
confent  of  Rome. 

What  cannot  liberty,  morals,  and  a  wife 
government  effeâ;  for  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind !  Lycia,  which  formerly  poflelTed  thefe 
invaluable  advantages,  became  happy  and 
powerful.  Her  navy  gave  laws  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  ruins  of  Pa- 
tara  are  a  proof  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the 
arts  in  that  city.  Three  and  thirty  cities  in  a 
fmall  province  fufficiently  demonftrate  its 
great  population.  What  a  difference  do  we 
D2  find 
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find  at  prefent  !  Defpotifm,  like  a  devouring 
fire,  has  pafled  over  this  rich  country,  and  its 
cities  are  changed  into  wretched  villages  ;  its 
inhabitants  have  difappeared,  and  the  earth 
denies  her  fruits.  The  Greeks,  who  might 
increafe  and  multiply,  and  infure  plenty,  by 
applying  themfeives  to  agriculture,  prefer  thefe 
fcarcely  habitable  rocks  to  fubjedion  under  the 
rapacious  tyrants  delegated  by  the  Porte  to  be 
their  governors.  Were  the  rulers  of  nations 
but  to  attend  to  thefe  great  examples  which 
hiftory  prefents  ;  would  they  but  deign  to  re- 
flea:  on  the  effeâs  of  a  juft  and  wife  govern- 
ment, and  labour  to  eftablifh  it  in  their 
dates,  how  powerfully,  how  glorioufly  might 
they  reign,  and  how  might  they  blefs  their 
lubjeds  with  fecurity  and  felicity  ! 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 


ON      GREECE, 


LETTER     X. 


To  M.  L.  M. 


o 


From  on  board. 


UR  anchor  has  been  weighed,  Madam, 
fince  day-break.  The  wind  fettled  in  the 
north  promifes  us  a  good  paflage,  at  lead  as 
far  as  Rhodes.  I  muft  own  I  quit  Caftel 
Roflb  without  regret.  The  ftate  of  humiliation 
in  which  the  Greeks  live  in  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire, and  the  opprefTions  they  fuffer,  can  alone 
reconcile  them  to  inhabit  fuch  a  barren  rock, 
where  not  one  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  is 
to  be  found  ;  where  the  horizon  is  bounded  on 
every  fide  by  tremendous  cliffs,  and  where 
they  can  only  view  that  part  of  the  glorious 
face  of  heaven  which  is  direftly  over  their 
heads.  Yet  do  thefe  unfortunate  beings,  at- 
tached to  their  prifon,  drag  on  a  miferable 
life,  without  ever  thinking  to  fearch  elfewhere 
for  a  more  agreeable  habitation  ;  fo  deeply  is 
the  love  of  his  country  engraven  on  the  heart 
of  man  ! 

We 
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We  have  opened  out  the  narrow  llraight 
that  feparates  the  iiland  from  the  continent, 
and  are  coafting  along  the  fhore  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues.  Our  captain  is  de- 
termined not  to  rifk  himfelf  a  fécond  time  in 
the  open  fea  :  he  likes  to  fee  the  land.  Thu 
voyage  would  be  more  amufmg,  did  the  coaft 
prefent  us  with  habitations,  forefts,  and  plea- 
fing  landfcapes.  But  it  is  entirely  defert;  not 
a  fmgle  village  is  to  be  difcovered  ;  the  fun 
has  burnt  up  the  little  verdure  to  be  feen  in 
the  fpring,  and  the  eye  can  difcern  nothing 
but  piles  of  rocks,  againfl  which  the  waves 
perpetually  dafh  with  a  horrid  noife.  The 
diflant  horizon  is  terminated  by  the  fummits 
of  lofty  mountains,  which,  ftripped  of  their 
antient  pines,  appear  wholly  without  orna- 
ment. The  fhades,  the  Lycian  groves,  for- 
merly the  delight  of  the  Patarean  Apollo  (/), 
have  vanifiied.  Be  not  furprifed  at  this,  Ma- 
dam ;  the  Turks  are  continually  felling  the 
woods  of  thefe  countries,  either  for  their  own 


(/')  — —  Qui  Lycix  tenet 
Dumeta,  natalemque  fylvam 
TDeiius,  &  PatarfEus  Apollo. 

HoR.  lib.  iii.  Od.  4. 


ufe. 
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ufe,  or  the  profit  they  can   make  of  them,  and 
never  plant  a  fingle  tree. 

All  our  canvas  is  ipread,  and  the  veffel 
rapidly  cleaves  the  bolbm  ot  the  waves,  which 
whiten  under  its  prow.  We  ardently  wifh  to 
reach  Rhodes  to  procure  loine  refrefhments, 
for  our  captain,  accullomed  to  live,  like  his 
crew,  on  cheefe,  fait  filh,  dried  figs,  and  a  fort 
of  bifcuit  made  in  Egypt,  which  is  extremely 
hard,  had  only  laid  in  frclh  provifions  for 
ten  or  twelve  days,  and  we  have  now  been 
feventeen  at  fea.  The  ancient  Phœnice  could 
furnifh  us  with  nothing,  and  we  begin  to 
fuffer  from  famine,  as  if  we  were  returning 
from  a  voyage  round  the  world.  We  have 
nothing  left  but  a  little  water,  and  black  bread 
as  hard  as  ftone  ;  but  the  fight  of  Rhodes,  the 
mountains  of  which  we  difcover,  confoles  us. 
If  the  wind  holds,  we  Ihall  anchor  there  to- 
morrow morning,  and  find  relief  from  all  our 
preffing  neceflities. 

A  new  fcene  now  prefents  itfelf  to  view  !  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  fwans  and  cranes  are 
failing  on  the  waters,  ranged  in  files,  like  fol- 
diers  in  order  of  battle.  Each  of  thefe  files 
is  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  length, 
and  we  have  counted  thirty  of  them,  all  fwim- 

niing 
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ming  in  a  fimilar  dirediion.  The  head  of 
this  army  terminates  in  a  point,  and  refembles 
the  prow  of  a  fhip.  They  all  keep  their  pods, 
notwithftanding  the  motion  of  the  waves, 
with  which  they  alternately  rife  and  fall  ; 
their  plumage,  which  is  of  a  dazzling  white, 
forms  an  admirable  contraft  with  the  tranf- 
parent  greennefs  of  the  waters.  Farther  on, 
we  difcern  another  troop,  difpofed  in  the 
fame  manner  :  and  all  have  their  heads  turned 
towards  Africa,  to  which  they  (leer  in  con- 
cert. 

Thefe  birds,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  fly 
the  fnows  and  ice  of  the  north,  to  feek 
a  milder  climate.  They  firfl  arrive  at  the 
Black  Sea,  where  they  remain  for  a  time,  and 
when  the  cold  begins  to  increafe  too  much 
there,  again  take  their  departure  with  a 
northerly  wind,  traverfe  Afia  Minor,  and  refl 
a  while  on  the  fhores  of  the  Mediterranean. 
They  afterward  pafs  this  fea,  partly  by  fwim- 
ming,  and  partly  by  flying.  In  this  manner 
they  reach  the  coafts  of  Africa,  and  efpecially 
Egypt,  where  the  great  lakes  of  Menzala 
and  Burlos  furnilh  them  abundant  food.  There 
they  remain  all  the  winter  ;  but  the  ftorks, 
which  appear  to  be  fond  of  a  ftill  warmer  cli- 
mate. 
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mate,  quit  thefe  lakes  in  November,  proceed 
towards  the  Said,  and  end  their  journey  at  the 
lake  Mceris,  and  the  canal  of  Jofeph.  They 
free  the  country  from  innumerable  frogs, 
infe<fts,  and  reptiles,  which  abound  in  the 
marfhes.  Such  is  th>e  regular  progrefs  of  thefe 
birds.  But  hark  !  they  are  in  full  cry,  their 
leaders  have  given  the  fignal,  and  the  winged 
navigators,  rife  in  the  air,  and  fly  altogether, 
directing  their  courfe  toward  the  fouth.  To 
cleave  this  element  alfo,  with  more  facility, 
they  range  themfelves  in  the  form  of  a  triangle. 
the  vertex  of  which  is  a  very  acute  angle. 
What  wifdom  is  difplayed  in  the  allions  of 
creatures  which  to  us  feem  deflitute  of  realon  ! 
Fortunate,  perhaps,  in  not  pofl'efling  that  li- 
berty fo  frequently  abufed  by  man  ;  they  do 
not  counterad  the  views  of  nature,  and  en- 
joy, without  alloy,  that  portion  of  happinefs 
afhgned  them  by  the  Creator. 

The  ifle  of  Rhodes  is  now  in  full  view,  and 
prefents  a  range  of  hills  refembling  an  amphi- 
theatre, and  terminated  by  a  lofty  mountain. 
We  are  going  as  near  the  wind  as  pofTible,  and 
with  a  crowd  of  fail,  to  gain  the  harbour. 
But  we  fiiall  not  reach  it  before  night.  Al- 
ready the  fun  is  fetting  behind  the  mountains, 

which 
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which  hide  him  from  us,  while  his  radiant 
beams  ftill  ftreak  the  clouds  with  gold  and 
purple  !  How  , vivid  are  their  colours  !  Some 
of  them  concentering  thoufands  of  his  rays, 
again  refleft  them,  and  refemble  globes  of 
fire  floating  through  the  air.  Others,  the 
lower  parts  of  which  are  entirely  dark,  alTume 
the  appearance  of  dufky  mountains  of  various 
forms,  and  emit,  from  their  luminous  points, 
the  flafh  of  the  ruby,  or  the  fire  of  the  topaz  ; 
fome  opening  in  the  centre,  and  edged  with 
the  brighteft  and  liveliefl  colours,  exhibit  the 
azure  of  the  fky  fet  in  gold.  Others  diver- 
fified  with  fattiny  flripes,  are  flightly  bounded 
with  a  yellowifh  border.  How  admirable, 
how  magnificent,  is  this  fcene  !  What  a  fublime 
idea  does  it  give  of  Him  who  faid,  Let  there 
be  light,  and  there  was  light!  Night  has  thrown 
her  dark  veil  over  this  glorious  pidure,  yet 
the  eye  remains  ilili  fixed  on  the  heavens, 
and  the  foul  ftill  feels  deeply  penetrated  with 
fentiments  of  admiration  and  gratitude.  How 
great  are  the  works  of  the  Creator  !  and  how 
feeble  the  conceptions  of  man  ! 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


Wi 


E  flattered  ourfelves  too  foon,  Madam, 
that  we  (hould  have  been  able  yeflerday  to 
enter  Rhodes  ;  but  this  was  to  rely  too  much 
on  the  conflancy  of  the  wind,  which  changed 
fuddenly  in  the  night,  and  obliged  us  to  con- 
tinue tacking  before  the  ifland.  We  have 
been  very  near  it,  and  its  groves,  delicioufly 
verdant,  feemed  to  invite  us  to  take  fhelter  in 
their  ihades.  The  town,  whofe  lofty  towers 
we  could  diflindly  difcern,  appeared  to  offer 
us  the  provifions  of  which  we  flood  fo  much 
in  need,  and  every  thing  contributed  to  heighten 
our  defires  ;  but,  like  Tantalus,  we  were  only 
permitted  to  gratify  our  eyes.  The  welterly 
wind,  which  has  fo  often  proved  contrary, 
his  once  more  deceived  our  expedations,  and 
after  tacking  for  a  whole  day  and  night,  our 
captain,  who  never  ftruggles  obflinately 
againft  fortune,    has  a  fécond  time  fleered  for 

the 
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the  coaft  of  Afia,  and  taken  refuge  in  the 
gulph  of  Macri,  in  which  we  have  this  morn- 
ing cafl  anchor. 

The  gu'ph  of  Macri,  or,  as  it  was  formerly 
called,  Glaucus,  runs  about  fix  miles  into  the 
land,  between  two  very  high  fhores,  which 
bound  it  to  the  eafl  and  weft.  It  gradually  be- 
comes narrower,  and  terminates  in  a  beautiful 
valley,  at  the  entrance  of  which  ftands  a  fmall 
village  inhabited  by  Greeks.  We  loft  no  time 
in  getting  afhore,  in  order  to  procure  refrefh- 
ments  ;  but,  unfortunately,  a  Turkifti  cara- 
velle, which  lay  there  at  anchor,  had  car- 
ried off  every  thing.  We  have  not  found 
fo  much  as  a  fmgle  morfel  of  bread.  They 
have  promifed  to  bake  us  fome  ;  and  we  hope 
to  breahfaji  this  evening  with  a  very  hearty 
appetite. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  been  to  examine 
the  valley,  and  the  remains  of  antiquity  it 
contains.  Whilft  I  was  purfuing  the  winding 
of  a  rivulet  that  waters  it,  known  formerly 
by  the  name  of  the  river  Glaucus,  I  dif- 
covered,  on  its  banks,  a  very  large  fig-tree, 
loaded  with  fruit.  Several  wine  flioots,  which 
grew  at  its  root,  held  it  in  clofe  embrace,  and 
mingled  their  green  branches  with  its  foliage, 

through 
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through  which  might  be  feen  clufters  of  purple 
grapes,  and  figs  beginning  to  turn  yellow. 
With  what  delight  my  eye  dwelt  upon  this 
beautiful  tree  !  and  how  did  I  blefs  my  good 
fortune,  which  had  conduded  me  to  this 
fpot  !  I  inftantly  flew  to  feize  the  prize.  How 
excellent  a  regale  are  figs  and  grapes,  when 
for  four-and-twenty  hours  you  have  had  no 
other  fuftenance  than  a  morfcl  of  black  bread 
as  hard  as  a  ftone,  and  only  ,brandy  to 
quench  your  thirft  !  Never  did  I  make  fo  de- 
licious a  repaft.  The  fruits  were  of  an  ex- 
quifite  flavour  ;  I  thought  I  never  could  be 
fatisfied.  As  foon  as  my  hunger  was  appeafed^ 
I  recolleâ:ed  the  rill  which  bathed  the  foot  of 
my  benefa£lor,  and  took  a  mofl  reviving 
draught.  The  pure  and  limpid  water  ap- 
peared far  preferable  to  the  fined  flavoured 
wines.  This  adventure  naturally  led  me  to 
refleâ  on  the  many  wretched  beings  who  are 
perifhing  with  want,  whilil:  others  are  revelling 
in  abundance.  Ah  1  let  thofe  who  read  this 
feel  compafTion  when  poverty,  with  down- 
cafl  eyes,  and  pallid  countenance,  fliall  fay 
tC'  ^hem  in  a  faftering  voice,  /  am  buîigry  :  - 
for  Imnger  is  indeed  a  moft  cruel  torture. 
TelmifTus  was  built   at   the  foot   of  a  hill, 

which 
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which  bounds  the  valley  to  the  eaft  (k).  The 
ancients,  who  agree  in  the  fituation  of  this 
town,  make  it  a  dependency,  according  to 
fome  of  Caria,  and  to  others  of  Lycia  ;  doubt- 
lefs,  from  its  being  on  the  boundaries  of  both 
thefe  provinces.  But  this  qucftion  may,  per- 
haps, be  bed  determined  by  referring  to  the 
accurate  Strabo  flj. 

"  Beyond  mount  Daedalus,  which  is  in 
*'  Lycia,  we  find  in  the  fame  province  the 
"  fmall  town  of  TelmifTus,  with  a  pro- 
"  montory  of  the  fame  name,  near  which  is 
*'  a  harbour.  We  next  arrive  at  mount  Cra- 
"  gus,  remarkable  for  its  eight  fummits,  and 
"  which  has  given  birth  to  the  fable  of  the 
"  Chimera.  At  the  foot  of  this  mountain 
"  we  perceive  a  fteep  hill  rifmg  from  the  fea, 
**  dill  known  by  the  name  of  Chimera."  This 
hill,  according  to  Pliny  (mjt  cafts  forth  flames 

during 

fh)  Thelmeffus  is  a  town  of  Caria,  Cicero  de  Divina- 
tione,  lib.  i.  Stephen  of  Byzantium,  de  Urbibus,  fays,  Tel- 
mifTus is  a  town  of  Caria  ;  but  Philo  and  Strabo  place  it 
in  Lvcia.  In  fad,  it  is  near  Mount  Dedalus,  and  is  on  the 
boundaries  of  each  of  thofe  provinces.  Thelmiffus  termi- 
nates Lycia  on  the  weft,     Pomponius  Mela.. 

(I )   Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

(m)  Mons  Chinîssra  noiSbibus  flagrans.  Plln.  lib.  v.  cap.  27. 
I  Mount 
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during  the  night  ;   and  hence  the  origin  of  the 
fable. 

Telmiflus  was  not  a  very  confiderable  town. 
Strabo  does  not  reckon  it  among  thofe  which 
had  the  right  of  giving  three  fuflrages  in  the 
national  affemblies.  But  it  was  renowned  for 
is  foothfayers.  Here,  fays  Cicero,  the  fcience 
of  augury  efpecially  flourifhed  fnj.  Its  port  is 
Sheltered  from  every  wind,  being  defended 
to  the  weft  by  mount  Daedalus,  to  the  eaft 
by  the  promontory  of  Telmiflus,  to  the  north 
by  high  hills,  which  form  the  bafis  of  mount 
Cragus,  and  to  the  fouth  by  fmall  iflands, 
which,  lying  acrofs  the  gulph,  break  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves.  Even  at  prefent,  veflfeis 
which  meet  with  ftorms  may  anchor  there 
with  fafety.  This  advantage,  the  moft  im- 
portant of  any  for  maritime  towns,  rendered 
commerce  and  the  arts  flouriihing  at  Telmiflus, 
as  is  fufficiently  proved  by  the  beautiful  theatre 
we  ftill  admire.  It  is  built  fronting  the  har- 
bour, within  the  hill,  which  overtops  it  on 
the  eaft  ;    it  is  of  a  femi-circular  form,  and  has 

Mount  Chimera,  fituatedin  Lycia,  throws  out  flames  during 
the  night. 
(tij  CicçEO  de  Divinatione,  lib.  i. 

twenty- 
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twenty-four  rows  of  feats.  You  enter  the 
arena  by  three  gates,  of  very  fimple  archi- 
te6lure.  The  right  fide  of  it,  which  is  built 
againll  the  hill,  is  thrown  down,  and  the  feats, 
difplaced,  are  piled  up  without  order  ;  but  the 
red  is  in  tolerable  prefervation.  This  theatre 
is  much  lefs  than  that  of  Patara,  is  neither  fo 
large  nor  fo  magnificent,  nor  has  it  been  fo 
well  able  to  refill  the  ravages  of  time.  We 
cannot  doubt  but  thefe  edifices  were  pro- 
portioned to  the  extent  and  power  of  the 
cities  by  which  they  were  built.  I  faw  the 
name  of  Monfieur  de  Choifeul  Goufïîer  in- 
fcribed  on  the  (tones  of  the  theatre  of  Tel- 
miffus,  v/hich  he  had  caufed  to  be  engraved 
with  care. 

At  a  little  diftance,  proceeding  round  the 
fam.e  hill  toward  the-  north,  we  meet  with  a 
great  number  of  tombs  hewn  out  of  the 
rock.  They  are  in  the  fame  fly  le  with  thofe 
of  Patara,  but  not  fo  magnificent.  The  moft 
remarkable  have  a  periftile,  fupported  by 
columns  in  front.  But  the  thirft  of  gold  has 
not  fpared  thefe  any  more  than  the  others ,; 
they  have  almofl  all  been  violated.  The 
ftones  which  clofed  them,  and  the  bodies  they 
contained,    have   been    carried   away,  a  great 

number 
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number  of  them  are  only  fimple  Sarcophagi 
cut  in  the  ftone.  Beyond,  we  find  the  ruins 
of  a  caftle,  which  ferved  perhaps  as  a  citadel 
to  TelmiiTus  (oj  ;  nothing  more  is  left  of  this 
ancient  town.  Mofs  and  briars  almoft  en- 
tirely cover  its  maufolea.  I  remarked  in  the 
environs  young  plane  trees,  and  tufts  of  myr- 
tle, which  fomewhat  confoled  me  for  the  fad 
fcene  I  had  before  my  eyes. 

Fatigued  by  climbing  up  rocks  during  a 
great  part  of  the  day,  and  fcorched  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  I  returned  to  the  banks  of  the 
charming  rivulet,  and  the  foot  of  my  be- 
loved fig-tree.  I  there  found  a  refrefhing 
fhade,  delicious  fruits,  and  the  comforts  of 
repofe.  Nothing  difturbs  the  tranquillity  of 
this  delightful  fpot.  No  noife  of  carriages, 
no  tumult,  not  even  the  found  of  a  humati 
voice.  Every  thing  here  is  peaceful  and  filent. 
Scarcely  does  the  zephyr  agitate  the  foliage, 
or  bend  the  fragile  reed.  High  mountains 
feem  to  feparate  this  afylum  of  peace  and  filence 
from  the  reft  of  the  world. 


^9^  The  reader  may  fee  thcfc  aocient  monuments  deli- 
neated, witli  great  minutenefs  and  accuracy,  in  the  Voyage. 
Piltorefqve  de  la  Crc:e  of  Mojifieur  de  Chôifêul  Goiiffier. 


E  The 


50  LETTERS 

The  fun  continues  to  enlighten  this  beauti- 
ful valley  as  in  the  ages  oi  i.Ltiquity.  Still 
is  it  warmed  with  the  creative  beams  of  that 
glorious  luminary,  and  the  prolific  earth  ftill 
produces  in  abundance  vigorous  plants,  tufted 
thickets,  and  herbage  maintained  in  confiant 
verdure  by  refrefhing  flreams.  But  the  hand 
of  man  is  wanting  to  aid  the  wild  efforts  of 
nature.  Thorns  fpring  up  inflead  of  ufeful 
trees,  and  rufhes  now  cover  large  trails  of 
land,  which  formerly  were  produdive  of  golden 
harvefls.  Were  art  to  beftow  ever  fo  little 
cultivation  on  thefe  fields,  they  would  foon  be 
adorned  with  groves  of  myrtle,  oranges  and 
pomegranates,  and  all  the  treafures  of  Ceres 
and  Pomona. 

The  Greeks,  who  inhabit  this  valley,  leave 
it.  entirely  wafte  ;  not  a  cultivated  acre  is  to 
be  found.  Difpirited  and  dejeâed  as  they  are, 
what  could  they  undertake  ?  Should  they  fow, 
or  plant,  they  would  be  deemed  rich,  and  the 
Aga  would  come  to  feize  on  their  property. 
The  cultivator  bedews  the  tarth  with  his 
fweat  only  to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  labour. 
Deprive  him  of  that  hope,  he  labours  no  more; 
and  this  is  the  flate  of  the  Greeks  undex  the 
Ottoman  empire. 

Such 
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Such  were  my  reflexions  while  feated  near 
the  ruins  of  TelmifTus,  as  my  eye  wandered 
over  the  various  objefts  which  prefented  them- 
felves  to  my  view,  when  the  coolnefs  of  the 
evening,  and  the  approaching  darknefs  appri- 
sed me  that  it  was  time  to  quit  this  agreeable 
retreat.  I  bade  adieu  to  the  ftream  which 
had  quenched  my  third,  to  the  fig-tree  which 
had  refrefhed  me,  and  haftened,  once  more, 
on  board,  to  join  my  companions,  who  feared 
me  loft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


E  2  LE  T- 
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LETTER     XIL 


To  M.  L.  M. 

Rhodes» 

JdORTUNE,  Madam,  has  perfecuted  u$ 
to  the  laft.  We  were  on  the  point  of  en- 
tering the  harbour  of  Rhodes,  when  a  violent 
gale  of  wind  drove  the  veflel  out  to  fea,  and 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  we  regained 
the  land.  At  length  we  have  caft  anchor  in 
a'  fmall  bay,  a  league  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
town  CpJ^  Immediately  after  my  landing  I 
went  to  vifit  M.  Potonier,  the  French  con- 
ful,  who  received  me  very  politely,  and  ac- 
commodated me  with  apartments  in  his  houfe. 
From  thence,    that  is,  from  Neocorio  fqj  I 

(p)  This  bay,  which  fecms  to  have  been  taken  from  the 
coaft,  is  probably  the  harbour  which  Demetrius  dug  during 
the  (lege  of  Rhodes,  to  (helter  his  (hips  from  ftorms,  and 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  It  lies  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
town,  precifely  at  the  diflance  afligned  by  Diodorus  Sicu- 
lus, 

(q)  A  Tillage  near  Rhodes,  where  the  French  conful 
refidcs. 

fhall 
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fhall  write  to  you,  and  give  a  defcription  of  an- 
cient Rhodes,  the  moit  eaftern  and  mod  beau- 
tiful of  the  Cyclades.  I  flrall  afterward  lay  be- 
fore you  a  view  of  its  prefent  ftate,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  compare  what  it  is  with  what 
it  was,  and  form  a  jufl  idea  of  the  ifland. 
Permit  me  then,  Madam,  to  go  back  into  an- 
tiquity, and  briefly  prefent  to  you  the  princi- 
pal outline  of  its  hiftory.  Thofe  remote  pe- 
riods, in  which  imitative  man  engraved  images 
and  fymbols,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  events, 
are  the  reign  of  fable  ;  but  remember  that 
truth  is  almoft  always  concealed  under  the  veil 
of  allegory. 

Several  ancient  authors  affert  that  Rhodes 
was  formerly  covered  by  the  fea,  and  that  it 
raifed  its  humid  head  above  the  waters,  and  be- 
came an  ifland  ;  but  they  do  not  fix  the  time  of 
this  event,  which  is  loll:  in  the  obfcurity  of 
ages  ;  tradition,  however,  has  preferved  the 
memory  of  the  fact,  and  the  gravefl:  writers  of 
antiquity  have  admitted  it  as  certain.  Delos 
and  Rhodes,  fays  Pliny  (rj^  thofe  celebrated 

iflands, 


{r)  Pliny,  lib.  ii.  c.  87.  This  author  mentions  feveral 
other  iflands  in  the  Mediterranean  as  having  had  the 
fame  origin.     Such  as  Anaphe  and  Nea,  between  Lcninos 

and 
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ifiands,  arofe  out  of  the  fea.  So  many  other 
authorities  atteft  the  fame  fact,  that  it  cannot 
reafonably  be  doubted.  Philo  fsj  attributes  this 
event  to  the  diminution  of  the  waters  of  the 
fea  ;  and  were  this  opinion  well  founded,  mofl 
of  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  being 
lower  than  Rhodes,  muft  have  had  the  fame 
origin.  But  we  find  nothing  like  this  in  hif- 
tory.  It  is  much  more  natural  to  imagine 
that  volcanic  hres,  fuch  as,  in  the  fourth  year 
of  the  hundred  and  thirty-hfth  olympiad, 
threw  up  from  the  abyfles  of  the  ocean 
llierafia  and  Thera,  the  modern  Santorin, 
and   which,     even  in  our   time,    have   raifed 


and  the  Hellefpont,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  tlie  1  35th  olj-m- 
piad,  Therafia,  and  Thera,   now  called  Santorin. 

Pindar,  Oly.  Ode  vii.  Ancient  Annals,  atteft,  that  at  the 
time  when  Jupiter  and  the  immortals  divided  the  earth, 
Rhodes  had  not  yet  appeared  in  the  midll:  of  the  fea,  but 
was  flill  concealed  in  the  profound  abyfTes  ofuhe  ocean. 
Àriftides  m  Rhodiaca,  Ammianus,  lib.  '  xvii.  fay  likewife, 
that  Rhodes  was  formerly  covered  by  the  waters  of  the  fea. 

(j)  Philo,  dc  Mundo.  The  fea,  fays  this  writer,  lias  cer- 
tainly diminifhed,  as  is  proved  by  Rhodes  and  Delos,  for 
they  were  formerly  covered  with  the  waters  of  the  fea. 
After  many  ages,  the  waters  having  gradually  funk,  thefe 
two  celebrated  iflands  arofc  ab'jve  thçir  furface. 

above 


O    N       G     R     E     P:     C     E.  55 

above  the  waters  feveral  little  iflands  near 
them,  gave  birth,  in  the  remote  ages  of  anti- 
quity, to  Rhodes  and  Delos  (/). 

The  firft  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  were  the 
Telchincs,  called  in  fable  Children  of  the 
Sea  («).  Strabo  (.v)  fays  they  came  from  Crete, 
and  that  they  w^ere  believed  to  be  magicians, 
on    account    of    their     extenfive    knowledge. 

o 

They  were  the  firft  who  taught  the  ufe  of 
iron  and  brafs,  and  made  a  fcythe  for  Sa- 
turn. 

Melius,  or  the  fun,  enamoured  with  a  nymph 
called  Rhodes,  gave  the  name  of  his  miftrefs 
t'o  this  ifland  (y).  His  children,  named  Heliadcs, 

fucc  ceded 

(/)  Strabo,  lib.  i.  An  ifland  having  faddenly  arifen  be- 
tween Thera  and  Therafia,  the  Rhodians,  uho  then  pol- 
fefled  the  empire  of  the  fea,  had  the  courage  to  approach 
it  with  their  fliips,  and  ereded  on  it  a  temple  to  Jupiter 
AfphaHus. 

[li)   Diodorus  Siculus,    lib.  v. 

{x)  Strabo,    lib.  xiv, 

(ji)  This  allegory,  fays  Diodorus,  fignilies,  that  the  ifland 
being  wet  and  marfliy,  the  heat  of  the  fun  evaporated  the 
waters,  and  rendered  the  foil  extremely  fertile.  This  feems 
to  corroborate  alfo  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  on  the  origin 
of  this  ifland.     For,   fince  Rhodes  arofe  out  of  the  %vater, 

the 
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fucceeded  to  the  Telchines.  Verfed  in  aflro- 
nomy,  they  divided  the  year  into  feafons, 
and  invented  the  fcience  of  navigation.  One 
of  them,  named  Cercaphus,  having  married 
Cydippe,  had  by  her  three  fons,  Lindas,  Ja- 
lifus,  and  Camirus.  At  the  death  of  their  fa- 
ther, they  divided  the  empire,  and  each  of 
them  built  a  city  bearing  his  own  name  (~). 

{a)  About  this  time,  Danaus  flying  from 
Egypt  with  his  daughters,  arrived  at  Lindus. 
Being  favourably  received  by  the  inhabitants, 
he  there  built  a  temple  to  Minerva,  in  which 
he  confecrated  the  ftatue  of  that  goddefs. 
Three  of  his  daughters  died  in  the  ifland,  and 
the  refl  followed  him  to  Argos. 

(^)  After  the  departure  of  Danaus,  Cadmus, 
the  fon  of  Agenor,  feeking  Europa,  by  order 

the  earth  mufl:  for  a  long  time  have  been  wet  and  marfhy. 
The  beneficent  luminary,  which  dried  and  rendered  it  fer- 
tile, received  the  adoration  of  the  inhabitants. 

(^)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv.  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  v.  Others 
fay  thefe  cities  were  built  by  Tlepolemus,  fon  of  Her- 
cules, who  gave  them  the  names  of  the  three  daughters 
of  Danaus,  who  died  in  the  ifland.  Others  again,  that 
they  were  founded  by  Althemenus,  the  grandfon  of  Her- 
cules. 

{a)  Diodorus  Siculus,   lib.  v. 

{})  Ibid. 

of 
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of  his  father  .m€t  with  a  violent  tempeft,  dur- 
ing which  hç  vowed,  if  he  efcaped  death,  to 
bi^ild  a  temple  to  Neptune.  Having  landed 
at  Lindus,  he  performed  his  vow,  and  left 
priefts  to  officiate  in  the  temple.  He  made  an 
ofl[ering  to  the  Lindian  Minerva  of  a  golden 
bafon  with  an  infcription  in  Phœnician  cha- 
racters. Athenaeus  reprefents  his  landing  here 
as,  a  military  expédition;  he  fays,  that  Cad- 
mus took  poflelfion  of  part  of  the  illand, 
expelled  the  Heliades,  and  fettled  the  Phoe- 
nicians there  in  their  (lead. 

Çc)  At  length  the  ifland  was  over-run  with 
ferpents^  and  thence  received,  the  name  of 
Ophiufy.  Some  of  thefe  were  of  a  monflrous 
fize,  and  ,d,evoured,  many  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  oracle  of  Delqs  being  confulted,  declared 
they  mn(l  fend  for  Phorbas,  then  in  Theffaly 
at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops.  He  accepted 
thç  invitation  of  the  Rhodians,  deftroyed  the 
monfters  that  ravaged  the  ifland,  and  fettled 
there.  After  his  death,  heroic  honours 
were  decreed  him  for  his  important  fervices. 
Conon  aflerts  that  he  drove  the  Phœnicians 
from  Rhodes. 

{c)  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  v. 

A  fhort 
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CdJ  A  ihort  time  before  the  Trojan  war, 
Tlepolemus,  fon  of  Hercules,  landed  with 
his  cbmpa!nions  in  thé  ifle  of  Rhodes.  Meet- 
in"g'  with  a  favourable  reception,  he  fettled 
there,  and,  becoming  king  of  the  iftand,  di- 
vidëd"the  lands  among  the  inhabitants,  and 
inflitutcd  equitable  laws.  On  his  departure 
for  the  Trojan  war,  he  left  the  government 
to  Butes,  one  oF  his  companions;  he  greatly 
diflinguifhed  himfdf  at  that  memorable  fiege, 
and  died  m    Iroas.  ' 

The  Rhodians,  even  in  thofe  '  early  ages, 
had  a  confiderable  navy.  The  iflànd  furnifhed 
them  with  timber  for  fhip  building,  and  their 
îitùatidn  invited  them  to  partake  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  commerce  (e).  They  made 
voyages  into'  Spain,  founded  Parthenope, 
now  called  Naples,  in  Campania,  and  after 
the  fiege  of  Troy  built  Majorca  and  Mi- 
norca. The  ifland  was  divided  between  the 
inhabitants  of  Lindus,  Jalyfus,  and  Camirus  (fj. 


{dj  Diodorus  Siculus, ,  lib.  v. 

(c-)  Strabo,  lib    xiv. 

/^rj  liomer  names  thefe  towns  in  one  line, 

"  A.'Vsoy  Ijî^vvs-fJK  TS  y^  agyt^cwoc.  Kkuu^ov,    — 11    ii. 
"  Liutlus,    l-.ilvfns,  and  Camirus,  vvhite. — Popf. . 

This 
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Ijhis  is  what  Homer  gives  us  to  underiland, 
when  he  fays,  fpeaking  of  the  Rhodians, 
."They  have  three  cities,,  three  tribes;  Ju- 
*'  piter,  who  governs  the  immortals,  and 
"  loves  mankind,  has  heaped  on  them  abun- 
"  dam  wealth." 

I  have  paffed  rapidly  over  feveral  ages, 
and  omitting  a  number  of  mythological  ftories, 
haften  to  the  period  when  the  Rhodians,  united 
,by  a  common  intereil,  formed  only  one  na- 
tional body,  and  .founded,  the  city  of  Rhodes, 
fo  called  from  the  name  of  the  ifland.  This 
important  event  took  place  during  the  Pclo- 
ponnefiaii  w^^r  (gj-  "  It  is  known  to  almofi; 
"  all  of  you,'*  fays  Ariftides,  "  that  before 
^'  the  naval  expedition  of  Lyfander,  the  La- 
"  cedemonian,  the  city  you  jiow  inhabit  was 
*'  not  built.  The  ifland  was  called  Rhodes, 
"  but  the  city  of  that  name  did  not  exift. 
^' .The  ;  Rhodians  dwelt  in  the  three  towns 
"  mentioned  by  Homer.'* 

(/;)  Rhodes  had  for  its  architeâ:,  Hippo- 
damus,  of  Miletus,  w^ho  built  the  fuperb  wails 

(g)  ArKHdes,  in  Rhodiaca. 

(/j)  The  prefent  city  of  Rîiodes  was  built  during  the 
Peloponnefian  war,  by  tltc  arcbittift  who  built  the  walls  of 
the  Pirctus.     Strabo,  lib.  \iv. 

of 
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of  the   Piraeus,    deftroyed  Toon    after  by    the 
Lacedemonians  (/). 

The  pedple  of  Lindus,  Jalyfus,  and  Cami- 
rus,  united  in  one  republic,  were  now  all 
colleffced  within  this  city,  which  was  about 
three  leagues  in  circumference  (i^),  and  ca- 
pable of  containing  a  prodigious  number  of 
inhabitants.  It  was  fituated  at  the  point  of  a 
promontory,  that  ftretches  toward  the  eaft, 
on  the  fame  fpot  where  the  modern  town 
(lands.  The  ground  having  a  declivity,  the 
architect  adapted  his  plan  to  the  fituation,  and 
laid  out  the  ftreets  fo.  artificially,  as  to  con- 
vert this  defed  into  a  beauty.  (/)  "  Rhodes," 
fays  Diodorus,  "  refembled  an  amphitheatre  ; 
"  its  numerous  veffels,  its  towers,  and  fol- 
"  diers,  gave  a  high  idea  of  its  wealth  and 
"  power.'*  Strabo,  who  had  travelled  through 
feveral  countries,  and  had  feen  Rome,  Alex- 
andria,    Memphis,    and   the   mofl   celebrated 


fij  Lindrs,  Jalyfus,  and  Gamirus,    were  at  firfl:  fepa- 

T'dte  republics,  btit  the  inhabitants  afterwards  united   under 

one  r<overnment  in  Rhodes.     Ibid. 
i 
i'lj  Accftrdino    to    Strabo,     it    was    eighty     ftadia,     or 

about  three  leagues  in  circumference. 

/'IJ  Diodorus  Siculus,   lib.  xx. 

cities 
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cities  of  Afia,  prefers  Rhodes  to  any  of  them, 
(w)  "  The  beauty,*'  fays  he,  "  of  its  harboUrs, 
"  ftreets,  and  walls,  and  the  magnificence  of 
"  its  monuments,  render  it  fo  much  fuperior 
"  to  all  other  cities,  as.  to  admit  of  no  com- 
*'  parifon." 

Ariflides  (n)  has  defcribed  it  more  circum- 
ftantially,  and  the  account  he  has  left  us  of 
it  is  calculated  to  excite  our  aflonifhment  and 
admiration.  "  Within  the  wails  of  Rhodes, 
*'  we  never  faw  a  fmall  houfe  by  the  fide  of  a 
*'  large  one.  All  were  of  the  fame  height,  and 
*'  the  fame  order  of  architecture,  fo  that  the 
*'  w^hole  city  feemed  but  one  fmgle  edifice. 
"  Wide  ftreets  crofled  it  from  fide  to  fide,  and 
"  thefe  were  fo  well  difpofed,  that  from  what- 
"  ever  part  it  was  viewed  the  profpecl  was 
"  truly  magnificent.  The  walls  and  towers^  of 
"  a  w^onderful  extent,  height,  and  beauty, 
"  above  all  excited  our  wonder.  The  lofty 
"  fuminits  of  the  latter  ferved  as  a  Pharos  to 
"  mariners.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  mag- 
"  nificence  of  Rhodes,    that,    without  having 

feen    it,     the    imagination    cannot    pofîibly 


(to)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

(«)  Ariftides,  in  Rhcdiaca. 

"  form 


<c 
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"  form  any  conception  of  its  grandeur.  All 
"  the  parts  of  this  immenfe  town,  mutually 
"  connetled  with  each  other,  and  moft  beau- 
"  tifully  proportioned,  formed  a  perfect  whole, 
"  of  which  the  walls  w^ere  the  defence  and 
"  ornament.  Rhodes  was  the  only  city  of 
"  which  it  might  be  faid,  it  was  fortified  like 
"  a  place  of  war,  and  decorated  like  a 
"  palace." 

To  this  defcription  we  muil  add,  fuperb 
temples,  whofe  porticos  were  enriched  wàth 
paintings  of  the  lirft  mafters,  a  multitude  of 
ColofliifeSj  and  ftatues  of  aftonifhing  work- 
manfnip,  a  magnificent  theatre,  extenfive  arfe- 
nals,  and  fieets  arriving  from  every  part  of 
the  world  to  pay  the  tribute  due  to  the  arts 
from  wealth  :  We  muft  likewife  recoiled,  it 
was  inhabited  by  a  free,  brave,  learned,  and  for- 
tunate people,  and  we  fhall  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  idea  of  this  moft  beautiful  city  of  the  world. 
I  cannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure.  Madam,  of 
defcribing  to  you  one  or  two  of  thofe  wonders 
of  art  which  rendered  it  fo  celebrated.  Pliny, 
after  enumerating  the  moft  famous  Coloflal 
ftatues,  adds  :  (o)  "  But  none  of  thefe  are  to 

(o)  Pliny,  lib.  xxxiv.  c.  7. 

"be 
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*'  be  compared  to  that  which  the  Rhodians 
"  dedicated  to  the  fun.  This  Colofl'us  \yas 
"the  work  of  Chares,  of  Lindus  (p),  a  pupil 
*'  of  Lyfippus  (jf).  It  was  fevcnty  cubits  high 
".(about  one  hundred  and  tive.  feet),  (r)  and 
"  was  thrown  down  by  an  earthquake  fifty-fix 
"years  after  it  wa«  firft  ereéled  (j).  In  this 
"•{fate,  its  appearance  is  flill  aflonifliing. 
"Few  men  are  able  to  embrace  its  thumb; 
*'  and  its  fingers  are  larger  than  entire  ftatues 
"  ufually  are;  where  it  has  been  broken, 
"  we  may  difcover,  withinfide,  deep  cavities 
"filled  with  enormous  ftones,  which  the 
"-artifl  had  introduced  to  render  it  firm  on 
"its  bafe.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  the  labour 
"  of    twelve    years,    and   that   it    coft    three 


[(p)  One  of  the  towns  of  the  ille'.of  Rhodes./ 

{q)  This  Lyfippus,  a  celebrated  iTiUuan,',  had  caft  à 
Coloirus,  forty  cubits  high,  at  Tar(:ntuiTi.. 

(r)  Simonidcs,  in  the  Anthologia,  .makes  it  eighty 
cubits  ;  but  Stiabo,  Hb.  xiv.  îiidore  Orlg.  lib.  xiv. 
cap.  6.  and  Feftus,  all  agree  with  rliny,  "and  fay  its' height 
wWs  only  feventy  cubits.  '  '■    ■    ,  ■  '  .. 

(j)  Polybius»  lib,  v.  Orohus,-  lib.  iv.  .Paulus  Dia- 
conus  Hift.  Mifc.  all  agree  in  faying,  tiiat  at  this  time 
the  ifland  of  Rhoùes,  and  the  country  of  Caria,  were  agi- 
tated by  a  violent  earthquake,  that  caufed  great  devajla- 
tion,,  and  thi^^v  dpwn  the  famous  ColofTus. 

"  hundred 
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♦'hundred  talents,  a  fum  which  the  Rho- 
"  dians  had  gained  by  the  Tale  of  thé  warlike 
"  machines  left  by  Demetrius  before  their 
"  walls,  when  he  raiféd  the  fié^é.  This  city 
"  contains  a  hundred  other  Coloifal  flatues, 
"  lefs,  indeed,  than  this,  but  each  of  them 
*'  fuperb  enough  to  render  illiifbrious  any 
''  place  where  they  might  be  erected.  To 
^^  thefe  are  to  be  added,  five  gigantic  ftatues 
"  of  the  gods,  the  invaluable  works  of  Bry- 
*^  axis." 

(t)  Some  modern  hiflorians,  wifhing  to 
add  fomething  of  the  marvellous  to  the  ac- 
cOutit  of  the  ColofTus,  have  pretended  the 
feet  reft ed  oh  two  rocks,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  that  veifels  palTed,  with  all  their 
fails  fet,  between  its  legs.  This  fable  deferves 
no  regard,  fmce  it  is  contradicted  by  the 
fiieftce  of  antiquity,  which  certainly  w^ould 
not  have  neglected  to  record  fo  remarkable 
a  fact.  On  the  contrary,  the  hiftorians  who 
mention  the  fall  of  the  ColofTus,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  faw  it,  teftify,  that  it  was  lying  on 
the  ground  (a)  ;    but  had  it  been   placed   at 

the 

[t]  RoHlîi.'Hifloire  Ancienne. 

(a)    Strabo,    lib.  xiv.    The   ColofTus   of  Rhodes,    over- 
:  jiuiiij':!  thrown 
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the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  it  muil  have 
fallen  into  the  fea,  which  circumdance  they 
certainly  would  not  have  omitted  (.v).  It  was 
ftill  in  its  fallen  ftate  in  the  days  of  Pliny  ;  as 
it  iikewife  was  as  late  as  the  twelfth  year  of 
the  emperor  Conftans,  when  Moawiah,  gene- 
ral of  the  Caliph  Othman,  taking  Rhodes, 
dellroyed  this  ftatue,  which  had  well  de- 
ferved  to  be  enumerated  among  the  feven 
wonders  of  the  world  (y).  He  fold  it  to  a 
Jew,  who  conveyed  its  fragments  to  Emefâ, 
on  nine  hundred  camels  (2),  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-two  years  after  it  was  fir  ft  ereded. 

The  arts  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other, 
to  contribute  to  the  embeliiftiment  of  Rhodes. 
Painting  there  difputed  the  palm  with  fculp- 

thrown  by  a  violent  eaTthquake,  and  at  prefent  lying  on 
the  ground,  has  its  knees  broken.  The  Rhodlans  are 
forbidden,  by  kn  oracle,  from  raifing  it  up.  This  Co- 
lofTal  ftatue,  the  mod  beautiful  ever  confecrated  to  the 
Gods  by  man,  is  placed  among  the  fevcn  •wonders  of  the 
world. 

(.v)  Paulus  Diaconus,  Hift.  Mifc. 

(y)  Conilantine  Porphyrogenetus  fays,  it  was  fold  to 
2  Jew  of  Edtfia,  and  increafes  prodigioufly  the  num- 
ber of  camels,  which  carried  off  its  fragments,  making 
them  amount  to  thirty  thoufand, 

(•s)  Murtius,  Piffertiition  on  the  Hie  of  Rliodcs. 

F  tare 
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ture.  The  temples  contained  a  multitude  of  ad- 
mirable works,  among  which,  fays  Strabo  (a), 
"  two  pictures  of  Protogenes  were  par- 
"  ticularly  admired,  the  one  reprefenting 
*'  lalyfus,  and  the  other  a  Satyr,  Handing 
"  upon  a  column,  with  a  partridge  at  his 
"  feet.  The  latter  pidure  being  expofed  to 
"  public  view,  the  bird  attraded  univerfal 
"  admiration,  fo  that  the  Satyr,  in  the 
"  finifhing  of  which  the  artift  had  emplcy- 
"  ed  his  utmoft  attention  and  abilities,  was 
"  almoft  entirely  difregarded.  The  wonder 
"  and  applaufe  of  the  fpedlators  was  ftill 
"  more  increafed,  when,  on  bringing  tame 
"  partridges  before  the  pi6lure,  they  began 
*'  to  call,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the 
"  painted  bird,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
"  multitude  (5).  Protogenes  was  fo  morti- 
"  fied  at  the  preference  given  to  what  was 
"  intended  merely  as  an  ornament,  that  he 
"  requefted  permiflion  from  the  prefeft  of  the 
"  temple  to  eiface  the  partridge,  and  aftually 
"  did  efface  it." 


(a)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

(Z-)  Protc^>enes  was  of   Canna,  a  city  of  Caria,  fubje^t 
to  the  Rhodians. 

Pliny 
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Pliny  (c)  thus  defcribes  the  pidure  of  laly- 
fus  mentioned  by  Strabo  :  "  The  nioll  beau- 
"  tiful  of  the  works  of  "Frotogenes,  is  the 
"  picture  of  lalyfus,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen 
"  in  the  temple  of  Peace  at  Rome.  To  fe- 
"  cure  it,  if  poflible,  againil  the  injuries  of 
"  time,  the  painter  placed  four  layers  of  colours 
"  one  over  the  other,  hoping  that  if  the  upper 
"  ones  fhould  decay,  the  lower  would  ftill 
"  remain.  In  this  pidure  we  fee  a  dog, 
"  exquifitely  painted  ;  chance  having  con- 
"  fpired  with  art  to  render  it  perfe£l.  The 
"  painter,  after  finiihing  every  part  of  the  ani- 
"  mal,  "  and  having  furmounted  every  diffi- 
"  culty,  was  fo  far  fatisfied  with  his  work  ; 
"  but  one  thing  ftill  remained,  which  he 
"  defpaired  of  being  able  perfectly  to  ex- 
"  pr.efs  ;  this  was  the  froth  which  whitens 
"  the  mouth  of  a  dog  when  panting  ;  to 
"  reprefent  this  defied  his  utmoft  art,  and 
"  in  every  attempt  he  only  feemed  to  de- 
"  part  further  from  nature.  The  foam  ap- 
"  peared  always  pamted,  and  never  natural. 
'*•  He  was  the  more  mortified,  as  he  was  ne- 
"  ver  fatisfied   with  any  thing  iefs  than  what 

(i-)  Pliny,  lib.  xxxv.  c.  10, 

F  2  **  might 
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"  might  be  miftaken  for  nature  itfelf.  Of- 
"  ten  did  he  efface  his  colours,  and  as  often 
"  change  his  bruflies,  without  fuccefs.  Ir- 
"  ritated  at  the  impotence  of  his  art,  he  pee- 
"  vifhly  threw  his  fpunge  againfl  the  pidure, 
"  which  by  accident  flruck  the  mouth  of 
"  the  dog,  and  difpofed  the  colours  more 
"  happily  than  his  utmoft  endeavours  and 
"  {kill  had  been  able  to  effed  ;  chance  for 
"  once  moil  accurately  imitating  na- 
-"  ture  {d):' 

I  have  been  fo  particular  in  the  defcription 
of  thefe  two  pieces,  to  prove  how  much  the 
ancients  excelled  in  the  art  of  painting.  Protoge- 
nes,  and  Apelles  his  cotemporary,  imitated  na- 
ture fo  perfe6lly,  that  their  piftures  feemed 
living  and  animated  beings.  The  refemblance 
was  fo  exad:,  that  animals,  nay  even  men, 
were  not  unfrequently  deceived.  Let  it  not 
be  imagined  that  the  artift,  born  with  the 
happiefl    talents,     can    ever    attain    this    de- 

[d]  Caius  Callius,  who  took  Rhodes,  and  carried  olf 
all  the  offerings,  except  the  chariot  of  the  fun,  brought 
away  t!iis  fine  piifturc.  Dit)n  Caffius.  It  was  prefcrved 
till  the  time  of  Con?vniodus,  under  whofe  reign  the  tenrple 
of  Peace  was  br.rnt,  that  i%  to  fiy,  in  the  year  450. 
Herod ian.  lib.  I. 
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gree  of  pcrfedion,  without  prodigious  efforts. 
Genius  muft  be  fecondcd  by  the  moft  per- 
fevering  labour,  and  a  profound  knowledge 
of  every  fcicnce  allied  to  his  art.  Without 
this,  the  painter  creates  nothing  for  immor- 
tality. Protogenes  (<?)  was  feven  years  in 
finiftiing  the  pidure  of  lalyfus  ;  and,  if  Pliny 
may  be  credited  (f),  during  the  whole  time, 
lived  entirely  on  lupins,  led,  by  too  much 
indulging  his  appetite,  he  fhould  obltruct  the 
adtivity  of  his  mind.  Nothing  can  give  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  fublinie  idea  entertained 
of  perfection  by  the  ancient  artifts,  or  more 
clearly  Ihew  how  much  they  were  inflamed  with 
a  noble  thirll  of  fame,  than  the  readinefs  with 
which  they  made  fuch  facrifices. 


((?)  Plutarch  in  Demetrio.  Protogenes  painted  for 
the  Rhodians  the  pidture  of  lalyfus,  which  was  car- 
ried off  by  Demetrius  from  a  houfe  in  the  fuburbs, 
while  yet  unfinifhed.  The  Rhodians  fent  a  herald  to 
him,  to  conjure  him  to  fpare  this  piece.  The  prince 
replied,  that  he  would  fooncr  burn  the  images  of  his 
father  than  fuch  a  produdion  of  fo  wonderful  an  art. 
It  is  faid  that  the  painter  was  employed  on  it  fevcn 
years. 

(f)  Pliny  lib.  xxxv.  c.  lo. 


Do 
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Do  not  imagine,  Madam,  that  Rhodes  con- 
tained only  a  fmall  number  of  excellent 
paintings.  The  porticos  of  its  temples 
were  decorated  with  piftures  of  infinite  va- 
lue. The  pofleffion  of  one  only  of  thefe  im- 
mortal works,  fays  Ariftides  (g),  would  have 
fufficed  to  render  a  town  illuftrious.  Lu- 
cian  (b),  who  was  no  flatterer,  has  thefe  words, 
when  fpeaking  of  his  refiding  at  Rhodes  : 
"  I  lodged  in  the  quarter  of  the  temple  of 
"  Bacchus,  and,  in  my  leifure  hours,  fre- 
"  quently  rambled  through  the  city  to  enter- 
"  tain  myfelf  with  the  admirable  works  of  art 
"  with  which  it  is  enriched.  Nothing  can  fur- 
"  pafs  the  exquifite  pleafure  I  have  experi- 
"  enced,  from  time  to  time,  while  walking 
"  under  the  porticos  of  the  temple,  and  con- 
"  templating  the  admirable  paintings  which 
"  adorn  that  noble  edifice.  My  fatisfaclion 
"  was  the  greater,  as  I  was  well  acquainted 
"  with  the  fubjefts,  and  recalled  to  memory 
"  the  poetical  {lories  of  the  Gods  and  He- 
"  roes  that  are  there  fo  admirably  repreient- 
'-'  ed." 

f^^^J  Ariftides,  in  Rhodinca. 
{/jj  Lucian,  in  Ainoriou*. 

The 
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The  fciences  and  literature  ever  go  hand 
in  hand  with  the  fine  arts,  of  which  they 
are  the  inflructors  and  the  guides.  For  the 
cultivation  of  thefe  alfo  were  the  Rhodians 
diftinguiflied.  Their  fchools  attained  fo 
high  a  degree  of  celebrity,  that  they  were 
reforted  to  by  fome  of  the  greateft  men  of 
Rome  ;  among  whom  w^ere  Cato  (/),  Marcus 
Brutus  (;è),  Cicero  (/),  Caflius  (w),  Csefar  («), 
and  Pcmpey  (&). 

Thefe  men,  born  to  command,  did  not  con- 
fine themfelves  to  a  few  frivolous  acquifitions  ; 
they  all  learnt  Greek,  then  the  univerfal 
language,  and  ftudied  with  attention  the  prin- 
ciples of  legiHation,  and  the  laws  of  various 
nations.     Above  all,  they  endeavoured  to  per- 


(/)  Aurelius  Viaor,  Vit.  Viror.  Illuftr. 

(i)  Cicero,  in  Bruto. 

(/)  Appian,  de  Bello  Civili,  lib.  iv. 

(m)  Caflius  made  a  voyage  to  Rhodes,  where  he  was  in- 
ftrudted  in  the  fine  arts,  and  the  beauties  and  niceties  of  the 
Greek  language. 

(«)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Casfaris  :  He  failed  for  Rhodes, 
there  to  ftudy  eloquence  under  Apollonius  Milo,  whofe 
difciple  Cicero  had  been. 

(0)  Plutarch,  nn  Vita  Pompeii  :  He  repaired  to  Rhodes, 
and  ftudied  éloquence  there,  under  the  Sophifts,  paying  to 
each  a  talent. 

fed 
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feâ:  themfelves  under  the  Greek  rhetorician,^ 
in  the  art  of  public  fpeaking.  Deftined  as 
they  were  to  diicourfe  before  an  enlightened 
people,  concerning  the  moft  important  in- 
terefts  of  the  whole  world,  eloquence  was 
neceflary  to  govern  the  minds  of  men,  and 
enforce  perfuafion  by  lively  images,  or  co- 
gent reafoning.  Oratory  was,  at  that  time, 
as  mdifpenfable  to  a  Roman  as  courage  or  mili- 
tary abilities. 

To  what  muft  we  attribute  this  flourifh- 
mg  ftate  of  the  Rhodian  republic  ?  To  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,  the  beauty  of  the  climate^ 
or  the  excellent  fituation  of  the  illand  ? 
Thefe  advantages,  no  doubt,  contributed  to, 
but  were  not  the  efficient  caufe  of,  the  wealth 
of  the  Rhodians,  which  was  owing  to  the 
goodnefs  of  their  laws,  and  the  wifdom  of 
their  government,  the  only  folid  founda- 
tions of  the  glory  of  empires.  "  We  cannot 
**  too  much  admire,"  fays  Strabo  (/>),  "  the 
"'^  care  with  which  the  Rhodians  preferve 
"  their  excellent  code  of  laws   (y),    and    the 

"  wifdom 

(/>)  Strabo,  lib.  xlv. 

[q)  The  Roman   Emj^erors   adopted   tbe    naval  code  ot 
'he    Rhodians.      Volulius    Maxiinus,     Je    Lege    Rhodiaca 

has 
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*'  wifdom  confpicuous  in  the  whole  confti- 
"  tution  of  their  republic,  and  elpecially,  in 
"  the  management  of  their  navy.  I'his  has 
"  long  preferved  them  the  empire  of  the 
"  fea,  which  they  have  freed  from  pirates, 
"  and  fecured  to  them  the  friendfhip  of  the 
**  Romans.'*  In  alliance  with  numerous 
other  powers,  they  artfully  accommodated 
themfelves  to  their  various  interefls,  without 
taking  part  in  their  private  quarrels.  This 
j'age  policy  procured  them  a  long  peace,  and 
rendered  their  commerce  fo  flourifliing,  that 
it  extended  over  the  whole  Mediterraneano 
Rhodes  was  the  emporium  of  every  trading 
nation.  "  The  mariner  who  touched  there,'* 
fays  Ariitides  (r),  "  beheld,  with  ailonifh- 
^'  ment,  feveral  harbours,  formed  by  art^ 
^'  of    piers    of   ftone,    which     advanced    far 

has  preferved  us  the  following  declaration  of  the  Emiieror 
Antoninus  ;  "  I,  the  mafter  ot  the  world  :  Let  every  thing 
*'  relative  to  naval  affairs  be;  detei mined  by  the  maiitinic 
**  code  of  the  Rhodians,  as  often  as  that  ih.U  not  diretftly 
**  contradicfl  our  laws." 

M.  Pafloret,   in  an  excellent  dificriation,   which  obtained 
the  prize,   of  the  academy  of  inl<:riptions,  has  demonllrated 
ths  iftfluejico  of  thefe  laws  on  the  marine  of  the  Romans. 
(r)  ArifHdcs,  in  Rhodiaca. 

"  in  10 
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"  into  the  fea.  One  of  thefe  received  the 
"  veffels  from  Ionia;  another,  thofe  from 
"  Caria.  Here  a  mole  offered  fhelter  to  the 
"  fleets  of  Egypt,  Cyprus  and  Phoenicia,  as  if 
"  exprefsly  formed  for  each  refpedive  city. 
"  Near  to  thefe  ports,  arfenals  reared  their 
**  lofty  heads,  and  aftoniilied  the  beholder 
"  with  their  magnificence.*' 

The  forefls  of  Mount  Atabyris  (s),  which 
were  carefully  preferved,  furnifhed  the  Rho- 
dians  with  excellent  fhip  timber.  Their  vef- 
fels  were  the  befl  failers  in  the  world,  and 
their  mariners  the  mofl  expert  in  navigation. 
This  gave  occafion  to  the  following  apof- 
trophe  from  Ariftides  (t)  ;  "Oh,  ye  Rho- 
"  dians  Î  if  ever  the  tempeft  warns  you  to 
"  think  of  your  fafety  ;  if  ever  you  have  to 
"  ftruggle  againil  the  fury  of  the  waves,  re- 
^*  colleâ:  the  exprefTion  of  one  of  your  mari- 
"  ners,^  when  his  veffei  was  labouring  in 
*^  a  florm  :  He  faw  the  abyfs  opening  to 
*'  receive  him  ;  when  raifmg  his  voice,  he 
"  exclaimed,     Oh,    Neptune  1     know   that   I 

{s)  Atabyris,  the  higkeil  mountain  in  the  ifle  cf  Rhodes, 
produces  excellent  pine  trees, 
(i)   Ariilides,  in  Rhodiaca, 

"  will 
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"  will  not  abandon  the  helm,  and  that  if  I 
"  muft  be  fwallowed  up,  I  will  fleer  my  fhip 
"  to  the  very  depth  of  thy .  empire  1"  Such, 
Madam,  were  the  fources  of  the  power  and 
glory  of  the  Rhodians.  Alexander  (z^),  who 
regarded  their  city  as  the  firft  in  the  univerfe, 
chofe  there  to  depofit  his  iall  will. 

The  Rhodians  were  worthy  to  inhabit  this 
city.  Their  morals  were  mild  and  amiable, 
and  their  manners  polilhed,  without  affecla- 
tion  (v^.  When  they  appeared  in  public,  they 
were  remarkable  for  the  gravity  of  their  de- 
portment. They  were  not  feen  loitering  in 
the  ftreets  ;  but  ferioufly  reproved  foreigners 
whom  they  faw  flroUing  about  in  inconfide- 
rate  idlenefs.  At  the  theatre,  when  a  piece 
deferVed  applaufe,  all  the  fpeclators  kept  a 
profound  filence.  This  they  deemed  the  bed 
homage  they  could  pay  to  merit.  At  their 
tables,  civility  and  urbanity  prelided  j  and 
all  excefs  was  banifhed.  They  converfed 
in  a  free  and  friendly  manner  with  their 
guefts,  and  never  mortified  them,  by  afluming 
the  fuperiority  of  a  m.after.     "  Thefe  are  the 

(a)  Dlodorus  Siculus,  lib.  xx. 
(■y)  Dion.  Chryioiioni,  Orat.  32. 

*'  virtues,** 
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*'  virtues,'*  fays  Ariftides  (w),  "  which  render 
"  your  city  fo  renowned.  Thefe  raife  you 
"  above  every  other  nation,  and  attrad  the  love 
"  and  admiration  of  every  people.  Your  an- 
"  cient,  and  truly  Grecian  manners,  render 
"  you  far  more  illuftrious  than  your  ports, 
"  your  walls,  or  your  arfenals  !'* 

Such  a  people  could  not  but  be  humane. 
As  for  myfelf,  I  doubt  whether  men  poiTefs  a 
right  to  put  other  men  to  death,  even  when 
guilty  of  great  crimes.  The  Rhodians,  how- 
ever, it  is  certain,  fpared  their  fellow-citizens 
the  horror  of  thofe  bloody  tragedies,  which 
diflionour  our  cities.  Far  from  preparing 
fcaffolds  in  public  places  ;  far  from  hiring 
defpi cable  mercenaries  to  publifli  in  the  flreets 
fentences  which  condemn  unhappy  wretches 
to  the  flames,  or  the  wheel  ;  the  law  prohibited 
any  executioner  from  entering  Rhodes  (x). 
Even  the  fentence  of  death  was  pronounced 
without  the  gates  of  the  city  (y).  And  they 
would  have  confidered  it  as  an  impiety,  to 
ftain  their  ftreets  with  human  blood. 

(zy)  Ariftidts,   in  RJiodiaca. 

(x)  Dion.  Ghryfbilom. 

(_)'}  Arillidcs,  in  Rhodiara, 

The 
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The  ancient  writers,  neverthelefs,  reproach 
the  Rhodians  with  the  vices  infeparable  from 
great  wealth  :  luxury,  and  voluptuoufnefs. 
"  They  build,"  fays  Stratonicus,  "  as  if  they 
"  were  immortal,  and  ferve  their  tables  with 
"  as  much  profufion,  as  if  they  had  but  a 
"  few  days  to  live.'*  The  velTels  they  made 
ufe  of  in  their  repalts,  were  of  an  exquifite 
invention  (::;),  and  greatly  renowned  for  the 
pleafure  they  gave  in  drinking.  In  their  com- 
pofition  they  employed  myrrh,  the  flower  of 
an  odoriferous  reed,  faffron,  balm,  amoma, 
and  cinnamon,  baked  together.  Anacrecn, 
reciting  the  number  of  his  miftrefles,  fays, 
"  For  Rhodes,  write  down  two  thoufand.'* 
And  we  find,  the  ancients  called  it  the  city 
of  gallantry  (^). 

The  government  of  Rhodes  was  always 
republican.  At  firft,  the  fupreme  authority 
was  lodged  with  the  people.  The  nobles,  after- 
wards, got  poifeflion  of  it  ;  and  formed  an 
ariftocracy  (b).  But  they  did  not  abufe  their 
power.     Humanity  led  them  to  fuccour  their 

(z)  Athjînxns,  lib.  vii. 
{a)  Athenjcus,  lib.  vii:, 
{I)  Ariaot.  Politic,  fib,  v. 

fellow- 
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fellow-citizens  ;  and  true  policy  taught  them, 
that  the  lower  claffes  of  fociety  are  of  the 
moft  real  importance  ;  becaufe,  without  them,  a 
(late  cannot  even  fubfift.  They  took  care, 
therefore,  to  prevent  the  wretchednefs  which 
is  fo  deftrudtive  to  population  (f),  and  created 
magiftrates,  whofe  fole  employment  it  was,  to 
prevent  or  relieve,  the  neceifities  of  the  poor  ; 
to  provide  them  with  wholefome  food,  and 
employ  them  in  the  public  works.  This  ex- 
cellent regulation  fecured  tranquillity  to  the 
republic,  which  never  experienced  thofe  vio- 
lent and  repeated  convulfions,  that,  at  length, 
overthrew  thofe  of  Athens  and  Rome.  It, 
indeed,  fuffered  from  fome  tranfient  ftorms. 
Alcibiades,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  fleet, 
rendered  them  fubjeft  to  the  Athenians  ;  but 
the  republic,  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Byzantium  and  Chio,  fhook 
oif  that  yoke  (^).  Maufoleus  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Rhodes,  by  ftratagem,  and  eflabli/hed 
a  tyranny.  Artemifia,  his  queen,  making  ufe 
of  a  like  artifice,  cut  off  fome  of  the  principal 

(c)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

(dj  Libanius,   dc  Pwhodiorum  Libertate 

in- 
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inhabitants.     But  the  Rhcdians  expelled  their 
tyrants,  and  recovered  their  liberty. 

The  Rhodians  were  peaceably  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  the  wifdom  of  their  government, 
when  Antigonus  (^),  irritated  at  not  having 
been  able  to  detach  them  from  the  alliance  of 
Ptolemy,  king  of  Egypt,  declared  war  againft 
them.  He  made  immenfe  preparations,  'and 
fent  his  fon,  Demetrius,  to  fubdue  the  ifiand. 
That  prince,  excellently  fkilled  in  the  art  of 
taking  towns,  belieged  Rhodes  by  fea  and 
land.  To  reduce  it,  he  invented  new  ma- 
chines. He  advanced,  to  the  foot  of  the  walls, 
a  moving  citadel  of  wood  plated  with  iron. 
This  edifice,  called  the  Helepoiis,  was  of  a 
prodigious  fize  ;  had  nine  ftories,  and  might  be 
moved  every  way.  Catapultas  were  employed 
againft  the  walls,  which  threw  prodigious 
ftones  and  beams  of  an  immenfe  fize,  headed 
with  iron,  while  battering-rams,  two  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  worked  by  a  thoufand  men 
at  once,  were  fhaking  them  with  repeated  ftrokes. 
A  multitude  of  archers,  placed  on  the  top  of 
the  moving  tower,    Ihowered  down  their   ar- 


(e)  Diodoras    Siculus,    lib.    xx.    dcfcnbes  tlii?    fiege   a* 
length. 

rows 


8o  LETTERS 

rows  on  the  befieged.  Thirty  thoufand  fol- 
diers  were  employed  to  put  the  helepolis  hi 
motion  ;  and  fight  under  its  fheker.  The 
llrongeft  tower  of  Rhodes,  and  great  part  of 
the  wall,  were  thrown  down  ;  but  the  eouragg 
of  a  free  people  triumphed  over  the  fleets  of 
Demetrius,  the  numerous  army  he  had  in 
his  pay,  and  all  the  military  talents  this  great 
captain  difp!ayed,  during  a  whole  year,  in  his 
various  attacks.  At  the  moment  when  the 
befieged  were  mofl  briikly  prefled,  fome 
of  the  fenators  propofed  to  throw  down  the 
flatues  ereâ;ed  in  honour  of  Antigonus  and 
Demetrius,  in  happier  times  :  but  the  people! 
rejeded  this  mean  counfel,  and  treated  it  as 
criminal.  The  generofity  of  the  Rhodians, 
toward  their  enemy,  did  them  honour  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Greece  ;  and  hillory  has  prefervedj 
and  long  will  preferve,  the  memory  of  fa 
glorious  an  aftion  (/). 

{'/)  Ptolemy  rendered  them  gieii  fcrvices  during  tins  war, 
by  tending  therii  troops,  and  fhips,  ladcu  with  corn.  They, 
in  graiitade,  fent  to  confult  the  oi<tcle  of  Amnion  ;  and,  on 
it?  anfwer,  confecrated,  within  their  \vu\h,  a  mignifîceût 
monum-nt  ;  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Ptolemy  ;  It  was 
fi  l'irgc  fquare,  with  a  portico  on  each  fide,  a  ftadium  (fix 
hundrvd  feet)  in  Icnarh.     Dlodorus  Siculu';.  lib.  xx. 

Mithri- 
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Mithridàtes  (g),  who  fo  long  withftood  the 
fortune  of  the  Romans,  and  conquered  Greece, 
and  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  failed  in 
his  attempts  on  Rhodes  (b).  Caius  CafTms 
took  it,  during  the  civil  war,  and  defpoiled  it 
of  a  part  of  its  treafures.  Neverthelefs,  the 
republic  again  glorioufly  reared  her  head, 
and  the  fervices  rendered  the  Romans  by  the 
Rhodians,  procured  them  both  their  liberty 
and  new  towns  in  Caria.  In  fine,  ever  ob- 
fervant  of  their  laws,  and  careful  to  main- 
tain the  commerce  to  which  they  owed  their 
power,  they  remained  independent  till  the 
reign  of  Vefpafian  (z),  who  flrfl  reduced 
their  ifland  to  a  Roman  province.  Since 
that  time,  Rhodes  has  been  only  one  of 
the  fined  ifles  of  the  Archipelago.  The 
power  and  riches  of  the  inhabitants  have 
difappeared.  It  feems  as  if  their  genius  be- 
came extinâ:  with  their  liberty,  that  facred 
fire,  which  had  caufed  them  to  produce  fo 
many      wonders.      Literature,     the     fciences. 


(g)  Aurelius  Vicflor,  de  Viris  Illuftribus. 

(h)  Diodorus  Siculas,   1.  xx. 

(i)  Suetonius,  in  Vita  Vefpafian.  cap.  8. 

G  and 
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and  arts,  lofl  with  their  freedom,  have  never 
more  revived. 

Under  Conftantine  this  ifland  remained  a 
part  of  the  Eaflern  empire,  which  was  greatly 
weakened  by  its  divifion.  The  pufillanimity 
and  vices  of  the  princes  who  fucceeded,  fhook 
it  to  its  very  foundation.  The  Arabs,  led  on  by 
the  enthufiafm  which  Mahomet  had  infpired, 
invading  and  giving  battle  in  the  name  of  the 
Almighty,  conquered  the  fineft  provinces  of 
the  empire  ;  and  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Conjftans  (k),  Mowiah,  Othman's 
lieutenant,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Rhodes. 
The  Greek  emperors,  however,  at  length 
expelled  the  infidels,  and  kept  pofleflion  till  the 
time  of  Baldwin  ;  who,  becoming  fovereign 
of  Conftantinople,  fent  a  prefedl  to  Rhodes  (/). 
Some  time  after,  John  Ducas  conquered  it. 
The  brave  warriors,  then  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  led  on  by  their 
grand  mafter.  Foulques  de  Viliaret,  attacked 
and  took  it,  after  a  bloody  battle,  in  which 
heroifm    triumphed    over    numbers    and   va- 


(i)  Zonoras,  Annal.  3. 

(/)   Nicephorus  Gregorias,  lib.  ii. 

lour. 
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lour(;;7).  Mahomet  the  fécond,  who  made  the 
Chriflian  world  tremble,  and  feemed  to  have 
enchained  viftory  to  his  car,  tarniflied  the 
luftre  of  his  laurels,  by  befieging  this  place, 
defended  by  a  handful  of  heroes.  In  1552, 
Soliman  faw  a  numerous  army  perilh  under 
its  walls  ;  and  if  this  redoubtable  conqueror 
of  Hungary  and  Perfia  did  at  length  fubdue 
Rhodes,  attacked,  as  it  was,  on  all  fides  by  the 
forces  of  the  Turks,  the  greater  was  the  fhame 
for  the  Chridian  princes,  who  did  not  fend  a 
fingle  veflel  to  the  aid  of  its  intrepid  defenders. 
Deftroyed,  rather  than  vanquillied,  they  w^ere 
almoft  all  buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  forts. 
Soliman  could  not  enter  the  town,  but  through 
torrents  of  the  blood  of  his  foldiers.  He 
found  it  nothing  but  heaps  of  ruins,  defended 
by  a  fmall  number  of  knights,  covered  with 
wounds,  at  the  head  of  whom  appeared  the 
famous  Villiers  de  Tlfle  Adam,  a  brave  old 
man,  who  united  to  the  coolnefs  of  age,  the 
intrepidity  of  a  hero,  and  the  greatnefs  of  foul 
of  a  philofopher. 

I  have,  now,  given  you  a  fummary  of  the 
hiftory   of  R-hodes,     from    the   earliefl   anti- 

(m)  Paulus  Langius,  in  Chronico  Citizenll. 
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quity,  to  the  period  in  which  it  fell  under 
the  power  of  the  Turks  :  it  now  remains  for 
me  to  lay  before  you  fome  account  of  its  pre- 
fent  ftate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E   R     XIII. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

Rhodes. 


I 


HAVE  no  longer,  Madain,  the  pleafure 
of  prefenting  you  the  defcription  of  a  mag- 
nificent city,  a  wife  government,  or  a  free 
and  glorious  nation.  The  ambition  of  the 
Romans,  the  degeneracy  of  the  monarchs  of 
the  Lower  Empire,  the  fanaticifm  of  the 
Arabs,  and  deftrudive  earthquakes,  have  al- 
ternately laid  wafle  the  ifle  of  Rhodes.  The 
defpotifm  of  the  Turks,  fucceeding  to  thefe 
calamities,  has  been  the  caufe  of  no  lefs  fatal 
evils  ;  and  utterly  deftroyed  monuments,  fcien- 
ces,  and  arts. 

The  modern  town,  built  on  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  city,  occupies  only  a  quarter  of 
its  extent,  and  poifeffes  no  remarkable  anti- 
quities. Not  even  the  fmalleit  remains  of  the 
theatre,  temples,  and  portico,  are  to  be  difco- 
vered.  Statues,  coloflufes,  paintings,  all 
have  been  deltroyed,  or  carried  oif.     To  wide 

and 
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and  (kilfully  difpofed  ftreets  ;  to  thofe  regu- 
larly ranged  edifices,  where  each  front  pre- 
fented  the  fame  order  of  architefture,  have  fuc- 
ceeded  narrow  and  winding  lanes,  and  houfes 
without  tafte,  regularity,  or  decoration.  I  may 
venture  to  aflert,  Madam,  that  if  a  Rhodian 
of  the  days  of  Alexander  were  to  revifit  his 
native  city,  he  would  find  himfelf  abfolutely 
a  flranger  ;  he  would  not  recoiled  the  fmalleft 
monument  ;  but  mull  imagine  himfelf  tranf- 
ported  into  a  country  inhabited  by  barba- 
rians. 

The  knights  of  Rhodes  have  left  various 
traces  of  their  refidence  in  the  ifland.  Their 
armorial  enfigns,  and  fome  bufls  of  the  grand 
maflers,  fculptured  in  relief,  on  marble, 
decorate  the  front  of  feveral  buildings. 
The  walls  and  towers  they  erected  ftill 
fubfift,  and  bear  the  glorious  marks  of  their 
obflinate  defence.  The  church  of  St.  John 
has  been  converted  into  a  mofque.  The  vaft 
hofpital,  in  which  Chriftian  charity  received 
the  faithful  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
furnifhed  them  with  fuccours,  at  this  day 
ferves  as  a  granary  for  the  Turks.  The  bar- 
barians fufter  it  to  go  to  ruin,  as  well  as   the 

eovernment 


ON       GREECE.  87 

government  houfe,  in  which  we  find  antique 
marbles,  and  columns. 

Rhodes  has  only  two  harbours.  The 
fmallell  faces  the  eaft,  and  is  called  Darca. 
Rocks,  at  a  fmall  dillance  from  each  other,  in 
the  front,  block  the  entrance,  and  only  leave 
room  for  one  vefl'el  to  pafs.  Moles,  raifcd 
on  each  fide,  defend  it  from  every  wind. 
The  Turks,  who,  fmce  the  conquefl  of  the 
ifland,  have  not  removed  from  it  a  fmgle  grain 
of  fand,  fufFer  it  gradually  to  choak  up.  There 
is  only  water  enough  for  merchant  fiiips,  and 
even  they  are  obliged  to  unload  a  part  of  their 
cargo,  before  they  can  enter  it.  Ships  go 
thither  to  careen,  and  caravelles  are  built 
there  for  the  Grand  Signior.  This  handfome 
bafon  might  be  made  fit  for  the  reception  of 
large  velfels,  if  the  fame  means  were  em- 
ployed to  clear  it,  as  at  Marfeilles  and  other 
ports. 

The  other  harbour  is  large  ;  it  bears  the  name 
of  Rhodes  ;  and  in  this,  frigates  of  thirty 
guns  may  anchor.  Veffels  are  here  defended 
from  the  wefterly  winds,  which,  in  thefe  lati- 
tudes, prevail  nine  months  in  the  year. 
North  and  north-eaflerly  winds  blow  full 
into  the   harbour  ;    and,    when   violent,  fhips 

are 
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are  in  danger  of  driving  on  the  rocks,  or 
againft  the  walls  of  the  town.  Though  Rhodes 
has  retained  none  of  its  ancient  fplendor,  its 
advantageous  fituation,  on  the  point  of  a 
promontory,  its  houfes  difpofed  in  the  form 
of  an  amphitheatre,  the  foUd  flrufture  of  its 
walls,  and  its  towers  advanced  upon  the  Ihoals, 
give  it  an  air  of  ftrength  and  importance  to 
mariners,  as  they  approacli  the  city  (n).  But 
there  are  no  loldiers  on  the  ifland.  Its  forts 
are  without  defenders,  and  will  become  the 
conqueft  of  the  lirft  nation,  which  fhall  think 
proper  to  attack  them. 

The  Pacha  is  the  governor  general  of  the 
ifland.  He  poiTefles  abfolute  power  ;  and  pre- 
fides  at  once  over  civil  juflice  and  military 
difcipline.  He  nominates  to  employments 
that  fall  vacant  ;  fentences  to  death,  and  is 
to  watch  over  the  maintenance  of  good  order, 

(hJ  The  Rhodians  have  no  troops  in  their  ifland. 
They  are  not  warriors.  Knowing  thcmlelves  incapable  of 
refining  the  weakeft  enemy  who  may  attack  them,  in 
time  of  war  they  hire  foldiers  from  Caramania,  to  defend 
their  city.  Thefe  are  undifciplined  troops,  who  aban- 
don thcmfelves  to  all  the  excefi'es  of  a  blind  ferocity,  and 
are  more  to  be  dreaded  by  the  inhabitants,  than  by  the 
enemy. 

through 
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through  the  whole  extent  of  his  government. 
This  fupreme  officer,  finding  no  one  who 
dare  refifl  his  will,  may  be  guilty  of  the  ut- 
moft  excefles  of  tyranny,  without  ft^ar  of 
punilhmcnt  or  controul. 

All  private  litigations  are  decided  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  judge,  called  the  Cadi. 
His  decifions  are  without  appeal.  He  partakes 
alfo  of  the  ecclefiaflical  jurifdiftion  with  the 
Muphti.  The  latter  is  the  interpreter  of  the 
Koran,  prefides  over  religious  affairs,  and 
expounds  the  divine  law  ;  nor  can  the  Pacha 
put  a  man  to  death,  until  he  has  given  his 
fan£lion  to  the  juflice  of  the  fentence. 

The  Greeks  and  Jews  have  a  chief  named 
the  Mouteveli,  who  is  their  intendant  general  ; 
and  has  the  regulation  of  the  tax  called  Ca- 
rach  (0)  (a  capitation  tax,  impofed  by  the 
Grand  Signior  on  all  his  fubjeéls  who  are 
not  Mahometans,  but  which  is  paid  only  by 
the  men}.  He  decides  all  differences  that  arife 
among  them,  without  its  being  neceffary  to 
have  recourfe  to  any  other  jurifdiftion.  When 
the  Cadi  has  condenmed  a  Greek  or  Jewifli 
debtor  to  pay  the  money  due  to  his  creditor, 

(0)   This  word  is  Arabic,  and  fignifies  tribute,   or  tax. 

he 
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he  fends  his  fentence  to  the  Mouteveli,  who, 
if  he  thinks  proper,  carries  it  into  execution. 
Thefe  are  the  principal  officers  in  the  ifland, 
who  ali  feem  to  confpire  its  ruin.  As  a  proof 
of  this,  I  fhall  give  you  a  flight  flcetch  of 
their  adminiflration  ;  for  the  truth  of  which  I 
can  fafely  vouch. 

The  foil  of  Rhodes  is  dry  and  fandy  j  but 
the  numerous  fprings  which  water  it  render 
it  extremely  fertile.  Corn  thrives  there  ad- 
mirably. Its  yellov/  and  heavy  grain  affords 
a  flour  as  white  as  fnow,  which  makes  excel- 
lent bread.  If  half  of  the  country,  capable 
of  growing  it,  were  cultivated,  the  Rhodians 
would  have  far  more  than  fufficient  for  their 
confumption,  and  might  export  to  foreign 
countries.  But  the  Turks  are  no  cultivators  ; 
and  the  Greeks,  weighed  down  by  the  fer- 
vices  exafted  from  them  by  the  Mouteveli, 
for  his  own  profit  ;  and  difcouraged  by  the 
fear  of  not  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  la- 
bours, let  the  fineft  fields  lie  barren.  It  is 
certain,  Madam,  that  a  fingle  word  from  the 
Pacha  would  enrich  the  country  with  the 
treafures  of  agriculture.  He  is  abfolute,  and 
has  but  to  command,  and  aflTure  the  hufband- 
man   of  his   protection  :    but    he   knows    not 

whv'ther 
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■whether  he  fliall  himfelf  be  in  place  to-mor- 
row, and  would  be  fearful  of  labouring  for 
the  advantage  of  his  fucceflbr.  Befides,  a  ftill 
more  powerful  reafon  prevents  him  from 
endeavouring  any  improvement  :  the  milery 
of  the  country  conflitutes  his  wealth.  Rhodes 
not  furnifhing  fufficient  corn  for  the  fupport  of 
its  inhabitants,  he  fends  to  purchafe  the  grain  of 
Caramania,  which  is  of  an  inferior  quality, 
at  a  low  rate.  He  has  this  conveyed  to 
market  in  fmall  quantities,  to  enhance  the 
price.  But,  what  is  llill  more  opprefTive,  is 
that  the  rate  fixed  for  the  firft  bulhel  of  the 
new  crop,  ferves  as  the  ftandard  price  for  all 
that  is  fold  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  ; 
which  rule  is  not  to  be  departed  from,  though 
one  half  of  the  people  fliould  perifli.  This 
infamous  monopoly,  which  rapidly  enriches 
thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it,  is  produtHve 
of  the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  the  induflry  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. What,  indeed,  can  be  expeded  from 
a  nation,  in  want  of  the  firft  necefiaries  of 
life  ?  What  exchanges  can  they  make  with 
foreign  countries,  if  their  own  be  infufficient 
for  their  fupport,  and  they  have  neither  arts 
nor  manufa6tures  ?    and,    indeed,  the  univer- 

fal 
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fal  poverty  and  frightful  depopulation  of  the 
illaiid,  are  indelible  proofs  of  the  vices  of  this 
wretched  government.  The  following  ftate- 
ment  will  be  a  fufficient  demonllration  of 
what  I  have  faid. 

The  ifland  of  Rhodes  contains  two  cities  ; 
the  capital,  of  the  fame  name,  of  which  I  have 
been  fpeaking,  and  the  ancient  Lindus.  The 
former  is  inhabited  by  Turks,  and  a  fmall 
number  of  Jews, 

Five  villages  inhabited  by  Mahometans,  and 
Five  towns  and  forty  one  villages  inhabited 
by  Greeks. 

Number  of  families. 


Turks 

- 

4700 

Greeks 

- 

2500 

Jews 

- 

100 

Total  ^2)'^^ 

Suppofmg  five  perfons  to  a  family,  we 
fhall  have  36,500  inhabitants.  But  the  ifland 
is  more  than  forty  leagues  in  circumference. 
Here  then  is  a  vafl  fpace  occupied  by  few- 
er  people   than    is    contained   in   a  moderate 

town 
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town  in  France.  Might  we  not  fay  that  at 
Rhodes  the  earth  devours  its  inhabitants  ?  By 
no  means  ;  the  foil  is  fruitful,  and  would  pro- 
duce abundantly,  now,  as  well  as  formerly, 
corn,  oil,  excellent  wines,  wax,  and  even 
wood  for  fhip-building.  Defpotifm,  and  the 
monopolies  of  the  great,  alone  prevent  the 
increafe  of  the  inhabitants.  The  ftate  of  the 
revenues  of  the  ifland  perfeâly  correfponds 
with  the  fmall  number  and  poverty  of  the 
Rhodians.  Permit  me.  Madam,  to  lay  it 
before  you  ;  without  thefe  particulars,  what 
I  relate  would  appear  incredible. 


Table 
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Tabic  of  the  revenues  of  the  illand  of  Rhodes. 


Duties  of  carach  or  capitation 
Tenths  on  all  produce  of  the  land 
Cuftoms 
Tax  on  houfes 
On  the  farm  of  wax 
On  cattle 
At  the  gates 

On  the  farm  of  the  baths 
On  fait 
On  vineyards 

New  poll  tax  on  every  Greek      7 
and  Jew  3 


42500' 

a! 

23050 

6250 

10300 

M~ 

800 

c 
c 

200 

1200 
700 

6 

V-, 

0 

600 

M 

900 

J 

c5 

c 


Total 

Here  then  we  have  90,000 
Turkifli  piaftres  which  the  iiland 
produces  the  Grand  Signior, 
from  which  we  muft  deduft 

Employed  in  paying  the  guards 
of  the  town  and  villages,  the 
in^peâors  of  eftates  in  the  coun- 
try, the  repairs  of  the  mofques, 
and  the  bread  and  foap  diflri- 
buted  to  the  poor,  by  order  of 
the  Sultan.  So  that  the  Grand 
Signior  really  receives  no  more 
than 


90,000 


55,500  Piadres 


34,500  l-*iiiftres 


From 
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From  this  calculation,  Madam,  on  the  ac- 
curacy of  which  you  may  rely,  it  appears  that 
this  large  illand  produces  lefs   to  the  Ottoman 
emperors,   than   many    eftates,    of  only   fome 
leagues  extent,  in  France,  are   worth  to  their 
pofleflbrs.     Do  not  afk  me  what  has  become 
of  that   powerful    people,    who,    profiting  by 
their  advantageous  filuation,  their  forells,  their 
harbours,   and   the  fertility  of  their  country, 
covered  the  Mediterranean  with  their  vidori- 
ous  fleets  :  I   have  already  faid  they  loft   their 
liberty  ;  and  with  it  fcience  and  national  geni- 
us.    The    Turkilh    government    has   put   the 
finifhing  hand  to  their   misfortunes  ;    Rhodes 
now    only   affords    a   few    indigent    wretches, 
without  commerce,  arts,  or  induftry,  becaufe 
they  can  have  no  property,  who  wander  over 
the  defolated  plains  of  this   once   flouriiliing 
ifland. 

Of  the  three  cities  founded,  according  to 
the  fable,  by  the  children  of  the  fun,  Lindus 
alone  has  left  any  remarkable  veftiges.  Ca- 
mirus  and  Jalifus  are  totally  deftroyed  (pj* 
"  Leaving  Rhodes,  fays  Strabo,  and  failing 
"  on  with  the  coaft   on   the  right,    the  firft 

(p)  Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

"  city 
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*'  city  we  arrive  at  is  Lindus,  fituated  on  â 
"  hill  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
"  oppofite  Alexandria.  The  traveller  here 
"  admires  the  famous  temple  of  the  Lindian 
"  Minerva,  built  by  the  daughters  of  Da- 
*'  naus  Cq)>'*  Cadmus  enriched  it  with  magni- 
ficent offerings.  The  inhabitants  here  confecrated 
the  feventh  ode  of  Pindar's  Olympics,  which 
they  infcribed  in  letters  of  gold  (r).  The 
ruins  of  this  noble  edifice  are  Itili  vifible 
on  an  eminence  near  the  fea.  The  remains 
of  its  walls,  which  were  built  with  enormous 
ftones,  difcover  the  Egyptian  tafte  ;  but 
the  columns  and  other  ornaments  have  been 
carried  off.  On  the  highefl  part  of  the  rock, 
we  perceive  the  ruins  of  a  caftle  that  ferved 
as  a  fortrefs  to  the  town  ;  it  occupied  a  large 
Ipace  which  is  now  filled  with  rubbilh. 

The  modern  Lindus  is  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  this  hill  ;  a  deep  bay,  which  runs 
up  far  into  the  land,  ferves  it  as  a  harbour. 
Veffels  find  here  good  anchorage,  in  eight 
and  twelve  fathom  water,    and  are   fheltered 

(q)  Diodorns  Siculus,   lib.  v.  H^ys  it  was  built  by  Danaus 
himfeîf. 
(r)  Demetrius  Triclinlus. 

from 
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from  the  fouth-wefterly  winds,  which  pre- 
vail during  the  rough  feafon  of  the  year. 
At  the  beginning  of  winter,  they  fhould  an- 
chor clofe  to  a  little  village  called  Maflary. 
Before  the  building  of  Rhodes,  Lindus  was 
the  port  reforted  to  by  the  fleets  of  Egypt,  and 
of  Tyre.  It  was  enriched  by  commerce, 
and  a  wife  government,  profiting  by  its 
harbour  and  fituation,  might  flill  render  it 
a  flourifhing  city. 

About  the  middle  of  Rhodes  is  a  high 
mountain,  which  commands  the  whole  ifland. 
It  is  called  Artemira,  and  I  imagine  it  to 
be  the  Mount  Atabyris  of  Strabo  (j).  On 
it  formerly  was  a  temple  of  Jupiter,  now 
no  longer  in  exiftence,  but  its  place  is  fup- 
plied  by  a  fmall  chapel,  to  which  the  Greeks 
make  pilgrimages.  Mount  Aitemira  is  very 
fteep,  fo  that  it  is  impoflible  to  afcend  it  on 
horfeback,  and  on  foot  it  takes  four  hours 
to  reach  the  top.  When  there  we  enjoy  a 
moft  magnificent  profped.  On  the  edge  of 
the  horizon,  towards  the  north-eaft,  we  dif- 
cover  the  fummits  of  Mount  Cragus  ;  to  the 

(s)  We  next  arrive  at  Atabyris,  the  higheft  mountain 
in  the  country,  on  the  fummit  of  which  is  a  temple  ot 
Jupiter.     Strabo,  lib.  xiv. 

H  north, 
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north,  the  high  coaft  of  Caramania  ;  to  the 
north-weft,  the  fmall  iflands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago, which  appear  like  luminous  points  ; 
to  the  fouth-weft,  the  fummit  of  Mount 
Ida,  capped  with  clouds  ;  and,  to  the  fouth, 
and  fouth-eaft,  the  vaft  expanfe  of  waters 
which  bathe  the  coafts  of  Africa.  This  ex- 
tenfive  profped  varies  every  inftant,  as  it 
is  more  or  lefs  illuminated  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  exhibits  a  moving  fcenery  which 
aftonifhes  and  delights  the  beholder.  After 
contemplating  this  grand  picture,  the  eye 
looks  down  with  pleafure  on  the  ifland  which 
rounds  itfelf  beneath  our  feet  ;  and  here  and 
there  we  perceive,  on  the  tops  of  the  moft 
lofty  hills,  ancient  pines,  planted  by  nature, 
that  in  ages  paft  formed  thick  forefts,  which 
the  Rhodians  carefully  prefervcd  for  their 
navy.  At  prefent  thefe  trees  are  not  very 
numerous,  as  the  Turks  make  ufe  of  them 
to  build  the  Grand  Signior's  caravelles,  and 
cut  down  without  ever  planting.  Their 
folitary  (liades  are  at  prefent  the  retreats 
of  the  wild  alfes,  which  are  remarkable  for 
their  furprifing  fwiftnefs. 

Beyond    thefe  fir  ft  heights,   we   meet   with 

various   amphitheatres    of    eminences,    which 

I  become 
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become  gradually  lower  till  we  reach  the 
fea.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  ifland,  the 
coaft  is  a  gentle  and  almoft  infenfible  de- 
clivity; therefore,  (hips  may  almoft  every 
where  anchor  at  a  cable's  length  from  the 
fhore.  The  hills  in  general  are  covered  with 
4:hornS;,  or  brambles  ;  but  on  fome  of  them  we 
iind  vineyards,  which  ftill  produce  the  per- 
fumed wine  in  fuch  requeft  among  the  an- 
cients (/).  This  wine  is  very  pleafant  to 
the,  tafte,  and  leaves  an  exquifite  flavour  in 
the  mouth.  The  Rhodians  added  the  luxury 
of  drinking  it  out  of  voluptuous  cups.  It 
would  be  eafy  to  multiply  thefe  vines,  and 
cover  with  them  hills  of  a  great  extent,  which 
are  now  lying  without  cultivation. 

On  the  Ihady  fummit  of  Mount  Arte- 
mira  a  great  number  of  fprings  arife,  which 
fertilize  the  plains  and  vailles.  Around  the 
villages,  we  find  a  few  cultivated  fpots,  and 
orchards,  where  the  fig,  pomegranate,  and 
orange   trees,   though    planted   without   regu- 

(/)  Pliny.  Tlie  wine  of  Rhodes  refembles  that  of  Cos. 
Theodorus  adds,  Some  praife  the  wine  of  Rhodes, 
on  account  cf  its  exquifite  perfume,  and  agreeable  fla- 
vour. 

H  2  larity 
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larity  or  tafle,  afford,  neverthelefs,  pleafing 
fhades.  The  peach  trees,  which,  in  the  time 
of  Pliny  (u),  produced  no  fruit  at  Rhodes, 
are  at  prefent  very  fruitful  ;  but  the  peaches 
they  bear  have  neither  the  flavour,  nor  the 
delicious  juice  of  ours  ;  as  in  this  country  they 
knovi?  nothing  of  the  art  of  grafting.  The 
palm  flourifhes  here,  as  in  the  days  of  Theo- 
phraflus  (i;),  but  produces  no  fruit.  There 
feems  to  be  a  certain  line  drawn  by  nature 
for  each  fpecies  of  tree,  beyond  which  fome 
will  not  grow  at  all,  and  others  become  bar- 
ren. 

In  pafîing  over  the  ifland,  we  traverfe  with 
regret  beautiful  vailles,  without  finding  fo 
much  as  a  village,  a  cottage,  or  even  the 
fmalleft  traces  of  cultivation.  The  bottoms 
of  the  rocks  are  covered  with  wild  rofes. 
Myrtles    in    flower    perfume    the    air     with 


(u)  The  peach  trees  were  tranfmitted  to  us  late,  and 
with  difficulty.  They  produce  no  fruit  at  Rhodes,  which  is 
thf  firft  place  they  were  tranfplanted  to  from  Egypt.  Pliny. 
1.  XV.  cap.  13. 

(v)  The  nature  of  the  foil  contributes  much  to  fecundity 
or  fterility.  This  is  vifible  in  the  peach  and  palm  trees. 
The  latter  bears  fruit  in  Egypt,  and  the  adjacent  countries  ; 
at  Rhodes  it  only  flower?. 

their 
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their  delicious  emanations,  and  tufts  of  the 
laurel-rofe  adorn  the  banks  of  rivulets  with 
their  beautiful  flowers.  The  inhabitants  fuf- 
fer  the  earth  to  nourifli  an  infinity  of  ufelefs 
plants,  without  endeavouring  to  direct  or 
profit  by  its  fecundity. 

But  let  us  not  too  heavily  cenfure  the  Greeks 
for  this  torpid  indolence.  They  are  utterly  un- 
able to  attempt  any  thing  for  private  advan- 
tage, or  public  utility.  The  deftruclive  mo- 
nopoly of  the  Pacha  prevents  all  exertion, 
and  the  continual  fervices  impofed  on  them 
by  the  Nazir  wear  them  down  with  labour. 
This  ofiicer,  who  is  fuperintendant  of  naval 
affairs,  employs  them,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year,  in  cutting  down  wood  to  build  the 
caravelles  ;  which  they  are  obliged  to  convey, 
with  infinite  difficulty,  to  Rhodes.  What  do 
you  fuppofe  he  gives.  Madam,  for  the  con- 
veyance of  a  large  tree,  which  has  employed 
feveral  men  a  confiderable  time  ?  Fifteen  fols 
(feven-pence  halfpenny).  But  how  much 
do  you  imagine  each  of  thefe  beams,  de- 
livered at  the  arfenal,  cofl:s  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior  ?  Sixty  livres  !  (fifty  (hillings.) 

The  prefent  Nazir,  not  being  able  cither 
to  read  or  write,  is  obliged  to  employ  Greeks 

to 
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to  manage  his  accounts,  and  thefe  make  no 
fecret  of  his  knavery.  The  pay  of  the  build- 
ers, who  labour  in  the  dockyards,  is  fixed 
by  the  Porte  ;  but  this  too  he  diminifhes  one 
half.  If  it  happens  to  rain  but  an  hour, 
that  day's  work  is  not  reckoned  ;  add  to  this, 
that  in  his  accounts,  he  doubles  the  real 
number  of  the  workmen. 

The  confequence  is,  that  the  caravelles  built 
at  Rhodes  are  very  indifferent  veifels  ;  they 
remain  fo  long  upon  the  flocks,  that  their 
ribs  fometimes  become  rotten  before  they 
are  finifhed  ;  but  this  does  not  hinder  the 
builders  from  going  on  with  the  work.  By 
this  the  Nazir  foon  amaffes  great  riches. 
The  cries  of  the  oppreffed  are  heard  on 
every  fide  againfl  his  injuflice  ;  but  they 
are  not  regarded.  The  opprelTor  replies  to 
every  complaint  with  money  ;  he  purchafes 
with  a  number  of  purfes  the  proteftion  of 
the  Captain  Pacha,  and  the  profits  he  makes 
by   his  crimes  enfure  impunity. 

It  is  diflreffmg.  Madam,  to  dwell  on  fuch 
afts  of  injuflice,  and  to  refled  that  all  the 
officers  of  government  in  thefe  countries  are 
alike  guilty  of  them.  Thefe  wretches,  blinded 
by  ambition,   think  only  of  amafTmg  wealth, 

to 
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to  procure  higher  employments  at  court. 
Can  they  be  ignorant  that  they  themfelves 
muil  then  become  the  victims  of  the  rapaci- 
ty of  the  Grand  Signior,  who  never  fails  to 
find  them  guilty,  to  profit  by  their  fpoils? 
But  fuch  is  the  manner  in  which  the  Ot- 
toman provinces  are  governed  ;  all-  the 
gold  they  poflefs  is  fwallowed  up  in  Con- 
ftantinople  ;  and  while  the  capital  overflows 
with  riches,  they  are  languifhing  in  the  ex- 
tremeft  poverty.  The  people,  therefore,  in 
defpair,  are  every  where  ripe  for  rebellion, 
and  fliake  the  throne  with  violent  concuf- 
fions.  The  empire,  tottering  to  its  founda- 
tions, is  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  Such  are  the 
effeds  of  defpotifm.  May  fovereigns  never 
lofe  fight  of  the  important  truth,  that  in 
proportion  as  they  render  their  authority 
more  abfolute,  they  really  lofe  their  povv-- 
er,  and  that  they  are  never  nearer  deftruc- 
tion  than  when  a  whole  people  tremble  in 
their  prefence  ! 

I   fhall    finifh     this    long    letter,     Madam, 
by    faying  a    word    or   two   of   the    national 
chara<^er   of  the    Rhodians.     This,    like    that 
of  every   other   people,   is    modified    by    cli- 
mate, 
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mate,  government,  and  religion.  The  ifland 
enjoys  the  happiefl  temperature,  and  its  air 
is  pure  and  falubrious.  No  epidemical  dif- 
orders  are  known,  but  what  are  imported 
from  other  countries.  The  wefterly  winds, 
which  prevail  for  nine  months  in  the  year, 
moderate  the  heats  of  fummer  ;  and,  in  the 
\ïinter,  ice,  fnow,  and  even  hoar-frofts  are 
unknown.  In  the  dulled  day,  the  fun  difperfes 
the  clouds,  and  (hews  himfelf  at  leaft  for 
fome  hours  ;  through  the  whole  year  he 
enlightens  the  ifland  with  his  beneficent  rays, 
fertilizes  the  earth,  and  purifies  the  air,  which 
is  naturally  humid.  "  Tiberius,"  fays  Sue- 
tonius (x),  "  made  a  ftay  for  fome  time  at 
"  Rhodes,  enchanted  with  the  beauty  and 
*'  falubrious  climate  of  the  ifland."  So  fine 
a  flcy,  fo  delightful  a  temperature,  have  a 
manifeft  influence  on  the  inhabitants.  The 
Turks  born  in  the  ifland  are  of  a  milder 
difpofition,  and  poflefs  more  politenefs  and 
urbanity,  than  in  the  other  provinces  of  the 
empire.  Lefs  expofed  than  the  Greeks  to 
the  rapacity  of  the  great,  and  peaceably  en- 
joying their  property,   they  here  lead  a  hap- 


(x)  Suetonius  in  Tiberio,   cap.  xi. 
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py  life  in  the  bofom  of  their  families,  and 
among  them  we  meet  with  cheerfuhiefs, 
integrity,  and  focial  manners.  The  Greeks 
live  under  the  fame  (ky  ;  but,  accuflomed  per- 
petually to  crouch  beneath  the  iron  fceptre 
that  crufhes  them,  they  become  hypocritical, 
deceitful,  and  difhonefl.  The  proudeft  of 
mankind  in  profperity,  they  are  equally  mean 
and  cringing  in  misfortune.  They  are  infeâ:- 
ed  with  all  the  vices  which  are  the  confe- 
quence  of  fervitude  ;  yet,  compelled,  as  it  were, 
by  the  force  of  climate,  they  fometimes  in- 
dulge in  merriment  :  their  joy,  however,  is 
not  the  mild  and  tranquil  joy  of  the  Turks  ; 
but  a  clamorous  and  irrational  mirth  ;  the  fefti- 
vity,  in  fhort,  of  flaves,  who,  forgetting,  for 
a  moment,  their  wretched  condition,  dance 
amid  their  chains. 

I  did  not  myfelf  continue  long  enough  in 
Rhodes,  to  have  made  all  the  obfervations 
collected  in  this  letter  :  I  am  indebted  for 
them  to  M.  Potonier,  my  hoft,  who  had  re- 
fided  five  years  in  the  country,  and  knows 
it   perfedlly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,   &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER     XIV. 


To  M.  L.  M. 

Syrac, 


I 


QUITTED  with  regret,  Madam,  the 
ifle  of  Rhodes,  where  fo  many  memorable 
events  were  continually  recurring  to  my 
mind.  While  the  veflel  was  bearing  us  far 
from  its  Ihore,  my  eye  flill  continued  fixed 
on  this  ancient  country  of  the  arts,  and  I 
could  not  but  lament  its  deftiny.  Will  thofe 
happy  days  never  return,  when  every  po- 
lifhed  nation  did  homage  to  this  ifland  ;  when 
the  talents  of  her  artifts,  and  the  eloquence 
of  her  orators,  attracted  a  crowd  of  foreigners  ? 
When  fcience  has  once  ceafed  to  enlighten  a 
country,  muft  it  remain  for  ever  obfcured  by 
barbarous  darknefs  ?  No  :  I  would  rather 
wilh  to  believe  that  the  glorious  days  of 
Greece  will  again  return,  and  that  a  people 
inimical  to  defpotifm,  again  eftablifhing  a  wife 
fyftem  of  government,  will  reflore  its  fciences 
and  arts.  Such  were  my  refledions  as  we 
failed    through     the     lirait    which    feparates 

Rhodes 
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Rhodes  from  the  continent  of  Afia.  If  this 
ifland  had  a  navy,  it  might  become  miftrefs 
of  that  palTage,  and  command  the  entrance 
of  the  Archipelago  to  the  Eaft  ;  which  poft, 
in  the  hands  of  any  other  nation  but  the 
Turks,  would  be  of  the  greateft  importance. 

We  continued  advancing  flo^ly.  The 
wind,  impeded  by  the  high  lands,  fcarcely 
fwelled  our  fails,  and,  at  length,  entirely 
ceafed,  and  left  us,  for  two  days,  becalmed. 
The  fea  was  perfeftly  unruffled,  and  refleded 
the  rays  of  the  fun  like  a  poliihed  mirror, 
while  the  motionlefs  veffel  feemed  nailed  to 
its  furfac€.  The  firfl  time  we  fail  in  thefe 
feas  we  imagine  ourfelves  in  the  midft  of  a 
great  lake,  as  we  are  continually  furrounded 
either  by  iflands  or  the  continent.  The  land 
appears  on  every  part  of  the  horizon,  and, 
whichever  way  we  direct  our  view,  we  per- 
ceive perpendicular  rocks,  or  threatening  fhoals. 
The  fight,  however,  has  nothing  terrible 
in  it  to  the  mariner,  who  well  knows  he  can 
eafily  find  fhelter  from  the  tempeft  in  in- 
numerable harbours. 

Proceeding  onward,  with  a  favourable 
breeze,  we  had  overfhot  Syme,  fo  famous  foP 
its  ffiunges  j  and,  leaving  Telos,  the  high  grounds 

of 
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of  which  we  perceived  on  the  edge  of  the  hon* 
zon  to  the  fouth,  we  were  about  to  enter 
the  bay  of  Cos,  at  prefent  commonly  called 
Stanchio» 

I  was  ardently  wifhing  to  fee  the  country 
of  Hippocrates,  and  Apelles,  when  the  wind 
fuddenly  died  away,  and  left  us  in  fight  of 
J^ifyros  ;  which  Neptune  (25),  as  fables  tell, 
raifed  out  of  the  fea  by  a  ftroke  of  his  tri- 
dent. 

The  calm  we  had  enjoyed  was  deceitful  ; 
beneath  it  lurked  the  tempeft.  The  weft  was 
overcaft  with  dark  clouds,  and  the  wind  foon 
began  to  blow  from  that  quarter  in  violent 
fqualls.  The  captain  mftantly  put  about  his 
(hip,  and,  far  from  endeavouring  to  gain  the 
port  of  Nifyros,  fteered  diredly  from  it  be- 
fore the  wind,  and  took  refuge  in  a  deep 
bay  of  the  ifle  of  Syme.  Thus,  in  a  few 
hours,  wc  loft  all  the  way  we  had  gained  in 
feveral  days. 

This  ifland,  which  received  its  name  from 
Syme,  a  (y)  daughter  of  Jalyfus,  is  a  depen- 
dency of  Rhodes.     It  is  only  a  rock  of  fmall 


(y)  Stephanas  Byz.intinur. 
:?)  Ibid. 


extent, 


O    N      G    R    E    E    C    E.  109 

extent,  the  foil  of  which,  extremely  ftony, 
and  burnt  up  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  pro- 
duces neither  grain  nor  fruit.  A  few  vine- 
yards among  the  rocks  yield  a  good  wine, 
but  the  reft  of  the  ifland  is  barren  ;  and  no- 
thing is  to  be  found  upon  it  but  briars,  wild 
almond-trees,  thorns,  and  tufts  of  myrtle  in 
tlje  more  moift  places.  I'he  fifhery  for 
fpunges,  which  grow  in  abundance  round  the 
ifland,  is  the  only  fupport  of  its  inhabitants. 
Men,  women,  and  children,  all  know  how  to 
dive,  and  plunge  into  the  waters  in  fearch  of 
the  only  patrimony  bellowed  on  them  by 
nature.  The  men,  efpecially,  are  inimitable 
in  this  dangerous  art  ;  they  throw  themfelves 
into  the  fea,  and  dive  to  a  very  great  depth  ; 
but  they  frequently  ftrain  themfelves  by  re- 
taining  their  breath  too  long,  and,  on  coming 
out  of  the  water,  often  vomit  great  quantities 
of  blood.  Sometimes  they  are  in  danger 
of  deftrudion  from  the  monfters  of  the 
deep.  The  knife  they  carry  in  their  hands 
would  be  but  an  inadequate  weapon  for  their 
defence  ;  but,  accuftomed  perfectly  to  dif- 
tinguilh  objefts  through  that  pellucid  ele- 
ment, as  foon  as  they  difcover  thefe  voracious 
fifli,  they   (hoot  up  with  the  greateft    rapidity 

from 
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from  a  prodigious  depth,  and  in  an  inftant 
are  in  their  boat.  Thefe  particulars  I  learned 
from  a  diver  of  the  country  ;  he  complained 
of  violent  pains  in  his  loins,  the  hardlhips  of 
his  condition,  and  the  little  profit  he  derived 
from  his  occupation  ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  but 
he  had  fufficient  reafon.  He  had  a  fon  with 
him  in  his  boat,  ten  years  of  age,  vi^hom  he 
was  teaching  his  trade,  the  only  inheritance 
he  had  to   leave  him. 

The  bad  weather  detaining  us  fome  days  in 
the  harbour  of  Syme,  1  made  an  excurfion 
into  the  illand,  and  vifited  the  village  inha- 
bited by  the  divers.  Every  thing  I  faw  was 
a  proof  of  poverty  and  diflrefs  :  the  ftreets  are 
narrow  and  dirty,  and  the  houfes  only  mifer- 
able  huts,  into  which  day-light  can  fcarcely 
penetrate.  The  people,  who  have  a  referved 
and  melancholy  air,  appear  abforbed  in  their 
own  wretchednefs,  and  exhibit  none  of  that 
lively  curiofity  ufually  infpired  by  the  fight  of 
ftrangers.  Both  men  and  women  are  drelfed 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  they  all  wear  the  long 
robe,  the  falli,  and  a  Ihawl  round  their  heads, 
and  are  only  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  dif- 
ference of  features.  Thefe  miferable  people 
are,  befides,  fubjcd  to  a  cruel  malady.  Leprofy, 

tKs 
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the  moft  hideous  of  all  the  fcourges  that  afflid: 
humanity,  is  very  common  at  Syme.  The 
wretched  vidlims,  who  fuffer  from  it,  are  feen 
ftretching  out  their  hands  to  paflcngers  at  a 
diftance,  and  begging  alms  with  a  voice 
fcarcely  audible;  they  are  feparated  from  all 
fociety,  and  drag  on  the  remainder  of  a 
dreadful  life  in  torments.  Shuddering  at 
what  I  faw,  I  was  about  to  return  to  the 
fhip,  when  a  Greek  prieft  forced  me,  by 
repeated  folicitations,  to  go  into  his  houfe. 
He  made  me  fit  down  on  a  fraall  wooden  feat, 
the  only  one  he  had,  while  he  himfelf 
fquatted  down  upon  a  WTetched  mat.  He  told 
me  that  he  had  been  at  Rome,  where  he  had 
ftudied  in  the  feminary  ae  prcpaganda  ;  that 
he  had  been  made  choice  of  for  pailor  of 
Syme,  and  that  he  preferred  this  country  to 
all  the  charming  fcenes  of  Italy.  I  congra- 
tulated him  on  his  tafte  and  his  travels,  but 
could  not  help  inquiring  within  myfeif  how 
it  was  pofiible  to  like  fuch  a  place  of  abode. 
This  good  father  was  very  old  ;  a  long  v/hite 
beard  defcended  on  his  bread  ;  his  appearance 
was  venerable  ;  and  whether  he  really  thought 
himfelf  happy  in  the  flation  where  Heaven 
had  placed  him,   or    whether  he  felt  a  fatis- 

facticn 
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faction  in  converfing  with  an  European  ill 
the  Italian  language,  which  he  had  ahnoft 
forgotten  during  forty  years  abfence  from 
Rome,  I  know  not,  but  pleafure  fparkled  in 
his  eyes,  and  he  loaded  me  with  compli- 
ments. He  quitted  me  for  an  inftant,  dived 
into  a  dark  hole  he  called  his  cellar,  and 
returned  immediately  with  a  large  pitcher  of 
wine;  out  of  which  he  poured  fome  into  a 
fmall  wooden  porringer,  and,  after  moiften- 
ing  his  lips,  defired  me  to  drink.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  veiTel  gave  me  fome  difguft, 
and  I  wifhed  to  decline  the  compliment,  but 
the  laws  of  hofpitality  forbade  me.  It  would 
have  been  improper  to  offend  my  hoft  :  I 
therefore  took  the  cup,  and  drank  his  health  ; 
he  drank  alfo  to  mine,  and  again  prefented  it 
to  me,  but  I  politely  refufed.  I  remembered 
that  Baucis  and  Philemon  dwelt  in  a  little 
cottage,  and  that  their  table  was  only  three 
feet  long  ;  but  could  not  but  recolle6t  that 
their  veflels,  fimple  as  they  were,  were  neat 
and  (hining,  and  that  cleanlinefs  in  every 
thinof  about  them  almoil  concealed  their  indi- 

o 

gence.  My  good  old  man  was  as  poor  as 
that  virtuous  couple  ;  but  his  ragged  mat,  his 
fmoaky  roof,    and    his  cup  as  black   as  foot, 

had 
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had   nothing  in    them   to    gratify  either   the 

fenfe  of  fmelling,    or  of  fight.      I    left  him 

with  thanks  for  his  politenefs  j  he  wifhed  me 

a   profperous   voyage,     and    we   parted  good 

friends. 

I   have   the  honour   to   be,  &c. 


LETTER     VIII. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

XlFTER  three  days  ftay  in  the  harbour 
of  Syme,  \vt  fet  fail,  intending  to  return  to 
the  bay  of  Cos,  make  the  north  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  then  take  our  departure  for  Can- 
dia.  The  wefterly  winds  would  then  no 
longer  have  been  unfavourable  :  but  our  evil 
genius  again  met  us  at  the  opening  of  the 
Straights.  Twice  were  we  prevented  from, 
entering,  and  twice  driven  back  toward  Ni- 
fyros.  Our  captain,  confidering  this  difap- 
pointment  as  the  confequence  of  a  decree  of 
fate,  paiTed  the  fouthern  point  of  Stanchio, 
and  bore  away  direélly  for  the  ifle  of  Crete. 
The  wind  continued  to  blow  with  violence 
from   the  north-weft  :    the    waves   beat   furi- 

I  oufly 
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caUy  againft  the  fides  of  the  veflelj  and  fome- 
tiines  broke  over  the  deck  with  a  dreadful 
noife.  During  the  night  we  were  greatly 
alarmed  ;  a  large  w^ave  forced  into  the  cap- 
tain's cabin,  where  I  lay,  and  my  fervant's 
bed,  which  was  next  the  door,  was  laid  under 
water  :  he  jumped  out  of  his  fleep,  thought 
himfelf  drowning  in  the  fea,  and  fet  up  a 
hideous  cry.  I  got  up  in  a  fright,  and,  feeing 
the  cabin  full  of  water,  thought  the  veffel  had 
opened  her  fides  ;  but  we  were  foon  relieved 
from  our  feaj^  ;  the  water  had  entered  by  the 
hatches,  which  had  been  left  open,  and,  on 
fhutting  them  down,  we  were  fufficiently 
fecured  from  fuch  accidents. 

At  day -break  we  difcovered  the  ifle  of  Dia, 
now  commonly  called  Standia,  where  veifels 
touch  in  their  way  to  Candia,  being  obliged  to 
miload  here  part  of  their  merchandize,  as  the 
harbour  of  the  capital,  almofl  choaked  up 
fince  it  has  been  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Turks, 
will  not  admit  vefl'els  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred tons  when  fully  laden.  We  were  mak- 
ing great  way,  and  entertained  hopes  of,  at 
length,  reaching  our  denred  haven.  All  on 
board  were  in  high  fpirits,  and  congratulating 
each  other  that  we   had  only  one  hour's  fail, 

when 
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when  the  wind  fuddenly  flxifted  to  the  weft, 
and  blew  very  hard.  The  Ihip  began  to 
drift,  and  foiicitude  and  difappointment  fuc- 
ceeded  to  our  flattering  hopes.  The  captain 
in  vain  ufed  every  effort  not  to  lofe  way,  by 
making  repeated  tacks,  in  which  we  approach- 
ed the  ifle  of  Crete  near  enough  to  difcover 
the  verdant  flopes  of  the  hills  near  the  fliore  ; 
but  this  delightful  profped  only  aggravated 
our  misfortune.  For  two  days  and  nights  we 
have  continued  tacking  before  Standia,  with- 
out being  able  to  gain  the  harbour. 

The  wind  continuing  to  increafe,  the  fea 
became  furious,  and  the  waves  broke  violent- 
ly over  the  deck.  The  veflfel,  too  deeply 
laden,  would  but  ill  obey  the  helm,  and 
every  moment  feemed  ready  to  be  fwallowed 
up  amid  the  liquid  mountains  that  hung  over 
us  on  every  fide.  The  captain,  yielding  to 
neceflity,  once  more  put  before  the  wind, 
and  (leered  for  the  ifle  of  Cafos.  We  now 
went  at  a  great  rate,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  the 
rocks,  which  fliut  in  the  road,  opened  to  our 
view  :  the  fea  daflied  againfl;  them  with  a 
dreadful  noife,  and  the  foaming  breakers  rofe 
to  a  prodigious  height.  As  we  drew  nearer, 
cur  fituation  appeared  ftill  more  perilous. 
I  -  None 
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None  of  the  crew  were  acquainted  with  the 
road,  or  knew  where  to  cafl  anchor.  They 
had  intended  at  firll  to  come  within  the  Ihoaî 
to  the  well,  and  were  on  the  brink  of  certain 
deftrudion.  In  an  inllant  we  found  ourfelves 
amid  the  breakers,  which  are  there  almofl 
level  with  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  crew 
turned  pale  at  their  danger,  inftantly  put 
about  the  helm,  and  we  efcaped  fhipwreck 
only  by  the  length  of  the  veflel.  Had  the  fhip 
refufed  to  obey  the  helm,  fhe  mull  have  driven 
on  fliarp  rocks,  which  would  have  dalhed  her 
into  a  thoufand  pieces.  A  large  bark,  which 
lay  at  anchor  behind  a  fmall  ifland  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  road,  faved  us,  by  pointing 
out  the  true   anchoring  ground. 

We  have  now,  Madam,  been  at  fea  above 
fix  weeks,  conflantly  buffeted  by  the  winds, 
driven  from  ifland  to  ifland,  from  country  to 
country,  and  feeking  Candia,  as  Ulyfles  fought 
Ithaca.  His  voyages  every  day  appear  to  me 
more  probable.  Our  failors,  it  is  true,  are 
unworthy  of  the  days  of  Homer  :  on  the 
fmallefl:  appearance  of  bad  weather,  they  run 
to  hide  themfelves  in  the  nearefl  harbour. 
Since  our  departure  from  Alexandria,  a  French 
captain  would  have  made  fix  voyages  to  Crete. 

The 
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The  fuperftition  of  thefe  Greeks  is  equal  to 
their  ignorance.  They  really  believe  their  fliip 
enchanted,  and  look  on  me  with  an  evil  eye  : 
I  am  pofitively  afraid  they  confider  me  as  the 
magician,  whofe  forceries  occafion  their  mif- 
fortunes.  Fanatic  as  they  are  to  an  excefs, 
they  may  take  it  into  their  heads,  that  their 
difappointments  are  occafioned  by  an  heretic, 
and  that,  by  throwing  him  into  the  fea,  the 
perfecution  of  Heaven  will  ceafe.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  fome  of  them  have  actually  been  in 
the  boat,  in  fearch  of  a  Greek  priefl,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  enchantment.  He,  not  long  ago, 
came  on  board  in  his  ceremonial  habit,  with 
a  cenfer  in  one  hand,  and  a  gonpillûn  (a  veffel 
for  fprinkling  the  holy  water)  in  the  other. 
He  wore  a  long  gown  over  his  black  robe  ;  and 
his  long  beard,  contracted  eyebrows,  and  point- 
ed bonnet,  made  him  rather  appear  the  magi- 
cian himfelf.  A  bafon  of  holy  water  was  car- 
ried before  him  by  a  boy  ;  and  the  grave  father 
began  by  fprinkling  our  chamber,  without 
fparing  any  who  were  prefent.  He  gave  his 
benediftion  to  the  crew,  the  decks,  the  mafts, 
and  every  rope  ;  repeating  a  great  variety 
of  forms  of  exorcifm,  to  free  us  from  the 
power  of  Satan.     He  afterward  went  over  the 

whole 
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whole  fliip,   with   the  cenfer  in  his  hand,  and 
burning  perfumes,  of  which    each  of  us  had 
his  fliare.     After  the  ceremony  was  over,  the 
prieft   held  out  a   little   bafon,   into   which  a 
few   pieces  of  mortey   were  thrown,   and   he 
departed  promifmg   us   a    profperous   voyage, 
and   much    good     fortune.     The  failors   now 
believing    themfelves    unbewitched,    appeared 
perfeâly   fatisfied  ;    and  cannot  perceive   that 
their  ignorance  and  inexperience  is  the   only 
charm    that    has    obflrufted    them    in    their 
voyage  :    to  difcover  this   would  imply  a  de- 
gree of  knowledge  to   which   they  are   utter 
ftrangers.      Superftition    is-  the    daughter    of 
ignorance,   which   is   born    with   the    human 
race,   and  with  that  alone  will  be  deftroyed. 
The  Greeks,  endowed  with  a  lively   and    ac- 
tive imagination,  appear  at   all  times  to  have 
been  more  fubjeâ:  to  this  weaknefs  than  other 
nations,   as   feems  fufficiently    proved   by  the 
multitude  of  temples  dedicated  to  Neptune  in 
the  iilands  of  the  Archipelago,  and  the  tragi- 
cal ftory  of  the  facrifice  of  Iphigenia,   to  ob- 
tain favourable  winds. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 


w. 
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LETTER     XVI. 
To  M.  L.  M. 

Cafos. 


E  mufl  not  always  confider  the  obftacles 
we  meet  with  at  fea.  Madam,  as  a  misfortune, 
fince  fometimes  we  may  derive  more  advan- 
tage and  improvement  from  adverfe  winds 
than  from  profperous  gales.  After  having 
been  for  two  days  within  fight  of  the  fmiling 
fhores  of  Crete,  without  being  able  to  land 
there  ;  and  after  contemplating,  not  without 
repining  at  our  fate,  the  verdant  fi,elds  and 
beauteous  profpefts  of  that  country,  I  mur- 
mured againfl  the  wind,  which  had  compelled 
us  to  abandon  them,  and  our  anchoring  in 
the  road  of  Cafos  feemed  to  me  a  misfortune. 
Since  I  have  become  acquainted  with  the  in- 
habitants of  that  ifland,  however,  I  have  feen 
reafon  to  alter  my  opinion,  and  the  wind 
mufl  detain  us  here  a  long  time  before  I  wifii 
it  to  change. 

"  (a)  Cafos  is  one  of  the  Cyclades ....    It 
"  received   its    name    from    Cafo,    father   of 

{il)  Steph.   Byzant.     The   French  captains,  by  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  name,   call  it  V IJle  du  Gaze. 

«  Cleo- 
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"  Cleomachus.  This  little  ifland  fent  a  co- 
"  lony  to  Mount  Cafms,  dependent  on  Syria." 
"  (b)  Cafos,"  fays  Strabo,  "  is  diftant  from  Car- 
"  pathus  (now  called  Scarpanto)  feventy  fta- 
"  dia,  or  two  leagues  and  a  half,  and  two 
"  hundred  and  fifty  fladia,  or  nine  leagues, 
"  from  Samonium  (^),  a  promontory  of  Crete. 
"  It  is  eighty  fladia  (three  leagues)  in  circum** 
"  ference  ;  on  it  is  a  town  of  the  fame  name, 
"  and  round  it  feveral  fmaller  iflands."  Pliny 
(dj  gives  the  diflances  very  differently  ;  but 
he  was  miftaken.  I  have  vifited  the  places, 
and  mufl  pronounce  in  favour  of  the  accuracy 
of  Strabo, 

The  ifle  of  Cafos  has  fuffered  the  common 
fate  of  the  Archipelago.  It  is  now  fubjeâ:  to 
the  Turks,  but  they  dare  not  inhabit  it,  be- 
caufe  it  has  no  fort.  They  would  be  afraid 
of  being  made  prifoners  by  the  privateers  of 
Malta,  as  has  happened  to  them  more  than 
once  at  Antiparos,  and  other  places  deftitute 
of  fortreffes.  This  fear  is  a  mofl  fortunate 
circumftance  for  the  inhabitants,  who  owe  to 

(h)  Strabo,    lib.  x. 

(c)  This  promontory,  fituated  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  ifland 
of  Crete,  is  now  called  Cape  Solomon. 

(d)  Pliny,  lib.  iv.  c.  1 2, 

that 
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that  alone   the  tranquility,  happinefs,  and  li- 
berty they  enjoy. 

The  day  after  we  cafl;  anchor,  I  was  im- 
patient to  go  on  fhore.  The  boat  accordingly 
was  launched,  and  we  rowed  towards  the  rocks 
which  furrounded  the  ifland,  but  were  at  a  lofs 
where  to  land.  Every  part  of  the  fhore  was 
defended  by  dangerous  fhoals,  over  which  the 
foaming  waves  broke  with  great  noife  and 
violence.  On  whichever  fide  we  caft  our 
eyes,  Cafos  appeared  inacceffible.  At  length 
one  of  the  inhabitants  perceiving  our  embar- 
raffment,  came  down  from  the  village,  and 
pointed  out  to  us,  by  waving  his  handker- 
chief, the  place  to  which  we  fliould  direâ  our 
courfe.  We  reached  the  place,  after  coafling 
about  a  league  along  the  illand.  The  ground 
here  becomes  lower,  and  forms  a  valley,  at 
the  extremity  of  which  a  fmall  bafon  has  been 
dug  for  the  reception  of  boats.  The  entrance 
i;  only  twelve  feet  wide,  and  very  difficult  of 
a:cefs,  as  it  muft  be  palTed  through  exaftly  in 
the  middle.  If  the  boat  fhould  touch  the  fides, 
wiiich  are  fharp  rocks,  it  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  being  dafhed  to  pieces.  Add  to 
this  that,  when  we  arrived  before  the  entrance, 
«i  violent   fwell  was    ebbing   out  of  it.     The 

Cafiot 
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Cafiot  called  one  of  his  countrymen,  and 
placing  themfelves  on  each  fide,  they  made  a 
fign  to  us  to  pull  (trong.  As  foon  as  our 
boat  had  entered  the  dangerous  pafs,  they 
guided  it  with  long  poles,  to  prevent  it  from 
llriking  againfl  the  rocks,  and  thus  condui^led 
it  into  port.  Through  this  palTage  alone 
is  it  poffible  to  get  on  fhore  in  the  ifland.  The 
inhabitants  might  v/iden  it  if  they  choie,  but 
they  prefer  leaving  it' thus  dangerous,  fmce 
while  it  remains  fo,  they  are  under  little  ap- 
prehenfion  from  their  enemies. 

The  Cafiot,  who  had  fhewn  us  the  harbour, 
politely  invited  us  to  go  up  to  the  village, 
and  we  followed  him  with  pleafure.  I  was 
drelTed  in  the  French  ftyle,  with  a  fword,  hat. 
and  evei-y  other  appurtenance  of  the  drefs  of 
ray  nation.  The  news  of  the  arrival  of 
Grangers  foon  fpread,  and  the  women  and 
children  came  out  of  their  houfes,  and  waited 
for  us  at  the  top  of  the  hill.  They  Ihewed  a 
great  deal  of  curiofity,  and  examined  us  at- 
tentively. When  we  paifed  them,  they  all 
modeflly  caft  down  their  eyes.  Among  the 
crowd,  there  were  fome  very  handfome.  Se- 
veral of  them  faluted  us,  wifhing  us  a  good 
day,   faying  :    "  You  are  welcome  !"  and  we 

anfweied 
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anfwered  them  with  the  ufual  eaftern  exprefTion  : 
''  May  the  day  be  happy  for  you  and  for  your 
•"  guefts  !" 

The  guide,  who  conduced  us,  was  one  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  ifland.  He 
preffed  me  to  flep  into  his  houfe,  and  intro- 
duced me  into  a  hall,  which,  though  not 
magnificently  furniflied,  was  fufficiently  pro- 
vided with  every  thing  conducive  to  cleanli- 
nefs  and  convenience.  Around  it  was  a  fopha. 
He  feated  me  on  a  raifed  bench,  and  placed 
himfelf  below,  while  breakfail  was  preparing. 
Soon  after,  his  wife  and  daughter  appeared, 
with  nev/-laid  eggs,  figs,  and  grapes.  The 
girl  bluihed  at  fight  of  a  ftranger,  whofe 
drefs  mufl,  no  doubt,  appear  to  her  very  ex- 
traordinary. Whilft  we  were  breakfafting  with 
a  good  appetite,  and  my  hoil  was  pouring 
me  out  fome  excellent  wine  in  a  large  glafs, 
moil  of  the  women  of  the  village  came  to 
pay  him  a  vifit.  They  faluted  us,  and  feated 
themfelves,  without  ceremony,  round  the 
apartment.  They  had  been  brought  by  cu- 
riofity,  and  foon  began  to  whifper  one  ano- 
ther, and  make  their  remarks  on  the  French 
drefs.  Europeans  rarely  land  in  this  folitary 
ifland,  and  the  inhabitants,  accuflomed  to  fee 

nothing 
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nothing  but  bald  heads,  wrapped  round  with 
fhawis,  long  robes  faflened  with  fafhes^  and 
venerable  beards,  could  not  but  view  with 
aflonifhment  a  foreigner  with  long  plaited 
hair,  without  muftachios,  and  wearing  a 
cocked  hat,  and  ihort  coat,  that  came  no 
lower  than  his  knees.  They  appeared  greatly 
flruck  with  the  contrail,  and  a  half  fmile, 
which  w^as  fometimes  vifible  on  their  coun- 
tenances, was  not  improbably  a  fign  they  were 
employed  in  making  fatyrical  obfervations  on 
the  peculiarities  of  my  habit,  while  Î,  on  my 
fide,  was  no  lefs  am.ufed  with  them.  -My  at- 
tention was  efpecially  engaged  by  two  young 
females,  who  would  have  been  acknowledged 
to  be  handfome,  even  in  Paris. 

The  lead  of  the  two  had  eyes  full  of  fire, 
and  fine  black  eyebrows,  equally  arched.  Her 
complexion  was  rather  brown,  but  her  fea- 
tures extremely  animated.  Her  cheeks,  deli- 
cately rounded,  were  every  inflant  adorned 
with  frefli  rofes.  Her  delicate  little  mouth 
feemed  formed  to  fay  charming  things.  When 
{he  fmiled,  teeth  white  as  fnow  agreeably 
contrafted  the  vermilion  of  her  lips  ;  and 
a  moft  enchanting  vivacity  animated  her 
whole  countenance,   which  feemed  to  fparkle 

vdth 
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\\'ith  wit  and  repartee.     Her  ebon  locks  faft- 
ened,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  country, 
to  the  cTown  of  her  head,  fell  negligently  on 
a    neck    which    feemed    of    polilhed    ivory, 
and  terminated  with  a  delightful  fv/eil  in  the 
moft  charming  bofom  ever  feen.     A  boddice 
without  lleeves,    opening  a  little  towards  the 
top,  afforded  a  glimpfe  of  the   exad  propor- 
tion  of  her  beautiful  fhape.     A  robe  of  the 
whiteft  and  fined  cotton,  edged  with  a  purple 
border,  four  fingers  wide,  and  elegantly  em- 
broidered, defcended  to  her  feet,  and  her  waifl 
was   loofcly  girded    by  a  falh,   which  floated 
round  her. 

The  fécond  difputed  with  her  the  palm  of 
beauty.  Her  fhape  was  more  elegant,  and  her 
carriage  more  noble.  Her  eyes  (lione  with  a 
foft  languor,  and  feemed  formed  to  infpire 
love  and  delight,  while  her  long  eye-lafhes, 
modeftly  lowered,  concealed  their  fplendor, 
as  if  ilie  were  afraid  of  betraying  the  fecrets 
of  her  foul.  Her  complexion  was  fairer,  and 
her  cheeks,  lefs  coloured,  difplayed  the  lily 
nightly  tinctured  with  the  rofe.  Her  fea- 
tures, though  fcarcely  fo  expreflive  as  thofe 
of  her  companion,  had  more  regularity,  and 
were  models  of  fymmetry  and  jufl  proportion. 

At 
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At  the  firft  glance,  fhe  but  juft  appeared  what 
may  be  called  handfome,  but  on  more  mature 
confi deration,  the  perfection  of  the  whole  of 
her  beauties  enforced  the  higheft  admiration. 
The  charms  of  the  former  infpired  a  fudden 
joy,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  look  on  her 
without  pleafure.  Thofe  of  the  latter  made 
lefs  impreffion  at  the  firfl  view,  but,  on  exa- 
mination, an  irrefiftible  attradion  forced 
every  heart  of  fenfibiiity  to  pay  her  fmcerefl 
homage. 

All  the  women,  who  honoured  us  with 
their  prefence,  were  drefled  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. They  all  wore  the  jacket,  the  fafh,  and 
the  long  robe  of  cotton.  The  only  difference 
confided  in  the  embroidery,  which  varied  ac- 
cording to  their  different  tafles,  and  in  the 
manner  of  wearing  their  hair,  which  fome  of 
them  fuffered  to  flow  upon  their  fhoulders  in 
one  or  more  treffes,  while  others  faffened  it 
to  the  crown  of  the  head,  letting  it  fall  down 
again  upon  the  neck.  The  two  I  have  jufl 
mentioned  were  not  the  only  ones  who  were 
handfome,  but  their  beauty  appeared  to  me 
mod  attraftive. 

You   may  poffibly   imagine,    Pvladam,    that, 
.after   the  fad   fcenes  to  which  I  had  been  for 

fome 
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feme  tipe  accuflomed,  my  imagination  was 
inflamed  at  the  fight  of  thefe  lovely  females, 
and  that-I  have  taken  a  pleafure  in  embellilhing 
them.  That  may  indeed  be  the  cafe;  but  if 
it  be,  the  illufion  was  of  fome  duration.  I 
paiTed  eight  days  in  the  illand,  and  would 
not  wifh  to  alter  a  fmgle  feature  in  the  por- 
traita^  I  have  drawn.  I  have  defcribed  what 
I  faw,  and  what  I  felt.  I  own  to  you,  how- 
ever, that  my  furprife  was  equal  to  my  plea- 
fure. I  expected  to  find  on  this  rock,  only 
miferable  Haves,  groaning  under  the  oppref- 
fiofts  of  the  Turks  ;  inftead  of  which  I  met 
with  a  cheerful  and  happy  people,  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  preferve  their 
liberty  amid  the  defpotifm  and  tyranny  with 
which  they  are  fiirrounded. 

As  foon  as  breakfaft  was  over,  the  ladies 
retired.  My  hoil  conducted  me  into  another 
apartment  ;  and,  to  infpire  me  with  confidence 
in  his  countrymen,  and  efpecially  in  himfelf, 
he  drew  out  of  a  chefl  two  certificates,  figned 
by  two  captains,  of  Provence,  vv'hich  he  defired 
me  to  read.  The  firfl:  of  thefe  contained  the 
following  words  : 

"  Frenchmen,  whom  the  tempefl  may 
"  throw  upoix  this  ifland,    confide  in  the  in- 

*'  habitants. 
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*'  habitants.  I  was  fhipwrecked  on  thefe 
*'  rocks,  and  they  afforded  me  every  fuccour 
"  that  men  owe  each  other  in  fmiilar  mif- 
*'  fortunes." 

'^I'he  other  ran  thus  :  "  I  warn  fuch  of  my 
*'  countrymen,  as  chance  may  bring  into  the 
"  f/Ie  du  Gaze,  to  be  upon  their  guard,  and 
"  put  no  confidence  in  the  inhabitants, 
"  They  are  a  fet  of  thieves  and  knaves,  and 
"  ftrangers  have  every  thing  to  apprehend  from 
"  their  rapacity.'* 

I  returned  this  fmgular  writing  to  my  hofl 
with  an  air  of  fatisfaftion,  telling  him,  I  had 
no  occafion  for  thefe  teftimonies,  to  convince 
me  of  his  honefty.  He  locked  it  up  carefully, 
thinking  he  poffeifed  a  treafure,  and  this  con- 
fidence gave  me  a  favourable  opinion  of  him. 
It  was  true,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  con- 
tents, and  that  the  fécond  captain  had  deceived 
him,  but  I  could  not  wifli  to  rectify  his  miftake 
in  a  thing  on  which  he  feemed  to  fet  fo  great  a 
value  :  efpecially  as  this  paper,  at  the  worft, 
could  only  produce  a  falutary  diffidence  in  fuch 
as  might  read  it,  As  for  myfelf,  I  adhered  to 
the  firfl  teflimonial,  and  continued  to  live  in 
familiarity  with  the  Canots.  The  only  pre- 
caution 1  took  was,  never  to  be  feen  without 

being 
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being  well  armed  and  attended  by  a  fer- 
vant  ;  even  this,  however,  was  unnecellary, 
for  I  never  experienced  any  thing  from  thef(i 
people  but  the  kindefl  treatment. 

Defirous  of  obtaining  fome  knowledge  of 
the  ifland,  I  fet  out  from  the  village,  and  di- 
rected my  courfe  toward  the  highefl  moun- 
tain, which  I  reached  in  an  hour's  walk. 
From  hence  we  may  difcover  Carpathus, 
which  appears  to  be  at  no  great  diftance, 
and  extends  from  eaft  to  wed.  In  front  of 
the  village,  three  little  iflands  fituated  to  the 
eaft,  weft,  and  north,  form  the  extenfive  road 
in  which  our  veffel  lay  at  anchor.  They 
are  uncultivated,  and  produce  nothing  but 
brambles.  Below  the  hill  from  which  I  made 
my  observations,  ftands  a  fmall  chapel  fur- 
rounded  by  fig-trees.  Here  begin  a  chain 
of  hills,  that,  bending  into  a  femicircle, 
leave  in  the  middle  a  plain  of  a  league  in  cir- 
cumference, which  has  been  cleared  out  by 
the  inhabitants,  with  infinite  labour.  They 
have  torn  up  large  pieces  of  rock,  and  re- 
moved heaps  of  ftones,  M'ith  which  they  have 
formed  the  walls  of  the  inclofure.  All  this 
fpace  is  divided  into  compartments,  and  fliar- 
ed  among  the  Cafiots.  They  fow  barley  and 
K  wheat 
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wheat  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  rainy 
feafon,  which  lads  from  October  to  February. 
The  rain  is  not  contiriual  in  thefe  months, 
but  none  falls  in  any  other  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  year  the  air  is  pure  and  ferene,  and 
both  days  and  nights  are  continually  fine  and 
clear.  The  heats  are  moderated  by  the 
fea,  breezes,  and  beneath  fo  beautiful  a  Iky 
the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  delightful  temperature, 
and  are  almoft  ftrangers  to  every  kind  of  dif- 
eafe.  The  fides  of  the  hills  are  covered  with 
vineyards,  the  grapes  of  which  produce  a 
very  agreeable  wine.  I  could  not  help  ad- 
miring the  induflry  with  which  thefe  illand- 
ers  have  been  able  to  cultivate  rocks,  hardly 
cavered  with  a  few  inchestof  earth,,  and  re- 
joiced in  the  refledion  that  they  were  recom- 
penfed  for  their  labours,  and  that  the  ifland 
fufficed  for  their  fubfiftence. 

When  I  had  fatisfied  my  curiofity,  I  return- 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  my  hod,  where  they  were 
waiting  for  me  to  dine.  A  hen,  with  rice,;  new- 
laid  eggs,  excellent  pigeons,  fome  cheefe,  and 
a  glafs  of  good  wine,  made  me  amends  for 
the  miferable  repails  I  had  made  on  board. 
The  men  dined  together,  f^ated  in  a,  circle 
on  the  carpet,   and  the  women  in  a  feparate 

apart- 
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apartment.  This  is  the  cuftom,  and,  though 
not  in  the  French  tafte,  I  was  obliged  to  con- 
form to  it.  Towards  the  end  of  our  meal  the 
cup  was  circulated  from  hand  to  hand.  The 
company  drank  to  me,  wilhing  me  a  pro- 
fperous  voyage  ;  and  I  returned  the  compli- 
ment, by  drinking  health  and  happinefs  to 
the  people  of  Cafos.  The  guefls  were  begin- 
ning to  grow  merry,  when  the  found  of 
mufical  inftruments  made  us  rife  from  table. 

About  twenty  young  girls,  dreffed  all  in 
white,  with  flowing  robes,  and  plaited  locks, 
entered  the  apartment,  and  with  them  a 
young  man  who  played  on  the  lyre,  which  he 
accompanied  with  his  voice.  Several  of  them 
were  handfome,  all  healthy  and  lively,  and 
there  were  among  them  fome  who  even  rivalled 
the  two  belles  I  have  already  defcribed.  I  muft 
own.  Madam,  that  this  fcene  appeared  to 
me  enchanting.  The  uniform  drefs  of  thefe 
nymphs,  the  modefty  which  heightened  their 
charms,  their  becoming  balhfulnefs,  their  joyous 
but  decent  merriment,  all  contributed  to  make 
me  almofh  imagine  myfelf  fuddenly  tranf- 
ported  to  the  ifland  of  Calypfo.  They  began 
to  range  themfelves  in  a  ring,  and  invited  me 
to  dance.  I  did  not  wait  for  many  entrea- 
K  2  ties. 
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ties.  The  circle  we  formed  is  fmgular  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  interwoven  :  the 
dancer  does  not  give  his  hand  to  the  two 
perfons  next  him,  but  to  thofe  next  them, 
fo  that  you  have  your  hands  crofled  before 
your  neighbours,  who  are  thus  locked,  as  it 
were,  in  the  Hnks  of  a  double  chain.  This  inter- 
weaving is  not  without  pleafure,  for  reafons  by 
no  means  difficult  to  underftand.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  the  circle  flood  the  mufician,  who 
played  and  fang  at  the  fame  time,  while  all 
the  dancers  kept  exaâ:  time  in  advancing,  re- 
treating, or  turning  round  him.  For  myfelf, 
I  followed  where  my  partners  led  me,  my 
mind  being  lefs  occupied  with  the  dance  than 
with  the  charming  females  who  compofed  it. 

The  next  day  I  took  a  view  of  the  vil- 
lage. It  conulls  of  about  a  hundred  houfes, 
each  of  them  inhabited  by  a  fmgle  family  : 
they  are  all  of  flone,  built  very  flrong  : 
and  contain,  in  general,  two  or  three  lower 
parlours,  with  a  couple  of  rooms  above. 
Each  houfe  has  its  oven,  and  ciftern,  cut  out  of 
the  rock.  The  latter  are  filled  during  the  rainy 
feafon,  and  the  water  is  preferved  in  them 
pure   and    limpid.     Befides    this,    a     hundred 
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paces  below  the  village  is  a  fine  fpring,    which 
flows  the   whole  year. 

1  entered  feveral  houfes,  where  I  found 
the  women  employed  in  fpinning,  and  em- 
broidering, and  fome  in  making  the  fine  li- 
nens which  they  wear.  Their  frames  are 
fmall,  but  well  contrived,  and  they  work 
with  a  great  deal  of  fkill.  I  every  where 
met  with  activity,  induftry,  and  neatnefs. 
I  afterwards  paid  vifits  to  feveral  'of  the 
girls  1  danced  with  the  day  before,  and 
was  received  very  favouraby.  I  entered 
into  converfation  with  them,  and  inquired 
why  fo  many  pretty  women  were  to  be 
feen  in  the  ifland,  and  fo  few  men,  for  Î 
had  only  met  with  five  or  Rx.  They  an- 
fwered  that,  during  the  fpring,  the  funmier, 
and  part  of  autumn,  the  men  were  '  gut  at 
fea.  "  They  trade,'*  faid  they,  ^'  to  differ- 
"  ent  iflands  of  the  Archipelago,  and  re- 
*'  turn  from  time  to  time,  to  bring  their 
*'  families  the  provifions  they  may  Hand  in 
"  need  of,  but  only  pafs  the  winter  with 
*'  them.  They  fow  the  land  in  November, 
"  get  in  the  harveft  in  March,  and,  immedi- 
"  ately  afterward,  return  to  fea.  The  pro- 
*^  duce  of  the  ifland  not  being  fufficient    for 
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"  the  maintenance  of  its  inhabitants,  they 
"  are  forced  to  feek  fupplies  from  other  coun- 
"  tries,  with  the  afTiftance  of  which,  if  we 
"  are  not  rich,  we  live  at  leafi:  in  a  comfort- 
"  able  mediocrity.  The  boys  accompany 
"  their  fathers,  and  become  failors  :  while 
"  they  are  abfent,  we  fpin  cotton  as  you  fee, 
^'  and  weave  a  part  of  it  for  their  clothing 
"  and  our  own.*' 

In  thefe  vifits  I  could  not  but  admire  the 
regularity  and  wifdom  of  this  little  republic, 
the  peace  and  harmony  that  reigned  among 
its  members,  and,  above  all,  that  cheerfulnefs 
and  content,  which  was  fo  vifible  in  their 
countenances.  Happy  people!  faid  I  to  my- 
felf  ;  ambition  and  intrigue  trouble  not  your 
tranquillity  ;  the  third  of  gold  hath  not  cor- 
rupted your  manners  ;  the  quarrels,  diflenfions, 
and  crimes  with  which  it  hath  covered 
the  earth,  are  to  you  unknown.  Here  no 
citizen,  proud  of  his  titles,  or  his  wealth, 
tramples  under  foot  his  humble  countrymen  ; 
no  cringing  valet  flatters  the,  vices  of  his 
mafter  ;  m^an  is  equal  to  man,  nor  does  the 
Cafiot  blufli,  or  abafe  himfelf  before  the  Ca- 
fiot.  RefpeQ  and  mutual  efteem  unite  you. 
Your  enjoyments  confift  in  the  pure  pleafures 

which 
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which  nature  offers  to  all  her  children,  and 
your  happinefs  is  founded  on  the  durable  bafis 
of  mediocrity  and  equality  ! 

The  refpeO:  I  owe  to  truth,  however,  ob- 
liges me  to  confefs  that,  in  a  private  converfa- 
tion  with  fome  of  thefe  handfome  Cafiot  girls, 
I  drew  a  flattering  pidure  of  the  happy  lot  of 
the  ladies  of  France.  I  reprefented  them  as 
elegantly  dreffed,  adorned  with  gold,  filk,  and 
diamonds  ;  conveyed  in  fuperb  carriages  from 
fhow  to  fhow,  and  from  entertainment  to  en- 
tertainment, furrounded  by  admirers  only  at- 
tentive to  give  them  pleafure,  and  wholly  oc- 
cupied with  their  amufements,  and  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  new  delights.  I  had  only  pourtrayed 
the  rofes  of  a  life  apparently  fo  delicious, 
and  my  admiring  hearers  feemed  enchanted 
with  my  defcription.  They  fighed,  regretted 
their  condition,  and,  defpifmg  the  humbler 
plafures  to  which  they  were  born,  could 
have  wifhed  to  have  been  tranfported  inflantly 
to  France.  So  natural  is  it  to  the  human 
heart  to  quit  the  happinefs  it  enjoys  for  the 
brilliant  chimeras  of  imagination. 

Another  day  I  paid  a  vifit  to  two  fillers 
who  were  faid  to  be  very  amiable.  Melan- 
choJy  reigned    in  their  houfe,    a-id    fighs   ef- 
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caped  them  amid  their  occupations.  The 
eldeft,  who  was  about  eighteen,  was  tall,  well 
made,  and  had  a  very  pleafmg  countenance. 
She  had  not  been  at  the  ball.  A  deep  grief 
caft  a  veil  over  her  beauty,  and  her  cheeks 
had  lofl  almoft  all  their  colour.  A  dying 
flame  fhone  languidly  in  her  eyes,  and  tears 
feemed  ready  to  ftart.  How  much  was  I  af- 
feded  !  Her  younger  fifler  fhared  in  her  for- 
rows,  and  refembled  a  flower  which,  growing 
in  the  fliade,  receives  not  the  beneficent  rays 
of  the  fun,  but  languiflies  at  its  opening.  I 
could  have  wifhed  to  confole  thefe  afiliâ:ed 
charmers  ;  but  I  had  no  claim  whatever  on 
their  hearts,  and,  in  fo  fliprt  a  time,  could  not 
infpire  them  with  fufficient  confidence  to  be 
permitted  to  dry  up  their  tears.  I  knew  that 
one  of  them  had  jufl;  loft  a  hufband,  whom  fhe 
tenderly  loved.  I  was  told  that  they  were  the 
handfomefl  couple  in  the  ifland,  and  united 
by  the  purefl  affection  ;  but  that,  after  having 
been  married  only  a  month,  the  unfortunate 
man  was  fhipwrecked,  and  perifhed  in  the 
fea.  "  He  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,"  added 
my  informers,  "  as  he  had  not  attained  his 
"  twentieth  year.  The  younger  of  thefe 
"  amiable  girls,  tenderly  attached  to  her  fifler, 
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**  f^articipates  fincerely  in  her  grief.  This, 
*'  however,  is  not  the  only  caufe  of  her  me- 
"  lancholy  ;  flie  is  fixteen,  and  not  yet  mar- 
"  ried  ;  and,  in  this  country,  men  are  fcarce  ; 
'*  the  fea  devours  a  great  number  of  them, 
"  and,  therefore,  many  of  our  poor  girls  re- 
*'  main  without  hufbandz.'* 

This  explained  to  me  the  reafon  why  in 
Candia,  and  in  feveral  other  cities,  1  have 
frequently  met  with  Cafiot  girls,  who  have 
voluntarily  forfaken  their  country.  Thefe 
young  females,  having  neither  protedors, 
friends,  nor  relations,  are  obliged  to  feek  a 
maintenance  by  fervice.  Their  innocence  is 
expofed  to  great  dangers,  and,  frequently,  led 
aftray  by  example,  or  feduced  by  the  tempta- 
tions wealth  ever  has  it  in  its  power  to  offer, 
they  embrace  a  life  of  licendoufnefs  and  de- 
bauchery. I  have  feen  many  of  them,  who 
had  entirely  forgotten  the  manners  of  their 
ifland,  and  totally  loft  that  modefty,  and  in- 
genuoufnefs,  which  conftitute  the  loveliefl 
charm  of  their  countrywomen. 

During  my  flay  at  Cafos,  a  bark  arrived, 
laden  with  rice,  melons,  pomegranates,  and 
various  fruits.  Immediately  almoft  all  the 
women    haltened    down    the    hill    with    the 
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greateft  impatience  ;  fome  to  meet  a  hulband, 
others  a  father,  a  brother,  or  a  friend.  I 
never  witnefled  flronger  expreflions  of  joy 
and  tendernefs  ;  they  embraced  them  with 
tranfport,  prefled  them  to  their  bofoms,  and 
thanked  Heaven  for  once  more  reftoring  them 
to  their  anxious  wifties.  Every  token  of  the 
mod  heartfelt  joy,  every  expreffion  of  the 
tendered  love,  was  lavifhed  on  both  fides. 
The  fcene  was  indeed  mod  affedling.  Thefe, 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  are  the  ancient  Greeks  ; 
fuch  was  their  lively  imagination,  ever  ready 
to  take  fire,  and  fuch  the  exquifite  fenfibility, 
which  didinguidied  them  from  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  This  rock  has  preferved 
them  from  the  Turkidi  yoke,  and  they  have 
retained  their  ancient  charafter. 

The  afternoon  of  this  memorable  day  was 
dedicated  to  pleafure.  The  Cafiot  captain  gave  a 
little  ball,  and  I  accepted  of  his  invitation.  The 
hall  was  filled  with  a  number  of  lively  girls, 
with  their  trèfles  perfumed,  and  dreflfed  in  their 
handfomed  boddices,  their  bed  embroidered 
fafhes,  and  their  whited  gowns.  Various 
rounds,  fuch  as  I  have  before  defcribed,  were 
formed.  Two  lyres,  and  fingers  placed  on  a 
raifed    feat,    animated    the    motions    of   the 
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dancers,  and  pleafure  fparkled  in  every  eye. 
The  young  men  who  had  juil  arrived  took 
their  places  at  the  fide  of  their  wives  or  mif- 
treiïes,  clafped  then^  round  the  waifl  in  danc- 
ing, and  feh  the  palpitation  of  their  hearts, 
while  joy  beamed  in  every  face.  The  young 
Greek  females,  with  downcaft  eyes,  endea- 
voured to  conceal  the  pleafure  they  felt  ;  but 
their  blufties,  and  their  heaving  bofoms,  fuïïi- 
ciently  fhewed  who  were  the  objects  of  their 
afFeclion.  How  great  the  pleafure  of  this 
fimple  recreation  !  Each  motion  gave  a  new 
fenfation  of  delight.  Our  artificial  dances  may 
be  infinitely  more  graceful,  elegant,  ormajefticj 
but  how  cold  are  they  when  compared  to  this 
joyous  round  !  In  thofe  vanity  alone  is  gra- 
tified ;  in  thefe  heart  fpeaks  to  heart,  by  a 
look,  a  fmile,  and,  above  every  thing,  by  the 
touch.  All-wife  Nature  has  implanted  the 
means  of  happinefs  witliin  ourfelves.  The 
rich  man  flatters  himfelf  he  fhall  obtain  it  amid 
the  brilliant  companies  he  alfembles,  and,  by 
difplaving  pomp  and  magnificence,  endea- 
vours to  purchafe  it  with  gold.  Alas  !  knows 
he  not  that  this  inconftant  divinity  flies  the 
importunity  of  ollentation,  dildains  a  bribe, 
and  contemns  the  pride  and  vanity  of  wealth  ! 
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The  wefterly  winds  have  detained  us  eight 
days  in  the  road  of  Cafos,  and  I  thank  Hea- 
ven for  their  continuance.  I  have  vifited 
countries,  on  which  liberal  Nature  has  laviflied 
all  her  treafures.  I  have  feen  others  where 
tyrants  have  compelled  her  to  refrain  her 
bounties,  and  every  where  have  found  nations 
unhappy,  not  by  their  own  fault,  not  by  the 
fterility  of  the  foil,  but  by  the  vices  of  the 
government  to  which  they  are  fubjeél.  In 
the  midft  of  flaves  crouching  beneath  the  Ot- 
toman yoke,  I  have  found  a  rock,  only  three 
leagues  in  circumference,  on  which  the  Turk 
dares  not  to  fet  his  foot,  and  inhabited  by  a  free 
and  happy  people.  There  each  father  of  a 
family  is  a  fovereign  within  his  own  houfe  ; 
he  decides  every  difference,  and  his  decrees 
are  laws,  which  cannot  but  be  equitable,  fmce 
they  are  only  dictated  by  paternal  tendernefs. 
When  any  difputes  arife,  the  priefts  and  the 
old  men  affemble  and  decide  them  ;  but  dif- 
putes cannot  be  frequent  among  citizens, 
who  are  all  equal  and  alike  unacquainted 
with  poverty  or  riches.  All  the  members  of 
this  little  fociety  are  employed  ;  and  I  have  feen 
the  handfomell  of  their  women  go  down 
into  the   valley,    to   waffi    their   linen   at  the 
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fountain,  as  in  the  days  of  Homer.  They 
cheer  their  labours  with  a  fong  ;  nor  do  they 
imagine  themfelves  difgraced  by  their  humble 
employment.  It  is  only  in  countries  where 
the  rich  can  purchafe  fervice  from  the  hands 
of  the  poor,  that  they  blufli  to  make  ufe  of  their 
own. 

Travellers,  who  have  made  obfervations  on 
the  charader  of  the  Greeks  under  the  Ottoman 
yoke,  juftly  reproach  them  with  hypocrify,  per- 
fidy, and  meannefs.  Thefe  vices  are  not  inherent 
in  their  nature,  but  are  the  confequence  of  the 
fervitude  in  which  they  live.  The  inhabitants 
of  Cafos  are  alfo  Greeks  ;  but,  enlightened, 
and  warmed,  by  a  ray  of  liberty,  they  poiTefs 
induflry,  fenfibility,  and  integrity.  Send  them 
a  Cadi,  a  Pacha,  or  a  Mouteveli,  they  will  be- 
come as  perfidious,  and  corrupt  as  the  reft  of 
their  nation.  From  this  obfervation  we  may 
be  convinced  of  the  firft  and  moft  facred  of  po- 
litical truths  ;  that,  in  general,  man  is  virtuous 
in  proportion  as  he  preferves  his  liberty  and 
natural  rights,  and  that  as  he  is  deprived  of 
thefe,  he  becomes  vicious  and  degenerate. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 


L  ET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


Candia. 


V-/  U  R  flay  in  the  road  of  Cafos  is  at  an 
end.  The  captain,  impatient  to  be  gone, 
weighed  anchor  on  the  firft  appearance  of  good 
weather.  It  feems.  as  if  the  wind,  wearied 
with  finding  him  ftill  at  fea,  had  at  length  de- 
termined to  conduâ:  him  to  the  place  of  his 
deftination,  for  it  blew  right  abaft,  and  car- 
ried us  rapidly  towards  Standia  ;  in  lefs  than 
a  day  we  have  paifed  the  further  point  of  the 
ifland,  and  got  fafe  into  the  harbour.  We 
arrived  exaftly  in  time,  for  fcarcely  was  the 
anchor  down,  before  the  weflerly  wind  refum- 
ed  its  fway,  and  the  fea  became  furious  :  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  later,  and  we  fhould  have 
been  forced  to  return  to  Cafos,  which  will  not 
foon  be  effaced  from  my  memory. 

Dia,  now    called    Standia,    is    four    leagues 

diftant  from  the  city  of  Candia.     It  is  abfo- 

lutely    barren  ;     we     meet    with    neither    vil- 
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lages  nor  inhabitants.  The  briars,  thorns,  and 
brambles,  that  cover  the  rocks,  ferve  as  food 
for  the  wild  goats,  which  are  found  there  in 
great  numbers  :  they  run  with  fuch  fvviftnefs 
among  the  precipices,  that  it  is  almoft  impofli- 
ble  to  approach  them.  We  have  given  chace 
to  feveral  without  fuccefs. 

Standia  has  three  ports  at  which  veflels 
touch,  that  are  laden  for  Candia.  From  the 
fummit  of  the  mountain  we  difcovered  the 
town  ;  but  the  fea  was  fo  rough  that  no  boat 
would  venture  to  releafe  us  from  our  prifon  ; 
the  fécond  day  after  our  arrival,  however,  a  re- 
folute  Turk  came  off  to  us  in  a  little  ikiff.  He 
told  us  that  our  arrival  had  been  long  expected  : 
that  they  had  feen  us  beating  off  the  coafl,  and 
were  apprehenfive  we  had  perifhed.  The  bad 
weather  flill  continued,  and  detained  us  on 
the  defert  rocks  of  Standia  ;  but  at  length, 
on  the  fourth  day,  a  boat  came  for  us,  and 
conveyed  us  to  Candia,  about  two  months 
after  our  departure  from  Alexandria. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


L  E  T- 
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LETTER     XVIIL 

To  M.  L.  M. 

Candia. 

l\  S  often,  Madam,  as  the  curious  inquirer, 
excited  by  the  defire  of  knowledge,  endea- 
vours to  inveftigate  the  origin  of  ancient  na- 
tions, mythology  lirft  prefents  him  with  gods 
and  heroes,  for  the  mod  part  emblematical.  The 
fabulous  hiflory  of  every  celebrated  people 
always  precedes  their  more  authentic  annals. 
This  is  lefs  interefting  to  us,  who  with  all 
our  labours  can  only  conjecture  the  truth 
through  the  veil  of  allegory,  but  was  of  much 
more  importance  to  the  ancients.  Though 
the  multitude  faw  nothing  in  it  but  a  facred 
theology,  to  which  they  were  obliged  implicitly 
to  fubmit  their  reafon,  the  philofophers,  ini- 
tiated in  thefe  myfteries,  difcovered  in  them 
the  opinions  of  learned  men  on  the  formation 
of  the  univerfe,  adronomy,  phyfics,  and  na- 
tural hiflorv. 

Before  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  ifle  of  Can- 
dia, let  us  firft,  Madam,  with  your  permif- 
fion,  vifit  the  ancient  Crete.  The  informa- 
tion   this    will    procure  us  will    guide    us    on 

our 
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our  way,  and  ferve  to  explain  many  fads, 
the  origin  of  which  would  otherwife  be  un- 
known to  us.  It  is  only  by  comparing  the 
pafl  with  the  prefent,  that  we  can  be  enabled 
to  form  a  jufl  idea  of  this  famous  country. 
I  am  aware,  Madam,  that  it  is  become  almofl 
ridiculous  to  fpeak  of  the  ancients,  and  that 
it  is  the  fafhion,  either  to  extol  them  to  the 
ikies,  or  to  depreciate  them  without  meafure  ; 
but  reafon  obferves  a  jufl  medium,  and  weighs 
men's  adions  in  an  equal  balance  ;  fhe  makes 
no  diftindion  of  ages  nor  of  perfons,  but 
admires,  or  condemns,  with  impartiality,  what- 
ever merits  eulogium  or  cenfure. 

The  Cretan  mythologifls,  quoted  by  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus  {e),  fay,  that  the  firfl  inhabit- 
ants of  their  ifland  were  the  Idean  Dadyli, 
who  lived  near  Mount  Ida  (f)  ;  they  were 
confidered  as  magicians,  from  their  poflefling 
various  kinds   of   knowledge,    and   efpecially 

(tf)  Diodorus  Siculus,   lib.  v. 

(f)  Other  writers  make  them  come  from  Mount  Ida 
in  Phrygia.  They  are  not  agreed,  why  they  received  the 
name  of  Dadtyli.  Diomedes  the  grammarian  fays,  it 
was  given  them  on  account  of  the  flcill  with  which  they 
moved  their  fingers,  oi  bccaufe  they  invented  the  metri- 
cal foot,'  called  the  Dafty!,  or  becaufe  they  were  ten  in 
number,  &:c. 

L  the 
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the  fcîence  of  the  facred  myfleries  ('gj.  Or- 
pheus, fo  celebrated  for  poetry  and  mufic,  was 
their  difciple.  They  difcovered  the  ufe  of 
fire,  and  the  art  of  working  iron  and  copper 
in  Mount  Berecynthus,  near  Aptera  ChJ. 
Thefe  valuable  inventions  obtained  them  di- 
vine honours.  One  of  them,  named  Her- 
cules, rendered  himfelf  famous  by  his  cou- 
rage and  heroic  aâ:ions.  He  inftituted  the 
Olympic  games  ;  and  it  is  only  from  the  fimi- 
larity  of  the  name,  that  pofterity  attributed 
this  inftitution  to  the  fon  of  Alcmena,  who 
trod  indeed  in  the  fteps  of  his  predeceffor, 
and,  like  him,  became  immortal. 

(/)    The   Idean    Daftyli    gave   rife  to   the 

Curetés. 

fgj  The  name  of  magician  was  anciently  not  odi- 
ous. ,  It  did  not  convey  with  it  the  idea  of  knavery 
and  impofture,  which  has  fince  been  annexed  to  it. 
Thofe  were  called  magicians  who,  inftru<5ted  in  the  facred 
niyfteries,  underftood  the  fenfe  of  allegories,  and  dif- 
covere.d  natural  truths,  concealed,  under  the  emblems  of 
foble.r  The  Telchincs  at  Rhodes,  the  Dadyli  of  Crete, 
the    Egyptian  pricds,   and  Mofes   himfelf,    were  accounted 

•  magicians. 

..(hj  Strabo,  who  makes  the  Telchines  pafs  from  Crete 
into  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  fays,^  that  they  firft  brought 
thither  the  art  of  working  metals. 

-     (i)  Others    conlidcr  them  as  the    children  of   the    Earth. 

Strabo 
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Curetés.  The  latter  at  firfl  inhabited  the 
forefts,  caverns,  and  mountains  :  they  af- 
terwards taught  men  to  dwell  in  houfes,  and 
contributed  to  civilize  them  by  their  inftitu- 
tions.  They  inflru^ted  them  to  colleft  flocks 
of  fheep,  to  tame  wild  animals,  and  make 
them  fubfervient  to  their  wants,  and  to  profit 
by  the  labour  of  bees,  by  keeping  them  in 
hives.  They  taught  them  the  ufe  of  the  bow, 
and  formed  them  to  the  chace.  They  forged 
the  fword,  and  were  the  inventors  of  military 
dances.  The  noife  they  made  in  dancing, 
armed,  prevented  Saturn  from  hearing  the 
cries  of  Jupiter,  whofe  education  had  been  in- 
truded to  them  by  Rhea.  AfTifled  by  the 
nymphs,  they  brought  up  the  god  in  a  cave  of 
Mount  Ida,  feeding  him  with  the  milk  of  the 
goat  Amalthea   (k),  and  the  honey  of    their 

bees. 

At 

Strabo  fays,  that  the  name  of  Curetés  was  given  them 
from  the  care  they  took,  of  the  infancy  of  Jupiter. 
lib.    X. 

(i)  La<5lantius,  lib.  i.  cap.  22,  fays,  "  Didymus  relates, 
"  that  MelifTeus,  king  of  Crete,  was  the  firft  who  facrificed 
"  to  the  gods;  that  he  introduced  new  rites  and  pompous 
"  ceremonies  ;  that  he  had  two  daughters,  Amalthea  and 
"  Mehfla,  and  that  they  nourifhed  the  infant  Jupiter 
L  2  "  with 
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At  this  period  the  Cretan  mythology  places 
the  birth  of  the  Titans,  who  dwelt  near  to  Cnof- 
fus,  where  th^  palace  of  Rhea  was  to  be  feen, 
their  expeditions  over  the  whole  earth,  their 
war  againft  Amnion,  who  was  defended  by 
Bacchus,  the  nuptials  of  Jupiter  and  Juno, 
celebrated  near  the  river  Therenus  in  Crete, 
and  the  gods,  goddefles,  and  heroes,  to  whom 
they   gave  birth. 

The  moft  illuftrious  of  thefe  heroes  were 
Minos  and  Rhadamanthus  (/)  :  they  are  faid 
to  have  been  the  fons  of  Jupiter  and  Europa, 
who  had  been  brought  into  the  ifland  upon 
a  bull.  Minos  having  become  king,  built  fe- 
veral  cities,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which 
were  Cnoflus,  on  the  coaft  oppofite  Afia, 
Phasftus  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  Cydon  on 
the  weft,  fronting  Peloponnefus.  He  infti- 
tuted  admirable  laws,  which  he  feigned  to 
have  received  from  Jupiter,  in  a  cave  of  Mount 
Ida. 

Rhadamanthus  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  the 
juftice  of  his  judgments,  and  by  the  feverity 


"  with  goat's  milk  and   honey."     This  is  the  reafon,  per- 
haps, why  the  poets  have  faid,  that  the  goat  Amalthea  fed 
Jupiter. 
(/)  Diodorus  Siculus,    lib.  v. 

with 
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with  which  he  punifhed  offenders.  He 
reigned  over  feveral  large  iflands,  and  almoll 
the  whole  coafl  of  Afia,  which  fubinitted  to 
his  fceptre,  on  account  of  the  reputation  he 
had  acquired  for  juftice.  The  mythoiogifts 
have  made  him  judge  of  the  infernal  regions, 
to  determine  on  the  fate  of  the  virtuous  and  the 
wicked,  and  have  decreed  him  the  fame  ho- 
nours as  to  Minos,  the  moft  juil  of  kings  (w). 
Thus  far  I  have  followed  the  Cretan  tradi- 
tions, as  preferved  by  Diodorus  ;  but  hiftorians 
are  not  agreed  among  themfelves.  There  are 
a  multitude  of  opinions  concerning  the  firfl 
inhabitants  of  Crete.  Strabo  (n),  who  has 
learnedly  difcuffed  them,  after  feveral  pages, 
fays  :  "  I  am  not  fond  of  fables,  yet  I 
'*  have  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  thefe, 
*'  becaufe  they  have  relation  to  theology. 
"  When  we  treat  of  the  gods,  we  ought  to 
"  weigh  ancient  opinions,  and  diftinguifh  them 
"  from   fables.      The    ancients    delighted   in 

fmj  Rhadamanthus  was  a  juft  man,  infiruded  by  Mi- 
nos, not  in  the  whole  art  of  government,  but  in  the  part 
of  the  royal  adminiftration  which  concerns  juftice  ;  hence 
he  received  the  name  of  the  juft  judge.  Plato  de  Mi- 
noide. 

(n)   Strabo,   lib.  x. 

"  throwing; 
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"  throwing  a  veil  over  their  knowledge  of 
"  nature.  It  is  not  poiîible  to  explain  all  their 
"  enigmas  ;  but,  by  placing  the  numerous  al- 
"  legories  they  have  left  us  in  a  full  light,  by 
'*  examining  with  attention  in  what  they  rc- 
"  femble  each  other,  and  in  what  they  differ, 
"  w^e  may,  by  comparifon,  arrive  at  truth." 

Let  us  quit  mythology,  and  inquire  what 
hiftory  has  left  us  of  greateft  certainty,  re- 
fpecling  the  different  inhabitants  of  Crete. 
This  celebrated  illand  received  its  name  from 
Cres,  the  firfl  of  its  kings  (o).  He  was  the 
author  of  many  ufeful  difcoveries,  which  con- 
tributed to  the  happinefs  of  his  people  (pj, 
who,  in  gratitude  to  their  benefador,  and  to 
preferve  the  memory  of  his  benefits,  immor- 
talized his  name,    by   bellowing    it   on   their 

illand  (q). 

To 

(o)  Eufebius  in  Chron.  Cres,  a  native,  was  the  firft 
v-ho  reigned  in  Crete,  and  gave  it  his  name.  It  was  faid 
that  he  was  one  of  the  Curetés  who  ^concealed  and  nou- 
rifhed  Jupiter. — Ifid,  Orig.  lib.  xiv,  c.  6.  This  illand 
was  called  Crete,  from  one  Crêtes,  who  dwelt  there. — 
Cedrenus.  Crete  received  its  name  from  Crttts,  who 
was  king  of  the  illand. 

(p)  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  v. 

(y).  Stephen  of  Byzantium,  who  reports  the  opinions   of 

the 
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CrJ  To  diftingiiifh  the  native  Cretans  from 
foreigners,  they  were  called  Eteo  Cretans.  Nu- 
merous colonies  fettled  in  the  ifland  from  all 
parts  of  Greece,  invited  by  the  beauty  of  the 
climate,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil.  The 
Lacedemonians,  Argives,  and  Athenians,  were 
the  principal  liâtes  who  fent  colonies  thi- 
ther (.r).  This  made  Homer  fay,  "  (/)  Crete 
"  is  a  large  ifland,  in  the  midfl  of  a  ftormy 
"  fea.  The  foil  is  rich  and  fertile.  It  con- 
*'  tains  an  innumerable  people,  and  is  adorn- 
"  ed  by  a  hundred  cities.  Its  inhabitants 
"  fpeak  various  languages.  We  there  find 
"  Acheans,  the  brave  Eteocretas,  Cydonians, 
"  Dorians,  and  the  divine  Pelafgi."  The 
Eteocretans  inhabited  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
ifland,  where  they  founded  the  city  of  Prasfus, 
and  eredled  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Didasus  (uj. 

the  a.ncicnts  rerpe(5ling  this  iHand,  fivs,  it  was  fo  named 
from  Cores,  or  Cretus,  fon  of  Jupiter  and  the  nymph  Ida, 
or  Creta,  one  of  the  Hefpçrides,  &c.  but  he  adds,  that 
the  bell  derivation  is  from  Cres,  one  of  its  inhabitants,  it 
had  many  other  names,  unnece/Tary  to  repeat  in  this  place. 

(r)  Euftat.  in  Iliad. 

(j)  Scylax  in  Periplo.     Dicsarchus  de  Vit.     Grxc. 


(0  OdyfT.  lib.  xix. 
(«)  Strabo,  lib.  x. 


Cres 
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Cres  was  not  the  only  monarch  who 
reigned  over  the  ifland  of  Crete  ;  he  had  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  but  we  can  obtain  little  inform- 
ation concerning  them  from  hiftory  ;  we 
only  find  the  names  of  fome  of  thefe  kings, 
and  a  few  events,  intermixed  with  fabulous 
accounts,  which  happened  under  others  fv). 

Among 

fvj  The  following  are  the  names  of  thefe  kings,  as  col - 
leded  by  Murtius,  in  his  learned  di/Tertation  on  the  ifland 
of  Crete. 

Jupiter,  the  firfl. 

Cres,  who  gave  name  to  the  ifland. 

Ammon,  who,  after  reigning  in  Lybya,  came  to  Crete, 
and  married  the  daughter  of  Cres.  He  was  the  prince 
whom  Bacchus  defended  againfl;  the  Titans. 

Melisseus,  whofe  daughters  brought  up  Jupiter. 

Jupiter  II.  who  was  brought  up  by  the  Curetés.  After 
him  is  a  great  chaffn. 

Cecrops. 

Cydon. 

Apteras,  who  built  the  city  of  Aptera. 

Laps,  orLAPiTHAS. 

Teutamus,  who  took  poflieflion  of  the  ifland  at  the  head 
of  the  Dorians  and  Pelafgians. 

Asterius,  who  efpoufed  Europa,  carried  off  by  Jupiter, 
and  adopted  her  children. 

MiNos  I.  the  adopted  fon  of  Afl^erius,  who  died  without 
children.  He  married  Itona,  daughter  of  Lycaftus,  and 
had  by  her  Lycafta. 

Lycastus, 


O    N      G    R    E    E     C    E.  153 

Among  thefe  fovereigns  we  find  two  Ju- 
piters,  and  two  of  the  name  of  Minos. 
Writers  in  general,  however,  confound  thefe, 
and  attribute  adions  to  one  only,  which  fliould 
be  fhared  between  the  two.  This  obfervation 
is  particularly  true  of  Minos,  whom  anti- 
quity celebrates  as  the  wifelt  of  legiilators. 
The  place  affigned  him  in  the  infernal 
regions  is  a  very  unequivocal  teftimony  of 
the  glorious  reputation  he  had  acquired  by 
his  juftice.  "  It  is  not  without  reafon,'*  fays 
Plato,  "  that  Greece  has  adopted  the  laws  of 
"  Crete,  fmce  they  are  founded  on  thofe 
"  folid  principles  which  cannot  but  render 
*'  the  people  who  are  fubjeél  to  them  flou- 
"  rifhing  and  happy  (x).''     One  of  his  laws 

Lycastus,  who  efpoufed  Ida,  daughter  of  a  Corybant, 
and  had  by  her  Minos  the  fécond. 

Minos  II.  who  married  Pafphae,  daughter  of  the  fun. 
He  had  two  other  wives  and  feveral  children. 

Deucalion,  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  the  fécond  Minos,  and 
different  from  the  fon  of  Prometheus.  He  efpoufed  Phisdra, 
fifterof  Thefeus. 

Catreus,  brother  to  Deucahon.  He  built  the  city  of 
Catrea. 

Idomeneus,  grandfon  of  Minos.  He,  together  with 
Merion,  conduced  eighty  (hips  to  the  fiege  of  Troy.  (Plerc 
ends  this  incomplete  lift.) 

(a)  Plato,  de  Legibus,  lib.  i. 

was 
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was  expreffed  in  thefe  words  :  Let  the  Cretans^ 
never  drink  together  to  intoxication.  The  fol- 
lowing was  well  calculated  to  check  the  pre- 
fumptuous  ardour  of  youth  fyj,  "  Let  not 
"  the  young  men  indulge  an  indifcreet  curio- 
*'  fity  refpefting  the  laws  ;  let  them  not  exa- 
"  mine  whether  the  legillator  did  right  or 
**  wrong  to  enad  them  ;  but  let  them  ex- 
*'  claim  with  one  voice.  They  nre  good,  becaufc 
^^  ibey  proceed  from  the  Gods.  If  any  of  the 
"  old  men  difcover  in  them  abufes  proper  to 
"  be  reformed,  let  him  addrefs  himfelf  to  a 
*'  magiflrate,  or  difcufs  the  fubjeâ:  with  his 
*■'  equals,  but  never  in  prefence  of  young 
"  people.'* 

(•z)  Thefe  admirable  laws  were  engraven  on 
tables  of  brafs,  andTalos,  the  minifter  of  Minos, 
vifited  the  towns  and  cities  three  times  every 
year,  to  fee  they  were  properly  obferved  (a). 

The  king  of  Crete,  well  knowing  how  ne- 
ceflary  the  marvellous  is  to  gain  credit  with 
the  multitude,  pretended  that  he  had  received 

(y)  Plato,  de  Mrnoidc. 

(k)  Cicero,  Tufcal.  lib.  ii.  fays,  the  laws  of  Crete  given 
by  Minos,  or  Jupiter,  or  as  the  poets  tell  us,  by  his  advice, 
are  a  fource  of  inftrm^iion  for  youth. 

{a)  Plato,  de  Minoide- 

them 
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them  from  Jupiter  his  father,  in  a  cave 
of  Mount  Ida.  In  the  fame  manner  Lycur- 
gus,  before  he  publifhed  his  laws,  repaired  to 
Delphi,  and  declared  that  he  received  them 
from  Apollo.  Thus  Numa  afcribed  his  in- 
flitutions  to  the  nymph  Egeria,  and  Ma- 
homet his  religious  effuficns  to  the  angel 
Gabriel. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  ancients  defcribe 
Minos  as  a  prince  who  was  the  Have  of  his 
paflions,  and  a  barbarous  conqueror  !  Hav- 
ing become  enamoured  of  the  nymph  Dic- 
tynna,  who  refilled  his  defires,  he  purfued 
her  to  the  extremity  of  the  illand,  and  forced 
her  to  precipitate  herfelf  into  the  fea,  where 
fhe  was  faved  by  fome  fifhermen,  who  re- 
ceived her  in  their  nets.  He  was  the  firft  of 
the  Greeks  who  appeared  in  the  Mediterranean 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fleet  (/?).  He  made 
a  conquefl  of  the  Cyclades,  whence  he  ex- 
pelled the  Carians,  and  having  fettled  colonies 
there,  committed  the  government  of  them  to 
his  fons  (c). 

(h)  Strabo,     lib.    x.     Ariflot.    Polit,    lib.     ii.    Diodonis 
Siculus,  lib.  V.   Plin.  lib.  vii.  cap.  56. 
(r)  Thucytlides,  lib.  v. 

Having 
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Having  learnt,  during  his  ftay  at  Paros  (dj, 
that  his  fon  Androgeus  was  flain  at  Athens, 
fie  declared  war  againil  ^geus,  and  impof- 
cd  on  him  the  fhameful  tribute  from  whicli 
Thefeus  delivered  his  countrymen.  He  took 
up  arms  againft  Nifus,  king  of  Megara, 
made  him  prifoner,  by  the  i;rcachery  of  his 
daughter  Scylla,  and  put  him  to  death,  to- 
gether with  Megareus  the  fon  of  Hippome- 
Ees,  who  had  brought  him  fuccour.  Dœda- 
lus,  againft  whom  he  was  incenfed,  defpair- 
m^  of  moving  fo  implacable  a  prince,  em- 
ployed all  the  refources  of  his  genius  to 
efcape  from  his  refentment»  He  fled  into 
Sicily,  gained  the  protection  of  king  Cocalus, 
snd  obtained  an  afylum  at  his  court. 
Valerius  Flaccus  {/)  has  given  a  truly  poe- 
tical defcription  of  this  flight  :  "  Thus 
*"^  Dzedalus,  become  a  bird,  precipitated  him- 

(d)  Apoliodorus,  ?ib.  iii.  Having  been  informed  of  the 
death  of  his  fon,  at  Paros,  while  he  was  fucrificing  to 
the  Graces,  he  immcdiateiy  took  the  crown  from  his 
head,  and  quitted  his  Bute  :  he,,  however,  finifhed  the 
facrifice.  To  preferve  the  memory  of  this  event,  the  inha[>i- 
tants  of  Paros  long  facrificed  to  the  Graces,  without  a  crown, 
and  without  a  flute. 

(f)  Valerius  Flaccus,  lib.  i, 

"  felf 
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"  felf  from  Mount  Ida,  with  refounding  wings. 
"  Near  him  flew  his  companion  on  Ihorter 
*'  pinions  ;  they  refembled  a  cloud  rifing 
*'  into  the  air.  Minos  feeing  his  vengeance 
<'  fruflrated,  trembled  with  rage  ;  his  eyes 
"  were  wearied  with  vainly  following  the 
*'  fugitives  through  the  imnienfity  of  fpace; 
*'  and  the  guards  returned  to  Gort}^rta, 
*'  with  their  quivers  filled  with  arrows/* 
The  king  of  Crete,  however,  did  not  fo  eaUly 
give  up  his  prey  j  he  equipped  a  fleet,  purfued 
him  into  Sicily  (f)^  and  periflied  before  the 
walls  of  Camicus. 

It  is  evident  that  thefe  aclions  but  ill  be- 
came a  jufl  fovereign,  who  merited  to  be 
a  judge  in  the  fliades,  and  pronounce  the  ever- 
lafliing  defliiny  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wick- 
ed. We  may  reafonably  conclude,  therefore, 
that  Minos,  the  legiflator,  was  a  différent  per- 
fon  from  Minos  the  conqueror  ;  that  it  wa.s^ 
the  elder  Minos  who  acquired  an  immor- 
tal reputation  for  wifdom  and  jufl  ice  ;  and 
Minos  the  fécond,  who  conquered  the  great- 
er  part   of    the    iflands   of  the   Archipelago, 


(f)  Hygîn.  Fab.  4|.  Paufanias,  in  Achaîcis. 

but 
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but  who,  unable   to  govern  his  paffions,  tar- 
Riilied  his  glory  by  cruelty  nnd  revenge. 

I  (liall  fay  nothing,  here,  Madam,  of  Pafiphac, 
Thefeus,  Ariadne,  or  the  Minotaur.  Their 
hiflory  is  connecled  with  that  of  the  Laby- 
rinth, and  will  naturally  follow,  when  I  fliall 
have  occafion  to  mention  that  famous  pri- 
fon,  which  was  the  work  of  Daedalus,  and 
which  had  nearly  become  his  tomb.  Be- 
fore I  conclude  this  letter,  hov/ever,  I  fhall 
add  a  few  words  concerning  Idomeneus,  the 
lafl  king  of  Crete. 

I  have  faid,  that  this  prince,  accompanied 
by  Merion  (g),  conduded  eighty  vefTcls  to 
the  affiftance  of  Agamemnon.  Homer  has 
immortalized  the  exploits  by  which  he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  before  the  walls  of  Troy. 
At  his  departure,  he  committed  the  go- 
vernment of  his  fiâtes  to  Leucus  (/;)  his 
adopted  fon,  and  promifed  him  the  hand  of 
his  daughter  Clifithera  in  marriage,  if  he  ruled 
with  wifdom  during  his  abfence. 

This  ambitious  youth  foon  forgot  the  fa- 
vours that  had  been  laviflied  on  him.     Having 

{g)  This  Merion   was  the   fon  of  Molus,  uncle  of  Ido- 
meneus. 
(/j)   Quintus  Sniyrneus. 

gained 


ON      GREECE.  159 

gained  a  great  number  of  partizans,  he  af- 
pired  to  the  crown,  nor  would  his  impa- 
tience allow  him  to  wait  till  a  legitimate 
marriage  placed  it  on  his  head.  Finding  the 
king  was  long  in  returning,  and  flattering 
himfelf,  perhaps,  that  he  would  fall  in  battle, 
he  refolved  to  mount  the  throne.  Mida  (/), 
the  wife  of  Idomeneus,  and  the  princefs 
Clifithera,  were  impediments  to  his  projed. 
But  ambition  knows  no  bounds,  and  hefitates 
not  to  violate  the  mofl  facred  laws.  The 
ufurper  having  feduced  the  people,  and 
gained  over  fome  of  the  principal  perfons, 
murdered  thefe  unhappy  vidims  in  the  temple  ; 
and  when  Idomeneus,  crowned  with  laurels, 
landed  on  the  coaft  of  Crete,  Leucus,  who 
made  all  around  him  tremble  at  his  power, 
purfued  him  with  an  army,  and  forced  him 
to  return  to  his  (hips.  I  know  indeed  that 
the  flight  of  Idomeneus  is  differently  related. 
Servius  (k)  fays,  that  he  had  vov/ed,  in  a 
ftorm,  to  facrifice  to  the  Gods  whatever 
he  fliould  firil  meet,  on  his  arrival  on  the 
coaft  ;  that  his  fon    being  the    firft,    he   flew 


{ij  Johannes  Tzetzcs. 

/tj  Servius,  in  Encid.  lib.  iii. 


him  ; 
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him  (/);  and  a  plague  happening  immedi- 
ately after,  the  inhabitants  confidered  this  ca- 
lamity as  the  confequence  of  divine  venge- 
ance, and  expelled  the  murderous  father  ; 
who  left  Crete,  and  founded  Salentum  on  the 
coafl  of  MelTapia  (jii).  This  opinion  feems 
to  me  dellitute  of  foundation.  Hiflory  does 
not  inform  us  that  Idomeneus  had  a  fon. 
If  he  had  male  offspring  of  his  own  blood, 
why  fnould  he  have  adopted  Leucus  ?  Or 
why  have  committed  to  him  the  government 
of  the  ifland,  with  a  promife  of  his  daughter's 
hand?  1  fhould  rather  be  inclined  to  think, 
that  he  brought  the  plague  with  him  in 
his  (hips,  from  the  fiege  of  Troy,  as  Hero- 
dotus afferts  («),  and  that  Leucus  artfully 
availed  himfelf  of  this  pretext  to  procure  the 
baniflniient  of  his  lawful  fovereign.  It  fhould 
feem,  however,  as  if  the  ufurper  did  not  long 


(I)  Fenelon  has  followed  this  tradition,  in  his  im- 
mortal work,  which  has  done  fo  much  honour  to  France. 

(^'■)  Virnl,  Encid.  lib.  iii.  It  is  faid,  the  hero  Idome- 
neus, driven  from  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  has  fled  far 
from  his  country. — Idomeneus  of  Lydos  (a  city  of  Crett) 
covers  widi  his  troops  the  fields  of  Salentum. 

(/.}  Keiodutus.  lib.  vii. 

■enjoy 
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enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  crimes  ;  for,  immedi- 
ately after  the  departure  of  Idomeneus,  we 
find  the  monarchy  at  an  end,  and  the  go- 
vernment become  republican, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


M  LET- 
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LETTER      XIX. 
To  M.  L.  M. 


I 


T  now  remains  for  me,  Madam,  to  give 
you  fome  account  of  the  republic  of  Crete, 
which  has  been  honoured  with  the  eulo- 
gium  of  Plato  ;  which  Lycurgus  took  for 
his  model  (t?)  in  the  inftitutions  he  framed 
for  Lacedgemon,  and  which  was  admired 
and   celebrated   through   all    Greece  :    Strabo 

(o)  "  Lycurgus,  retiring  into  Crete,  fought  the  friend- 
*'  fliip  of  Thaïes,  the  poet  and  legiflator  ;  from  him  he 
**  learnt  the  metrical  rhythmus  in  which  Rhadamanthus 
*'  and  Minos  delivered  the  laws  they  profeffed  to  have 
"  received  from  Jupiter.  He  next  travelled  into  Egypt, 
**  and  ftudied  the  inftitutions  of  that  people.  Some 
*•  add,  that  he  repaired  to  Chio,  where  he  converfed  with 
"  Homer.  On  his  return  to  his  country,  he  found 
"  his  nephew  Charilaus  on  the  throne,  and  then  em- 
"  ployed  himfelf  in  forming  his  new  code  of  laws  ;  but, 
**  previous  to  their  publication,  went  to  pafs  fome  time 
"  at  Delphi,  after  which  he  declared  he  had  received  them 

"  from  Apollo The  laws  of  Lycurgus  are  entirely 

"  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Crete."     Strabo.  lib.  x. 

has 
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has  thought  an  account  of  it  not  unworthy  his 
pen,  and  has  preferved  its  leading  features  in 
his  immortal  work.  You  will,  doubtlefs,  be 
ftruck  with  their  fingularity.  You  will  dif- 
cover  a  prodigious  difference  between  the 
principles  on  which  this  ancient  republic  was 
founded,  and  thofe  of  the  greatefl  part  of 
modern  governments.  But  you  will  fee  with 
pleafurfe  a  legiilation  whofe  fole  objeâ:  it  was 
to  fow  the  feeds  of  virtue  in  the  heart  of 
infancy,  and  to  nourifli  them  in  youth  ;  to 
infpire  into  the  ripened  man  the  love  of  his 
country,  of  glory  and  of  liberty,  and  to  con- 
fole  old  age  by  the  efteem  and  reverence  due 
to  its  wifdom  and  experience  ;  you  will  find 
all  its  inftitutes  direded  to  form  faithful 
friends,  patriotic  citizens,  and  wife  ftatefmen. 
Do  not  imagine  a  multitude  of  laws  and 
edids  were  neceifary  to  procure  thefe  inef- 
timable  advantages.  They  naturally  flowed 
from  one  fingle  fource  j  the  pubhc  educa- 
tion of  youth    under    wife  regulations. 

The  examples  placed  before  the  Cretans  in 
their  early  years,  the  virtues  to  which  they  were 
witnefles,  the  memorable  deeds  which  they 
heard  recited,  and  the  applaufes  beftowed  on 
them,  the  honours  which  rewarded  courage  and 
noble  actions,  and  the  fhame  and  opprobrium 
M  2  which 
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which  fligmatized  vice,  were  the  only  fprings 
let  in  motion  by  their  legiflator,  to  render 
them  a  warlike,  virtuous,  and  wife  nation. 
I  will  be  bold  to  add,  that  the  fame  regula- 
tions, founded,  as  they  were,  on  a  juft  know- 
ledge of  the  human  heart,  would  have  the 
fame  happy  efîeâ:  on  the  morals  of  a  peo- 
ple under  every  form  of  government  ;  but 
morals  are  what  modern  governments  are 
lead  folicitous  concerning  ;  our  cold  politics 
defpife  them,  and  condemn  the  man  who 
dares  to  proclaim  their  importance.  Taxes' 
are  levied  on  the  depravation  of  manners  ; 
and  the  corrupt  politician,  inftead  of  pro- 
moting what  conftitutes  the  true  happinefs  of 
a  nation,  is  w^holly  occupied  in  increafmg  the 
wealth  and  power  of  kings. 

The  government  of  Crete,  immediately 
after  the  flight  of  Idomeneus,  became  ariflo- 
cratical.  The  people  ftill  pofleifed  a  fhare 
of  the  power  ;  but  as  the  nobles  were  in 
poflelTion  of  the  principal  employments,  they 
had,  by  confequence,  the  greatefl  weight  in  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs  (/»).  Ten  magiftrates 
were  annually  chofen  in  a  national  affembly,  by 
the  plurality  of  voices,  who  were  called  Cofmi^ 


(/>)  Plutarch,  in  Dione. 

and 
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and  whofe  office  was  the  fame  with  that  of 
the  Ephori  at  Sparta  {q).  They  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  war,  and  all  the  mod  important 
public  bufmefs  (r).  They  poll'eiTed  the  right 
of  choofing  counfellors  from  among  the  old 
men  ;  and  thefe,  in  number  twenty-eight,  com- 
pofed  the  fenate  of  Crete  (v),  and  were  chofen 
from  among  thofe  who  had  paffed  the  office  of 
Cofmi  (/),  or  perfons  eminently  diflinguifhed 
by  their  merit,  and  unimpeached  integrity. 
Thefe  fenators  held  their  dignity  for  life  ; 
great  deference  was  paid  to  their  opinion, 
and  nothing  finally  determined  without  con- 
fulting  them.  The  wifdom  of  the  legillator 
had  intended  them  for  a  counterpoife  to 
the  ambition  of  the  ten  chiefs,  whofe  power 
was  Hill  farther  circumfcribed  by  limiting 
the  duration  of  their  magiilracy  to  one  year. 

{q)  Ariftot.  Polit,  lib.  ii.  The  Ephori  have  the  fame 
authority  with  the  Cretan  magiftrates,  called  Cofmi  ; 
only  the  former  are  limited  to  five,  and  the  Cofmi 
are  ten  in  number. 

(/■)  AriRot.  Polit.  lib.  ii. 

(j)  Hefychius.  "  At  Lacedxmon,  at  Carthage,  and 
"  in  Crete,  the  college  of  old  men  is  called  Geronia." 
It  was  compofed  of  twenty-eight  fenators. 

(/)  Strabo,    lib.  x. 

His 
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His  precaution  did  not  end  here  ;  as  the  votes 
of  the  people  might  be  improperly  obtained, 
and  their  choice  confequently  fall  upon  a  per- 
fon  unworthy  of  fo  honourable  a  poll  ;  he 
very  wifely  provided,  that  whoever  Ihould 
difgrace  the  dignity  of  the  Cofmi  might 
be  removed,  either  in  an  affembly  of  the 
people,  or  by  his  colleagues  only  (w).  So  ex- 
cellent a  conflitution  caufed  Plato  to  fay  (i;), 
"  The  republic,  vi^hich  approaches  too  much 
"  to  a  monarchy,  and  that  which  admits  too 
"  unreftrained  a  liberty,  are  equally  remote 
"  from  the  juft  medium.  O  Cretans  !  O  La- 
"  cedaimonians  !  ye  have  avoided  thefe  two 
"  rocks,  and  eftabliflied  your  ftates  on  the 
"  moft  folid  foundations." 

From  what  I  have  faid.  Madam,  con- 
cerning the  Cretan  form  of  government, 
you  will  perceive  that  nothing  was  more 
fimple.  A  free  people,  confcious  they  v/ere 
unable  to  govern  themfelves,  name  magif- 
trates,  into  whofe  hands  they  transfer  their 
authority  ;  thefe  chiefs,  inverted  with  regal 
power,    eled  fenators  to  aid  them   with   their 

(u)  Ariftotle. 

{v)  Plato,  de  Legibus,  lib.  iii. 

counfels, 
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counfels,  which  counfellors  again  can  decide 
nothing  of  themfelves  ;  but  their  office  is  per- 
petual, which  increafes  the  refpeâ:  paid  them, 
and  enables  them  to  extend  their  knowledge 
and  information.  The  chiefs  of  the  republic 
have  a  powerful  motive  to  incite  them  to 
ad  worthy  the  honourable  dation  in  which 
they  are  placed,  as,  on  the  one  hand,  they  are 
checked  by  the  fear  of  difgrace,  and  on  the 
other  encouraged  by  the  hope  of  one  day  be- 
coming members  of  the  national  council. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  means  employed 
by  the  legiflator  to  form  the  manners  of  the 
citizens.  All  the  Cretans  were  fubjeâ:  to  their 
magiftrates,  and  divided  into  two  claiTes,  that 
of  the  youths,  and  that  of  the  men  of  mature 
age  Çx).  The  former  confifted  of  young  men 
who  had  attained  their  feventeenth  year,  and 
the  fécond   of  men  of  riper  age   fyj^      The 

(.v)  The  firft  clafs  were  called  Andrcia,  and  anfwered 
to  the  Pheidicia  of  the  Lacedœmonians.  Thele  two 
names  were  alfo  given  to  the  public  places  where  the 
Cretans  and  Spartans  made  their  repalts  in  common, 
and  where  they  difcourfed  of  affairs  of  ftate  ;  anciently, 
thefe  aflemblies  were  named,  even  at  Lacediemon,  Andreia. 
Ariftotle. 

(y)  The  fécond  clafs  were  called  Agelas  (company). 
This  name  was  given  alfo  to  the  buildings  where  the  youths 
met  together  to  take  their  repails  in  public. 

I  fociety 
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fociety  of  men  made  their  repafts  in  common, 
in  certain  public  edifices,  where  the  chief, 
the  magiftrate,  the  poor,  and  the  rich,  feat- 
ed  together,  all  eat  and  drank  alike  ;  a  veffel 
filled  with  wine  and  water  (z),  which  was 
pafled  from  one  to  the  other,  was  the  only 
drink  for  the  whole  company,  and  the  aged 
men  alone  had  the  privilege  of  demanding 
an  addition  of  wine.  The  Cretans  were  cer- 
tainly too  wife  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
power  of  beauty,  as  a  woman  prefided  at 
each  table  (^),  who  took  publicly  the  befl 
of  every  thing,  and  diftributed  it  to  thofe 
who  had  fignalized  themfelves  by  their  cou- 
rage in  battle,  or  their  wifdom  in  coun- 
cil. This  honourable  diftinftion,  far  from 
caufmg  jealoufy,  excited  emulation  in  every 
bread,  to  render  themfelves  worthy  of  the 
fame  reward.  Near  the  place  where  the  citi- 
zens  aflembled  (^),  two  tables,  called  the  hof- 
ptable,  were  prepared,  to  which  all  travel- 
lers and  ftrangers,  who  prefented  themfelves, 
were  admitted  ;  a  particular  houfe  was  like- 
wife  fet  apart  for  them,  where  they  might  pafs 
the  night. 

(z)  Dofiadas, 

(a)  Dofiadas. 

ib)  Dofiadas.  Euftathius. 

To 
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To  provide  for  the  expences  of  the  ftate, 
every  citizen  was  obliged  to  bring  into  the 
common  flock  the  tenth  part  of  his  revenues  ; 
the  general  diftribution  of  which  was  vefted 
in  the  prefers  of  the  cities.  "  In  Crete,** 
fays  Ariftotle,  "  a  certain  part  of  the  fruits 
*'  of  the  earth,  the  flocks,  the  revenues  of  the 
"  ftate,  and  the  impofts  is  confecrated  to  the 
"  Gods,  and  the  reft  diftributed  to  the  dif- 
"  ferent  claifes  into  which  the  inhabitants 
"  are  divided  ;  fo  that  men,  women,  and 
"  children,  are  maintained  at  the  public  ex- 
"  pence.** 

(c)  After  dinner,  the  chiefs  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  converfe  together,  and  to  con- 
fult  on  the  affairs  of  the  republic  ;  they  then 
recounted  heroic  actions  performed  in  bat- 
tle ;  celebrated  the  courage  of  the  moft  illuf- 
trious  of  their  warriors,  and  exhorted  the 
young  men  to  valour.  (d)  Thefe  affem- 
blies  were  the  firft  fchool  of  infancy.  At 
feven  years  old,  the  bow  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  Cretan  youth,    who   from  that 

(c)  Dcfiadas. 

(Jj  Euftathius  (in  OdyfT.)  fays,  llie  Cretans  after  dinner 
confulted  on  public  affairs  :  They  afterwards  difcourfed  of 
war,  celebrated  the  exploits  of  their  warriors,  and  exhorted 
the  young  men  to  imitate  their  heroic  adions. 

moment 
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moment  was  received  into  the  fociety  of  the 
men,  which  he  did  not  quit  before  the  age 
of  feventeen.  There,  feated  on  the  ground, 
and  clad  in  a  fimple  garment  which  ferved 
him  the  whole  year,  he  attended  on  the  old 
men,  and  liftened  in  filence  to  their  counfels  ; 
his  youthful  heart  took  fire  at  the  recital  of 
high  deeds  of  arms,  and  he  ardently  pant- 
ed to  atchieve  the  like,  {e)  He  became  ha- 
bituated to  fobriety  and  temperance  ;  and  hav- 
ing inceiTantly  before  his  eyes  examples  of 
moderation,  wifdom,  and  patriotifm,  the  feeds 
of  every  virtue  were  implanted  in  him,  even 
before  he  knew  the  ufe  of  reafon. 

He  was  early  inured  to  arms  and  to  fa- 
tigue (fj,  that  he  might  be  able  to  endure 
heat  and  cold,  to  climb  mountains  and  preci- 
pices, and  bear  with  refolution  the  blows  and 
wounds  he  might  receive  in  the  gymnafia,  or  in 
battle.  But  his  education  was  not  confined  to 
the  gymnaftic  exercifes  ;  he  was  taught  to  fmg, 
in  a  peculiar  kind  of  air  (g)^    the  laws  written 

[e)  Strabo,  lib   x. 

(/)  Strabo,  lib.  x.  The  laws  of  Crete,  fays  Cicero,  exer- 
ciftd  the  youth  in  hunting,  running,  and  fupporting  heat  and 
cold,  hunger  and  thiril. 

(g)  Strabo,  lib.  x.  fays,  that  the  laws  of  Crete  were 
written  in  verlè,  the  meafure  of  which  was  very 
confined. 

in 
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in  verfe,  that  the  pleafure  of  mufic  might 
imprefs  them  more  deeply  on  his  memory, 
and  prevent  him  from  pleading  ignorance, 
fhould  he  offend  againfl  them  :  he  next  learned 
hymns  in  honour  of  the  Gods,  and  poems 
compofed  in  the  praife  of  their  heroes.  When 
he  had  attained  his  feventeenth  year,  he 
quitted  the  fociety  of  the  men,  and  entered  into 
the  clafs  of  the  youth. 

The  education  of  thefe  continued  on  the 
fame  plan  ;  they  exercifed  themfelves  in  hunt- 
ing, wreflling,  and  fighting  with  their  com- 
panions, while  martial  airs  were  played  on 
the  lyre  (/j),  and  they  were  obliged  to  obferve 
exaâ:  time.  Thefe  exercifes  were  not  always 
without  danger,  as  iron  weapons  were  fome- 
times  made  ufe  of  (i).  But  the  Pyrrhic  dance, 
invented  in  Crete  (/^),  was  that  in  which  th« 
youth  were  mofl  ambitious  to  excel  ;  the 
dancers    wore   the  warUke    drefs,    which   was 

(i)  Athenasus,  lib.  xii.  The  Lacedaemonians  charge  the 
enemy  to  the  found  of  the  Hute  ;  the  Cretans  to  iliat  of  the 
lyre. 

(i)  Strabo,   Hb.  x. 

(i)  Diodorus,  lib.  v.  Dionyfius  HalicarnaiT.  lib.  vii. 
Pliny,  lib.  vii.  cap.  56.  Stntbo,  lib.  x.  fays,  that  this  dance 
vas  invented  in  Crete.  Nicholas  Dimafcenus  fays  that  the 
inventoi  of  it  was  Pynhicus  of  Cydon. 

a  fhort 
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a  fhort  and  light  loofe  jacket,  that  defcended 
only  to  the  knee,  and  was  faftened  with  a 
girdle  that  went  twice  round  the  waift  ;  they 
wore  alfo  the  bu{kin,  were  completely  armed, 
and  imitated  various  military  evolutions  to 
the  found  of  inftruments.  "  The  Lacedse- 
''  monians  and  Cretans,"  fays  Libanius  (/), 
"  cultivated  dancing  with  the  utmoll  ardour  ; 
"  they  confidered  it  as  a  necelfary  exercife 
*'  enjoined  by  the  laws  ;  and  it  was  almoft  as 
"  difhonourable  to  negleft  it,  as  to  quit  their 
"  poft  in  the  day  of  battle." 

(ot)  The  opulent  Cretans,  and  thofe  of 
an  illuftrious  birth,  were  permitted  to  form 
focieties  of  young  men  of  their  own  age, 
and  among  thefe  the  contention  was,  who 
fnould  have  the  mod  numerous  company. 
In  general,  the  father  of  the  young  man 
who  had  collefted  them  was  their  chief;  he 
was  to  inflruâ:  thefe  warlike  youths,  to  exer- 
cife them  in  running  and  hunting,  and  to  be- 
llow rewards,  or  inflid  punifhments. 

a»- 

(/)  I«iban.  Orat.  pro  Saltatoribus. 

(m)  Strabo,  lib.  x.     Thefe  companies,    as  I    have  faid, 
were  called  Agelas. 

Friend- 
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Friendfhip  was  highly  honoured  among  the 
Cretans  ;  "  But,'*  fays  Strabo  («),  "  their 
*^  manner  of  loving  is  very  extraordinary;. 
"  Inflead  of  gentle  perfuafion,  they  em- 
"  ploy  violence  to  gain  friends.  He  who 
"  has  a  fecret  pafTion  for  a  young  man  of 
"  his  own  age,  and  is  defirous  of  attaching  him 
*'  by  indilToluble  ties,  forms  the  projedt  of 
"  carrying  him  off;  which  he  imparts  to 
*'  his  companions  three  or  four  days  before 
"  he  intends  to  execute  it.  The  latter  can 
"  neither  conceal  him,  nor  hinder  him  from 
"  going  out,  as  that  would  feem  to  imply 
"  in  them  an  avowal  that  he  did  not  merit 
"  fuch  excefs  of  love.  On  the  day  appoint- 
"  ed  they  meet  together,  and  if  the  ravijfher 
*'  appears  to  them  to  poiTefs  equal  or  fuperior 
"  merit  to  his  favourite,  they  at  firft  pre- 
^'1  tend  to  oppofe  the  intended  violence,  in 
*'  compliance  with  the  law  ;  but  afterwards 
"  favour  it  with  joy:  if,  on  the  contrary,  they 
"  do  not  judge  him  worthy  of  the  choice 
*'  he  has  made,  they  prevent  him  from  exe- 
"  cuting  his  defign.  This  pretended  refiftance 
"  continues  until  the  young  man  has  con- 
'*  duded  his  prize  to  the  afl'embly  of  which  he 

fn)   Strabo,  lib.  x, 

"  is 
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"  is  a  member.  They  do  not  confider  him 
*'  as  the  mofl  amiable  who  furpaffes  others  in 
"  beauty,  but  him  who  is  moft  diftinguifhed 
"  by  modefty  and  bravery. 

"  The  raviflier  loads  his  young  friend 
"  with  favours,  and  accompanies  him  where- 
"  ever  he  defires  ;  he  is  followed  by  thofe 
"  who  have  favoured  the  enterprize,  and 
**  coridufts  him  from  feftival  to  feflival,  pro- 
"  cures  him  the  •  pleafures  of  the  chafe  and 
*'  good  cheer,  and,  after  endeavouring  for 
*'  two  months  to  win  his  heart  by  every 
'  pofiible  means,  he  brings  him  back  to  the 
city,  and  is  obliged  to  reftore  him  to  his 
parents.  But,  previous  to  this,  he  prefents 
*'  him  with  a  warrior's  drefs,  an  ox,  and  a 
"  vafe,  which  are  the  cuftomary  and  pre- 
"  fcribed  gifts.  Sometimes  his  generofity  ex- 
"  tends  ftill  further,  and  he  bellows  on  him 
"  fumptuous  prefents,  to  the  expejice  of 
*'  which  his  companions  contribute.  The 
*'  youth  then  facrifices  the  ox  to  Jupi- 
**  ter,  and  gives  an  entertainment  to  thofe 
*«  who  affifted  in  carrying  him  off.  He  de- 
"  clares  whether  he  will  accept  the  friend- 
"  (hip  of  him  who  has  been  at  fo  much  trou- 
*'  ble  to  gain  his  efleem  ;  and  if  he  has  reafon 

"   to 
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"  to  çQjnplain  of  any  part  of  his  conduu,  he 
*'  is  at  liberty  to  renounce  a  friend  unworthy 
"  of  the  name,  and  to  demand  his  punilh- 
*'  ment. 

"  It  would  be  difgraceful,"  adds  Strabo, 
"  for  a  handfome  young  man,  of  illuftrious 
"  birth,  to  be  without  a  friend,  as  the  fault 
"  would  be  imputed  to  his  morals.  They  who 
"  have  been  carried  off  receive  public  honours. 
"  They  have  thie  privilege  of  the  firft  places 
"  in  the  public  aflemblies,  and  are  allowed  to 
"  wear  the  drefs  they  owe  to  affection  and 
"  efteem,  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives  ; 
'*  which  dillindive  mark  is  a  public  proof 
"  they  have  enjoyed  a  friendlhip  elteemed  fo 
"  honourable. 

"  When  the  young  men  had  completed  their 
*'  exercifes,  and  attained  the  age  appointed  by 
"  tl>e  laws,  they  entered  into  the  clafs  of  men 
"  of  mature  age.  Being  now  become  members 
"  of  fociety,  they  had  the  right  of  voting  in 
"  the  national  aflemblies,  and  might  be  ad- 
"  v^nced  to  all  the  employments  of  the  repub- 
"  lie.  At  this  period  they  were  obliged  to 
"  marry  ;  but  before  they  brought  home  their 
"  wives,  they  waited  till  they  were  qualified 
"  to  manage  a  family.'*    Such,  Madam,   were 

the 
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the  leading  features  of  the  Cretan  government. 
"  The  legiilator,"  fays  Strabo,  "  juftly  con- 
"  fidered  liberty  as  the  greateft  bleffing  cities 
"  can  poffefs  ;  fince  that  alone  fecures  the  pro- 
"  perty  of  the  citizens,  of  which  flavery  is 
"  the  certain  deftrudion.  The  flave  pofTefles 
"  no  property,  not  even  that  of  his  perfon. 
*'  It  is  incumbent  on  all  men,  therefore,  to 
"  preferve  their  liberty,  the  furefl  foundation 
"  of  v^hich  is  concord  ;  and  we  fee  it  every 
"  where  flourifh,  when  the  feeds  of  dilTenfion 
"  are  deflroyed.  Difcord  almoft  always  ori- 
*'  ginates  in  the  thirfl  of  riches,  and  the  love 
"  of  luxury.  If  for  thefe  we  fubflitute  fru- 
*'  gality,  moderation  and  equality,  we  fhall 
'*  eradicate  envy,  hatred,  injuftice,  and  the 
*'  paflions  mofl  injurious  to  fociety." 

This  is  precifely  what  the  Cretan  legiflator 
effected  ;  and  hence  that  wealthy,  profperous 
and  powerful  republic  received  fuch  well- 
deferved  encomiums  from  the  moil  cele- 
brated philofophers  of  Greece.  But  the 
greateft  honour  to  Crete  was,  that  her  laws 
furnifhed  Lycurgus  with  the  model  of  thofe 
inftitutions  which  he  eftabliflied  at  Lacedae- 
mon. 

I   have   the  honour   to   be,   &c. 

LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XX. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

X  HE  republic  of  Crete,  which,  as  you 
have  feen,  Madam,  was  as  ancient  as  the  fiege 
of  Troy,  ftill  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  Julius 
Cœfar.  We  know  of  no  other  of  fo  long  con- 
tinuance. The  legiflator,  founding  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  Cretans  on  liberty,  gave  them  laws 
and  inftitutions  fitted  to  form  men  capable  of 
defending  their  freedom  (0).  All  the  citizens 
were  foldiers  (/>),  and  all  exercifed  and  expert 
in  the  art  of  war  :  for  we  even  find  that  fo- 
reigners reforted  to  Crete,  to  be  inftruded  in 
that  art.  "  Philopœmen,"  fays  Plutarch  (q), 
"  riot  enduring  to  remain  inadive,  and  ar- 
"  dently  defirous  of  acquiring  knowledge  in 
"  the  profelTion  of  arms,  embarked  for  Crete  ; 
"  where  having  exercifed   himfelf  among  that 

(0)  Ariftot.  Polit,  lib.  vii.  In  Crete  the  greater  part  of  the 
laws  had  relation  to  war. 

ip)  Plato,  de  Legibus,  lib.  i.  The  Cretan  legiflator 
framed  both  his  public  and  private  laws  to  have  a  reference 
to  war,  becaufe  vidory  afTured  to  the  vi(51ors  the  property  of 
the  vanquifhed. 

{q)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Philopccm. 

N  "  warlike 
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"  warlike  people,  well  verfed  in  every  mi- 
"  litary  art,  and  accuftomed  to  lead  a  frugal 
*'  and  auftere  life,  he  returned  to  the  Achseans, 
"  and  fo  much  diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  the 
"  knowledge  he  had  acquired,  that  he  was 
"  immediately  appointed  general  of  the  ca- 
"   valry.V 

On  the  other  hand,  the  legiflator,  perfuaded 
that  conquefts  were  ufually  only  aâ:s  of  vio- 
lence and  injufliice,  which  frequently  en- 
feebled, and  almoft  always  corrupted  the  mo- 
rals of  the  viftorious  nation,  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  Cretans  from  endeavouring  to 
fubdue  foreign  countries.  The  abundant  pro- 
ductions of  their  ifland  were  fufficient  to  fup- 
ply  every  real  want,  and  they  had  no  need  of 
foreign  riches,  which,  together  with  com- 
merce, would  have  introduced  luxury,  and  all 
its  attendant  vices.  He  knew  how  to  in- 
fpire  his  nation  with  a  difregard  for  thefe  fu- 
perfluities,  without  exprefsly  forbidding  them. 
The  gymnaftic  exercifes,  which  furnifhed 
fufficient  employment  for  the  leifure  of  ardent 
youth  ;  the  pleafures  of  the  chace,  to  which 
they  were  much  addicted  ;  friendfliip,  which 
he  had  taught  them  to  revere  as  a  divinity  ; 
the  public  {how?,  v.'here  all  the  different  clafles 

of 


O    N      G    R    E    E    C    E.  179 

of  fociety  met  together,  and  to  which  the  wo- 
men were  admitted  (r)  ;  the  love  of  equality, 
regularity,  and  their  country,  with  which  all 
hearts  were  inflamed  ;  and  the  wife  inflitutions, 
which  rendered  the  whole  nation  but  a  fmgle 
family  ;  all  confpired  to  attach  the  Cretans  to 
their  ifland,  on  which  they  found  the  utmoft 
happinefs  they  could  wilh,  without  entertain- 
ing any  defire  to  feek  abroad  an  imaginary 
glory,  or  fubjeâ:  other  nations  to  their  power. 
From  the  time  the  government  of  this  country 
firfl  became  republican,  till  it  was  attacked 
by  the  Romans,  we  never  find  the  Cretans 
to  have  attempted  any  foreign  invafion  ;  an 
honour  referved  exclufively  to  them  among  all 
the  people  celebrated  in  hiftory.  Individuals, 
indeed,  might  ferve  in  the  armies  of  other 
liâtes  :  the  kings  and  princes  of  which,  know- 
ing their  bravery  and  fkill  in  archery,  ftrove 
who  fliould  firft  induce  them  to  enter  into 
their  pay,  as  each  was  defirous  of  having  in 
his  army  a  body  of  Cretan  bowmen,  fince 
the  whole  world  could  not  produce  any  more 
expert  CsJ.     "  The  arrows  of  Gortyna,'*  fays 

Claudian, 

(r)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei. 

(j-)  Claudian,    Plutarch,     in    Pyrrh.     Paufanias     in   Me- 
N  2  neffiacis. 
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Claudian,  "  happily  direûed,  carry  certain 
"  wounds,  and  never  mifs  their  aim.'* 

But  though  the  numerous  and  flourifliing 
cities  of  Crete  did  not  unite  to  enflave  the 
neighbouring  iflands,  by  drenching  them  with 
the  blood  of  their  inhabitants,  they  were  not 
wife  enough  to  preferve  peace  among  them- 
felves.  The  torch  of  difcord  was  frequently 
lighted.  The  mofi:  powerful  wifhed  to  rule 
over  the  others.  CnofTus  and  Gortvna,  fome- 
times  in  alliance,  attacked  and  fubjugated  the 
neighbouring  cities,  and  fometimes  making 
war  on  each  other,  faw  the  braveft  of  their 
youth  perifti  in  thefe  civil  contefts.  Lyftos 
and  Cydon  oppofed  an  unfliaken  barrier  to 
their  ambition,  and  preferved  their  liberty. 
The  latter  had  obtained  fuch  power  (/),  as 
to  be  able  to  turn  the  fcale  in  favour  of  which- 
ever fide  it  declared.  Thefe  civil  wars  occa- 
fioned  the  ruin  of  many  cities,  and  deluged 
with  blood  the  country  of  Jupiter. 

To  what  mufl  we  attribute  thefe  inteftine 
diffcnfions  ?  One  part  of  the  ifland  was  occu- 


nclTiacis,  aiteft  the  flcill  of  the  Cretans  in  the  art  of  fliooting 
aitows,     and    that  foreign   princes    were   vet  y  defirous   to 
form  bodies  of  arcliers,  confiding  entirely  of  that  nation. 
(/)  Strabo,  hb.  x. 

pied 
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pied  by  the  Eteocretans,  or  native  inhabitants, 
among  whom  were  fettled  colonies  from 
Athens,  Sparta,  Argos,  and  Samos  («),  who 
poffibly  ftill  retained  in  their  hearts  the  feeds  of 
ancient  animofity,  and  their  inveterate  hatreds 
only  waited  a  favourable  opportunity  to  ripen 
into  open  violence  and  revenge.  Perhaps  too, 
the  ftrongefl,  confiding  in  their  fuperiority, 
were  tempted  to  avail  themfelves  of  their 
power,  and  fubftituted  force  for  right  ;  nor 
are  we  to  forget  that  the  Cretan  youth,  trained 
to  military  exercifes  from  their  infancy,  were 
ever  ready  to  betake  themfelves  to  arms. 
Thefe  probably  are  the  reafons  which  fo  often 
hurried  to  the  combat,  a  people  fubjed:  to 
the  fame  laws,  the  fame,  cuftoms,  and  the 
fame  religion.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Cretans, 
convinced  that  vi<5lory  depended  on  the  una- 
nimity of  their  troops,  magnificently  adorned 
the  mofl  beautiful  young  men  of  the  army-; 
and  made  them  facrifice  to  friendship,  before 
they  engaged  in  battle  (v).  There  are  countries 
where,     on    like  occaiions,    the    commanders 

(«)  Herodot.  lib.  iii.  fiiys,  the  Samians,  who  built 
Cydon,  creeled  temples  there,  among  vhi(..h  was  that 
of  Dictynna. 

(v)  Athenasus,  lib.  xiii. 

oujht 
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ought  to  be  obliged  to  facriiice  to  Concord  ; 
and  if  their  facrifice  were  fincere,  it  would 
at  once  redound  to  their  own  glory,  and  pre- 
vent rivers  of  human  blood  from  being  fhed 
to  no  purpofe  to  the  flate. 

The  love  of  war  did  not  extinguiili  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Cretans  that  exquifite  fenfibility 
which  made  them  cultivate  and  encourage 
the  fine  arts.  "  The  Cretans,'*  fays  Sozo- 
men  (a:),  "  difplayed  their  munificence  to 
*'  Homer,  by  giving  him  a  thoufand  crowns  ; 
*'  and  glorying  in  a  generofity  not  to  be  fur- 
'•  paiTedj  preferved  the  memory  of  their  dona- 
"  tion  by  a  public  infcription."  In  Crete,  adds 
Ptolemy  (jy),  men  are  ftill  more  anxious  to 
cultivate  their  minds,  than  to  exercife  their 
bodies.  Therefore,  when  difcord  reigned 
among  them,  the  voice  of  wifdom,  and  the 
charms  of  poetry,  brought  them  back  to  rèa- 
fon.  Thaïes  of  Gortyna  (s),  the  inflru^tor  of 
Lycurgus,  was  one  of  their  mofl  celebrated 
philofophers,    poets,    and    legiflators  ;    and  he 

(x)  Sozomen.  Hift.    Ecclef.   in   Prcf. 

(y)  Ptolem.  in  Teirab.  lib.  ii. 
.     (î;)  Paufanias,     in    Atticis,     fîiyj,    tliat   this   Thaïes    was 
•  of  Gortyna.     Diogenes   Laertius  afTerts,    that  he  lived  in 
the  tinnc  of  Lycurgus    and  Homer.     Strabo,    lib.  x.  fecms 
ro  confirm  this  opinion. 

fuccefsfully 
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fuccefsfully  applied  'Tiis  knowledge -and  talents 
to  redore  concord  to  ^ his  fellow  citfëéris  («). 
His  poetry  confifled'^'of  difeourfeain  verïè, 
exhorting  the  people  tcr  unanimity  'and  obe- 
dience to  their  Superiors  ;  hé  poffeffed  the 
art  of  conveying  in  the  mod  harmonious 
metre,  the  mod  folid  ■and  beneficial  indruc- 
tion.  So  great  v/as  the  effect  of  his  poetry, 
'that  his  hearers,  who  found  the'ir  under- 
"danding,  heart,  and  ears,  equally  perfuaded 
and  charmed,  gradually  fuffered  all  their 
animofity  to  fubfide  ;  and  enamoured  with 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  which  he  painted  in 
the  mod  lively  colours,  forgot  their  intedine 
hatreds,  and  ranged  themfelves  under  the 
dandard  of  concord."  It  is  faid  that  this 
fage  invented  the  arts  appropriated  to  the  mili- 
ta)ry  dances,  and  the  Cretan  Pyrrhic  Çb).  Men, 
f  over 

(il J  Plutarch,    in  Vita  Lycurg, 

{bj  The  Schcliafl  on  Plhdar  (Pyth.  Od.  2.)  fa3.-s  that 
thefe  dances  were  Inftituted  by  the  Curetés.  Strabo  (Kb.  x.) 
is  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  he  adds,  however,  that  Thaïes  in- 
■mntcd  tiie  Cretan  Rhythmus.  Nicholas  Damafcenus,  and 
Marins  Plotius  (de  Metris),  attribute  the  invention  of  the 
armed  Pyrrhic  to  Pyrrhicus  of  Cydon.  May  we  not  recon- 
jcilc  thefe  authors  by  fuppofing  the  Curetés  to  have  been  the 
tirft  inftitutors  of  the  military  dances  :  that  Pyrrhicus  in- 
vented 
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over  whom  poetry  and  mufic  had  fuch  power, 
could  not  be  enemies  to  pleafure  ;  and  we  ac- 
cordingly find  it  to  have  been  a  cuflom  with 
them  to  mark  their  happy  days  by  white 
Hones  and  their  unhappy  ones  with  black  (c). 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  they  examined  the 
number  of  thefe  flones,  and  only  efleemed 
themfelves  to  have  lived  the  days  denoted  by 
the  white  ones,  as  they  eftimated  the  length  of 
life  only  by  its  enjoyments.  Hence  the  infcrip- 
tion  frequent  on  their  tombs  :  He- lived,  fo  many 
days;  he  exijied,  fo  many. 

In  minds  of  fenfibility  and  generofity,  a 
love  of  glory  is  eafily  awakened.  The  Cretans 
reforted  to  all  the  celebrated  folemnities  of 
Greece,  and  bore  away  the  palm  in  the 
Olympic^  Nemean,  and  Pythian  games  (é/)  ; 
others,  who  were  favourites  of  the  Mufes, 
turned  into  heroic  verfe  the  oracles  of  the 
prophets,  and  compofed  poems  to  celebrate 
the  great  deeds  of  heroes  (e).     Several  diflin- 

guiflied 

•vented  that  particular  one  which  bore   his  name,  and  that 
Thaïes  compofed  the  airs,  or  adapted  new  muîlc  to  them, 
(c)  Cornutus,  on  the  fécond  Satire  of  Perfius. 
{d)  Such  as  Ergoteles  of  CnoHus,    celebrated  by  Pindar, 
Ode  xii. 

{e)  Jophon  of  CnofTus  put  into  heroic  vcrfc  the  oracles 

ol' 
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guîlhed  themfelves  as  hiflorians  (f).  It  is  fliiu, 
that  the  molt  ancient  conteft  was  that  in  which 
a  prize  was  propoled  to  the  poet  who  bed 
fliould  fing  a  hymn  to  Apollo,  and  in  which 
the  victory  was  adjudi^ed  to  Chryfothemis  of 
Crete  {£). 

Time,  however,  has  annihilated  almoft.aîl 
their  works  ;  and  if  Pindar  had  not  immor- 
talifed  fome  of  thofe  Cretans  who  were  viâcrs 
in  the  Grecian  games,  we  fliould  not  at  pre- 
fent  even  know  their  names.  The  temple  qf 
Diana,  at  Ephefus,  built  by  Ctefiphon,  and 
his  fon  -Metagenes,  both  Cretans,  has  not 
proved  more  durable  {Ji).  This  noble  building 
was  of  the  Ionic  order  (/);  and  to  the  beauty  of 

of  the  Prophets.  Paufanias. — Rhianus  of  Bcna  wrote  feverJ 
books  in  verfe,   and  compofed  lèverai  poems.,     Stephanus. 

(f)  Dlclys  of  Cnoflus  accompanied  Idomtneus  into 
Troas,  and  wrote  the  hifiory  of  that   fiimcus   (lege  which 

Homer  has  rendered  io  celebrated.     Joannes  Tzetzes. 

Lucillus  of  T<irrha  wrote  a  commentary  on  the  hitlory  of  the 
Argonauts,  &c. 

{g)    Paufanias,  in  Phocicis. 

(A)  Pliny,  lib.  vii.  cap.  37.  Ctefiphon  of  CnoiTus  wa? 
celebrated  for  the  admirable  flvill  he  difplaycd  in  building 
the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephefus. 

(;)    Vitrjvius,    lib.  ii. 

the 
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the  marble,  the  elegance  of  the  architefture^ 
the  majefty  of  the  edifice,  and  the  inimitable 
perfeftion  of  the  whole,  was  added  a  foHdity 
which  alone  could  add  value  to  fo  grand  a 
defign.  The  names  of  the  artifts  who  built 
it  have  defcended  to  pofi:erity,  though  the 
marbles,  columns,  and  ornaments,  which  ren- 
dered them  immortal,  have  been  difperfed  or 
deftroyed,  leaving  fcarcely  the  flighteft  trace 
remaining  of  one  of  the  feven  wonders  of 
the  world.  -       ^ 

Nations  pafs  away  from  off  the  earth,  like 
the  monuments  of  their  power,  and  after  z 
few  centuries,  with  difficulty  can  we  difcover, 
in  their  defcendants,  the  vefliges  of  their  an- 
cient charafter.  Some  fubfift  longer  than 
ethers,  and  we  are  able  almoft  always  to  calcu- 
late their  duration  by  the  wifdom  of  their  laws, 
and  the  fidelity  with  which  they  are  obferved. 
The  republic  of  Crete,  eftabliihed  on  the 
folidefl  foundations,  for  ten  centuries  kne;w 
no  foreign  mailer,  and  bravely  repelled  the 
attacks  of  every  foreign  prince  who  attempted 
to.  enflave  her.  Bat  at  length  the  fatal  period 
arrived  when  the  Romans,  elated  with  their 
vidories,  and  proud  of  their  power,  afpired 
to  the  empire  of   the  world,    and  would  no 

longer 
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longer  admit  of  any  diilinâiion  among  the 
furrounding  nations,  but  that  of  flaves  or  fub- 
jefts  (^k).  Florus  does  not  diiTembl.e  that  am- 
bition, and  the  defire  of  fubjecling  the  famous 
country  of  Jupiter,  were  the  only  motives 
which  induced  the  Romans  to  attack  Crete. 
"  Should  we  inquire  into  the  real  caufe  ot 
"  the  Cretan  war,"  fays  he,  "  it  muft  be  con- 
*'  fcffed,  it  wds  entered  into  only  from  the 
"  defire  of  fubjugating  that  celebrated  illand  ; 
"  Crete  was  fuppofed  to  have  favoured  Mi- 
"  thridates,  and  Rome  revenged  the  pretended 
"  infult,  by  declaring  war  againft  her.  Marcus 
"  Antonius  (/)  (the  father  of  the  triumvir) 
*'  failed  on  this  expedition,  perfuaded  he  fliould 
"  make  an  eafy  conqueft  ;  but  his  meannefs 
*^  and  prefumption  met  with  deferved  punifh- 
"  ment.  The  enemy  cut  off  the  greater  part 
"  of  his  fleet,  and  hung  up  their  prifoners  to 
"  the  marts  ;  after  which  they  returned  trium- 
"  phant  into  their  harbours." 

Rome  never  forgave  a  defeat.     No  fooner 


(k)  riorus,  lib.  iii. 

(/)  Marcus  Antonius  was  appointed  to  guard  all  tlte  mari- 
time coails  of  the  Roman  empire.  He  perifned  in  Crete, 
v/herehe  led  his  honour. 

was 
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was  the  Macedonian  war  ended,  then  flic 
armed  for  vengeance,  and  fent  Quintus  Me- 
tellus  with  a  formidable  armament  againfl 
Crete  (w).  He  met,  however,  with  a  very  ob- 
ftinate  refiftance.  Panarus  and  Laflhenes,  two 
experienced  commanders,  having  affembled 
twenty  thoufand  men,  of  determined  courage, 
and  ardent  in  the  caufe  of  their  country, 
withflood  for  three  fucceffive  years  the 
arms  of  the  Romans  ;  who  were  not  able  to 
gain  poflelTion  of  the  ifland,  till  they  had  de- 
ftroyed  its  braveft  warriors.  They  lofl  there 
a  great  number  of  men,  and  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  obtained  a  bloody  vidlory.  The 
fortune  of  Rome,  at  length,  triumphed,  and 
the  firft  care  of  the  conqueror  was,  to  abolifh 
the  laws  of  Minos  (/?),  and  fubftitute  thofe  of 
Numa.  The  fenfible  and  judicious  Strabo  (o) 
complains  of  this  feverity,  and  fays,  that  ia 
his  time  the  Cretan  inftitutions  were  no  longer 
obferved,  becaufe  the  Romans  had  compelled 
the  conquered  provinces  to  adopt  their  laws. 
Still  more  effedually  to  fecure  to  themfelves 


{m)  Velleius  Patcrciilus,  lib.  ii. 

(ff)  Paulus  Diaconus,  Hift.  Mifc.  lib.  vi. 

(o)   Siribo,  lib.  X. 

the 
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the  pofleflion  of  the  ifland,  they  fent  a  numerous 
colony  to  Cnoflus  (/>). 

From  that  period  to  the  prefent  time.  Ma- 
dam, that  is  to  fay,  during  a  fpace  of  nine- 
teen hundred  years,  the  Cretans  have  ceafed 
to  be  a  nation,  and  have  gradually  loil  their 
courage,  their  virtues,  their  fciences,  and 
their  arts.  This  deplorable  debafement  can 
only  be  attributed  to  the  extinction  of  their 
liberty.  So  true  is  it,  that  man  is  born  for 
liberty,  and  that,  deprived  of  this  fupport, 
which  he  has  received  from  nature  to  fuftain 
his  weaknefs,  his  genius  expires,  and  his  cou- 
rage languilhes,  till  he  fmks  to  the  lowell  point 
of  degradation. 

{q)  The  iiland  of  Crete,  together  with  the 
little  kingdom  of  Cyrene  on  the  coafl  of  Lybia, 
compofed  a  Roman  province,  which  at  firft 
was  governed  by  a  Proconful,  afterwards  by 
a  (^eftor  and  an  Affeflbr  (r)  ;  and,  at  length, 
as  we  learn  from  Suetonius,  by  a  Conful  (j). 
This  ifland  was  one  of  the  firfl  which  received 
the  light  of  the  Gofpel.     The  Chriflian  faith 

(/>)  Idem,  ibid. 
{q)  Idem,  lib.  xvii. 
(r)  Dion. 

(/)  Suctgnius,  in  Vita  Vefpafuni. 

was 
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was  planted  there  by  St.  Paul  ;  and  his  difciple 
Titus,  whom  he  left  to  bring  to  perfection  the 
good  feed  he  had  fown,  was  the  firll  bifhop. 
Under  the  reign  of  Leo,  Crete  contained 
twelve  bilhoprics  (/),  all  fubordinate  to  the 
patriarch  of  Conflantinople  («)•  Conflantine 
divided  the  province  of  Crete  and  Cyrene  in 
the  diflribution  he  made  of  the  empire.  Leav- 
ing three  fons,  Conflantius,  Conflantine,  and 
Conftans  ;  he  gave  to  the  former  Thrace  and 
the  Eafi;  ;  to  the  fécond,  the  kingdom  of  the 
Well  ;  and  to  the  tliird,  the  iiland  of  Crete, 
Africa,  and  Iliyria. 

(v)  When  Michael  Balbus  was  in  pofleflion 
of  the  throne  of  Conflantinople,  the  revolt  of 
Thomas,  which  continued  three  years,  caufed 
him  to  negled  the  other  parts  of  the  empire. 
The  Agarenians,  an  Arab  nation,  who  had 
conquered  the  fined  provinces  of  Spain,  took 
advantage  of  this  opportunity,  to  fit  out  a  con- 
fiderable  fleet,  and,  after  having  pillaged  the  Cy- 

(/)  Thfft  bilhoprics  ranked  in  the  following  order,  as 
we  fee  in  the  Novel  of  the  Emperor  Leo  :  GortynUy  Cnojfusy 
jlnadia,  Cherromfus,  Aiilopotamos,  Agrium^  Lampuy  Cydo- 
niSf  Hiera,  Pelrny  Shea,  C'ljfumo. 

(a)  T^OTÀm.  lib.  ii. 

(i')  Confiant.     Porphyrogenit.   de  adrainiftrando  Imperio, 

cap.  xli. 

ciaaes, 
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clades,  they  attacked  the  ifland  of  Crete,  where 
they  eftablifhed  themfelves  almofl:  without  re- 
fiflance.     To  fecure  their  conquefls,  they  built 
a  fortrefs,  which  they  called  Khandak  (/.  e.  an 
iiitrenchment),  and  which  name  by  the  Vene- 
tians was  foftened  into    Candia.      From  this 
citadel   the  Barbarians   made    incurfions    into 
every  part  of  the  ifland,  fpreading  terror  and 
defolation  wherever  they  came  j  and,  at  length, 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  all  the  cities  and 
towns,    except  Cydon.      Michael  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  drive  them  from  the  ifland  ;  nor 
was  the  emperor  Bafilius  the  Macedonian  more 
fortunate;     they    defeated   him    in   a   bloody 
battle  \  but  one  of  his  generals,  having  been 
more  fuccefsful,    impofed  on  them  a  tribute. 
At  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  the  Arabs  re- 
fufed  to  pay  the   fum  flipulated,  and  it  was 
referved  to  Nicephorus  Phocas  (a;),  who  after- 
wards became  emperor,  to  deliver  this  beauti- 
ful ifland  from  the  yoke  of  the  infidels.     He 
landed  there  with  a  numerous  army,  attacked 
them  with  great  bravery,  and  defeated  them 
in  feveral  battles  ;   till  at  length  the  Saracens^ 
no  longer  daring  to  keep  the  field  againft  this 
formidable  opponent,    fhut  themfelves    up   in 

{x)  Murtius. 

their: 


192  LETTERS 

their  fortrefles.     Phocas,  provided  with  all  the 
warlike   machines    neceflary   for   fieges,   took 
their  places  of  flrength  one  after  the  other, 
and  forced  them  even  in  Khandak,  their  me- 
tropolis,  and  laft  ftrong  hold.     After  a  cam- 
paign of  nine  months,    he  entirely  reduced  the 
ifland,    made  the  king  Curup,    and  his  lieu- 
tenant Anemas,  prifoners,   and  reftored  to  the 
empire  a  province  which  had  been  in  the  pof- 
feffîon  of  the  infidels  during  one  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  years.       It  remained    fubjeâ:  to 
the  emperors  of   Byzantium   till  the  time  of 
Baldwin  earl  of  Flanders,  who,  raifed  to  their 
throne,      magnificently     rewarded     Boniface, 
marquis   of  Montferrat,    for  the   fuccours  he 
brought  him,   by  creating  him  king  of  ThelTa- 
lonic'ct,  and   adding   the  ifland  of  Crete  to  his 
dominions.      By    this    nobleman,     who   was 
more   greedy  after  wealth    than  ambitious  of 
glory,     it     was     fold    to     the     Venetians    in 

1194  (j)' 

Under  the  wife  laws  of  this  great  republic, 

Crete  as^ain  began  to  revive.  The  people  en- 
joyed the  blelTings  of  a  mild  government,  and, 
encouraged  by  their  mailers,  applied  them- 
felves  to  commerce  and  agriculture.     Travel- 

(y)   La  Gusrra  Cietcnfc. 

lers 
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lers  received  from  the  Venetian  governors 
every  affiitance  they  could  defire,  for  extend- 
ing and  perfecting  inquiries  beneficial  to  man- 
kind. Belon,  the  naturalift,  fpeaks,  in  terms 
of  the  higheft  gratitude  and  commendation,  of 
the  fervices  rendered  him  by  them,  and  gives 
an  interefting  defcription  of  the  flourifhing 
flate  of  the  country  through  which  he  tra- 
velled. 

The  feat  of  government  was  eilablifhed  at 
Candia,  where  the  magiflrates  and  members 
of  the  council  refided.  The  fupreme  autho- 
rity was  vefled  in  the  Proveditor  General, 
whofe  power  extended  over  the  M'hole  king- 
dom. 

Venice  had  been  in  the  pofleifion  of  Crete 
during  five  centuries  and  a  half,  when,  at  the 
time  that  Cornaro  occupied  the  mod  important 
poit,  the  dorm  began  to  gather  on  the  fide  of 
Conilantinople.  The  Turks,  for  a  whole 
year,  had  been  alTembiing  a  prodigious  arma- 
ment, and  deceived  the  Bailli  by  alTuring 
him  it  was  intended  againft  Malta.  But  in 
1645,  in  the  midft  of  profound  peace,  they  fud- 
denly  invaded  Crete  with  a  fleet  of  four  hun- 
dred fail,  having   on  board   fixty  thoufand  fol- 

O  diers. 
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diers,  under  the  command  of  four  Pachas  (z). 
1  he  Emperor  Ibrahim,  who  gave  orders  for 
this  expedition,  had  no  plea  for  undertaking 
it.  He,  however,  had  recourfe  to  the  ufual 
arts  of  eaftern  perfidy.  To  impofe  upon  the 
Venetian  Senate,  he  loaded  their  ambafladors 
with  prefents  ;  ordered  his  fleet  to  proceed  as 
far  as  Cape  Matagan,  as  if  quitting  the  Archi- 
pelago, and  pofitively  alTured  the  governors 
of  Tine  and  Cerigne,  that  the  republic  had 
nothing  to  fear  for  her  polfelTions  ;  yet,  at  the 
very  moment  the  Porte  was  making  thefe 
proteftations,  the  fleet  failed  into  the  gulph 
of  Canea,  and  paflTmg  between  that  place  and 
Saint  Theodore,  proceeded  to  form  a  landing 
below  the  river  of  Platania.  Such  indeed  has 
ever  been  the  manner  in  which  the  Turks 
have  afted  towards  the  people  they  wifhed  to 
fubjugate.  Fraud  and  force  are  the  two  means 
they  employ  to  accomplifli  their  defigns  ;  but 
the    time  is  certainly    not  far    diftant,    when 

(s-.)  The  Captain  Pacha,  by  birth  a  Croat,  who  com- 
manded the  fieet  ;  the  Pacha  who  commanded  by  land, 
and  was  to  conduft  the  liege  ;  Haffian  Pacha,  Beglier  Bey 
of  Romelia,  who  was  the  -firft  that  entered  the  walls  of 
Babylon  ;  and  Amurat  Pacha,  Aga  of  the  Janiflarics. 

they 


O    N      G     R    E    E    C    E.  195 

they  will  be  compelled  to  redore  their  unjuft 
conquells. 

The  Venetians,  not  expeding  this  fudden 
mvafion,  had  made  no  preparations  for  de- 
fence, and  the  Turks  landed  without  the  leaft 
refiftance.  The  little  ifland  of  St.  Theodore 
is  but  a  league  and  a  half  from  Canea,  and  only 
three  quarters  of  a  league  in  circumference. 
Here  the  Venetians  had  erefted  two  forts, 
one  called  Turluru,  on  the  top  of  the  fteepeft 
cliff,  and  the  other  named  St.  Theodore,  lower 
down.  It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  for 
the  invaders  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  this 
rock,  which  might  have  greatly  incommoded 
their  fhips.  They  loft  no  time,  therefore, 
in  commencing  the  attack,  which  they  car- 
ried on  with  vigour.  The  former  of  thefe 
fortrefles  had  neither  cannon  nor  foldiers, 
and  was  taken  without  firing  a  gun.  The 
fécond  had  only  a  garrifon  of  fixty  men, 
but  they  defended  themfelves  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity ;  and  when  the  Turks  entered  it,  they 
found  only  ten  foldiers  remaining,  whofe  heads 
were  barbaroufly  ftruck  off  by  order  of  the 
Captain  Pacha. 

Mafters  of  this   important  poft,  as  w^ell  as 
of  the  Lazaret,  a  rock   fituated   half  a  league 

O  1  from 
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from  Canea,  the  Turks  blockaded  the  city  by 
fea,  and  furrounded  it  with  lines  of  circum- 
vallation  by  land.  General  Cornaro  was  thun- 
der-flruck,  on  learning  that  the  enemy  had 
made  a  defcent.  The  whole  illand  contained 
only  a  body  of  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
infantry,  and  a  fmall  number  of  horfe  ;  and 
he  knew  that  the  befieged  town  had  only  a 
thoufand  regular  troops  for  its  defence,  and  a 
few  citizens  able  to  bear  arms.  He  fent  in- 
ftant  advice  of  his  diftrefs  to  Venice,  and  took 
his  poll  at  the  harbour,  that  he  might  be  more 
at  hand  to  fuccour  the  befieged.  He  threw 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  into  the 
town,  before  the  enemy  could  get  their  lines 
completed,  and  often  attempted,  but  in  vain, 
to  introduce  new  reinforcements.  The  Turks 
approaching  the  body  of  the  place,  had  car- 
ried a  half  moon,  which  covered  the  gate  of 
Retimo  ;  and  availing  themlelves  of  their  nu- 
merous artillery,  continued  daily  to  batter  the 
wall  in  breach.  The  befieged  bravely  returned 
their  fire,  and  made  them  pay  dearly  for  a  few 
doubtful  fucceffes.  General  Cornaro  endea- 
voured to  arm  the  Greeks,  and  efpecially  the 
Spachiots,  who  boalled  of  their  bravery.  He 
formed  a  battalion  of  them;  but  their  days 
1  of 
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of  prowefs  were  no  more  :  the  moment  they  faw 
the  enemy,  and  heard  the  thunder  of  the  artil- 
lery, they  fhamefully  took  to  flight,  nor  was  it 
poffible  to  make  a  fmgle  man  of  them  ftand  fire. 
While  the  Senate  of  Venice  were  delibe- 
rating on  the  means  of  faving  Candia,  and 
bufied  in  fitting  out  a  fleet,  the  Maho- 
metan  generals  laviflied  the  blood  of  their 
foldiers,  to  bring  their  enterprize  to  a  glorious 
termination  :  they  had  already  lofl  twenty 
thoufand  warriors  in  the  different  engage- 
ments ;  but  they  had  defcended  into  the  foifes, 
and  dug  under  the  ramparts  thole  frightful 
cavities,  in  which  the  powder  confined  burlts 
with  an  horrible  explofion,  and  overturns  forts 
of  the  greateft  folidity.  They  played  off"  one 
of  thefe  mines  under  the  baftion  of  St.  Deme- 
trius, which  blew  up  a  great  part  of  the 
wall,  and  fwallowed  all  its  defenders.  The 
aifailants  infi;antly  mounted  the  breach,  iabre 
in  hand,  and,  profiting  by  the  general  con- 
fternation,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  that 
poll.  The  befieged,  recovered  from  their 
fright,  fell  upon  them  with  unexampled  in- 
trepidity. About  four  hundred  Venetians 
ruflied  on  two  thoufand  Turks,  already  in 
poflfeflion    of    the     wall,    and    puflied    them 

with 
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with  fo  much  ardour  and  obflinacy,  as  to 
make  prodigious  (laughter,  and  force  the 
remainder  into  the  ditches.  In  this  extremity 
every  body  fought  ;  the  monks  carried  the 
muiket  ;  women,  forgetting  the  deUcacy  of 
their  fex,  appeared  in  the  midft  of  the  defend- 
ants, either  to  affilt  in  fupplying  them  with 
arms,  or  to  wield  them  themfelves  againfl  the 
enemy  ;  and  feveral  of  thefe  glorious  heroines 
ioft  their  lives. 

During  fifty  days  the  place  held  out  againil 
the  whole  forces  of  the  Turks  ;  and  even  at  the 
laft  moment,  if  the  Venetians  had  fent  a  fleet 
to  its  fuccour,  the  kingdom  of  Candia  would 
have  been  faved.  They  could  not,  undoubt- 
edly, be  ignorant  of  the  following  fa£t  :  The 
north  wind  blows  full  into  the  gulph  of  Ca- 
iiea,  and  when  ftrong,  the  fea  runs  very  high. 
It  is  then  impoflible  for  any  fquadron,  how- 
ever numerous,  to  form  in  line  of  battle  to 
wait  an  enemy.  Had  the  Venetians  fet  fail 
from  Cerigne  with  this  favourable  wind,  they 
would  have  reached  Canea  in  five  hours,  and 
entered  the  harbour  in  full  fail,  without  firing 
a  fhot,  or  the  poflibility  of  being  oppofed  by 
a  fingle  Turkifli  velfel,  which  could  not  move 
without  endangering  their  fafety  on  the  coaft, 

and 
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ciiiJ  dadiing  to  pieces  on  the  furrounJing 
ihoals.  Inflead  of  executing  fuch  a  plan,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  very  nature  of  the  fituation, 
they  fent  a  few  galleys,  which  not  daring  to 
double  Cape  Spada,  coailed  along  the  fouthern 
ihore  of  the  ifland,  and  failed  of  eftcicling  the 
purpofe  intended. 

The  garrifon  of  Canea,  defpairing  of  fuc- 
cours  which  had  been  long  delayed,  feeing  three 
breaches  open,  by  which  the  infidels  might 
eanly  mount  to  the  aflault,  overcome  with  fa- 
ligue,  and  covered  with  wounds,  reduced  to 
five  hundred  men,  whom  it  was  neceffary  to 
difperfe  over  walls  of  half  a  league's  circum- 
ference, every  where  undermined,  at  length 
demanded  a  capitulation.  They  obtained  the 
mofl  honourable  conditions  ;  and  after  two 
months  glorious  defence,  which  cod  the  Turks 
five  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  marched  out 
of  the  place  with  all  the  honours  of  war. 
The  citizens  who  did  not  choofe  to  remain 
had  permiflion  to  withdraw  ;  and  the  Turks, 
contrary  to  their  cuftom,  executed  the  conven- 
tion with  tolerable  fidelity. 

The  Venetians,  after  the  capture  of  Canea, 
retired  to  Retimo  ;  and  the  Captain  Pacha 
proceeded   to  lay    fiege   to   the   Caftle   of  La 
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Sude,  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  on 
a  rock  about  a  quarter  of  a   league  in  circum- 
ference.    He  raifed  batteries,  and  endeavoured, 
but  without  effect,  to  make  a  breach  in  the  ram- 
parts.    Defpairing  to  carry  it  by  force,  he  left 
troops  to  continue  the  blockade,   and  marched 
towards   Retimo.     This   town,  without  walls, 
was  defended  by  a   citadel,   built  on  an  emi- 
nence   that    commanded    the    harbour,     into 
which  General  Cornaro  had  retired.     At  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  he  drew  his  men  out  of 
the   citadel,  and  waited  for  them  in  the  open 
field.     During  the  aftion  he   expofed  his  per- 
fon  without  refer ve,   and  foughi  in  the  ranks 
to  encourage  his  foldiers.     A  glorious  death  was 
the  reward  of  his  bravery  -,   but  his  fall  was  fol- 
lov/ed  by  the  lofs  of  Retimo  {a). 

The  Turks,  by  landing  frefh  troops  in  the 
ifland,  introduced  the  plague,  which  almoft 
conftantly  accompanies  their  armies.  This 
dreadful  diftemper  made  a  rapid  progrefs  from 
day  to  day,  and,  like  devouring  flame,  ex- 
terminated the  greatelf  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants (J)).     The  remainder,    terrified  at  its  ra- 

{a)  Etat  general  de  l'Empire  Otionian,  iroijîéme  parité, 
{h)  Idtm. 

vages, 
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vagcs,   efcaped   into  the  Venetian  fiâtes,    and 
left  the  ifland  almofl  a  defert. 

In  1646  commenced  the  fiege  of  Candia,  of 
a  much  longer  duration  than  that  of  Troy. 
Were  a  fertile  and  brilliant  imagination,  like 
that  of  Homer,  to  collect  into  one  poem  the 
extraordinary  events  of  this  celebrated  fiep'e, 
poilerity  would  be  prefented  with  noble  deeds 
of  arms,  magnificent  fcenes,  and  heroes  not 
inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  Memorable 
actions  are  not  wanting  in  the  hiilory  of  na- 
tions. Every  age  pispduces  new  ones;  buta 
genius,  like  that  of  the  father  of  poetry,  does 
not  arife  in  many  ages.  It  would  be  incon- 
Aflent  with  my  intention,  in  theie  l(?tters,  to 
enter  into  long  details.  I  ihall  confine  mvfelf, 
therefore,  to  a  curfory  defcription  of  the  prin- 
cipal events  which  occurred  during  the  fiege 
of  Candia.  The  Turks,  in  1648,  had  made 
but  little  progrefs  before  that  place:  they 
were  frequently  defeated  by  the  Venetians 
and  fometimes  compelled  to  retire  to  Retimo. 
At  this  period  Ibrahim  was  folemnly  depofed, 
and  his  eldelt  fon,  only  nine  years  of  age, 
placed  on  the  throne,  under  the  name  of  iVIe- 
hemet  IV.  But  the  Sultan,  in  the  rcceiles  of 
his  priion,  flill    continuing   an    objeft    of  in- 

ijuietude 
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quietude  and  alarm  to  the  authors  of  the 
revolution,  he  was  ftrangled  on  the  19th  of 
Auguft  of  the  fame  year.  The  young  em- 
peror, whofe  advancement  to  the  throne  was 
thus  effedted  by  the  murder  of  his  father,  was 
himfelfj  in  the  end,  precipitated  from  it,  to  pafs 
the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  obfcurity  of 
a  dungeon  (r).  The  whole  Ottoman  hiftory 
is  nothing  but  one  continued  tiflue  of  fuch 
murders  and  treafons  ;  but  how  important 
are  its  îeflbns  for  all  defpots  ! 

In  1649,  t^ffein  Pacha,  who  continued  the 
blockade  of  Candia,  receiving  no  fuccours 
from  the  Porte,  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege, 
and  fly  to  Canea.  The  Venetians  now  kept 
the  fea  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  and  attacked 
the  Turki0i  fleet  in  the  bay  of  Smyrna  ;  burnt 
twelve  fhips,  two  gallies,  and  killed  fix  thou- 
fand  men.  But  the  infidels,  fome  time  after, 
having  found  means  to  land  an  army  in 
Candia,  recommenced  with  ftill  greater  fury 
the  fiege  of  that  city,  and  having  gained  pol- 
feilion  of  an  advanced  work,  which  greatly  in- 
commoded the  befieged,  reduced  them  to  the 
neceffity  of  blowing  it  up. 

U]  After  a  reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  Mchcmet  IV.  was 
vicpofod,   and  confined  in  a  prifon. 

From 
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From  1650  to  1658,  the  Venetians,  conti- 
nuing mafters  of  the  fea,  waited  every  year  for 
their  enemies  at  the  flraits  of  the  Dardanelles, 
and  defeated  their  numerous  fleets  in  four  fea- 
fig^ts,  in  which  they  funk  a  great  number  of 
their  caravelles,  took  many  others,  and  fpread 
confterhation  to  the  very  wails  of  Conllan- 
tinople,  which  was  filled  with  tumult  and  dif- 
order.  The  Grand  Signior  in  difmay,  not 
thinking  himfelf  in  fafciy,  abandoned  his  ca- 
pita! with  precipitation. 

Thefe  glorious  fucceiles  raifed  the  hopes  of 
the  Venetians,  and  deprefled  the  courage  of 
the  Turks.  They  converted  the  fiege  of  Can- 
dia  into  â  blockade,  in  which  they  fuffered 
confiderable  lofTes.  In  1659,  the  Sultan,  to 
drive  the  Venetian  fleet  from  the  Dardanelles, 
and  fecure  a  free  paflage  for  his  fliips,  or> 
dered  two  new  cafl.les  to  be  built  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  fl:raits.  He  commanded  the  Facha 
of  Canea  to  renew  the  fiege  of  Candia,  and 
make  every  effort  to  obtain  pofleflion  of  that 
important  fortrefs.  In  the  mean  time  the  re- 
public of  Venice,  profiting  by  the  advantaget, 
already  gained,  made  feveral  attempts  upon 
Canea,  which  city,  in  1660,  being  vigoroufly 
piQlfed,     was    on  the   point    of  furrenclering, 

\\  hen 
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when  the  Pacha  of  Rhodes,  haftening  to  its 
fuccour,  threw  into  it  a  reinforcement  of  two 
thoufand  men.  He  fafely  doubled  the  point 
of  Cape  Melee,  in  light  of  thé  Venetian  fleet, 
which,  ,  lying  becalmed  off  Cape  Spada,  vms 
unable  to  make  the  fmalleft  motion  to  give 
battle  to  an  inferior  enemy,  and  rob  him  of 
his  conquefl. 

Kiopruli,  the  Ion  and  fucceflbr  of  the  Vifir 
of  that  name,  who  had  fo  long  upheld  the  de- 
clining fortune  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  know- 
ing that  the  people  murmured  loudly  at  the 
length  of  the  fiege  of  Candia,  and  dreading  a 
general  revolt,  which  muft  have  proved  fatal 
to  him  and  to  his  mafter,  left  Conftantinople 
about  the  end  of  1666,  at  the  head  of  a  for- 
midable army.  Having  eluded  the  vigilance 
of  the  Venetian  fleet,  which  was  waiting  for 
him  off  Canea,  he  effected  his  landing  at  Palio 
Caftro,  and  formed  his  lines  round  Candia. 
He  had  under  him  four  Pachas,  and  the  flower 
of  the  Ottoman  forces.  Thefe  troops,  en- 
couraged by  the  prefence  and  promifes  of 
their  commanders,  and  feconded  by  a  nume- 
rous train  of  artillery,  performed  prodigies  of 
valour.  All  the  out-works  were  entirely  de- 
ilroyed,  and  nothing  remained  to  the  befieged 

but 
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but  a  fimple  line  of  walls,  which,   continually 
fliaken  by  the  cannon,  were  falling  into  ruins 
on  every  fide  ;   yet,  though  it  will  with  diffi- 
culty be  believed  by  poflerity,  they  fliii  held 
out  for  three  years,   againft  the  whole  forces 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.     At  length  they  were 
about  to  capitulate,    when  the  hope   of  fuc- 
cours,   fent  from  France,   again  revived  their 
valour,  and  rendered  them  invincible.     Thefe 
fuccours  arrived  on  the   26th  of  June,   1669, 
under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Navailles, 
who  brought  with    him   a   great   number    of 
French  noblemen,  who  came  to  try  their  arms 
againft  the  Turks. 

The  day  after  their  arrival  the  impatient 
French  made  a  general  fally.  The  Duke  de 
Beaufort,  admiral  of  France,  put  himfeif  at 
the  head  of  the  forlorn  hope.  He  marched 
the  firft  againft  the  infidels,  and  was  followed 
by  a  numerous  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry. 
They  rufhed  headlong  upon  the  enemy,  at- 
tacked, forced  them  in  their  intrenchments, 
and  would  have  obliged  them  to  abandon  their 
lines  and  artillery,  but  for  an  unforefeen  event 
which  checked  their  courage.  In  the  midft 
of  the  atlion  a  powder-magazine  blew  up. 
The    mod    advanced    loft    their   lives.      The 

French 
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French  ranks  were  broken,  and  feveral  of  their 
leaders,  among  whom  was  the  Duke  de  Beau- 
fort, were  never  feen  more.  I'he  foldiers 
took  to  flight  in  confufion.  The  Turks  pur- 
fued  them,  and  it  was  with  the  greatefl  dif- 
ficulty that  the  Duke  de  Navailles  regained 
the  walls  of  Candia.  The  French  accufed  the 
Italians  of  having  betrayed  them,  by  direfting 
them  to  fally  fooner  than  they  fhould  have 
done,  and  reimbarked,  in  fpite  of  all  the  entrea- 
ties of  the  governor.  Their  departure  decided 
the  fate  of  the  city  :  as  only  five  hundred  men 
remained  for  its  defence.  Morofmi  capitu- 
lated with  Kiopruli,  to  whom  he  gave  up  the 
whole  ifland  of  Crete,  excepting  Sude,  Gra- 
buge, and  Spina  Longa.  The  Grand  Vifir 
made  his  entry  into  Candia  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1670^  and  remained  there  eight  months, 
to  repair  the  fortifications. 

The  three  fortreffes,  left  by  treaty  to  the 
Venetians,  remained  long  in  their  poiTefTion  ; 
but  at  length  fell  fucceiTively  into  the  hands 
of  tile  enemy.  Thus,  after  upwards  of  thirty 
years  war,  after  facrificing  more  than  two 
hundred  thouland  men,  after  deluging  the 
ifland  with  rivers  of  Mahometan  and  Chriftian 

blood. 
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blood,  the  Porte  is  at  prefent  in  undiflurbed 
pofleflion  of  Candia. 

This,  Madam,  is  a  feeble  (ketch  of  the 
hiflory  of  Crete,  from  the  diflant  ages  of  an- 
tiquity to  the  prefent  sera.  As  we  are  about 
to  make  a  tour  in  the  illand,  I  fhall  next  fpeak 
to  you  of  its  commerce,  government,  popu- 
lation, and  whatever  I  imagine  you  will  think 
moft  interefting. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXL 

To  M.  L.  M. 

O  U  have  now,  Madam,  fome  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Cretans  ;  I  have  laid  before  you 
a  (ketch  of  their  hiftory,  and  we  will  next 
proceed  to  make  an  excurfion  into  the  iiland 
they  inhabited,  and  vifit  its  antiquities. 

Elated  with  having  been  the  birth-place  of 
Jupiter,  and  proud  of  her  hundred  cities, 
Crete  long  continued  more  powerful  than  the 
other  iflands  of  the  Mediterranean.  At  pre- 
fent  her  glory  is  eclipfed.  Time  has  not  fpared 
a  fingle  one  of  all  her  cities,  of  which  we 
fee  nothing  but  the  ruins.  That  we  are  about 
to  quit  is  the  modern  capital,  and  has  given 
its  name  to  the  iiland.  As  it  is  fituated  on 
the  fame  fpot  where  ancient  Heracleum  for- 
merly flood,  and  is  the  refidence  çf  the  great 
officers  of  the  Ottoman  government,  it  merits 
a.  particular  defcription. 

"  The  ifle  of  Dia,"  fays  Strabo  (d),  "  is 
"  fituated  opofite  to  Heracleum,  the  fea-port 

faj  Sti-ho,    lib.  X, 

"  of 


O    N      G     R     E    E    C     E.  209 

"  of  CnolTus.  It  is  only  three  leagues  and  a 
"  half  diftant  from  the  coafl."  This  defcrip- 
tion  is  exad,  and  perfedly  correfponds  with 
the  pofition  of  Candia,  and  the  diftance  be- 
tween that  city  and  the  ifle  of  Dia,  now  called 
Standia.  The  following  pafTage  confirms  alfo 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  aflert,  that  the  ca- 
pital of  Crete  is  built  on  the  ruins  of  Hera- 
cleum  (e).  "  Cnoflus,  fituated  within  land, 
'/*  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-five  ftadia  from 
"  the  north  fea,  has  for  its  port  Heracleum." 
Twenty-five  ftadia  are  equivalent  to  a  league, 
and  it  is  at  this  diftance  from  Candia,  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  that  we  find  the  village  of  Cnojfou^ 
where  the  ruins  of  that  once  celebrated  city  are 
ftill  to  be  feen. 

There  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the 
modern  Candia,  the  Kandahk  of  the  Arabs, 
now  occupies  the  fcite  of  the  ancient  Hera- 
cleum. You  have  read,  Madam,  the  princi- 
pal occurrences  of  the  memorable  fiege  this 
city  fuftained  againft  the  whole  forces  of  the 
Ottoman  empire.  The  Turks  have  repaired 
the  ravages  of  war.  The  walls,  which  fur- 
round  it,  are  more  than  a  league  in  circum- 

{e)  Straho,  lib.  x. 

P  ference. 
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ference,  well  preferved,  and  defended  with 
deep  ditches,  but  covered  by  no  out-work. 
It  is,  however,  fafe  from  an  attack  on  the  fide 
of  the  fea,  as  fhips  cannot  approach  for  want 
of  water. 

Candia  is  the  feat  of  the  Turkifh  govern- 
ment. The  Porte  ufually  fends  thither  a  Pacha 
with  three  tails.  Here  alfo  the  principal  offi- 
cers, and  different  corps  of  the  Ottoman  fol- 
diery,  are  affembled.  This  city,  fo  rich, 
populous,  and  commercial,  under  the  Vene- 
tian government,  is  greatly  fallen  from  its 
ancient  grandeur.  The  harbour,  which  is  a 
handfome  bafon,  where  fhips  are  fheltered 
from  every  wind,  is  daily  filling  up,  and  is 
now  only  capable  of  receiving  boats  and  fmall 
veffels,  lightened  of  a  part  of  their  cargo. 
Thofe  freighted  by  the  Turks  at  Candia  are 
obliged  to  proceed  almoft  in  ballafl,  to  wait 
for  their  loading  in  the  ports  of  Standia,  whi- 
ther it  is  brought  to  them  in  fmall  barks. 
Thefe  difficulties,  which  the  governors  do  not 
endeavour  to  remedy,  are  very  detrimental  to 
commerce,  which  accordingly  has  extremely 
declined. 

Candia,  greatly  embellifhed  by  the  Vene- 
tians, 
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tians,  is  divided  into  ftrait  ftreets,  and  deco- 
rated with  wcII-built  houfes,  a  handfome 
fquare,  and  a  magnificent  fountain,  but  contains 
within  its  extenfive  walls  only  a  fmall  num- 
ber  of  inhabitants.  Several  quarters  of  the 
town  are  almoft  deferted.  That  of  the  market 
is  the  only  one  in  which  we  perceive  activity 
or  affluence.  The  Mahometans  have  convert- 
ed the  greatefl  part  of  the  Chriflian  temples 
into  mofques.  They  have  left,  however,  two 
churches  for  the  Greeks,  one  for  the  Arme- 
nians, and  a  fynagogue  for  the  Jews.  The 
Capuchins  have  a  fmall  convent,  with  a  chapel, 
in  which  the  French  vice-conful  hears  mafs  ; 
for  at  prefent  he  is  the  only  perfon  of  that  na- 
tion who  refides  at  Candia,  the  French  mer- 
chants having  retired  to  Canea. 

To  the  weft  of  Canea  ftretches  a  chain  of 
mountains,  defcending  from  Mount  Ida,  the 
point  of  which  forms  the  promontory  of  Dion, 
Before  we  arrive  there,  we  find  on  the  fea- 
fhore  Palio  Cajiro,  a  name  the  modern  Greeks 
give  to  all  ancient  places.  Its  fituation  cor- 
refponds  with  that  of  Panormus,  which  lay  to 
the  north-weft  of  Heracleum. 

The  river  to  the  weft  of  Candia  was  an- 
ciently called  the  Triton,  and  near  its  fource 
P  2  Minerva 
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Minerva  was  born  of  Jupiter  (f),  A  little  fur- 
ther is  the  Loaxus  ;  and  about  a  league  to  the 
eafl  of  the  city  the  river  Ceratus  flows  through 
a  delightful  valley,  v/hich,  according  to  Strabo, 
paifed  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  CnoiTus.  Be- 
yond is  a  river,  I  imagine  to  be  the  Therenus, 
on  whofe  banks,  according  to  the  fables  of 
antiquity,  Jupiter  celebrated  his  nuptials  with 
Juno  (g)'  In  the  fpace  of  more  than  half  a 
league,  round  the  wails  of  Candia,  we  do  not 
meet  with  a  fmgle  tree.  The  Turks,  during 
the  fiege,  cut  them  all  down^  and  dellroyed 
the  gardens  and  orchards  which  environed  the 
town.  The  country  beyond  abounds  in  corn 
and  fruit-trees,  and  the  adjacent  hills,  covered 
with  vineyards,  yield  the  malmfey  of  Mount 
Ida,  worthy  of  a  place  at  the  tables  of  epi- 
cures.    This  wine,   little  known  in  France,   is 

(f)  Diodorus  Sicuhis,  lib.  v.  Tradition  fays,  likewifc, 
that  Minerva  was  born  of  Jupiter  in  the  ifland  of  Crete, 
near  the  fources  of  the  Triton,  whence  is  derived  the  epithet 
Tritogenes.- 

{g)  Diodorus  Siculiis,  lib.  v.    It  is  fiid,  that  the  nuptiaîs 

of  Jupiter  and  Juno  were  celebrated  in  thediftrid  of  Cnoflus, 

near  the   river   Therenus.     We  ftill    fee    there  a    temple, 

where  the  priefts  of  the  country  imitate  yearly,   in  a  public 

feftival,  the  ceremonies  which  tradition   fays  v/ere  obferved 

..at  thefe  nuptials. 

perfumed, 
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perfumed,  of  a  very  agreeable  flavour,    and  in 
high  eftimation  in  this  country. 

To-morrow,  Madam,  we  Ihall  leave  Candia. 
Our  company  will  confift  of  twelve  travellers, 
among  whom  are  a  French  vice-conful,  a 
conful,  who  is  to  enter  on  his  office  at  Canea, 
fome  young  merchants,  janiflaries,  and  others 
who  travel  from  curiofity.  We  are  all  armed 
with  mufkets,  piftols,  fabres,  and  fwords.  In 
a  country  where  every  thing  is  decided  by 
force,  this  mode  of  travelling  is  the  fafeft. 
'i'he  Mountaineers  and  Turks  have  a  great 
refpeâ:  for  the  arms  of  Frenchmen  ;  and  the 
only  method  of  being  under  no  apprehenfion 
from  their  violence  is,  to  appear  well  provided 
with  the  means  of  defence.  We  fhall  not  take 
the  fliorteft  road,  as  we  defign  to  vifit  the 
moll  remarkable  places  in  the  ifland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXIL 


To  M.  L.  M. 


1.  J . 


'EAVING  Candia,  Madam,  we  direded 
our  courfe  towards  Gortyna,  and  foon  ar- 
rived at  the  ruins  of  CnolTus,  called  by  the 
modern  Greeks  Cnoflou.  This  was  the  royal 
city  of  Minos,  who  eftabliflied  there  the  feat 
of  his  empire,  and  there  gave  thofe  wife  and 
admirable  laws  fo  juilly  boaited  by  antiquity. 
This  city  was  a  league  and  a  half  in  circuit  (y&), 
and  long  continued  one  of  the  moil  celebrated 
of  the  illand.  United  with  Gortyna,  it  gave 
law  to  (f)  almoft  all  Crete  ;  but  falling  after- 
wards into  misfortunes  (k),  Gortyna  and  Lyc- 
tos  profited  by  its  decline,  and  Cnoffus  was 
for  a  time  flript  of  almoft  all  its  fplendour  ; 
but  foon  repairing  thefe  loifes,  recovered  part 
of  its  ancient  power,  and  refumed  its  ftation 
among  the  moil  flourifliing  cities  of  Crete. 
The  Romans,  to  fecure  their  conqueil,  efla- 
blifhed  there  a  numerous  colony.     At  length, 

(h)   Strabo,  lib.  x. 
(i)    Polybius,  lib.  iv. 
(k)  Strabo,  lib.  x, 

"  in 
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"  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
"  Nero  (/),  the  whole  illand  fuffering  by  a 
"  violent  earthquake,  CnoiTus  was  totally  de- 
"  ftroyed."  (w)  The  lightning,  during  this 
tremendous  calamity,  did  not  proceed  from 
the  clouds,  but  from  the  earth,  and  the  fea 
retreated  feven  ftadia  («).  Several  tombs  burft 
open,  in  one  of  which  was  found  the  work 
of  Didys  of  Crete,  containing  the  events  of 
the  Trojan  war. 

From  that  time  the  lofty  Cnoffus,  humbled 
in  the  duft,  has  never  rifen  from  her  ruins,  but 
heaps  of  flones,  ancient  walls  half  demoliilied, 
the  remains  of  edifices,  and  the  name  of  Cîiof- 
fou^  which  the  fpot  it  flood  on  dill  retains, 
enable  us  to  aflign,  with  certainty,  its  ancient 
fituation.  Thefe  ruins  were,  no  doubt,  much 
more  confiderable  before  the  building  of  Can- 
dia:  becaufe,  as  they  were  fo  near,  it  may 
well  be  believed  the  Venetians  made  ufe  of 
them,  as  materials  for  the  ramparts  and  houfes 
of  that  capital. 

Leaving  Cnoflbu  on  our  left,  we  continued 
our  journey.     As  foon  as  we  had  reached  the 

(/)  Septimius  in  Epift.  ad  Arcad. 

(/«)  Philoftratus  in  Vita  Apollonii. 

(/»)  Suidas. 

lofty 
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lofty  hiils,  which  range  along  the  foot  of 
Mount  Ida,  on  the  eaft,  the  country  prefented 
the  moft  agreeable  profpe6ls.  At  different 
diftances  we  difcovered  vailles  clad  with  ver- 
dure, fmall  villages,  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
rivulets,  environed  with  beautiful  orchards, 
and  interfperfed  here  and  there  with  tufts 
of  branching  trees,  which  crowned  the  hil- 
locks. 

We  were  about  four  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
eafl  of  Candia,  and  employed  in  climbing  a 
very  fteep  path,  when  our  guides  apprifed  us 
that  we  were  pafTmg  near  the  toinb  of  Jupiter, 
We  laboured  up  the  mountain  to  view  this 
ancient  monument,  but  faw  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  ftones,  half  eaten  away  by  time,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  call  the  tomb  of 
Jupiter. 

Both  the  fables  and  hiitories  of  antiquity 
agree  that  a  Jupiter  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  ifland  of  Crete.  The  third  Jupiter,  the  fon 
of  Saturn  (o),  was   born  there,  and  his   tomb 

is 

(o)  Cicero  de  Natura  Deorum,  lib.  iii.  Arnob. 
lib.  iv.  The  third  Jupiter,  fon  of  Saturn,  was  buried 
in  tlie  ifland  of  Crete.  (Theophilus,  lib.  i.)  Jupiter, 
fon  of    Saturn,    who  was    king    of   Crete,     has   a  tomb 
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is  ftill  fhewn  there  (pj.  Jupiter  having  ended 
his  days  in  Crete,  his  relations  and  friends,  in 
obedience  to  his  laft  commands,  erected  a 
temple  and  a  tomb  to  his  memory.  This 
temple  flill  fubfifted  in  the  days  of  Plato  ;  but 
time,  or  earthquakes,  have  deitroyed  it.  This 
philofopher,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  places  he  defcribes,  fpeaks  of  it  thus  (^). 
*'  The  road,  which  leads  from  Cnoflus  to  the 
*'  cavern  and  temple  of  Jupiter,  is  very  plea- 
"  fant.  We  continually  meet  with  alleys  of 
"  large  tufted  trees,  whofe  foliage  fhelters  us 
"  frorn  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun.  If 
*'  we  proceed  ftill  further,  we  find  woods 
"  of  cyprefs-trees,  of  furprifmg  height  and 
"  beauty  ;  by  the  fide  of  which  are  delight- 
*'  fui  meadows,  where  travellers  may  repofe, 
*'  and  converfe.'* 

From  all  thefe  authorities  we  may  conclude, 

in  that  ifland.  (Pomponius  Mela,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.)  We  fee 
in  Crete  a  tomb,  where,  it  is  almoit  irapoffible  to  doubt,  thiut 
Jupi'.eT  was  buried.  The  inhabitants  fhew  the  remains  of  the 
infcription,  which  proves  the  fadl.  (Chryfoflom,  in  Epilh 
Pauli  ad  Titum.)  The  Cretans  poifefs  the  tomb  of  Jupiter, 
on  which  we  read  this  infcription  :  Here  lies  Zan,  ivho  is 
called  Jupiter. 

(pj    Cedrenus. 

(ç)  Plato  de  Leglbus,    lib,  i. 

that 
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that  a  ,man,  called  Jupiter,  who,  by  great  ac- 
tions, merited  well  of  his  fubjeds,  and  on 
whom  divine  honours  were  bellowed,  died 
in  the  ifland  of  Crete  ;  that  a  temple  was 
ereded  to  him,  which  has  been  dellroyed  by 
time  ;  that  his  tomb  was  Ihewn  with  an  in- 
fcription  on  it,  until  the  time  of  the  Roman 
Emperors,  and  that  at  prefent  there  is  to  be 
feen,  about  three  leagues  from  Cnofius,  an 
eminence,  commonly  called  Mount  Icarus,  on 
the  top  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try point  out  a  heap  of  ftones,  which  they 
call  the  tomb  of  Jupiter.  As  for  the  facred 
cavern,  in  which  he  was  brought  up,  and  to 
which  Minos  repaired  every  ninth  year,  to 
converfe  with  his  father,  and  receive  his  laws. 
It  may  be  prefumed  not  to  have  been  far 
diftant  from  this  place  (r),   but   we  did  not 

fee  it. 

As 


(r)  The  ancients  almoft  aJways  join  together  the  cavern 
and  the  tomb  of  Jupiter.  Plato  fays,  the  cave  and  temple  of 
Jupiter  :  becaufe  in  his  time  the  fepulchre  was  embellifhed 
■with  a  temple.     Minutius  Felix  fays,  "  Jupiter  reigned  in 

<*  Crete We  ftill  fee  his  cave  and  tomb."     The  con- 

ftant  mention  of  the  tomb  and  cavern  together,  feems  to  in- 
dicate that  tbcfe  monuments  were  not  diftant  from  each  other. 

The 
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As  we  defcended  the  hill,  we  met  with  a 
village  wedding,  on  its  way  to  the  neighbour- 
ing hamlet.  A  great  number  of  Greeks, 
mounted  on  horfes  and  mules,  compofed  the 
efcort  of  the  bride,  who  was  furrounded  by  a 
company  of  handfome  girls.  They  were  all 
decked  out  in  their  bell  array,  and  their  long 
white  veils  fell  gracefully  on  their  fiioulders  : 
the  men  wore  fine  coloured  fafhes,  and  all 
appeared  extremely  merry.  We  thought  it  a 
neceflary  piece  of  French  politenefs  to  falute 
the  bride,  and  drawing  up  in  a  line,  as  llie 
paiTed,  gave  her  a  general  difcharge  of  mufketry. 
Thofe  among  the  Greeks  who  had  arms,  re- 
turned the  compliment,  and  we  feparated  with 
mutual  expreflions  of  refpecl. 

We  now  defcended  into  the  plain,  where, 
though  it  was  the  month  of  November,  we 
found  the  heat  confiderable.  We  were  to 
fleep  at  the  convent  of  St.  George,  from  which 
we  were  ftill  three  leagues  diflant,  and  in  our 
road  had  to  pafs  feveral  ranges  of  hills,  which 
form  the  bafis  of  Mount  Ida  on  the  eafl.    The 


The  ancients  place  the  facred  cavern  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Ida.  Plato  defcribes  it  as  on  one  (îde  of  Cnoffus.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  Mount  Icarus  fufficicntly  conefponds  with  thefe  in- 
dications. 

country 
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country  prefented  a  great  variety  of  the  mod 
pidurefque  profpefts.      Sometimes,    from  the 
fummit  of  a  hill,    we   difcovered  an  immenfe 
horizon,  terminated  by  mountains  which   con- 
cealed   their  heads   in  clouds  ;    and  prefently 
ftraying  along  the  bottom  of  profound  vallies, 
adorned  with  fruit-trees,  and  flowering  fhrubs, 
we  feemed  as    if  imprifoned  by  the  vail  and 
fteep   declivities    on    each    fide.      At    length, 
after  having  continued  afcending  a  long  time, 
we  perceived   at  a  diftance  the  monaftery  of 
St.  George,    the  fight   of  which  gave   us  no 
little  pleafure,    and  we   redoubled    our   pace. 
It  was  evening  when  v/e  entered   the    court. 
The  monks,  at  firft,  were  alarmed  at  our  num- 
ber ;    and  the  fuperior,  according   to  cuflom, 
concealed  himfelf.     But  we  had  a  perfon  with 
us   who   was    perfedly    acquainted   with     the 
Greeks  and  their  fubterfuges.     He  addreffed 
himfelf  to  feme  of  the  fathers,  telling  them, 
that  we  had  with  us  the  French  conful,  who 
was   going    to  Canea,    and  who,    as   he    had 
great  influence  with    thofe  in   power  in   that 
country,    was  able  to  render  eflential  fervices 
to  their  bifhop,  and  all  the  convents  in  the 
ifland.     They  did  not  fail  to  convey  this  in- 
formation to  the  fuperior,  who  infl:antly  came 

to 
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to  receive  and  compliment  us,  and  immediate- 
ly all  the  doors  were  thrown  open  to  our  com- 
pany. 

We  had  travelled  feven  computed  leagues, 
equal  to  ten  French  ones,  and  our  horfes  were 
much  tired.  As  foon  as  we  had  alighted,  feveral 
children  came  to  take  them  by  the  bridle,  and 
walked  them  about  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
before  they  put  them  into  the  fiable.  This 
cuftom  is  conftantly  obferved  in  Crete  :  they 
never  Ihut  up  the  horfes  when  in  a  fweat,  but 
always  make  a  rule  of  walking  them  about 
fome  time  in  the  open  air.  Hence  the  Cretan 
horfes  are  ftrong,  healthy,  and  fcarcely  ever 
tire.  They  boldly  climb  the  fteepeft  rocks, 
and  defcend  the  fame  into  the  vallies,  without 
{tumbling.  The  traveller's  life  depends  on 
the  furenefs  of  their  footing  :  for  he  frequently 
paffes  along  narrow  paths  on  the  edge  of  dread- 
ful precipices,  where  a  fmgle  falfe  flep  would 
infallibly  be  his  deflrudion. 

While  fupper  was  preparing,  one  of  the 
monks  earneftly  requefled  us  to  vifit  his  cell. 
He  was  a  lover  of  good  wine,  which  indeed 
might  be  feen  in  his  countenance,  and  he  re- 
galed us  in  the  bed  manner  he  could  with  his 
beloved  liquor.     It  is  true,   he  had  but    one 

cup, 
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cup,  but  that  was  large  and  deep  ;  he  circu- 
lated it  brifkly,  and  feemed  highly  pleafed  v/ith 
the  encomiums  we  bellowed  on  his  'wine. 

The  monks  of  Saint  George  poffeis  exten- 
five  lands  on  which  they  feed  numerous 
flocks,  and  which  produce  corn,  barley,  wine, 
oil,  wax,  and  honey,  in  abundance.  The 
Turks  have  left  them  thefe  lands,  on  condi- 
tion of  their  exercifmg  hofpitality  towards 
all  travellers,  which  they  commonly  do  with 
a  tolerable  good  grace.  Both  riders  and 
horfes  are  lodged  and  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions.  Thefe  houfes  are  of  great  ufe  in  a 
country  where  there  are  neither  inns  nor 
caravanferas  :  for  without  them,  the  traveller 
would  be  obliged  to  carry  with  him  a  load  of 
baggage,  and  every  neceffary  of  life.  The 
monks  cultivate  their  fields  themfelves,  and 
owe  what  they  enjoy  to  the  labour  of  their 
hands. 

A  magnificent  repafl  (.f)  was  ferved  up  to 
us  :  the  middle  diih  was  a  roafled  pig,  round 
which  were  excellent  mutton,  pigeons,  and 
very  fine  poultry  ;    the  refl  of  the  table  was 

(j)  The  French  word  is  ambigu.  An  ambigu  is  an  enter- 
tainment confiftinj»  of  both  meat  and  fruits.     T. 

I  covered 
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covered  with  plates  of  pomegranates,  almonds, 
grapes,  frefh  olives,  and  honey.  This  honey, 
as  tranfparent  as  cryflal,  was  delicious  ;  as 
highly  perfumed  as  the  flowers  themfelves,  as 
delicate  as  the  fineft  fweet-meats,  and  equally 
grateful  to  the  fmell  and  tafte.  The  fuperior 
fet  before  us  moft  exquifite  wines  ;  red,  white, 
and  orange-coloured,  the  produce  of  the  hills 
round  the  monaftery,  on  which  we  alternately 
beftowed  the  highefl  commendations. 

After  fupper  we  were  conduced  to  a  fpa- 
cious  hall,  where,  notwithftanding  the  hard- 
nefs  of  our  beds,  we  perfeârly  well  enjoyed 
the  pleafures  of  repofe.  To  fliew  refpeâ:  to 
the  French  conful,  they  had  allotted  him  a  fe- 
parate  apartment,  and  placed  two  full  decanters 
by  his  bed-fide.  In  the  morning,  he  wilhed 
to  Avafh  his  mouth,  and  pouring  out  fome  éf 
the  fuppofed  water,  found  it  to  be  white  wînè. 
He  took  the  other  decanter,  and  filled  his 
glafs,  but  this  proved  to  be  pure  brandy.  No 
doubt,  thefe  good  monks  are  accuftomed  to 
make  libations  to  the  god  of  fleep,  or  to  con- 
fole  themfelves  for  his  rigours  with  the  bottle. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

LET- 
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LETTER     XXIIL 


To  M.  L.  M. 


o 


U  R  intention  being  to  vifit  Gortyna  and 
the     Labyrinth  ;     we    fet    out    early    in    the 
morning,  from  the  monaftery  of  St.  George, 
and  after   thanking   our    hofts,    who   politely 
furnilhed  us  with    provif^ons    for    our   break- 
faft,  direfted  our  courfe  toward  the  fouthern 
part   of   the   ifland,    and    continued    defcend- 
ine    for   two    hours    from    the    convent    into 
the   plain.      The  journey    was    lefs    fatiguing 
than  the  preceding  day.    We  travelled  through 
a  beautiful  country  interfperfed  with  villages, 
and  furrounded  with   olive  and  almond  trees. 
The  declivities   of  the  hills  on  the  right  and 
left   prefented    us  with    charming    landfcapes. 
This    whole    diftrift    appeared    rich    and    po- 
pulous ;    but    the    time   of    harvefl    and    the 
vintage  bejng  over,  we  met  with  but  few  in- 
habitants, who  Were  Ihut  up  in  their  houfes, 
occupied  in  domeftic  labours. 

After 
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After  fome  hours  travelling,  a  little  path, 
lined  with  verdant  turf,  and  watered  by  a 
limped  ftream,  which  meandered  through  the 
valley,  invited  us  to  halt.  We  fpread  out  the 
provifions  of  the  good  monks,  and  breakfafled 
at  the  foot  of  a  plane-tree.  Our  journey  had 
fharpened  our  appetites,  and  we  found  our 
repaft  delicious.  The  water  of  the  fountain 
was  cool  and  pure,  and  a  few  bottles  of  wane 
rendered  it  fiill  better.  Our  breakfaft  v/as  very 
cheerful  and  agreeable,  but  foon  over  ;  we  re- 
mounted our  horfes,  and  continued  our  journey. 

Our  way  lay  over  a  level  ground,  in- 
clofed  between  two  chains  of  mountains,  the 
fides  of  which  were  furrowed  by  the  channels 
of  limpid  flreams.  Numerous  flocks  of  goats 
and  (heep  were  feeding  on  thyme,  or  browfmg 
on  the  leaves  of  wild  fhrubs.  Here  a  cottage, 
furrounded  with  vineyards,  fhewed  itfelf  on 
the  fummit  of  a  rock  ;  and  there  another  lay 
concealed  in  the  obfcurity  of  a  thicket.  Our 
eyes  were  amufed  on  every  fide  with  the  agree- 
able and  variegated  profpeéls,  and  we  made 
a  great  progrefs  in  our  journey  without  per- 
ceiving it. 

The  fun  had  run  half  his  courfe  ;    and  we 

had    been   feven  hours    on    horfeback,    when 

Q^  we 
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we  arrived  at  a  large  town,  the  inhabitant* 
of  which  have  not  the  bed  of  charafters. 
They  are  accufed  of  a  difpofition  to  rob  Î  tra*- 
vellers  ;  but,  confiding  in  our  arms,  we  re- 
folved  to  a(k  for  a  dinner.  We  were  Very 
indifferently  received  in  feveral  houfes,  and 
the  forbidding  appearance  of  thofe  who 
lived  in  them  made  us  go  on  further,  tilf,  at 
length,  we  knocked  at  a  door,  where  we 
found  the  inhabitants  better  inclined.  We 
did  not  find,  indeed,  the  fplendid  table 
of  our  rich  monks.  Eggs,  olives,  honey, 
and  bad  cheefe,  were  all  they  offered  us  ; 
and  for  thefe  we  paid  generoufly.  When 
leaving  this  villanous  place,  many  of  the  in- 
habitants infulted  us  with  ill  language  ;  but 
the  fight  of  our  mufquets  levelled  at  them, 
and  the  drawn  fabres  of  our  janiffaries,  foon 
filenced  them. 

We  now  entered  the  plain  of  Meffara, 
which  is  feven  leagues  in  length,  and  ex- 
tends as  far  as  the  fea  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  ifland.  It  is  the  mofl  fertile  in  corn 
of  any  in  the  kingdom  of  Candia  ;  the  foil 
here  is  excellent,  and  the  crop  never  dif- 
appoints  the  expectation  of  the  hulbandman. 
A     tirait    and    good    road    here    (hewed    us 

we 
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we  approached  Gortyna  ;  the  ruins  of  which 
we  foon  difcovered,  and  fpent  feveral  hours  in 
examining. 

The  origin  of  Gortyna  is  uncertain;  the 
opinions  of  authors  varying  on  the  fubjedb. 
We  know,  however,  that  it  is  of  the  highell 
antiquity.  Homer  fpeaks  of  it,  as  of  a  power- 
ful city  defended  by  walls.  It  was  a  fiou- 
rifliing  place  when  Lycurgus  travelled  into 
Crete.  Some  fay  it  was  founded  by  Gor- 
tynus,  Ton  of  Tegetes  (tj.  Plato  tells  us,  it 
was  built  by  a  colony  from  Gortyna,  a  city 
of  Peloponnefus  ;  and  feveral  ancient  writers 
aflert  that  Taurus,  who  carried  oft'  Europa, 
and  who  reigned  in  Crete,  founded  this 
celebrated  city  (uj. 

(/)  Stephanus  Byzantius.  Gortyna  received  Its  name 
from  the  hero  Gortynus.  It  was  alio  called  Lariffa,  Crem- 
nia,  and  at  length  Gortyna.  (Paufanias  in  Arcadicis.)  It 
is  related  that  Cydon,  Catreus  and  Gortynus,  fens  of 
Tegetes,  pafled  into  the  ifland  of  Crete,  and  gave  their 
names  to  Cydon,  Catrea,  and  Gortyna.  But  the  Cretans 
rejedt  this  account,  and  fay  that  Cydon  was  the  fon  of  Mer«- 
cury,  and  Acacallidls  the  daughter  of  Minos  ;  that  Catreus 
was  the  fon  of  Minos,  and  Gortynus,  of  Rhadamanthus. 

(«)  Plato  de  Legibus,  lib.  iv. 

0^2  How- 
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However   well    or    ill   founded    thefe    dif- 
ferent   accounts    may   be,    Gortyna,    fituated 
in   a   plain   of   vaft   extent,    watered  by  nu- 
merous rivulets,  fertile  in  corn,  barley,  olives, 
and   all   kinds    of    productions,    became   one 
of  the  moft  confiderabk  cities   of  the  ifland. 
It    was     only    five    leagues    diftant    from    the 
fea,  on  the  fouth-fide,  on  which  it  had   two 
harbours  (v)  ;    Lebena,    where  was  a  famous 
temple  (iv),  and  Metalla,    fituated  at  the  ex. 
tremity   of  the  cape   fo   called.     The   people 
of  Gortyna    knew    how    to    avail    themfelves 
of  thefe  advantages,  and  became  exceedingly 
powerful.       They    united    their     arms    with 
thofe  of  the  Cnoffians  to  fubdue   the  neigh- 
bouring cities,    and    greatly   extended  the  li- 
mits   of    their    territory.      Their   walls  were 
more  than  two  leagues  in  circumference  ;  but 

(■u)  Euflathlus  in  Dionyfium.  Gortyna  was  built  by 
Taurus,  who  carried  off"  Europa  the  Phœnician,  and  who 
reigned  in  Crete.  (Chron.  Alexand.)  Taurus  founded,  in 
the  ifland  of  Crete,  a  city  which  he  called  Gortyna,  from 
the  name  of  his  mother,  the  grand-daughter  of  Jupiter. 
(Cedrenus.)  Taurus  built  in  Crete  the  city  of  Gortyrta,  fo 
called  after  his  mother's  name. 

(wj  Sirabo,  lib.  x.  Gortyna  has  two  ports  on  the 
Lybian  fea  ;  Lebena,  from  which  it  is  only  four  league» 
diflant,  andMaella,  Ctnated  two  leagues  beyond. 

2  having 
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having  been  deftroyed  by  time,  the  magif- 
trates  began  repairing  them,  but  finifhed 
only  eight  ftadia,  leaving  the  reft  of  the  town 
open  («•).  Strabo  attributes  the  rebuilding 
thefe  walls  (y)  to  Ptolemy  Philopater  ;  but 
adds,  that  he  did  not  complete  them,  and 
that  they  remained  unfinilhed. 

Gortyna  contained  feveral  temples,  among 
which  the  moft  remarkable  were  thofe  of 
Apollo  (z),  Jupiter  (^/),  and  Diana  (^).  The 
firft  was  held  in  great  veneration  by  the 
people  of  Greece,  who,  in  the  time  of  a 
plague,  fent  thither  deputies  to  confult  its 
oracle  (c).  Menelaus,  going  in  purfuit  of 
Helen,  facrificed  in  the  fécond  a  hecatomb 
to  Jupiter  ;  and  Hannibal,  dreading  left  the 
avarice  of  the  Gortynians  might  tempt  them 
to  deliver  him  up  to  his  enemies,  in  order 
to  obtain  his  treafures,  the  report  of  which 
had  preceded  his  arrival,  depofited,  in  prefence 

(.■v)  Phranzes,  Chron.  lib.  i. 
(y)  Strabo,  lib.  x. 

(z)  Stephan.    Byzant.     In   the   middle  of  Gortyna  was 
the  temple  and  altar  oî  Apollo, 
(fl)  Fhotius  Biblioth.  Hift.  lib.  v. 
{h)  ^milius  Probus. 
(f)  Antonius  Liberalis,  metamorph.  25. 

of 
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of  the  people,  veflels  filled  with  lead,  and 
covered  with  gold  and  filver,  in  the  temple 
of  Diana,  declaring  that  he  confided  to  theri 
his  fortune.  Shortly  after,  however,  he  took 
an  opportunity  to  efcape  into  Afia  with  his 
riches  enclofed  in  brazen  flatues  ;  but  the  im- 
placable vengeance  of  Rome  purfued  him 
every  where.  The  Lethe  ran  near  Gor- 
tyna-fdj.  Strabo  (e)  affures  us  that  he  crofled 
it.  This  city  having  undergone  frequent 
revolutions,  the  river  may  have,  at  fome 
period,  flowed  round  its  walls,  and,  at  others, 
through  the  city  ;  for  it  is  certain  that,  at 
prefent,  ruins  are  difcoverable  beyond  this 
river,  which  is  now  only  a  tolerably  large 
rivulet.  It  was  called  Lethe,  becaufe  Har- 
monia,  the  daughter  of  Venus,  forgot  her 
hufband  Cadmus  on  its  banks  ffj.  Geo- 
graphers reckon  feveral  rivers  of  this  name, 
Strabo  enumerates  four  (g). 

The 

fj)  SoUnus.  The  river  Lethe  runs  near  Gortyna,  where 
Taurus  carried  off  Europa. 

(e)  Strabo.  The  river  Lethe  runs  through  the  city  of 
0(}rtyna. 

if)  Vibius  Scquefler,  de  Amnibus. 

fgj  Magnefia  was  fituated  on  the  Meander,  where  the 

river 
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The  ruins  of  Gortyna  cover  a  vaft  extent 
of  ground,  and  enable  us  lo  form  forae  idea 
of  its  ancient  magnilicence.  Such  of  its  mo- 
numents as  ft  ill  fubfift,  are  not  of  the  high- 
eft  antiquity.  One  of  the  moft  remarkable 
is  a  gate  built  with  large  bricks,  which  have 
been  formerly  covered  with  freeftone  ;  thofe 
of  the  fides  and  arch-way  have  been  de- 
tached, yet  it  ftill  does,  and  muft  long  con- 
tinue to  fubfift.  This  edifice  is  of  a  confi- 
derable  thicknefs,  and  prefents  an  extenftve 
front.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  more  ancient 
than  the  time  when  Ptolemy  Philopater  un- 
dertook to  rebuild  the  walls  of  Gortyna.  Be- 
yond this  gate,  we  find  a  large  open  fpace, 
in  form  nearly  a  parallelogram,  on  each  fide 
of  which  is  a  double  row  of  pedeftals.  The 
bafes  of  the  marbles  are  buried,  and  the 
tops  alone  appear  above  the  ground.  The 
order  in  which  they  are  ranged  gives  reafon 
to  conjecture  they  were  part  of  the  portico 
of  a  temple.     At  different  intervals  we   meet 


xivcr    Lethe    falls    into    it;  another   river  of  the    fame 

name  runs  near  Gortyna  ;    a  third  bathes  Tricca,    a  city 

of  ThefTaly  ;  and  we  find  a  fourth  Lethe  in   the  weflern 
part  of  Africa. 

with 
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with  heaps  of  rubbifh,  and  columns  of  n\ar- 
ble,  and  of  granite,  buried  up  to  the  middle 
of  their  fhafts.  The  capitals  lie  near  them, 
broken  off;  but  feveral  of  them  have  none. 
Near  the  farther  end  of  thefe  ruins,  on 
the  banks  of  that  beautiful  river,  where  Ilar- 
monia  forgot  Cadmus,  we  enter  a  church, 
one  fide  of  which  is  deflroyed.  Its  archi* 
tefture  is  fmiple,  without  colonnades  ; 
and  it  is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  long,  by  fixty  wide.  This  is  proba- 
bly the  ancient  cathedral  founded  by  Titus, 
the  difciple  of  Saint  Paul.  Some  confider- 
able  ruins,  fituated  at  a  little  diftance,  may 
be  the  remains  of  the  palace  of  the  arch- 
bilhop. 

Thefe  ruins  do  not  appear  fuitable  to  what 
might  be  expeded  from  the  grandeur  and 
map-nificence  of  Gortyna.  But  we  mud  con* 
fider  that  the  fined  marbles  have  been  carried 
off,  that  we  fee,  in  adjacent  villages,  ancient 
columns  employed  in  making  gates  for  the 
Turkifh  gardens,  and  that  the  greateft  part 
of  its  ornaments  are  buried  under  the  earth, 
which  is  confiderably  raifed.  If  the  ground 
were  dug  into,  and  proper  refearches  made, 
we  fhould  certainly  find  flatues  and  valuable 

anti- 
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antiquities.  At  prefent,  the  hulbandman  paf- 
fes  his  plough  over  them,  and  covers  vi^ith 
his  harveft  the  ruins  of  the  palades  and  tem- 
ples of  Gortyna.  Such,  Madam,  is  the  def- 
tiny  of  ancient  cities.  They  are  the  work 
of  man,  and  perifh  like  himfelf.  Thofe 
which,  in  ages  paft,  were  the  ornament,  or 
teTTot  of  the  world,  Thebes,  Memphis  and 
Babylon,  are  now  no  more.  Can  you  ima- 
gine that  Paris,  that  noble  city,  which  con- 
tains within  itfelf  all  the  arts,  and  innumer- 
able inhabitants,  will  exift  for  ever  ?  Can 
you  doubt  that  the  curious  traveller  fhall 
one  day  wander  amid  heaps  of  rubbifh,  in 
fearch  of  the  fituation  of  her  temples  and  her 
palaces  ?  Let  us  confole  ourfelves  :  that  period 
is  flill  very  remote. 

We  quitted  the  plain  of  Gortyna  to  vifit 
thé  Labyrinth.  The  road  leading  to  this  me- 
morable place  is  rough  and  fteep  ;  but,  after 
an  afcent  of  near  an  hour,  we,  at  length, 
reached  the  entrance.  We  had  brought  with 
us  the  thread  of  Ariadne,  that  is  to  fay,  four 
hundred  fathoms  of  twine,  which  we  faf- 
tened  to  the  gate,  where  we  ftationed  two 
janiflaries,  with  orders  to  fuffer  nobody  to 
enter.      The    opening    of    the    Labyrinth   is 

natural. 
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îiatural,  and  not  wide.  When  you  have  ad- 
vanced a  little,  you  find  a  confiderable  fpace 
{Irewed  with  large  flones,  and  covered  with 
a  flat  roof  cut  out  of  the  falid  mountain. 
To  difcern  our  way  amid  this  gloomy  abode, 
we  each  carried  a  flambeau.  Two  Greeks 
bore  the  clew,  which  they  unfolded  or  wound 
up  as  occafion  required.  At  firft  we  loft 
ourfelves  in  different  alleys  without  an  open-i 
ing,  and  were  obliged  to  meafure  back  pur 
fteps,  but  at  length  difcovered  the  true  paf* 
fage,  which  is  on  the  right  as  we  enter;, 
we  arrive  at  it  by  a  narrow  path,  and  are 
obliged  to  creep  ox\  pur  hands  and  feet  for. 
the  fpace  of  an  hundred  yards,  the  roof  be- 
ing extremely  low.  At  the  end  of  this  nar- 
roAv  paffage  the  ceiling  rifes  fuddenly,  and 
we  were  able  tP  walk  upright,  in  the  midit 
of  the  impenetrable  darknefs  that  furround- 
ed  us,  and  the  numerous  ways  which  ftruck 
off  on  each  fide,  and  croifed  each  other  in 
different  direâions.  The  two  Greeks  we  had 
hired  trembled  with  apprehenfion  ;  the  fweat 
poured  down  their  faces,  and  they  refufed  to 
advance,  uniefs  we  took  the  lead. 

The  alleys  through  which  we  pafTed   were 
in  general  from  feven  to  eight  feet  high  ;   in 

width 
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width  they  varied  from  fix  to  ten,  and 
fometimes  more.  They  are  all  chilTeled  out 
of  the  rock,  and  the  flones,  of  a  dirty  grey, 
are  ranged  in  horizontal  layers.  In  fome 
places,  huge  blocks  of  (tone,  half  detached 
from  the  roof,  feem  ready  to  fall  on  your 
head,  and  you  muff  (loop  in  pailmg  them, 
not  without  fome  danger  of  their  falling.  This 
havock  has,  no  doubt,  been  occafioned  by 
earthquakes,  which  are  fo  frequent  in  Crete. 

Thus  did  we  continue  wandering  in  this 
maze,  of  which  we  endeavoured  to  difco- 
ver  all  the  windings,  and  as  foon  as  we 
had  got  to  the  end  of  one  alley,  entered 
intp  another.  Sometimes  we  were  floppe4 
fhort  by  a  paffage  without,. an  opening,  and 
at  others,  after  long  circuits,  were  afto- 
nifiied  to  find  ourfelves  at  the  crofs-way 
from  which  we  had  fet  out.  Frequently,  after 
encircling  with  our  cord  a  great  extent  of 
rock,  we  were  obliged  to  wind  it  up,  and 
return  the  way  we  came.  It  is  impoffible  to 
defcribe  to  what  a  degree  thefe  paffages  are 
multiplied  and  crooked  ;  fome  of  them  form 
curves  which  lead  you  infenfibly  to  a  vafl 
empty  fpace,  fupported  by  enormous  pillars^ 
whence  three  or  four  paffages  flrike  oft"  that 

cc'ndu<fl 
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condud  to  oppofite  points  ;  others,  after  long 
windings,  divide  into  feveral  branches  :  thefe 
again  extend  a  great  length,  and,  terminated 
by  the  rock,  oblige  the  traveller  to  trace  back 
his  way.  We  walked  with  precaution  in  the 
doublings  of  this  vail  Labyrinth,  amid  the 
eternal  darknefs  that  reigns  throughout  it,  and 
which  our  torches  could  hardly  dilpel.  Thus 
fituated,  the  imagination  raifes  up  phantoms  $ 
It  figures  to  itfelf  precipices  under  the  feet 
of  the  curious,  monilers  placed  as  centinels,  • 
and,  in  a  word,  a  thoufand  chimeras  which 
Éaïi  have  no  exiilence. 

The  precaution  we  had  taken  of  proceed- 
ing- with  the  thread  of  Ariadne,  and  of  faf- 
teriing  it 'at  different  diflances  left  it  lliould 
break,  allowed  us  to  advance  farther  than 
Belon,  TournefoTt,  and  Pocock,  were  able  to 
^o  for  want  of  fuch  ailiftance.  We  obferv- 
ed^  'in  '  feveral  parts  of  the  middle  avenue, 
tlie' cyphers  1700  written  with  a  black  pen- 
cil, by  the  hand  of  the  celebrated  French 
botaniil.  An  extraordinary  circumftance 
which  he  remarks,  and  which  we  admired 
no  lefs  than  he  had  done,  is  the  property 
poffefled  by  the  rock  of  prefenting  the  names 
enp^raven   on  it    in   relief.     We    faw    feveral 

of 
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of  ithem,  wherein  ihis  fort  of  fculpture  ha4 
arifen  to  the  thicknefs  of  two  lines  (the  fixth 
part  of  an  inch).  The  fubllance  of  this  re- 
lief is  whiter  than  the  ftone  (/>). 

After  ftraying  for  a  long  time  in  the  fright- 
ful cavern  of  the  Minotaur  (/),  we  arriveci 
at  the  extremity  of  the  alley  which  Tourae- 
fort  followed.  There  we  found  a  wide  fpace, 
with  cyphers  cut  in  the  rock,  none  of  which 
were  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury. There  is  another  fimilar  to  this  on  the 
right  ;  each  of  them  may  be  about  twenty-four 
or  thirty  feet  fquare.  To  arrive  at  this  place 
we  had  run  out  almoft  all  our  line,  that  is  to 
fay,  about  twenty-four  hundred  feet,  without 
mentioning  our  various  excurfions.  We  re- 
mained three  hours  in  the  Labyrinth,  con- 
tinually walking,  without  being  able  to  flatter 
ourfelves  with  having  feen  every  thing.  I 
believe  it  would   be  impoffible  for   any    man 

(h)  Several  of  us  engraved  our  names  deeply  at  the  end 
of  1779.  At  tlie  time  of  preparing  thefe  letters  for  publica- 
tion, I  am  informed  that  the  hollow  is  already  filled  with 
this  white  fubftance,  which  projadls  about  a  line  (the  twelfth 
of  an  inch)   above  the  names. 

('■)  The  reader  will  ffj  in  the  following  letter  why  I  give 
it  this  name. 

to 
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to  get  out  of  it,  if  left  there  without  either 
clew  or  flambeau  ;  he  would  lofe  himfelf 
in  a  thoufand  windings  :  the  horrors  of  the 
place,  and  the  intenfe  darknefs,  would  fill 
him  with  conflernation,  and  he  mufl  mifer- 
ably  perifh. 

On  cur  return,  we  examined  a  winding 
we  had  not  before  noticed  ;  it  conducted  us 
to  a  beautiful  grotto,  rifing  into  a  dome, 
wrought  by  the  hand  of  nature.  It  has  no 
ftalaftites,  nor  indeed  is  a  fmgle  one  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  cavern, 
as  the  water  does  not  filtrate  through  the 
roof.  Every  thing  is  dry  ;  and,  as  the  air  is 
never  renewed,  the  fmell  is  extremely  difagree- 
able.  Thoufands  of  bats,  the  dung  of  which 
lies  in  heaps,  inhabit  this  gloomy  abode. 
They  are  the  only  monfters  we  difcovered. 
We  came  out  with  a  great  deal  of  pieafure, 
and  breathed  the  external  air  with  a  kind  of 
rapture.  Night  now  began  to  come  on,  and 
the  road  was  not  very  eafy  to  be  found  ; 
we  haftened,  therefore,  to  defcend  the  moun- 
tain, and  entered  a  neighbouring  farm,  where 
we  were  very  hofpitably  entertained  by  a 
Turk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

LET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


Several  authors.  Madam,  among 
whom  are  Befon  (k)  and  Pocock  (/),  pretend 
that  the  Labyrinth,  which  I  have  been  de- 
fcribing,  is  no  more  than  a  quarry,  from 
which  ftones  were  brought  to  build  the  city 
of  Gortyna.  M.  Tournefort  Cm)  has  fatisfac- 
torily  confuted  this  opinion  ;  he  has  proved 
that  the  ftone  of  this  cavern  is  too  foft  to 
be  fit  for  building,  and  that  it  would  have 
coft  enormous  fums  to  convey  it  acrofs  the 
fteep  mountains  that  lie  between  the  Laby- 
rinth and  the  city.  It  mufl  have  been  much 
more  natural  for  the  inhabitants  to  procure 
their  ftone  from  the  mountains  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Gortyna.     Had  the  Labyrinth  been    ' 

Ci)  Obfervations     de    pliifieurs    Singuliritcs     et  Choies 
mémorables  trouvées  en  Grèce,    &c. 
(/)  Defcription  of  the  Eaft. 
fnij  Voyage   du    Levant. 

but 
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but  an  ordinary  quarry,  why  leave  at  the 
entrance  a  channel  a  hundred  yards  long, 
fo  low  as  not  to  be  accelTible  but  by  creeping, 
and  from  whence  flones  could  not  be  brought 
.until  broken  in  pieces  ?  This  would  hav& 
been  to  double  both  labour  and  expence 
to  no  purpofe.  It  is  much  more  proba- 
ble, adds  M.  Tournefort,  that  nature  has 
produced  the  Labyrinth,  and  that  the  paflage 
at  the  entrance  has  not  been  altered,  to  ihew 
pofterity  what  was  the  ftate  of  thefe  fubter- 
ranean  channels  before  they  were  enlarged  by 
the  hand  of  man.  It  is  evident,  that  nothing 
more  has  been  attempted  than  merely  to  ren- 
der them  palTabie,  fmce  only  thofe  flones  have 
been  cleared  away  which  have  obilruded  the 
paffage  ;  all  the  others  have  been  left,  and 
are  ranged  in  order  along  the  v/alls. 

But  for  what  purpofe  was  this  Labyrinth 
intended  ?  Is  it  of  great  antiquity  ?  And 
was  it  there  the  Minotaur  was  confined  ? 
Thefe  are  queflions  which,  I  believe,  have 
never  been  anfvvered.  Let  us  endeavour,  it 
pofîible,  to  refolve  them.  The  difcovery 
pf  truth,  obfcured  by  the  iapfe  of  time,  gives 

plea- 
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pleafure  to  the  reader,  and  amply  recom- 
penfes  the  labour  of  invefligation. 

In  the  firll  place,  it  is  certain  that  the 
immenfe  cavern,  the  windings  of  which  I  have 
defcribed,  is  not  the  Labyrinth  formed  by 
Dasdalus,  on  the  plan  of  that  of  Egypt  (;/). 
All  the  ancient  writers  atteft,  that  the  famous 
work  of  that  celebrated  architect  was  fituated 
at  CnolTus.  "  It  was  agreed,"  fays  Paufanias, 
"  to  fend  to  the  Minotaur  of  Crete  feven  vir- 
"  gins  and  feven  boys^  to  be  thrown  into  the 
"  Labyrinth  built  in  the  city  of  Cnoflus  (<>)." 
"  As  foon  as  Apollonius  arrived  at  Cnoflus, 
"  he  vifited  the  Labyrinth  f/>J,"  &c. 

(qj  John  Tzetzes  very  fatisfaftoriiy  defcribes 
this  famous  edifice,  and  informs  us  of  the 
ufe  for  which  it  was  intended.  "  Daedalus, 
"  the  Athenian,  made  for  king  Minos  a  pri- 
"  fon,  from  which  it  was  impoflible  to  efcape. 

(n)  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  i.  It  is  faid  that  Daedalus, 
travelling  into  Egypt,  was  ftruck,  with  admiration  at 
the  fight  of  the  Labyrinth  conftrufled  with  wondrous 
art,  and  that  he  formed  a  fimilar  one  for  Minos  king  of 
Crete. 

(û)  Paufanias  in  Atticis. 

(p)   Philoftratus,  in  Vita  Apollonii. 

{q)    Johannes  Tzetzes. 

R  «  Its 
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"  Its  numerous  windings  were  in  the  form 
"  of  a  fnail,  and  it  was  called  the  Labyrinth." 
Philocorus  (r)  alTerts,  after  the  unanimous 
teflimony  of  the  Cretans,  that  "  the  La- 
"  byrinth  was  a  prifon  contrived  more  efFec- 
"  tually  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  male- 
"  fadors." 

Such  then  was  the  plan  of  that  celebrated 
work  of  antiquity,  conftrudt^d  on  the  model 
of  that  of  Egypt.  It  was  a  prifon  wherein 
Thefeus  and  his  companions  were  to  end  their 
days,  or  live  deprived  of  honour.  But  love 
and  courage  extricated  them  from  their  dan- 
ger. This  Labyrinth  fubfifts  no  longer.  It 
was  indeed  already  deflroyed  in  the  days 
of  Pliny.  Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  con- 
fider  that  which  is  ftiil  exifting. 

Permit  me.  Madam,  to  go  fomewhat  fur- 
ther back,  in  order  to  throw  a  little  light  on 
a  few  obfcure  fa^fls,  mingled  with  fo  many 
fables.  By  collcding  the  various  opinions  of 
ancient  authors,  perhaps,  we  may  be  able  to 


(r)  Plutarch,  in  Thefeo. 


remove 
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remove  the  veil  which  conceals  truth.  You 
know  that  Androgeos,  fan  of  Minos,  went  to 
Athens,  and  that  ^geus,  at  his  return  from 
Trcezene  (s),  celebrated  M^hat  were  called  the 
Panathenaic  games,  to  which  all  Greece  re- 
paired. The  Cretan  hero  entered  the  lifts, 
vanquifhed  all  the  combatants,  and  was  pub- 
licly crowned  (tj.  This  prince  entered  into 
a  friendly  alliance  with  the  Pallantides,  who 
made  pretenfions  to  the  throne,  ^geus,  dread- 
ing the  confequences  of  this  friendfliip,  had 
him  aflalTmated  near  Œnan  in  Attica,  when 
on  his  way  to  a   facred  folemnity. 

fuj  Minos  foon  appeared  at  the  head  of  a 
naval  armament,  to  demand  vengeance  for  the 
death  of  his  fon  ;  and,  after  a  long  and  bloody 
fiege,  during  which  Athens  was  ravaged  by 
the  plague,  iEgeus,  incapable  of  defending 
himfelf  any  longer,  demanded  of  the  king  of 
Crete  what  fatisfadion  he  required.  That 
prince  infifted  on  his  fending  him,  every   fe- 


(sj  Apollodorus,  lib.  iii. 
(/)  Diodorus  Siculus,  lib.  iv. 
fuj  Apollodorus,  lib.  iii. 


R  2  venth 
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venth  year  (-z;),  feven  boys  and  feven  girls,  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Minotaur.  Thefe  unhappy 
victims  were  abandoned  to  him,  and  he  car- 
ried them  off  in  his  fleet.  At  the  ftated  time 
he  again  appeared  with  a  number  of  fhips, 
and  W2is  fatisfied  in  like  manner. 

Thefe  children  were  chofen  by  lot,  and  the 
parents  of  thofe  on  whom  the  fatal  chance 
fell,  murmured  loudly  againfl  ^geus..  They 
were  filled  with  indignation,  on  reflefting 
that  the  author  of  the  mifchief  fhould  alone 
efcape  the  punifliment  (x)  ;  and  that  he  fliould 
raife  to  the  throne  a  natural  fon  (j),  while  he 
deprived  them  of  their  legitimate  children. 
They  were  even  ripe  for  a  revolt.  But  when 
the  time  for  fending  the  third  tribute  arrived, 

(vj  Diodorus,  lib.  iv.  fays,  that  they  were  fent  every 
feven  years.  Apollodoriis  fays,  every  year.  Plutarch  (in 
Vita  Thefei)  aflerts,  that  this  tribute  took  place  only  once 
in  nine  years.  Thefe  opinions,  though  they  vary  refpeding 
the  number  of  years,  all  confirm  the  fad. 

(x)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei. 

(j;)  Hygin.  Fab.  xxxvii.  Neptune   and  -Ssgeus,  fons    of 

Pandion,    had   amorous    commerce,     in    the   fame    night, 

with    JEûiYd,  daughter  of  Pytheus,    in    the  temple   of  Mi- 

ilerva.     Thefeus  fprang    from  this    union.      Ifocrates   fays, 

he  was   called  the    fon  of  ^geus,  but  that   Neptune  was 

really  his  fuher. 

I  Thefeus, 
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Thefeus,  whom  feveral  gallant  anions  had  al- 
ready raifed  to  the  fame  of  a  hero,  and  who,  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  united  every  endowment 
of  mind  and  body  (s),  was  determined  to  put 
an  end  to  thefe  murmurs.  He  voluntarily 
offered  himfelf  to  be  one  of  the  vidims,  re- 
folving  to  perilh,  or  free  his  country  from  an 
odious  tribute  ;  and  departed,  after  facrificing 
to  Apollo  at  Delphi,  who  directed  him  to  take 
Venus  for  his  guide   Ça). 

Let  us  now  endeavour  to  difcover  the  true 
meaning  of  the  fable  of  the  Minotaur.  Taurus 
was  the  name  of  one  of  the  principal  men  of 
Crete,  who  was  a  native  of  Cnoffus  (Z»).  His 
valour,  and  other  great  qualities,  no  doubt, 
recommended  him  to  Minos,  who  made  choice 


(z)  Servius  ad  jEneid,  lib.  vi.  Thefeus  was  as  beauteous 
as  brave.  (Ifocrates)  I  may  fay  to  the  praife  of  Thefeus, 
that,  being  born  in  the  time  of  Hercules,  he  fo  comported 
himfelf  as  to  merit  a  like  glory.  Not  only  did  they  bear 
the  fame  arms,  but  they  applied  to  the  fame  exercifes  of 
body  and  mind,  as  became  two  heroes  of  the  fame  blood. 

(a)  Plutarch.  Thefeus  having  confulted  the  Delphic 
Apollo,  before  his  departure,  the  oracle  told  him  to  take 
Venus  for  his  guide. 

(6)  Ifaac  Tzetzes  ad  Lycophron.  Taurus  was  a  native 
of  Cnoffus,  a  city  of  Crete,  and  general  of  the  army  that 
carried  off  Europa. 

of 
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of  him  to  command  an  expedition  againd 
Phœnicia.  "  Taurus,"  adds  Palsephatus,  "  a 
"  citizen  of  Cnoffus,  made  war  on  the  Ty- 
"  rians.  Having  overcome  them,  he  carried 
"  off  feveral  young  women  from  their  city, 
*'  among  whom  was  Europa,  daughter  of 
"  king  Agenor.  This  it  was  that  gave  rife 
"  to  the  fable  of  a  bull  having  feized  Europa, 
"  and  carried  her  away.  The  poets,  fond 
"  of  the  marvellous,  added,  that  flie  was  ra- 
"  viihed  by  Jupiter  in  the  form  of  a  bull." 

The  conqueror  lived  at  the  court  of  Minos  : 
he  had  returned  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  Tyre, 
and  as  he  poffeffed  the  advantage  of  a  fine 
perfon,  the  renown  he  had  acquired  by  his 
military  exploits,  rendered  him  flill  more 
handfome  in  the  eyes  of  Pafiphae,  the  daughter 
of  the  Sun,  and  wife  of  the  king  of  Crete. 
She  became  enamoured  of  him,  and  finding 
means  to  gratify  her  pafiion  (r),  had  a  fon  by 
him.  Minos  having  difcovered  "  that  this 
"  child  could  not  be  his,  but  that  he  was  the 
*'  fruit  of  the  amours  of  Taurus  and  Pafiphae, 
"  would  not,  however,  put  him  to  death,  but 
*'  confined  him  to  the  mountains,  to  ferve  the 
"  fhepherds.     In  thefe  folitary  abodes  he  grew 

(r)  Palatphat.  de  Fab. 

"  wild 
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"  wild  and  fierce,  and  lived  by  robbery,  and 
*'  ftealing  flieep  from  the  flocks.  Having 
"  learnt  that  Minos  had  fent  foldiers  to  take 
"  him,  he  dug  a  deep  cavern,  w^hich  he  made 
"  his  place  of  refuge.  At  length  the  king  of 
"  Crete  fent  to  the  fon  of  Taurus  fuch  cri- 
*'  minais  as  he  wifhed  to  punifh  with  death." 
His  ferocity,  and  this  employment,  no  doubt, 
procured  him  the  name  of  Minotaur,  and  in- 
duced poets  and  painters  to  reprefent  him  as 
a  monder,  half  a  man,  and  half  a  bull.  An 
ingenious  emblem,  which  had  reference  at 
once  to  his  birth,  his  character,  and  his  odi- 
ous fervices. 

Thefeus  having  landed  in  Crete,  endea- 
voured to  calm  the  anger  of  Minos,  who  had 
fallen  in  love  with  (dj  Pseribea,  one  of  the 
feven  Athenian  virgins.  He  convinced  him, 
that  he  was  the  fon  of  Neptune,  and  endea- 
voured to  mitigate  the  rigour  of  his  fate. 
The  prince,  almoft  difarmed,  treated  him  at 
firfl  very  favourably,  and  permitted  him  to 
mix  with  the  combatants  in  the  public  games. 
The  Athenian  hero  excited  univerfal  admira- 
tion (c)  by  his  addrefs  and  courage,  and  en- 

{d)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei. 
(e)  Ibid. 

chanted 
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chanted   every  heart  with  the  gracefulnefs  of 
his  perfon  (f^. 

In  Crete,  women  were  permitted  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  public  fhews  (^)  ;  and  Ariadne  faw 
Thefeus  engage  with,  and  overcome,  the  moft 
renowned  warriors  of  her  country  ;  but  while 
fhe  admired  the  bravery  and  graces  of  the 
youthful  hero,  love  fiole  into  her  heart,  and 
infliâed  one  of  his  deeped  wounds.  It  is 
probable  fhe  confefî'ed  her  paiîion  to  the  con- 
queror ;  and  that,  to  fulfil  the  precept  of  the 
oracle  (/?),  he  profited  by  her  declaration.  It 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  alfo,  that  Minos,  in- 
formed of  this  intrigue,  confidered  it  as  a  new 
offence,  and  refolved  to  fhut  him  up  in  the 
Labyrinth  of  Cnoffus,  that  he  might  be  for 
ever  buried  in  the  horrid  obfcurity  of  that 
tremendous  prilon.  This  conjedure  is  ren- 
dered more  than  probable   by  the   following 

(f)  Servius,  Euftathins,  and  Hyglnus,  agree  in  inform- 
ing us,  that  Thefeus  united  the  utniolt  gracefulnefs  of  perfon 
with  a  lofty  ftature,  ftrength,  and  courage. 

(^)  Plutarch  (in  Vita  Thefei)  fays,  Ihefeus  was  admitted 
to  the  public  games  of  Crete  ;  that  he  vanquiihed  the  warri- 
ors who  entered  the  lifts  againft  him  ;  and  that  Ariadne  faw, 
and  fell  in  love  with  him. 

(/))  Apollo,  as  we  have  feen,  had  commanded  him  to  fa- 
crifice  to  Love. 

pafîage. 
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paflage  (/).  "  Thefeus  arriving  at  the  gate 
"  of  the  Labyrinth,  encountered  Deucalion 
"  and  the  guards,  and  put  them  to  death.*' 
So  defperate  an  aftion  determined  Minos  no 
longer  to  keep  any  meafures  with  his  enemy, 
and  he  fent  him  to  Taurus,  with  orders  to  put 
him  to  death  (k). 

You  recoiled,  Madam,  that  Taurus  was  th« 
executioner  of  Minos  ;  that  he  dwelt  in  a 
profound  cavern,  in  which  he  deflroyed  the 
prifoners  condemned  to  death.  The  ancients 
aflert,  that  the  name  of  Labyrinth  was  given 
alfo  to  this  gloomy  abode,  in  which  art 
alhfting  nature,  had  formed  new  palTages, 
and  contrived  a  multitude  of  windings,  from 
which  it  was  almofl  impoffible  to  efcape. 

"  The  Labyrinth  of  Crete  (/)  was  a  cavern 
"  dug  out  of  a  mountain."  Cedrenus  adds 
thefe  remarkable  words  (;//)  :  "  The  Minotaur 
*'  fled  to  a  place  called  the  Labyrinth,  and 
"  concealed  himfelf  there,  in  the  depth  of  a 
"  cavern.'* — "   (/z)  The  Labyrinth  of  Crete, 

(/■)    Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei. 
(/')  Palaephat.  de  Incredibilibus. 
(/)  Auftor.  EtyiDologic. 
(w)  Cedrenus. 
(;/)  Eullathius,  in  OdyfT. 

"  that 
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"  that  fubterraneous  cavern,  with  a  thoufand 
*'  windings,  contained  an  inhabitant." 

Thefe  teflimonies.  Madam,  remove  all 
doubt.  They  accurately  defcribe  the  Laby- 
rinth I  vifited  ;  its  fituation  in  a  mountain, 
its  winding  paffages,  fufficiently  prove  it  con- 
tained an  inhabitant.  This  could  be  no  other 
than  the  fon  of  Taurus,  who,  in  order  to 
efcape  the  emiflfaries  of  Minos,  dug  a  cavern 
in  the  mountain.  This  horrid  place  was  his 
abode,  and,  in  part,  his  work  ;  and  here  the 
monfter  performed  the  bloody  executions 
commanded  by  the  king.  The  following  fads 
will  clearly  demonftrate  thefe  affertions.  But 
let  us  return  to  Thefeus. 

(o)  Condemned  to  fuifer  an  ignominious 
death  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner  of 
Minos,  the  Athenian  hero  departed  from  Gor- 
tyna  ;  and,  ignorant  of  the  defliny  that  await- 
ed him,  muft  have  fallen,  but  for  Love,  who 
•watched  over  his  life.  Ariadne,  alarmed,  in- 
formed him  of  the  fnare  laid  for  him.  She 
defcribed  to  him    the    windings    and  dangers 

(o)  Minos,  getting  his  enemy  Thefeus  into  his  power, 
feni  him  to  be  llain  by  Taurus.  Ariadne,  informed  of  thie 
de(ign,  fent  him  a  fword,  with  which  he  Hew  the  Minotaur. 
Palephat.  de  Incredib. 

of 
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of  the  Labyrinth  (/>)  ;  gave  him  the  thread  by 
which  he  might  diredl  his  fleps  j  taught  him 
the  method  of  making  ufe  of  it,  and  fent  him 
the  fvvord  that  was  to  Ihed  the  hateful  blood  of 
the  Minotaur. 

It  fhould  feem  as  if  Thefeus  had  procured 
fecret  friends  in  the  ifland,  and  that,  by  his 
addrefs,  his  courage,  or  the  good  offices  of 
his  miftrefs,  he  had  gained  the  guards,  who 
attended  on  Taurus,  and  afiilted  him  in  his 
executions  :  for,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at 
Gortyna,  all  of  them,  "  forfaking  the  Mino- 
"  taur  (5'),  pretended  to  take  to  flight.  The 
"  monfler,  fufpeding  he  was  betrayed,  fled- 
"  into  the  place  called  the  Labyrinth."  Thefe 
words  clearly  prove,  that  he  efcaped  into  the 
gloomy  cavern  I  have  before  mentioned  ; 
which  was  a  place  of  refuge,  perhaps  his 
fortrefs  ;  for  there  he  put  his  victims  to  death. 

(^)  JPIutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei.  Thefeus  arriving  in  the 
iflaad  of  Crete,  Ariadne  fell  defperately  in  love  with  him. 
She  bore  him  a  Ton,  and  taught  him  how  to  efcape  from 
the  winding  paluiges  of  the  Labyrinth  ;  and  he  flew  the 
Minotaur. 

[q)  All  the  guards  forfaking  the  Minotaur  of  Gortyn.t, 
pretended  to  tal<e  to  flight.  The  Minotaur,  fufpeéHng 
treachery,  took  refuge  in  the  place  called  the  Labyrinth, 
Cedrcnus. 

Claudian, 
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Claudian,  to  diflinguifli  this  cavern  from  the 
famous  edifice  buik  by  Dsedalus  at  Cnoflus  (r^, 
calls  it,  "  the  Labyrinth  of  Gortyna,  the  ufiial 
*'  abode  of  the  Minotaur." 

The  retreat  of  the  executioner  of  Minos 
might  have  been  a  feint.  He  might  w^ifh  to 
draw  his  enemy  into  a  cavern,  with  all  the 
avenues  of  which  he  was  well  acquainted,  and 
where  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  him  to 
kill  him,  by  attacking  him  at  an  advantage. 
But  Thefeus  had  the  thread  of  Ariadne,  her 
fword,  and  his  own  undaunted  courage.  He 
purfued  the  Minotaur  through  the  winding 
alleys  of  his  den,  came  up  with  him,  and  put 
him  to  death. 

As  foon  as  he  had  executed  his  defign,  he 
fled  precipitately  on  board  a  veifel  (j-),  taking 
with  him  his  miftrefs,  and  the  young  viftims 
he  had  faved.     The   remainder  of  the  hiftory 


(r)  Ciaudian,  in  Sext.  Conf.  Honorii.  It  forms  dif- 
ferent circuits,  which  are  neither  inferior  to  the  art  \vith 
which  the  Labyrinth  of  Gortyna,  the  ufual  abode  of  the 
Minotaur,  is  built,  nor  tlie  windings  of  the  river 
Meander. 

(j)  Plutarch,  in  Vita  Thefei.  He  flew  the  Minotaur,  and 
immediately  hallened  on  board  his  fhip,  carrying  with  iiini 
Ariadne,  and  the  young  Athenians. 


of 
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of  Ariadne  and  Thefeus  is  well  known  ;  not  to 
mention  that  it  is  foreign  to  my  fubje6t. 

This  is  what  appears  to  me  moft  probable 
concerning  the  Labyrinths  of  Crete.  One  of 
them,  fituated  at  CnoiTus,  was  an  edifice  built 
by  Dasdalus  (/),  arid  which,  on  account  of  its 
various  windings,  deceived  thofe  who  got  be- 
wildered in  it,  and  prevented  their  return.  It 
was  in  the  form  of  a  fnail,  and  of  vafl  mag- 
nitude, as  well  as  great  ftrength.  Minos  con- 
verted it  into  a  royal  prifon  ;  but  the  crimi- 
nals, confined  there,  were  only  deprived  of 
their  liberty. 

The  other,  near  Gortyna,  and  called  by  the 
ancients  the  Labyrinth  of  Gortyna,  ftill  fub- 
fifts,  and  has  been  treated  of  in  the  preceding 
letter.  It  was  partly  the  work  of  the  fon  of 
Taurus  ;  but  the  firft  fketch  of  it  was  given 
by  nature.  He  indeed  rendered  the  paflages 
more  fpacious,  and  excavated  new  ones.  In 
this  cavern  he  deftroyed  thofe  who  were  fent 
to  him  by  the  king  to  be  put  to  death.  Thus 
have  we  vifited  the  gloomy  habitation  of  a 
man,  who,  from  the  ferocioufnefs  of  his  cha- 
rader,  merited  to  be  transformed  into  a 
monfter. 

(/)  Apollodorus,  )ib.  iii. 

There 
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There  were  feveral  other  fimilar  labyrinths, 
more  or  lefs  complicated.  Near  Nauplia,  fays 
Strabo  (z/),  we  fee  caverns,  in  which  laby- 
rinths have  been  formed,  and  which  are  called 
the  Cyclops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


(u)  Sura^o,  lib.  viii. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXV. 
To  M.  L.  M. 


L 


ET  us  now,  Madam,  purfue  our  journey. 
The  Turkifh  farmer,  who  had  received  us  fo 
kindly  at  our  coming  out  of  the  Labyrinth,  of- 
fered us  the  beft  entertainment  in  his  power. 
But  our  bed  was  the  carpet  on  which  we  fup- 
ped,  and  we  laid  ourfelves  down,  booted  as 
we  were.  In  the  morning,  therefore,  we 
were  foon  drefled,  and  we  fet  out  at  fun-rife, 
after  fatisfying  our  hoft,  who  accepted  whatw^e 
thought  proper  to  give  him. 

For  fome  hours,  our  way  lay  along  the 
plain,  and  we  had  an  eafy  and  pleafant  road  ; 
but  when  we  had  arrived  at  the  high  lands,  it 
became  extremely  rugged.  We  travelled  along 
the  fides  of  the  hills  w^hich  terminate  Mount 
Ida,  to  the  fouthward.  Two  chains  of  thefe 
hills  formed,  between  us  and  that  mountain, 
a  double  amphitheatre,  above  which  it  reared 
its  majeftic  head.  We  couJd  perceive  large 
clouds,  of  a  fhining  whitenefs,  ranging  them- 
felves  around  its  fummit,  and  circling  it  with 

a  filver 
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a  filver  crown,  which,  illumined  by  the  fun, 
fhone  with  a  wonderful  fplendor.  Thefe  clouds, 
obeying  the  law  of  attraftion,  after  encom- 
paffing  for  fome  hours  the  head  of  the  moun- 
tain, fell  in  imperceptible  drops  on  all  the 
furrounding  objeds,  and  intirely  difappeared  ; 
others  fucceeded,  and  were  diffipated  in  the 
fame  manner. 

,  This  attractive  power,  univerfally  diifufed, 
which  forces  the  clouds  towards  the  tops  of 
lofty  mountains,  is  the  origin  of  fprings,  foun- 
tains, ftreams,  and  all  the  rivers  on  the  globe. 
In  the  higher  regions  of  the  air,  where  the 
riflng  vapours  are  condenfed  by  cold,  the 
water  of  the  clouds  is  converted  into  hail  and 
fnow  ;  but  if  they  attain  only  a  moderate 
height,  where  the  cold  is  not  very  great,  they 
fall  in  mifts,  rains,  and  copious  dews.  When 
the  hills  are  covered  with  forefls,  the  fprings 
and  rivulets  become  more  numerous,  as  the 
leaves  of  trees  poiTefs  the  peculiar  property 
of  attracting  the  humidity  diifufed  through- 
out the  atmofphere.  To  procure  water  for 
a  dry  country,  nothing  more  would  be  ne- 
ceflary  than  to  plant  foreft-trees  on  the  hill- 
tops. When  we  find  the  ancients  beflowing 
the  name  of  rivers  on   the   Glaucus  and  the 

Xanthus, 
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Xantlms,  which  run  through  Afia  Minor,  and 
are  now  little  more  than  inconliderable  brooks, 
we  are  tempted  to  fufpeét  them  of  exaggera- 
tion. But  if  we  reflect  that  the  hills,  where 
thefe  rivers  arife,  are  at  prefent  ftript  of  their 
trees  and  foil,  and  no  longer  oppofe  a  barrier 
to  the  paflage  of  the  clouds,  though  formerly 
crowned  with  lofty  forefts,  they  attracted  them 
around  their  tops,  and  drew  from  them  all 
their  moifture,  we  fliall  find  no  difficulty  in 
believing  that  the  Glaucus,  the  Xanthus,  and 
many  other  at  prefent  infignificant  rivulets, 
might  anciently,  when  fed  with  more  copious 
fupplies,  well  deferve  the  appellation  of  rivers. 
While  we  were  journeying  round  Mount  Ida, 
we  perceived  the  fummit  gradually  overcaft, 
and  foon  after  vanilh  inveloped  in  a  thick 
mill  ;  nor  was  it  long  before  we  again  per- 
ceived the  naked  top  whitened  with  heaps  of 
fnow,  and  the  fides  covered  with  the  glittering 
mantle  of  winter.  We,  however,  who  were 
lefs  elevated  by  twelve  hundred  fathom,  en- 
joyed a  delightful  temperature.  I'he  Iky  was 
clear  and  ferene,  and  the  fun  movçd  through 
the  azure  vault  in  all  his  majefty  and  fplendor. 
In  the  deep  vailles  on  our  left,  myrtles  and 
laurel  rofes  fkirted  the  channels  of  the  tor^ 
S  rents. 
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rents.  Trees,  in  their  brightefl  verdure,  adorn- 
ed the  foot  of  the  mountain  ;  and,  in  the 
month  of  November,  we  found  groves,  as  green 
and  pleafant  as  in  the  middle  of  fpring. 

Mount  Ida  begins  near  Candia,  and  ftretches 
from  eaft  to  weft,  as  far  as  the  White  Moun- 
tains. It  extends  from  the  northern  to  the 
fouthern  fea,  and  is  the  higheft  in  the  ifland. 
In  many  parts  of  it,  the  fnow  lies  all  the  year. 
From  its  fummit  we  may  difcover  the  fea  of 
Crete,  and  that  of  Lybia.  The  eye  wanders 
over  an  immenfe  horizon,  and  difcerns  many 
pf  the  fcattered  iflands  of  the  Archipelago, 
fuch  as  Cytherea,  Milo,  and  Argentiera.  If 
we  confine  our  attention  to  the  view  of  the 
objeâ:s  before  us,  they  appear  as  in  an  immenfe 
perfpedive,  and  prefent  profpefts  highly  varied, 
and  aftonifhingly  rich  and  beautiful. 

In  fummer,  when  the  fnows  are  melted, 
vaft  plains,  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  the 
mountain,  afford  excellent  pafturage  for  the 
flocks.  On  that  part  of  it  oppofite  to  Candia 
are  forefts,  confifting  chiefly  of  maple  and 
green  oak.  The  fouthern  fides  abound  with 
the  flrawberry  tree,  privets,  and  rock-rofes. 
The  eaftern  brow  is  beautified  with  cedars, 
pines,   and  cypreiTes  ;    but   on   the   weft,    its 

perpendicular 
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perpendicular  fides  prefent  nothing  but  piles 
of  rocks,  impoflible  to  fcale.  It  is  enriched 
with  an  infinity  of  other  plants,  which  would 
delight  the  botanilt,  fuch  as  the  true  me- 
lilot,  the  yellow-flowered  maijoram,  &c. 
Abundant  ftreams  flow  on  every  fide  from  its 
fummits.  Some  rufli  in  torrents  into  the  val- 
ues, while  others  water  the  plains,  which  pro- 
duce luxurious  harvefts,  or,  diftributed  by  art, 
maintain  fecundity  in  the  innumerable  fruit- 
trees,  which  grow  round  the  villages.  The 
hill-fides,  expofed  to  the  powerful  rays  of  the 
fun,  are  clothed  with  vineyards,  which  pro- 
duce exquifite  wines  ;  and  the  olive-trees  every 
where  conftitute  the  principal  riches  of  the 
country. 

The  diverfity  of  landfcapes,  which  con- 
ftantly  charmed  the  eye,  made  us  forget  the 
dangers  to  which  we  were  expofed.  For  the 
fpace  of  a  league  we  rode  along  the  Hope  of 
a  very  high  hill.  On  one  fide,  the  ground 
was  as  perpendicular  as  a  wall,  and  on  the 
other  was  the  channel  of  a  torrent,  two  hun- 
dred feet  deep,  through  which  the  water 
rufhed,  over  the  large  flint-ftones,  with  a 
violent  noife.  The  path  at  lafl:  grew  fo  narrow, 
that  when  once  fairly  entered,  it  was  impof- 
S  2  fible 
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fible  to  difmount,  but  at  the  rifk  of  throwing 
both  ourfelves  and  our  horfes  into  the  abyfs 
below.  I  can  aflure  you,  Madam,  that,  in 
many  places,  the  road  was  not  more  than  a 
foot  and  a  half  wide,  though  on  the  brink  of 
a  tremendous  precipice,  which  no  one  could 
look  down  without  ftiuddering.  We  were 
now  convinced  of  the  excellence  of  our  horfes, 
not  one  of  which  fo  much  as  made  a  falfe 
•  ftep.  They  feemed  to  feel  the  danger,  trod 
•with  caution,  and  examined  where  to  put 
their  feet.  In  a  wet  place,  however,  mine  made 
a  fmall  flip,  and  tottered  for  a  moment  on 
the  brink  of  the  precipice  ;  but  I  kept  my  feat 
firmly,  and  he  recovered  himfelf.  We  de- 
fcended  from  thefe  heights  by  fo  fleep  a  val- 
ley, that  the  rider's  back  was  againfl  the 
crupper  of  the  horfe.  But  at  length,  after 
ten  hours  ride,  we  arrived,  in  perfed:  fafety,  at 
the  monaftery  of  Afomatos. 

It  was  night,  and  our  JaniiTaries  entering 
firft,  the  fuperior  thought  the  convent  was 
attacked  by  a  body  of  Turks,  and  ran  and  hid 
himfel£|^But  we  had  with  us,  as  I  have  be- 
fore laid,  an  interpreter,  who  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  manoeuvres  of  thefe 
monks  ;  and  who,  after  making,  diligent  fearch, 

at 
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at    length    difcovered    his    hiding-place.      He 
complimented  him  on  the  part  of  the  French 
conful,    who  had  jufl    arrived  ;     made   him  a 
proffer   of  his  good  offices  at  Canea,  and,  by 
alternately    addreffing    his    vanity    and  felf-in- 
tereft,    completely  gained   his   confidence   and 
favour.     At  firll  we  had  been  conducted  into 
the   apartment    ufually    allotted    to    ftrangers, 
where  we  mufl  have  flept  upon  the  floor,  and 
been  contented  with  a  meagre   repafl  ;  but  ap- 
pearances were  greatly  changed  when  we  had 
made  the  mafter  our  friend.  He  came  in  peribn 
to  congratulate  the  coniul  on  his  lafe  arrival, 
and  invited    us   into   a   fpacious   hall,    in   the 
midft  of  which  a  table  was  fpread.     We  held 
a  converfation  with   him  for  fome  time  j  and 
our  adroit  interpreter,  difcovering  our   hofl's 
weak  fide,  flattered  his  vanity,  and  gave    him 
great   hopes  from  the  power  and   influence  of 
the  conful.      Nor    was    this     labour    thrown 
away  :    we   were   quickly  fupplied  with  every 
thing  we    could   wilh,    and,     including  meat, 
vegetables,  and  fruits,  had  not   lefs  than  forty 
dilhes  on   the  .table.      This   was    a   charming 
fight  to  hungry  men,  who  had  travelled  the 
whole  day  without  eating  ;   nor  did  we  remain 
,idle  ,  fpeCtatoxs.      The    fuperior    honoured    us 

with 
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with  his  prefence,  and  heartily  encouraged  us 
to  fatisfy  our  appetites.  He  gave  a  private 
key  to  a  deacon,  who  ftood  behind  his  chair, 
who  diredly  left  the  room,  and  foon  re- 
turned with  feveral  bottles  of  old  wine,  the 
odour  of  which  was  of  itfelf  a  perfume.  To 
enliven  the  company,  the  good  father  drank 
feveral  glaffes  to  our  healths,  and  infifted  on 
our  returning  the  compliment.  Towards  the 
end  of  our  feafl,  he  was  in  fuch  high  fpirits, 
that,  thinking  to  amufe  us,  he  propofed  his 
priefls  fhould  chant  the  Kyrie  elcifun.  We  ac- 
cepted his  propofal  ;  and  immediately  a  num- 
ber of  children,  deacons,  and  fub-deacons, 
made  their  appearance,  and,  on  a  fignal  given, 
began  the  Kyrie  eleifon.  They  fang  through 
their  nofes,  and  produced  fo  frightful  a  noife, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  we  could 
refrain  from  laughing  ;  but  at  length  they 
concluded  their  difcordant  jargon,  and  we 
clapped  our  hands  in  applaufe.  We  were 
now  in  hopes  that  this  entertainment  was 
ended,  but  he  begged  us  to  go  through  the 
fame  ceremony  in  French.  On  this,  a  young 
man  in  our  company  ftruck  up  a  lively  fong, 
and  we  all  joined  chorus.  The  fuperior,  and 
his  brethren,  were  delighted  with  the  fpright- 

linefs 
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linefs  of  our  Kyrie  eleifon  ;  but  affirmed,  their 
mufic  was  more  folemn  and  majeftic  ;  to  which 
we  readily  fubfcribed. 

Pardon  me,  Madam,  for  taking  up  your 
time  with  fuch  trivial  incidents  ;  but  nothing 
can,  fometimes,  better  defcribe  the  charader 
of  the  people  we  vifit.  The  Greeks,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  contemptible  flate  of  debafement 
to  which  they  are  reduced,  flill  retain  a  pride 
and  vanity,  that  can  only  be  equalled  by  their 
ignorance.  By  flattering  thefe,  you  may  ob- 
tain every  thing  ;  but  if  their  foibles  are  not 
humoured,  they  become  implacable  enemies, 
and  you  are  in  no  fmall  danger  of  feeling  the 
effects  of  their  perfidious  refentment.  The 
ignorant  fuperior  of  Afomatos  wifhed  to  dis- 
play his  uncommon  talents,  and  excite  our 
admiration,  by  mingling  his  wretched  voice 
with  thofe  of  the  priefts,  giving  them  the 
pitch,  and  chanting  with  them  the  Kyrie  elei- 
fon ;  and  the  good  cheer,  choice  wines,  and 
excellent  beds,  we  here  met  with,  \ye  entirely 
owed  to  a  little  well-timed  complaifance,  and 
the  incenfe  we  offered  to  the  vanity  of  our 
hoft. 

I  have   the  honour   to   be,  &c. 

i'.  " 

^  E  T- 
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LETTER     XXVL 

To  iM.  L.  M. 

JL  HE  monaftery  of  Afomatos,  Madam,  is 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ida,  on  the 
fouth  fide,  and  is  fo  near,  that  large  pieces 
of  rock,  that  in  many  places  hang  over,  feem 
ready  to  fall  upon  it,  and  bury  it  under  their 
fragments.  The  other  fide  of  the  convent  is 
much  more  pleafmg,  and  prefented  us  with 
the  agreeable  profpedts  of  orchards  of  jubjub 
trees,  with  ripe  fruit,  and  orange,  lemon,  and 
almond  trees.  Thefe  Monks  poifefs  large 
plantations  of  olives,  arable  lands,"  and  excel- 
lent vineyards  on  the  hill-fides  ;  and  their 
fields  are  fertilized  by  numerous  rivulets. 
Afomatos  would  be  a  delightful  place,  if  it  were 
a  little  farther  from  the  mountains. 
-  We  got  on  horfeback  about  feven  in  the 
'morning,  •  and  gavé  extravaganf  thanks  to  the 
fuperior,  who  came  to  wifh  us  a  good  journey. 
Our  intention  was  to  breakfafl  at  Arcadi,  the 
handfomeft  monaftery  in  the  ifland  j  and  as  it 

was 
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was  only  three  leagues  diflant,  we  expeâ:ed  to 
reach  it  in  good  time  ;  but  the  roads  were 
dreadful.  We  continued  afcending  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  before  we  came  to  the  top  of  the 
firfl  chain  of  heights,  that  run  parallel  with 
Mount  Ida,  and  on  which  Arcadi  is  built. 
We  met  with  fteep  paths,  cut  out  of  the  rock, 
and  our  horfes  were  obliged  to  clamber  up 
fteps  of  marble  and  granite,  without  flip- 
ping or  ftumbling,  otherwife  we  mufl  have 
been  daftied  to  pieces  on  the  flones,  or  tumbled 
head-long  into  the  torrents.  I  do  not  exag- 
gerate the  horror  of  the  roads  we  had  to  pafs. 
The  firfl  time  one  unaccuftomed  to  fuch 
ways  travels  in  Crete,  he  imagines  his  life 
in  danger  at  every  flep  ;  but  more  experience 
foon  relieves  him  from  his  fears  :  for  there  is 
no  place  fo  dangerous  and  dreadful,  but  it 
may  be  eafily  palTed  with  the  mules  and  horfes 
of  the  country. 

We  were  repaid  for  our  fatigues  by  the 
beauty  of  the  profpedts  which  every  where 
prefented  themfelves  to  our  view.  We  tra- 
verfed  whole  woods  of  ftrawberries  and  pri- 
vets, which  never  lofe  their  verdure.  Firs, 
of  a  prodigious  height,  rear  their  heads  amid 
the   fnow,    and   are    the    haunts   of  herds  of 

wild 
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wild  goats.  In  the  vallies,  the  courfe  of  the 
waters  is  traced  by  tufts  of  myrtle,  fome 
branches  of  which  were  in  flower,  and 
mingled  the  verdant  luftre  of  their  foliage 
with  that  of  the  laurel  rofe.  The  fheep  were^ 
feeding  on  the  brow  of  the  rocks,  and  the 
cottages,  furrounded  with  clumps  of  trees, 
formed  landfcapes  the  eye  was  never  wearied 
with  admiring.  Sometimes  thefe  profpefts 
were  fufficiently  near  to  difcriminate  every 
objeâ:,  and  at  others,  diflant  and  obfcure,  pre- 
fented  only  light  fhades,  pleafingly  iketched  in 
the  horizon. 

After  a  fatiguing  fourney  of  three  hours, 
we  arrived  at  the  convent  of  Arcadi,  where 
the  fuperior  received  us  politely,  and  ordered 
breakfaft  to  be  prepared.  This  monaftery, 
fituated  in  Mount  Ida,  poflefles  very  extenfive 
trafts  of  land,  which  are  carefully  cultivated 
by  its  numerous  monks  ;  and  the  oil,  wine, 
corn,  and  wax,  produced  on  them  every  year, 
amount  in  value  to  confiderable  fums.  The 
good  fathers  live  much  at  their  eafe,  and  are 
very  hofpitable  to  travellers. 

The  apartments  of  this  monaftery  are  built 
round   a   large   court,  in  which  is  a  handfome 
church,    whither  the   Greeks    of  the   neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood  repair  to  divine  fervice.  Among 
this  numerous  body  of  monks  there  are  but 
few  priefts  j  the  greater  part  of  them  do  not 
enter  into  holy  orders,  but  fcrve  in  quality  of 
brethren,  and  are  employed  in  the  moft  fa- 
tiguing labours  of  agriculture.  We  vifited  the 
cellar,  in  which  Tournefort  Çu)  fays,  he 
reckoned  a  hundred  calks  of  wine  ;  but  we 
faw  only  forty  barrels  full  ;  thefe,  however, 
were  very  large.  Into  this  cellar  the  fupe- 
rior  defcends,  at  the  end  of  every  vintage,  to 
blefs  the  new  wines,  and  the  following  is  the 
form  of  his  benediction  (a)  :  "  O  Lord  God, 
"  who  loved  men,  look  down  on  this  wine, 
"  and  on  thofe  who  fhall  drink  it.  Blefs  our 
"  calks,  as  thou  didfl:  blefs  the  well  of  Jacob, 
"  the  pool  of  Siloam,  and  the  drink  of  thy 
"  holy  apoftles.  O  Lord,  who  didfl  con- 
"  defcend  to  be  prefent  at  the  wedding  of 
"  Cana,  where,  by  changing  of  water  into 
"  wine,  thou  manifelledft  thy  glory  to  thy 
"  difciples,  fend  now  thy  holy  Spirit  on  this 
"  wine,  and  blefs-  it  in  thy  name.     Amen.'* 

After  a  plentiful  breakfaft,    we  defired    to 
fee  the  library  of  the  convent,  of  which    we 

(«)  Voyage  du  Lev:int. 
(.r)  Idem. 

had 
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had  heard  fo  rauch  from  the  good  monks* 
It  was,  as  they  faid,  the  mofl  valuable,  nu- 
merous, and  complete,  in  the  ifland.  We  ex- 
peded,  therefore,  to  have  found  fome  literary 
treafures,  or  at  leaft  the  bed  authors  of  an-* 
cient  Greece.  They  conduded  us  into  an 
apartment,  where  we  faw  about  two  hundred 
old  volumes,  ranged  on  (helves,  and  covered 
with  dufl,  which  did  not  feem  to  have  had 
the  honour  of  a  vifit  for  many  a  day.  They 
confided,  in  general,  of  books  of  devotion, 
fermons,  and  controverfial  divinity.  After 
turning  over  a  great  number,  without  finding 
any  thing  that  merited  attention,  except  a 
manufcript  Homer,  which  they  would  not 
fell,  we  went  to  return  our  thanks  to  the  fu- 
perior,  and  fet  out   for  Retimo. 

Leaving  the  monaftery,  we  continued  de- 
fcending  for  an  hour  to  reach  the  plain. 
When  there,  we  found  a  fmooth  and  level 
road,  that  lay  through  a  country  which, 
from  its  verdure  and  fecundity,  may  be 
compared  to  the  county  of  Avignon,  except 
that  its  trees  and  plants  are  different.  It  is 
impoffible  to  tire  on  a  journey,  when  we 
travel  through  a  fine  country  ;  we  then  con- 
gratulate  ourfelves  that  we  are  on  horfeback, 

-and. 
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and,  therefore,  enabled  to  command  a  more 
extenfive  horizon,  and  lofe  nothing  of  the 
fituations,  landfcapes,  and  beauties  of  nature. 
When  the  temperature  of  the  climate  is  mild, 
we  enjoy  too  the  ferenity  of  the  heavens,  the 
purity  of  the  air,  the  coolnefs  of  the  winds, 
and  exquifite  perfumes  exhaled  on  all  fides 
from  the  odoriferous  plants.  Shut  up  in  a 
carriasre,  the  traveller  lofes  all  thefe  advan- 
tages  ;  and  we  find,  throughout  the  eafl,  there 
is  no  other  mode  of  travelling  but  on  horfes, 
mules,  or  camels.  Litters  are  only  for  the 
women,  who  are  condemned,  by  the  jealoufy 
of  the  men,  to  live  in  imprifonment,  even 
when  on  a  journey. 

A  rich  Jew  merchant,  fettled  at  Retimo, 
quietly  carried  on  his  commerce  there,  by 
virtue  of  a  firman  of  the  Porte,  obtained  for 
him  by  the  French  conful.  As  it  was  his 
interefl  to  keep  well  with  his  fucceffor,  he 
made  great  preparations  to  receive  him.  As 
foon  as  he  knew  we  were  coming,  he  fent 
the  new  conful  a  horfe,  fuperbly  caparifoned, 
and  we  made  a  pompous  entry  into  the  town. 
We  alighted  at  the  merchant's  houfe,  where 
Ave  found  every  conveniency  we  could  defire. 
That    we   might    enjoy   the   coolnefs   of  the 

evening, 


lyo  LETTERS 

evening,  fupper  was  ferved  up  under  a  por- 
tico, open  on  one  fide  to  the  court-yard,  and 
on  the  other,  to  a  garden  full  of  orange- 
trees.  This  was  abfolutely  a  luxurious  ban- 
quet, in  which  our  holl  difplayed  a  generofity, 
and  profufion,  which  I  have  not  often  feen. 
The  firft  courfe  confifled  of  three  roafled  lambs, 
two  of  which  were  fluffed.  Thefe  were  fol- 
lowed by  three  turkeys  :  and  fix  partridges, 
fix  fat  pullets,  fix  pigeons,  and  a  dozen  quails, 
formed  the  third  courfe.  The  table  was  then 
covered  with  fruits,  fweet-meats,  almond  and 
piftachio  tarts,  and  a  variety  of  other  de- 
licacies. A  long  ride  over  lleep  hills  had 
fliarpened  our  appetites,  and  we  did  honour 
to  every  difh  ;  efpecially  as  we  did  not 
want  for  good  wine.  1  here  drank,  for  the 
firfl  time,  the  vin  de  loi  (y),  which  is  but  little 
known  in  France,  though  it  well  deferves  to 
be  fo. 

To  render  the  entertainment   complete,   a 


(y)  The  name  the  French  give  to  a  white  wine  made 
by  the  Jews  at  Retime.  The  grape  grows  on  the  hill- 
fides,  expofed  to  the  hotted  friys  of  the  fun.  This  wine 
excites  a  generous  warmth  in  the  flomach,  and  has  a 
delicate  fragrance  and  flavour,  not  rcfembling  any  of  our 
wines  in  France. 

virtuofo 
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virtuofo  of  the  country  was  fent  for  ;  this 
was  a  Turk,  who  played  on  the  violin  during 
part  of  the  entertainment.  Thefe  men  do  not 
know  a  fmgle  note  of  mufic,  but  play  intirely 
from  memory,  and  often  from  imagination  ; 
and  execute  every  air,  and  every  idea,  which 
may  happen  to  occur.  Sometimes  he  played 
a  feries  of  gay,  lively,  and  light  tunes,  which 
were  very  pleafing;  but  more  frequently,  his 
mournful  and  melancholy  mufic,  imitating  the 
plaintive  accents  of  the  romance,  excited  in 
the  mind  a  more  profound  feeling.  This 
mufical  improvifatori  was,  in  fome  refpeds, 
truly  aftonifhing  ;  his  performance  was  greatly 
varied,  and  fome  of  his  paffages,  which  were 
extremely  tender,  compelled,  if  I  may  ufe  the 
expreflion,  both  the  heart  and  the  ear  to  liften 
to  his  melodious  tones.  He  was  very  cele- 
brated at  Retimo  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
even  at  Paris  he  would  not  have  been  heard 
without  pleafure. 

With  our  hoft's  good  will  we  fhould  have 
pafled  the  night  at  table  ;  but  as  we  were  to 
fet  out  the  next  day,  we  were  fhewn  up  flairs 
at  midnight,  to  very  neat  apartments,  where  we 
found  foft  and  convenient  beds,  which  feemed 

to 
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to  invite  fleep.  The  God  was  lavifh  of  his 
favours,  and  fliedding  his  falutary  balm  ort 
our  wearied  limbs,  infufed  through  us  the 
warmth  of  a  new  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


R 


.ETIMO  is  the  ancient  Rhltymnia  of  Ste- 
phen the  geographer.  Ptolemy  calls  it  Rhi- 
tymna.  It  is  a  handfome  town,  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  a  rich  and  fertile  plain.  It  is  not 
large,  and  fcarcely  contains  fix  thoufand  in- 
habitants. A  citadel,  built  on  a  rock,  which 
projefts  into  the  fea,  would  be  fufîîcient  for 
its  defence,  were  it  not  commanded  by  a 
high  hill,  from  which  it  might  be  battered 
with  artillery.  The  harbour,  which  is  nearly 
choaked  up,  is  only  capable  of  receiving  barks 
and  fmall  veflels.  The  Turks  never  trouble 
themfelves  to  prevent  or  repair  the  ravages  of 
time,  and  behold  with  unconcern  the  moft 
ufeful  works  become  heaps  of  ruins.  Their 
harbours,  therefore,  are  every  where  filling 
up,  and  the  commerce  they  attraded  deferts 
them,  to  feek  more  commodious  fituations. 
The  French  had  formerly  a  vice-conful  ar 
Rctimo,  to  which  place  the  fliips  of  Marfeilles 
came  to  take  in  oil  ;  but,  for  a  long  time  paft, 

T  they 
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they  have  not  been  able  even  to  approach  the 
town,  and  the  government  have  withdrav^ai  an 
officer,  who  now  can  be  of  no  ufe. 

It  is  neverthelefs  much  to  be  wiihed  that  the 
port  of  Retimo  may  be  reflored.     The  plains 
around  it  abound  in  various  produftions  ;  and 
oils,    cotton,    faffron,  and  wax,  are  extremely 
plentiful  ;  all  which  different  branches  of  com- 
merce   would     become    dill   more    extenfive, 
could  the  inhabitants  convey  their  produce  to 
a  foreign  market.     Their  gardens  produce  the 
beft  fruit  in  the  ifland.     Their  pomegrantes, 
ahnonds,    piftachio-nuts,  and  oranges,  are  ex- 
cellent.     Here  we  find   the    apricot-tree  that 
produces   the  ?nich  mlch,  a  fruit  of  an  exquifite 
fragrance,  and  yielding  a  delicious  juice.    It  is  a 
kind  of  alberge,  but  more  mellow  and  fmaller 
than  that  of  France. 

Five  leagues  from  this  town,  an  immenfe 
country  opens  between  the  weflern  extremity  . 
of  Mount  Ida  and  the  firfl  chain  of  the  White 
Mountains.  In  this  large  valley  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Marguarites,  the  mofl  populous  of 
any  in  the  ifland;  which  contains  about  ten 
thoufand  Greeks,  who  cultivate  the  rich  ad- 
joining plains,  and  would  carry  their  oils, 
grain,  and  other  commodities,  to    Retimo,  if 

they 
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they  had  a  harbour.  This  village,  or  rather 
town,  is  about  two  leagues  diftant  from  the 
northern  fea,  and  not  far  from  the  road  to  Can- 
dia.  Clofe  to  it  flows  a  fmall  river,  which  falls 
from  the  mountains  in  cafcades.  The  charm- 
ing temperature,  and  varied  productions  of 
this  beautiful  country,  invited  the  Venetians 
to  fettle  there.  They  had  built  country  houfes 
in  this  diflriâ,  where  they  paifed  a  part  of  the 
year  ;  feveral  of  which  are  Hill  to  be  feen  ; 
but  it  is  with  regret  we  find  them  occupied 
by  ignorant  Greeks,  or  barbarous  Turks. 
Nothing; remains  but  the  ruins  of  thofe  gardens 
which  art  defigned,  and  nature  delighted  in 
decorating  with  a  perpetual  fuccelTion  of  flow- 
ers and  fruits.  The  Greeks  of  Marguarites, 
inflruded,  no  doubt,  by  their  ancient  mailers, 
have  preferved  the  art  of  extraôing  an  agree- 
able liquor  from  the  olive.  In  any  other  part 
of  the  country,  the  thick  and  coarfe  oil  would 
never  fuit  the  '  palate  of  a  Frenchman  accuf- 
tomed  to  that  of  Provence.  The  oil  made 
at  Marguarites,  which  is  manufaftured  with 
more  care,  is  very  good,  and  retains  a  tafle 
of  the  fruit,  and  an  agreeable  flavour.  This 
rich  valley,  and  large  village,  are  the  appenage 
of  the    Sultana    Walida,     who   fends    thither 

T  2  ai; 
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an  officer  to  collect  their  tributes  :  the  Pachas 
of  Retimo  and  Candia  have  here  no  au* 
thority. 

We  quitted  Retimo,  laden  M'ith  prefents 
from  the  Jew  merchant,  who  gave  us  a  ftock 
of  provifions  for  our  journey.  On  leaving 
the  town,  we  had  two  leagues  bad  road,  cut 
out  of  the  rock.  Defcending  from  thefe 
heights,  we  coafted  the  fea-fhore  for  three 
leagues  ;  and,  though  our  horfes  feet  funk  into 
the  fand,  we  got  forward  very  faft.  When 
we  had  gained  the  back  of  the  White  Moun- 
tains, the  point  of  which  forms  to  the  north 
the  promontory  of  Drepanum,  we  were  obliged 
to  keep  continually  climbing  up  deep  rocks, 
and  defcending  into  deep  vallies.  This  was 
a  very  fatiguing  part  of  our  road,  but  we  re, 
frefhcd  ourfelves  on  a  verdant  grafs  plat,  which 
owed  its  freihncfs  to  a  neighbouring  fpring, 
while  the  branches  of  a  few  olive-trees  fhel- 
tered  us  from  the  fun.  We  had  recourfe  to 
the  provifions  of  the  good  Hebrew,  and  did 
not  fpare  them.  We  had  been  informed,  that 
in  a  houfe  to  which  our  guides  were  to 
conduft  us,  the  French  conful  had  prepared 
a  fupper  for  his  fucceifor,  and  this  flattering 
profpeâ:  rendered  us  lavilh  of  our  flock  ;  which 

imprudence 
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imprudence  we    had   afterward   reafon  to   re- 
pent. 

We  now  once  more  cheerfully  momited 
our  horfes,  and  rode  fix  leagues  through 
frightful  roads  :  we  had  forfaken  the  ufual 
route,  wandering,  we  fcarcely  knew  whither, 
among  the  mountains,  and  were  a  hundred 
times  on  the  point  of  falling  head  long  from 
the  precipices.  We  croffed  a  river,  where  our 
horfes  were  almoft  obliged  to  fwim  ;  and,  to 
complete  our  misfortunes,  night  was  coming 
on,  and  we  could  hardly  fee  our  way.  When 
the  darknefs  was  ftill  more  increafed,  we 
were  forced  to  commit  the  care  of  our  lives 
to  the  fagacity  of  the  animals  we  rode  on.  ^ 
At  length,  however,  we  arrived,  at  the  wiflied- 
for  village,  and  entered,  in  high  fpirits,  the 
houfe  where  we  thought  we  were  expefted  ; 
but  the  French  conful,  who  was  old  and  ava- 
ricious, had  not  kept  his  promife,  but,  con- 
trary to  the  received  pradice  of  his  brethren, 
had  totally  forgotten  us  ;  and,  as  the  inha- 
bitants were  all  in  bed,  we  could  get  no  kind 
of  provifions.  After  long  fearch,  however, 
we  did,  at  length,  procure  a  few  olives,  eggs, 
and  fome  very  bad  bread  ;  with  which  ne- 
ceflity   compelled   us   to   be   content.     While 

we 
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we  were  making  this  forry  repaft,  our  tanta- 
lizing memory  continually  upbraided  us  with 
the  ^fupper  of  the  night  before.  In  this  dif- 
agreeable  fituation,  you  may  fuppofe,  the  old 
conful  was  not  without  his  fhare  of  our  bene- 
dictions. We  all  of  us  lay  down  with  our 
boots  and  clothes  on,  on  mats,  the  floor,  or 
wretched  mattrafles,  as  we  could,  and  endea- 
voured to  find,  in  the  enjoyment  of  lleep,  the 
only  remedy  for  our  misfortunes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 

JL  H  E  houfe  where  we  had  pafled  the 
night  was  only  two  leagues  from  Palio  Caflro^ 
fituated  at  the  extremity  of  Cape  Drepa- 
num.  Murtius  (s),  in  his  map  of  ancient 
Crete,  places  here  the  Mufeum,  where  was  de- 
cided the  famous  contefl  between  the  Syrens 
and  the  Mufes  ;  and  lays  down  Aptera  at  a 
little  diftance  from  it  toward  the  mountains. 
Other  authors  have  imagined  that  the  fitu- 
ation  of  that  city  is  pointed  out  by  fome 
ruins  ftill  remaining  at  Palio  Caftro  :  but 
both  thefe  opinions  are  without  foundation  ; 
fmce  Strabo  precifely  afcertains  the  fituation 
of  Aptera,  by  placing  it  at  four  leagues  dif- 
tance from  Cifamus,  which  ferved  it  as  a 
harbour  ;  and  as  the  latter  town  was  at  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  formed  by  the  capes  Spa- 
da  and  Sufa,  upwards  of  twelve  leagues  from 
the   promontory  of  Drepanum,    it   is    impof- 


(-2)  Murtius,  Diflcvtation  on  the  Ifle  of  Crete. 
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fible   that    Aptera   fliould   have   been  fituated 
near  that  Cape. 

The  hardnefs  of  our  beds,  Madam,  not  al- 
lowing us  a  long  fleep,    we  rofe  before  day- 
break, and  fet  out  at  three  in  the  morning. 
We  quitted  our  quarters  without  regret,  and 
thought  only  of  reaching  Canea,    from  which 
we   were   diflant  five  leagues.      At    about    a 
ftiile  and  a  half  from  the  village,    we  had  a 
deep  river  to  crofs,  and  it  was  (till  quite  dark, 
but  our  guides  taking  the  lead,    we  followed 
them.      To  regain  the  great  road  which  we 
had  left  the  day  before,  we  traverfed  a  hilly 
country,    where  fcarcely    any    thing    like    a 
beaten    path    was    to    be    found.      We   fol- 
lowed each   other  in  a  line,  and  very  llowly. 
The  darknefs  caufed  the  hills   to  feem  to  us 
of  a  dreadful  height,    and  a  valley   had  the 
appearance   of  an  abyfs.      But  thefe  illufions 
were  prefently  diffipated.      Day-light    appear- 
ed,   and     we    began    to    diftinguiih    objeds, 
and  foon  after  the  fun  rofe   above  the  moun- 
tains.     The  fight    of  that   glorious  luminary 
awakened    our    drowfy   fenfes,    and    difpelled 
the    phantoms    of    night.       His     refplendent 
beams  now  enlightened  the    cliffs  of  a  rock, 

and 
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and  now  gilded  the  foliage  of  the  trees  on 
the  hills,  or  the  fummit  of  a  tower.  By 
degrees  the  whole  plain  received  his  rays,  and 
the  magnificent  fcenery  of  nature  was  fully 
difplayed.  In  this  glorious  moment,  how  is 
man  reanimated  to  new  enjoyment,  while  he 
contemplates,  in  delightful  ecflafy,  the  wonders 
of  creation  !  The  pleafure  produced  by  the 
fight  of  the  rifing  fun,  is  univerfal,  and  ex- 
tends to  every  creature  ;  the  birds  fill  the 
air  with  their  melody  ;  the  cattle  low  in  the 
plain  ;  the  bleating  lambs  fport  around  their 
mothers  ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  waters  play 
upon  the  furface  ;  and  all  animals  exprefs,  in 
their  peculiar  manner,  the  lively  joy  they  feel. 
When  we  had  reached  the  main  road,  we 
difcovered  the  bay  of  La  Sude,  and  the  caftle 
which  defends  the  entrance  ;  w^hile  beyond 
it  appeared  the  craggy  rocks  of  Cape  Melee. 
We  defcended  into  the  plain  that  leads  to 
Canea,  and  a  league  from  that  town  the 
vice-coniul  came  to  receive  us.  A  beautiful 
horfe,  richly  caparifoned,  was  brought  for 
the  new  conful  ;  and  ranging  ourfelves  in 
two  lines,  we  entered  the  walls  of  the  ancient 
Cydon.  The  Turks,  as  a  token  of  rejoic- 
ing, poured  coffee  under  the  feet  of  our  horfes. 

We 
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We  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  Confular-houfe, 
and  thus  terminated  our  journey,  in  which 
we  had  vifited  the  moil  curious  places  in  the 
ifland.  I  have  fmce  feen  many  others  that 
merit  particular  defcriptions,  and  which  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  defcribe  to  you  in  the 
courfe  of  the  following   letters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER      XXIX. 
To  M.  L.  M. 


T 


HE  city  of  Canea,  Madam,  is  the  ancient 
Cydon,  or  Cydonia.  Strabo  points  out  pre- 
cifely  its  fituation  (a).  "  Cydonia,'*  fays  he, 
"  is  feated  on  the  fea  fhore,  on  the  fide  oppo- 
"  fite  to  Laconia."  Diodorus  agrees  with 
this  geographer,  in  the  pofition  he  affigns  to 
the  cities  built  by  the  ancient  Minos  (b). 
"  CnofTus  is  fituated  on  the  fide  oppofite  Afia. 
"  Phasflus  on  the  fouthern  fhore,  and  Cydon 
*'  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  facing  Pelopon- 
"  nefus."  This  correfponds  exactly  with  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Canea;  and  Geography 
informs  us  of  no  other  confiderable  town  on 
that  fide.  The  Cydonians  pofleffed  an  ex- 
cellent harbour,  which  they  fhut  in  with  a 
chain  ;  and  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Canea 
is  extremely  narrow,   and  confequently  would 


(a)  Strabo,  lib.  x.  '' 

fhj  Diodorus,  lib.  x. 
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be  very  eafy  to  defend  by  fuch  a  contri- 
vance. 

The  origin  of  Cydon  is  uncertain  {c). 
Stephen  of  Byzantium  fays,  "  it  was  firil 
"  called  Apollonia,  becaufe  Cydon  was  the 
"  fon  of  Apollo.'*  (d)  Paufanias  attributes 
its  foundation  to  Cydon,  fon  of  Tegetes,  who 
paffed  into  Crete,  (i)  Herodotus  afferts,  that 
it  was  built  by  the  Samians,  and  that  they 
erected  the  temples  it  contained.  (/)  Alex- 
ander, in  the  firil;  book  of  the  Cretans,  fays, 
it  received  its  name  from  Cydon,  fon  of 
Mercury.  You  perceive,  Madam,  that  this 
diverfity  of  opinions  precludes  all  certainty  ; 
yet  may  it  not  be  wholly  unimportant  to  en- 
deavour to  afcertain,  with  precifion,  the  foun- 
der of  this  city. 

We  know  that  Cydon  was  poffefled  of  great 
power  (^),  and  fuccefsfuHy  carried  on  a  war 
againft  the  combined  arms  of  the  Cnoffians 
and    Gortynians.      (Jj)  This  was  the    largcft 

(c)  Stephen  Byzant. 

(d)  Paufanias  in  Arcadicis. 
(f)  Hcrodot.  lib.  iii. 

(f)   Scholiad.   in  Apollonium,   lib.  iv. 

is)  Liv, 

[kj  F*hranzes,  lib.  i.  cap.    36, 

city 
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city  in  the  ifland,  and  inclined  the  fcale  in 
favour  of  the  party  whofe  caufe  it  efpoufed. 
It  fuftained  feveral  celebrated  ficges  (z).  Pha» 
lecus,  prince  of  the  Phocians,  pafling  into 
Crete  with  a  fleet  and  a  numerous  army, 
befieged  it  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  loft  be- 
fore its  walls  his  army  and  his  life.  Me- 
tellus,  having  fubjugated  the  ifland,  turned  all 
his  forces  againll  Cydon  ;  and,  after  a  very 
vigorous  refiftance,  at  length  rendered  it 
fubjeft  to  the   Romans. 

Cydon  was  built  on  the  fcite  of  the  mo- 
dern Canea,  and  extended  half  a  league  be- 
yond it,  on  the  fide  of  St.  Odero,  where  we 
{till  fee,  on  the  fea  fliore,  remains  of  ancient 
walls  of  a  very  folid  conftrudion.  Canea, 
built  by  the  Venetians,  is  only  two  miles  in 
circumference.  It  is  furrounded  on  the  land- 
fide  by  a  fimpie  range  of  walls  of  great  thick- 
nefs,  and  defended  by  a  deep  and  wide  ditch, 
cut  out  of  the  rock.  By  deepening  it  a  lit- 
tle more,  the  fea  might  be  made  to  flow 
round  its  ramparts,  on  which  cavaliers  are 
raifed,   the   better  to  command  the  plain.     It 


(/)  Pnufanias  in    Phocicis. 

has 
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has  but  one  gate,  that  of  Retimo,  covered 
with  a  half-moon,  which  is  the  only  out- 
work. The  town  is  better  defended  toward 
the  fea.  On  the  left  of  the  harbour  are  four 
batteries,  one  above  the  other,  mounted  with 
heavy  brals  cannon,  on  which  are  the  arms 
of  Venice.  The  hrlt  of  them  is  on  a  level 
Avith  the  water,  'ilie  right  fide  is  defended 
only  by  a  great  wail,  built  on  a  ridge  of  low 
rocks,  which  are  dangerous  to  approach.  At 
the  extremity  is  an  old  ruinous  caftle  ; 
below  which  the  Venetians  had  ereâed 
fuperb  arfenals  roofed  with  ftone.  Each  of 
thefe  vaults  has  fufficient  length,  height, 
and  width,  to  admit  the  building  of  a  fliip 
of  the  line.  The  ground  here  has  a  declivity  ; 
and  the  extremity  of  thefe  noble  arfenals  is 
on  a  level  with  the  fea,  fo  that  nothing  was 
more  eafy  than  to  launch  their  veifels.  The 
Turks  fuffer  this  magnihcent  work  to  go  to 
ruin. 

The  town  of  Canea  is  well  laid  out  ;  the 
principal  ftreets  are  as  ftraight  as  a  line,  and 
the  fquares  are  decorated  with  fountains.  It 
poffeifes  no  remarkable  ediÇces.  The  greatell 
part  of  the  houfes  have  only  one  ftory,  and 
are    built    wiih    terraces  :    thofe    which     are 

round 
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round  the  harbour,  are  ornamented  with  gal- 
leries, which  afford  a  mofl  charming  profpeft. 
From  the  windows  we  may  difcover  the 
great  bay  formed  by  the  capes  Melee  and 
Spada,  with  all  the  veffels  entering  or  leav- 
ing the  port.  The  harbour  admits  (hips  of 
two  hundred  tons  burthen  ;  and,  if  deepened, 
would  afford  good  anchorage  to  the  largefl 
frigates.  The  entrance  is  expofed  to  the  vio- 
lent north  winds,  which  fometimes  drive  the 
waves  over  the  ramparts  ;  but  as  it  is  nar- 
row, and  the  bottom  good,  veffels  well  moored 
are  in  no  danger. 

Canea  contained  five  or  fix  thoufand  inha- 
bitants when  Tournefort  travelled  in  Crete; 
but  fince  the  ports  of  Gira  Petra,  Candia,  and 
Retimo  have  been  choaked  up,  the  merchants 
have  retired  to  Canea,  which,  it  is  eftimated, 
now  contains  about  fixteen  thoufand  fouls. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER       XXX. 


To  M.  L,  M. 

J[  HE  Turks  who  inhabit  Candia,  Ma- 
dam, are  not  fo  implicitly  fubmillive  to  the 
orders  of  the  Grand  Signior  as  thofe  of  the 
other  provinces  of  the  empire.  We  are  ahnoft 
tempted  to  believe  that  the  air  they  breathe 
infpires  them  with  a  republican  fpirit  :  they 
mutually  fupport  each  other  againft  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Pachas,  and  refufe  to  bow 
their  necks  to  the  yoke  of  defpotifm.  In- 
rolled  as  janiflaries  at  their  birth,  they  compofe 
the  principal  foldiery  of  the  ifland,  and  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  drive  them  to  revolt. 
When  their  governors  have  been  guilty  of 
oppreflion,  they  have  been  known  to  have 
recourfe  to  arms,  and  demand  vengeance.  Of 
this  we  have  juft  feen  a  remarkable  example  : 
the  Pacha  of  Canea  had  a  kind  of  deputy,  who, 
like  the  reft  of  thofe  in  office,  made  ufe  of 
J  every 
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every   means   to   amafs   wealth,  and  drew  on 
hinifelf  the    deteftation   of  the  people.      The 
Greeks  did  not  dare  to  murmur,  but  fubmitted 
in   filence   to   be  the   victims  of   his    injuftice. 
The  Turks  were  not  fo  patient  ;  they  brought 
their  complaints   before  the  governor,  and  in- 
formed him  of  the  tyranny  and   extortions  of 
his  miniller  ;  but   either  becaufe  he  had  a  real 
friendfhip   for    him,    or    was    a    fharer    in   his 
plunder,  he   would  not   liften  to  them  ;   when 
on  a  fudden,  on  the  6th  of  January,  we  heard 
a  great  tumult  in  the  town.     'J'he   janiffaries 
ran  through  the  ftreets  fabre  in  hand,  crying, 
To    arms  !     And    as,    in     fuch    cir(  umilances, 
foreigners    are    always    in    danger    from    a    li- 
centious   populace,     we    kept    ourfelves     flmt 
up   in   the  confular-houfe,    waiting  the    event. 
The  houfe    of   the    officer    of    the    Pacha, 
which  was  a  fpacious  building  lately  iiniilied, 
was  oppofite  to  ours,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
harbour.       This   was   prefently  filled  with    up- 
wards of   live   hundred   perfons,   pillaging   and 
deftroying  every  thing  that  fell   in  their  wav. 
Some   tore   out   the  fafhes,    and    threw    them 
upon  the   quay  :   others    mounted    on   the  ter- 
races,   broke  down   the  parapets  ;    while  fome 
were   returnim^    loaded    with    furniture.      A 

U  great 
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great  number  of  them  were  diligently  fearching 
to  difcover  the  objeft  of  public  hatred  ;  and  in 
lefs  than  two  hours  the  whole  houfe  was  emptied, 
and  half  demoliflied. 

An  enraged  multitude  always  proceeds  to 
excèdes,  which  no  one  can  fbrefee.  The  fol- 
diers  took  poflefTion  of  a  high  fort  which 
commands  the  town,  whence  they  could 
thunder  on  the  caille  of  the  Pacha,  againft 
which  they  pointed  feveral  heavy  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  af"ter  leaving  a  guard  at  tiiis 
poll,  proceeded  in  a  body  to  demand  juftice, 
relolved,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  bury  their 
governor  under  the  ruins  ot  his  palace.  The 
whole  town  followed  with  dreadful  IKours, 
which,  reaching  the  ears  of  the  Pacha,  a^  ho  was 
an  old  warrior,  rendered  refpeftable  by  ma- 
ny gallant  actions,  he  had  himfelf  conveyed 
in  an  arm-chair  into  the  middle  of  his  court- 
yard ;  and  when  he  faw  the  Itorm  approach- 
ing, and  that  the  furious  populace  were  pre- 
paring to  break  down  the  gates,  ordered  them 
inllantly  to  be  thrown  open.  At  the  fight 
of  this  venerable  old  man,  who  had  a  lono- 
white  beard,  the  mutineers  were  It  ruck  filent, 
and  the  mod  daring  among  them  feemed 
motionlefs     wiili     aftoninimciit.       At    leno-th. 
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none  venturing  to  fpeak,  "  Well,  my  good 
"  people,'*  faid  the  governor,  "  what  do 
*'  you  aik  of  me  ?"  They  all  cried  out, 
"  We  muft  have  the  head  of  your  deputy." 
"He  is  fled,"  replied  the  Pacha;  "  but  if 
**  you  find  him,  I  abandon  him  to  your  ven- 
"  geance  ;  return  to  your  duty,  lay  down 
"  your  arms,  and  let  every  man  go  peace- 
"  ably  home."  This  firmnefs  awed  even  the 
moft  riotous  ;  and  a  rebellion,  which  might 
have  had  fatal  confequences,  was  appeafed 
in  an  inflant,  by  the  courage  and  prudence 
of  a  fmgle  man.  Ele  had  however  concealed 
his  favourite,  and,  in  the  night,  fent  him  oii 
board  a  fliip,  which  immediately  fet  fail  for 
Conflantinople.  After  his  departure,  things 
returned  to  their  ufual  channel,  and  peace 
was  once  more  reflored  within  the  walls  of 
Canea.  This  revolt  had  occafioned  us  no 
little  uneafmefs  ;  for  had  the  inhabitants  pro- 
ceeded to  extremities  with  their  governor, 
they  would  not  have  fpared  the  French  mer- 
chants,  and  the  lofs  of  property  would  have 
been  the  leaft  of  their  misfortunes. 

Some  time  after,  we  were  witnefles  to  ano- 
ther fcene,  lefs  alarming,  indeed,    but   which 
will  enable  you  to  form  an  idea  of  the  man- 
11  ?.  ner 
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ner  in  which  the  Greeks  are  treated  in  this 
country.  They  arc  not  permitted  to  en- 
ter a  town  on  horfeback.  This  honour 
is  referved  to  their  archbifhop,  and  Europe- 
ans. The  biftiop  of  Canea  attempted  to  brave 
this  tyrannical  law  ;  and  one  evening  re- 
turning from  the  country,  with  feveral  Monks, 
did  not  difmount  ;  but,  paffing  the  guards, 
galloped  on  to  his  houfe.  The  janiflaries,  Ita- 
tioned  at  the  gate,  confidered  this  aètion  as 
an  infult.  The  next  day,  they  related  to 
their  companions  the  affront  put  upon  the  True 
Believers,  and  came  to  the  refolution  to  burn 
both  the  bifhop  and  his  priefts.  They  im- 
mediately procured  combuftibles,  which  they 
carried  to  his  houfe,  uttering  a  thoufand 
imprecations  ;  and  thefe  unhappy  ecclefi- 
aflics  were  on  the  point  of  fuffering  a  cruel 
death,  when  the  Pacha^  apprized  in  time, 
diverted  the  rage  of  the  multitude,  by  iffu- 
ing  a  firman,  proclaimed  through  all  the 
ftreets  of  the  town,  by  which  every  Greek, 
of  whatfoever  condition,  was  forbidden  to 
fleep  within  the  walls  of  Canea.  This  or- 
der was  rigoroufly  obeyed,  and  every  evening 
thefe  wretched  flaves  were  to  be  feen  igno- 
minioufly  dealing  out  of  the  gate  of  Retimo, 

to 
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to  feek  an  afylum  in  the  neighbouring 
country.  The  working-men  and  the  poor, 
unable  to  hire  apartments,  were  obhged  to 
take  fhelter  in  the  crevices  of  rocks,  or 
lay  under  trees  on  the  bare  ground.  The 
women  were  not  included  in  this  prohibi- 
tion, but  were  permitted  to  remain  in  their 
houfes  ;  an  exception  wliich  does  great 
honour  to  Turkifh  gallantry,  but  which  fur- 
nilhed  a  fubjed;  for  many  witticifms.  How- 
ever, when  this  nightly  exile  had  continu- 
ed two  months,  the  hufbands  began  to""  talk 
of  making  their  peace  ;  and  as  money  here 
is  the  remedy  tor  every  evil,  they  joined 
their  purfes,  and  having  raifed  a  large  fum, 
obtained  a  revocation  of  the  order,  after  paying 
very  dearly  for  the  pride  of  their  bifhop. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 
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LETTER     XXXL 


To  M.  L.  yi. 

When  wc  iravel  through  differ- 
ent countries.  Madam ^  or  even  through  dif- 
tant  provinces  of  the  fame  kingdom,  the 
change  of  air  is  perceived  by  us  in  a  very 
fenfible  manner.  This  impreilion  indeed  is 
greater  or  lefs,  according  to  the  greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  fenfibility  of  every  individual  ; 
nor  does  it  wholly  depend  on  the  accidental 
circumilances  of  cold  or  heat.  We  feel,  in 
refpiring  the  vital  element,  an  odour,  a  tafte, 
a  favour,  which  vary  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  varieties  of  climates  and  fea- 
fons.  Thefe  fenfations  produce  pleafure,  or 
an  uncomfortable  feeling,  as  they  are  fuit- 
able  or  contrary  to  the  aclual  Itate  of  our 
conftitution  ;  nor  are  we  to  efteem  this  extra- 
ordinary: the  exhalations  from  the  earth, 
waters,    plants  and  flowers,   incorporate  with 

the 
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the  atmofphere,  and  coinpofe  the  air  we 
breathe.  Every  man  of  underftanding,  there- 
fore, who  has  any  regard  for  his  health, 
ouP"ht  not  to  be  indifferent  conceniinjr  the 
choice  of  his  habitation,  lince  on  it,  in  a 
great  meafure,  depends  the  prefervation  of  that 
moll  valuable  blefiing. 

The  inflant  I  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Alex- 
andria, I  inhaled  a  hery  air,  with  which 
I  was  nearly  fuffocated  ;  I  felt  a  moifl  and 
debilitating  heat,  which  rendered  me  languid, 
and  deprived  me  of  all  jflrength  of  body,  or 
vigour  of  mind.  I  concluded  it  was  im- 
poiTible  I  could  live  in  fuch  a  country  ;  but 
a  copious  perfpiration  prefently  taking  place, 
the  violent  heat  of  my  blood  di^minifhed,  and  I 
foon  found  myfelf  greatly  relieved. 

In  the  beginning  of  fpring,  when  the 
orange-trees  round  Damietta  were  in  flower, 
and  filled  the  atmofphere  with  their  fragrance  ; 
when  heat,  as  yet  only  moderate,  left  the 
body  in  poiTeffion  of  its  energy  and  aâivity, 
I  tailed,  in  the  moft  lively  manner,  the  charms 
of  fo  delicious  a  temperature,  breathed  with 
rapture  a  frelli  and  perfumed  air,  and  every 
pulfation  of  the  heart  was  an  enjoyment.  This 

pleafure. 
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pleafure,  though  every  moment  repeated, 
never  produced  fatiety. 

In  the  lame  places,  when,  in  the  month  of 
July,  the  hufbandman  had  turned  up  the  mud 
of  the  morafles  to  plant  his  rice,  the  atmofphere 
became  loaded  with  exhalations  which  op- 
preffed  the  bread,  and  obftructed  refpiration. 
The  faces  of  the  inhabitants  were  difcoloured  ; 
ficknefs  became  general  ;  and  had  not  the 
northerly  winds,  which  prevail  at  that  feafon, 
chafed  away  the  malignant  vapours,  and  the 
earth  been  very  foon  covered  with  harvefts, 
the  moil  violent  difliempers  would,  no  doubt, 
have  enfued. 

In  fad,  fo  large  a  river  as  the  Nile  flowing 
through,  and  periodically  inundating  Egypt, 
cannot  but  render  the  air  humid,  which  hu- 
midity moderates  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
renders  the  country  habitable.  The  air 
there  is  very  falutary  to  the  lungs  ;  diforders 
of  the   breaft   are   unknown  (k)  ;    and    Galen, 

who 


('I- J  Î  h.iYe  find,  tliat  yfHimatic  diforders  are  not  known 
in  Egypt.  This  is  true  with  lufpcet  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  pcrfons  coming  from  Europe,  Afia,  and  the  northern 
coafts  of  Africa  ;.  but  the  Abyflinians,  and  Nubians,  who 
iir.habit  a- much    hotter  eluPiatc,     become    fonieiimes   afih- 

matic 
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who  fludied  at  Alexandria,  and  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  climate,  fent 
thither  all  his  patients  with  pulmonary  com- 
plaints, and  they  commonly  found  the  cure 
they  fought. 

Among  all  the  countries,  in  which  I  have 
refided,  there  is  none  wbofe  temperature  is 
fo  healthy,  and  fo  agreeable,  as  that  of  Crete- 
The  heats  there  are  not  exceliive  ;  and  violent 
cold  is  abiolutely  unknown  in  the  plains.  By 
the  obfervations  which  I  made  at  Canêa, 
during  a  whole  year,  I  found  that,  from  the 
month  of  March  to  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, the  thermometer  only  varied  from 
20  to  27  degrees  (of  Reaumur's  fcale  (/)  ) 
above  the  freezing  point.  This  variation  is 
not  confiderable  ;  befides  that,  in  the  hotted 
days  of  fummer,  the  atmofpbere  wa«  refrelhed 
by  the  fea-breeze§.  The  winter,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  begins  only  in  December,  and  ends  in 
January-  During  this  Ihort  feafon,  fnow 
never  falls  in  the  plain,  and  rarely  do  you 
lee   the    furface    of    the    water    frozen.     The: 

malic  at  Grand  Cairo,  lliefe  faâs  have  been  certifie^ 
to  me  by  pliylicians  who  have  refuled  forty  years  in  the 
«ountry. 

(/)   From   77  TO   93   of   Fahrenheit. 
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weather  is  more  commonly  as  fine  as  in  the 
beginning  of  June  in  Fiance.  The  name  oi: 
winter  is  given  to  thefe  two  months,  from 
the  heavy  rains,  the  cloudy  fky,  and  very 
violent  north  winds,  which  happen  at  this 
time  of  the  year  ;  but  thefe  rains  are  highly 
ufjful  to  agriculture,  fnice  the  winds  drive 
the  clouds  towards  the  high  mountains,  where 
the  reiervoirs  of  v/ater  are  formed  by  nature 
to  fertilize  the  country,  and  the  inhabitant 
of  the  plain  fullers  nothing  from  thefe  tran- 
iient  variations. 

No  Sooner  is  the  month  of  February  pad:, 
than  the  earth  is  adorned  with  flowers  and 
harvefts.  The  relt  of  the  year  is  almoft  one 
continued  line  day.  We  never  experience, 
as  in  France,  thofe  cruel  returns  of  piercing 
cold,  which,  coining  fuddenly  after  the  heats, 
nip  the  opening  flowers,  deflroy  the  fruits  of 
the  year,  and  are  fo  prejudicial  to  delicate 
conilitutions.  The  iky  is  continually  bright 
and  ferene,  and  the  winds  are  mild  and  tem- 
perate.  The  glorious  luminary  of  day  runs 
his  majellic  courfe  through  the  azure  vault, 
and  ripens  the  luxuriant  fruits  of  the  hilh 
and  plains.  Nor  are  the  nights  lefs  beautiful  r 
a  delicious  coolncfs  then  prevails,  and  the  air, 

lefs 
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lefs  charged  with  vapours  than  with  us,  dif- 
covers  a  greater  number  of  ihvrs  to  the  ob- 
ferver.  The  blue  vault  of  heaven  fparkles 
with  gold,  diamonds,  and  rubies,  which  feem; 
to  dart  forth  brighter  fires.  Nothing  can  be 
more  magnificent  than  this  fpectacle,  which 
the  Cretans  enjoy  for  ten  months  of  the  year. 

To  the  charms  of  fo  delightful  a  climate,  are, 
added  other  advantages  which  enhance  their 
value.  The  illand  of  Crete  has  hardly  any 
marlhes.  The  waters  there  are  never  ftag- 
nant,  but,  flowing  from  the  fummits  of 
the  mountains  in  innumerable  flreams,  form 
delightful  fountains,  or  fmall  rivers,  which: 
lofe  themfelves  in  the  fea.  The  elevation  of5 
the  ground,  whence  they  take  their  rife,  caufes 
them  to  have  a  rapid  courfe,  and  they  form 
neither  lakes  nor  ponds.  For  this  reafon,  in- 
fects cannot  depofit  their  eggs  in  them,  which 
would  be  carried  to  the  fea  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  not  tormented,  as  in  Egypt,  with 
thofe  clouds  of  gnats  that  fill  the  houfes,  and 
of  which  the  fling  is  fo  painful.  For  the 
fame  reafon,  alfo,  the  air  is  not  loaded  with 
thofe  dangerous  vapours  which  rife  from  the 
marfhes  in  wet  countries. 

The   hills,  and  rifuig  groimds,    are  clothed 

with 
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with  various  fpecies  of  thyme  (;//),  favour)^, 
ferpolet,  odoriferous  rock-rofes,  and  a  variety 
of  balfamic  plants.  Myrtles  and  laurel  rofes 
border  the  rivulets  which  meander  through 
the  vallies.  On  every  fide  the  country 
prefents  you  with  groves  of  orange,  lemon, 
and  almond  trees.  The  Arabian  jeffamine 
blooms  in  the  gardens,  which  in  the  fpring 
are  decorated  with  beds  of  violets.  Vaft  fields 
are  covered  with  faffron  ;  wild  dittany,  which 
has  a  very  fragrant  fmell,  lines  the  crevices 
of  the  rocks  :  in  a  word,  the  mountains, 
valleys,  and  plains,  exhale  on  all  fides  aro- 
matic odours,  which  perfume  the  air,  and 
render  it  delicious  to  refpire.  Clouds,  ice, 
and  fnow,  are  affiicling  objeds,  which  throw 
a  mournful  veil  over  the  face  of  nature  ;  thev 
prelent  to  the  eye  gloomy  images,  and  excite 
in  the  mind  melancholy  retlexions,  and  pain- 
ful feelings  in  the  heart.  Nay,  not  unfre^ 
quently,  they  are  injurious  to  health,  and  pro- 
duce  a  general  indiipofition.  But  a  clear  fky 
has  an  effcd  the  very  reverfe.  The  fight  of 
an  unclouded  fun  iufpires  man  with  joy.     Hi* 

(w)  We  find  ill  the  ifland  of  Crete  three  fotts  c"  thvrae, 
one  witli  a  white  ilower,  the  other  red,  and  the  third 
blue.     Ali  of  thtm  «re  very  odoriferous* 

genial 
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genial  warmth  revives  him,  and  infufes  that 
lively  cheerfulnefs,  which  fprings  from  the 
confcious  feeling  of  the  happinefs  he  enjoys. 
In  this  ftate  of  mind  every  objeâ:  acquires 
new  beauty.  He  contemplates  with  more 
pleafure  the  luxuriance  of  the  harvefts,  and 
admires  with  greater  enthufiafm  the  beauteous 
tints  of  the  flowers  ;  he  finds  a  double  fweet- 
nefs  in  their  perfumes  ;  and,  delighted  with 
his  own  exiftence,  feems  to  communicate,  to 
every  thing  around  him,  the  happinefs  he 
enjoys.  The  youth  begins  to  be  animated 
with  a  new  life,  and  feels  himfelf  foftly  at- 
tracted towards  another  felf  ;  his  heart  palpi- 
tates with  inquietude  and  delight,  and  the 
tender  pafiion  of  love  fires  all  his  fenfes. 
While  the  aged  man,  now  fafe  in  the  har- 
bour, recolleds  the  tumultuous  ftruo-o-Ies  of 
his  younger  days,  and  feeling  himfelf  revived 
by  a  fudden  warmth,  would  be  ready  to  en- 
counter them  anew,  did  not  prudence  and 
nature  foon  calm  the  temporary  cfferveicence 
of  his    pafiions. 

In  thefe  countries.  Madam,  we  are  more 
fenfible  of  the  truth  of  fuch  reflexions,  h  is 
certain,  that  in  this  "  delightful  climate  man 
is  lefs    fubjecl    to  difeafes,   enjoys  more  pîea- 

fures. 
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fures,  and  has  infinitely  more  means  of  being 
happy  than  in  the  northern  regions,  where 
the  cold  is  extreme  ;  or  even  in  our  climates, 
where  the  winter,  though  not  fo  long,  is  Ibme- 
times  very  I'evere. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 


L  E  1'. 
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To  M.  I..  M. 

HE  beauty  of  man,  Madam,  his  powers, 
;ui(l  his  health,  depend,  in  general,  on  the 
climate  he  inhabits,  his  food,  and  the  nature 
ol  his  occupations.  In  Crete,  the  Turk,  who 
is  not  tormented  by  ambition,  or  the  thirfh 
of  wcakh,  whofe  mind  is  never  occupied  by 
the  chimeras  of  intrigue,  who  knows  not 
envy,  which  debafes  the  fotd,  nor  exhaufts 
himfelf  in  the  purfuit  of  the  fciences,  to  which 
we  too  often  facrilice  our  health  ;  the  Turk, 
I  fay,  who  lives  on  wholefome  and  (impie 
aliments,  and  paffes  his  days  amid  the  flowery? 
fields  he  cultivates,  and  in  the  bofom  of  his 
family  who  obey  and  revere  him,  grows  and 
riles  into  a  ColoOlis.  The  falubrity  of  the  air 
he  brenihos,  the  fweet  temperature  he  enjoys, 
the  delightful  fcenes  perpetually  before  his 
cvfs,  and  the  peaceful  life  he  leads,  all  con- 
tribuLe  to  itrengthen  his  body,  and  preferve 
hii  vigour  even  beneath  the  fnows .  of  age. 
Hidur    the  fcujptor,   devoted    to  his  art,  and 

emulating 
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emulating  the  ancients,  fhould  come  in  fearch 
of  models.  He  would  fee  young  men  of  eigh- 
teen or  twenty,  five  feet  fix,  or  eight  inches 
high  (ji),  who  pollefs  all  the  graces  peculiar 
to  their  time  of  life.  Their  mufcles  have  dill 
a  little  plumpnels,  which  will  foon  affume  a 
bolder  character  ;  their  cheeks,  gracefully 
rounded,  difplay  an  animated  carnation,  and 
their  eyes  are  full  of  fire  ;  their  chin  is 
covered  with  a  light  down,  never  violated  by 
the  razor  ;  their  air  is  full  of  grace  and  dig- 
nity ;  and  their  whole  carriage,  and  every 
geflure,  befpeaks  health  and  vigour. 
'  In  men  arrived  at  maturity,  the  features 
and  outlines  are  more  developed.  Their  legs 
are  naked  ;  and  when  their  robes  are  lifted 
up,  the  mufcles  appear  boldly  prominent  : 
their  arms  exhibit  thofe  figns  of  flrength 
which  were  vifible  in  thofe  of  the  ancient 
Athletas  :  their  fhoulders  are  broad,  their  chefls 
full,  and  their  necks,  never  flraightened  by 
the  ligatures,  which,  from  infancy,  confine 
thofe  of  the  Europeans,  retain  all  the  beauti- 
ful proportions  aiiigned  to  that  part  by  na- 
ture :  no'  tight  breeches,  or  garters,  bind 
their  legs  below  the  knee  ;  that  part  of  their 

(/;)  About  fix   fee:  Erglilh. 
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leg,  therefore,  is  never  diftorted  or  contraaed, 
nor  is  the  knee  too  prominent.  In  a  word, 
all  their  limbs,  unaccuftomed  to  the  fetters 
which  confine  our  motions,  and  which  habit 
alone  could  render  fupportable,  preferve  their 
natural  form,  and  that  admirable  fymmetry 
which  conflitutes  male  beauty.  When  they 
Hand  erecl,  all  parts  of  the  body  properly 
fupport  each  other.  When  they  walk,  they 
move  with  an  air  of  dignity,  and  bodily 
ftrength  and  firmnefs  of  mind  difplay  them- 
felves  in  every  gefture.  Their  majeftic  eye 
announces  that  they  are  accuflomed  to  com- 
mand. Pride  and  feverity  may  fometimes  be 
apparent  in  their  looks,   but  meannefs  never. 

The  Mahometans,  who  inhabit  the  ifland 
of  Crete,  are  fuch.  Madam,  as  I  have  here 
pourtrayed  them.  They  are,  in  general,  from 
five  feet  and  a  half  to  fix  feet  hii^h  (0).  They 
refemble  the  ancient  ilatues  ;  and,  in  fad,  fuch 
were  the  men  the  artifts  of  antiquity  took  for 
their  models.  It  is  not,  therefore,  wonderful 
they  fliould  have  furpaffed  us,  having  a  more 
beautiful  nature   from  which    to  copy.      One 

(0)  French  meafure,  anfwering  to  from  five  feet  eleven 
inchçs  to  fix  feet  five  Engliih. 

X  day, 
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day,  as  I  was  walking  with  an  officer  in  the 
environs  of  Canea,  he  exclaimed,  at  the  fight 
of  every  Turk  that  pafled.  Oh  !  were  I  only 
permitted  to  choofe  here  feven  hundred  men, 
I  fliould  have  the  fineft  regiment  in  France  ! 

In   a  country   where   the  men    are    fo    re- 
markable for  bodily    ftrength  and    dignity  of 
afpeû,  you  may  juftly  conclude,  Madam,  that 
the  women  cannot  be  wanting  in  beaut\'  and 
the  graces.     Their  drefs  does   not  prevent  the 
growth  of  any  part   of  the  body,  but  is   ac- 
commodated   to   thofe    admirable   proportions 
with  which  the  Creator  has  decorated  the  moft 
lovely  of  his  works.     All    are  not  handfome  ; 
all  do  not  poflefs  charms  ;  but  fome  of  them 
are  extremely    beautiful,    particularly    among 
the   Turks.      In    general,   the  Cretan  women 
have  a  luxuriant   bofom  ;    a  neck  gracefully 
rounded  ;    black    eyes  full    of   fire  ;    a   fmall 
mouth  ;    a    nofe    perfeâly    well    made,    and 
cheeks   which    health  tinges    with    the  foftell 
Vermillion.     But  the  oval  of  their  faces  is  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  women  of  Europe,  and 
ihe  character  ol    their   beauty    is   peculiar  to 
their  nation.     I    will   not   attempt    a   parallel 
between  the  two.     Whatever  is  beautiful  de- 
ferves  our  homage,  though  delicacy  of  fenti- 

ment 
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ment  fhould   ultimately  fix  the  tafte  of  a  man 
of  juft  feeling. 

During  the  firfl  year  or  two  of  my  travels 
in  the  eaflern  countries,  accufhomed  as  I  had 
been  to  the  elegant  head-drefs  of  the  ladies 
of  France,  their  curls,  and  different  coloured 
powder,  I  could  not  endure  the  black  hair  of 
the  oriental  women,  and  their  drefs  feemed  to 
me  to  give  them  a  harfh  and  forbidding  air. 
So  difficult  is  it  for  reafon  to  difengage  itfelf 
from  the  fetters  of  habit,  that  I  long  conti-- 
nued  the  Have  of  this  prejudice.  But,  after 
more  mature  reflection,  their  long  black  locks, 
artificially  plaited,  M'ithout  either  powder  or 
pomatum,  and  which  neither  fpoil  their  drefs, 
nor  foil  the  furniture  of  their  apartments,  ap- 
peared to  me  well  calculated  to  heighten  their 
beauty.  Their  ebon  colour  feemed  to  give 
more  luftre  to  the  fairnefs  of  their  complexions, 
and  the  glow  of  their  cheeks.  The  rofe- 
water,  with  which  they  wafh  their  hair,  ex- 
haled an  agreeable  perfume  ;  and  I  was  de- 
lighted with  the  natural  beauty  of  their  trèfles. 
I  then  changed  my  opinion,  and  could  not 
help  wifhing  the  European  women  would  not 
fpoil  one  of  their  mofl:  charming  ornaments 
with  the  colours  of  art,  fo  much  inferior  to 
X  2  thofe 
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thofe  of  nature.  How  .  much  more  lovely- 
would  the  fair  beauty  appear,  adorned  with 
the  pale  gold  of  her  flowing  locks  !  How 
would  the  dark  hair  of  the  brunette,  arranged 
■with  art,  fet  off  the  rofes  of  her  cheeks  ! 
Thefe,  Madam,  are  the.  obfervations  of  a 
traveller,  who,  by  comparing  the  different 
cuftoms  of  nations,  has  been  able  to  banifh 
his  prejudices,  and  is  convinced  that  nature 
alone  is  truly  beautiful  ;  but  he  fets  little  value 
on,  and  entreats  your  excufe  for,  the  refledions 
in  which  he  has  here  ventured  to  indulge. 

You  muft  not  be.  furprifed,  Madam,  that 
I  have  not  mentioned  the  Greeks  who  in- 
habit the  ifland  of  Candia,  who  partake  with 
the  Turks  the  advantages  of  a  ferene  Iky,  a 
pure  air,  and  happy  temperature.  They  en-, 
joy,  indeed,  in  common  with  them,  thefe  pre- 
cious bleffmgs  ;  but  xhqj  are  oppreffed  by 
tyrants.  They  live  in  perpetual  anxiety  and 
apprehenfion,  and  frequently  terminate  their 
miferable  lives  in  defpair.  Excepting  the 
Spachiots,  who  are  lefs  expofed  to  tyranny, 
thefe  unfortunate  beings  have  neither  the  lofty, 
ftature,  nor  the  ftrength,  nor  the  beauty  of  the 
Turks.  The  ftamp  of  fervitude  is  vifible  in 
their   faces  ;     their    looks  are   crouching,   and 

their 
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their  features  diftorted  by  knavery  and  mean- 
nefs.  Such  is  the  character  of  thofe  Cretans, 
who  were  once  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty  ; 
thofe  experienced  and  intrepid  warriors,  who 
were  courted  by  all  nations  ;  and  thofe  friends 
to  the  arts,  which  they  cultivated  amid  their 
iliady  groves.  At  prefent,  cowardly  and  in- 
dolent, they  live  in  debafement,  and  we  may 
read  in  their  degraded  countenances,  that  tl2£'j 
are  JIaves. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


L  E  T- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 

X  HE  ifland  of  Candia,  Madam,  does  not 
produce,  like  Egypt,  a  multitude  of  reptiles. 
Very  few  ferpents,  and  thofe  only  fmall  ones, 
are  to  be  found  in  it.  Belon,  the  naturalift, 
reckons  three  fpecies,  the  ophis^  the  ochcndra^ 
and  the  ephloti.  The  firfl  is  not  venomous  ; 
but  I  can  fay  nothing  of  the  others,  only  1 
never  heard  of  any  accidents  from  their  bite. 

The  ancients  affirmed,  that  this  beautiful 
country  contained  no  noxious  animal  fpj- 
Pliny  excepts  the  tarantula  (q),  which  Belon 
calls  phalangion  (r).  They  aifert  its  poifon 
is  mortal.  It  is  a  fort  of  fpider,  almofl  an 
inch  long,  with  a  fcaly  coat.  It  hollows  out, 
ÎH  the  fides  of  little  eminences,   a  pretty  deep 

(/>)  Antigonus  Arifthius,  Hift.  cap.  x.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  ifland  of  Crete  breeds  no  animal  which  can  caufe  the 
death  of  man, 

(y)   Fliny,   lib.  viii.  cap.    58. 

(r)  Obfcrvations     de    plialîeurs    Singularités     et  Chofes 

mémorables  troavccs  en  Grèce,   &c. 

hole,- 
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hole,  which  it  covers  with  a  ftrong  web  of 
crois  threads  glued  together.  This  little  paf- 
fage,  at  the  bottom  of  which  it  lodges,  is 
clofed  externally  by  a  valve,  that  prevents 
the  rain  from  penetrating  ;  and  which  it  opens 
when  going  in  queft  of  infeds,  and  clofes 
-again  when  it  re-enters.  If  two  of  thefe 
tarantulas  are  Ihut  up  in  a  ghifs  phial,  they 
fting  each  other,  and  die  foon  after.  I  am 
not  acquainted  wâth  the  eifect  of  their  bite 
on  the  human  body,  but  I  was  an  eye-witnefs 
to  the  experiment  I  have  jull  mentioned. 

The  quadrupeds  of  the  iiland  are  not 
mifchievous  ;  we  neither  meet  with  lions, 
tigers,  bears,  wolves,  nor  even  foxes  ;  in 
jfliort,  no  dangerous  animal.  The  wild 
goats  are  the  only  inhabitants  of  the 
forefts  which  cover  the  high  mountains, 
and  have  nothing  to  fear  but  the  gun  of  the 
hunter.  Hares  are  found  on  the  eminences 
and  in  the  plains.  The  fheep  feed  in  fafety 
on  the  various  fpecies  of  wild  thyme.  They 
are  folded  every  evening,  and  the  fhepherd 
fleeps  in  peace,  free  from  the  dread  of  feeing 
death  and  havock  fpread  among  his  flock  by 
wild  beafls. 

It  is  a  happinef)»   for  the  Cretans,  that  they 

are 
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are  neither  troubled  with  mufquitos,  nor  have 
any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  poifon  of  fer- 
pents,  or  the  ferocity  of  wild  beafts.  The  young 
and  lively  maiden  may  dance  upon  the  grafs, 
without  finding,  like  Eurydice,  a  viper  con- 
cealed under  the  flowers.  The  ancients 
afcribed  thefe  fignal  advantages  to  the  birth 
of  Jupiter.  "  The  Cretans,"  fays  ^lian  (j-), 
*'  celebrate  in  their  fongs  the  bounties  of  Ju- 
"  piter,  and  the  favour  he  has  granted  their 
*'  ifland,  his  native  and  nurfing  land,  of  being 
"  free  from  every  noxious  animal,  and  of  not 
"  even  nourifhing  thofe  which  may  be  brought 
"  into   it." 

Among  the  medicinal  plants  of  Crete,  dit- 
tany holds  the  firft  rank.  It  is  aftonifliing 
how  highly  the  ancients  have  extolled  its  vir- 
tues. Theophraflus  (l)^  who  gives  us  the  re- 
ceived opinions  of  his  time,  fays,  "  Of  all 
"  the  known  plants,  which  the  earth  has  pro- 
*'  duced,  dittany  is  the  mofl  precious."  The 
father    of   medicine,    the    celebrated   Hippo- 

(x)  ^.lian,  de  Natura  Animalium,   Jib.  v. 
(/)  '1  heophvartus    adds,  in   another   place,   Dittany  pof~ 
'  fcfles  beneficial  and  extraordinary  virtues  in    a    great  num- 
ber of  cafes,  and  ef])ecially  in  the  labour  of  women. 

crates. 
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crates  («),  ordered  an  infufion  of  it  to  be 
given  in  feveral  diforders  of  women,  and 
efpecially  during  the  pains  of  a  difficult  la- 
bour. For  this  reafon  the  ftatue  of  Diana 
was,  according  to  fome  writers  (-y),  crowned 
with  dittany. 

I  fhall  not  here  repeat,  with  feveral  au- 
thors (za),  that  the  wild  goats,  when  wounded 
by  the  arrows  of  the  hunter,  freed  themfelves 
from  them  by  eating  this  precious  plant  ;  that 
it  poffefied  the  virtue  of  healing  them,  even 
when  the  arrows  were  poifoned  (a;)  ;  and  that 
its  odour  was  fo  powerful,  as  to  drive  away 
venomous  reptiles,  and  deflroy,  if  it  only 
touched  them  (y).  Thefe  accounts  are  evidently 
exaggerated  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are, 
poffibly  too  indifferent  to  the  real  utility  me-, 
dicine  might  derive  from  this  plant.  Its  leaf 
is  extremely  balfamic,  and  the  flower  diiiufes 

(m)  Hippocrates  de  Nat.  Mulierum  :  Give,  as  a  drink, 
dittany  of  Crete,  of  the  weight  of  an  obolus,  infufed  in 
water.  He  adds  (de  Morbis  Mulierum),  hb.  i.  Give  dit- 
tany of  Crete  in  wine.  De  Fœtus  Mortui  Exfed.  If  you 
have  any  dittany  of  Crete,  drinl:  an  infulion  of  it. 

(■y)  Scholiail.  in  Euripid.  Hippolyt. 

{jiv)  Plutarch,  de  Sol.  Anim. 

(x)  Cicero,  de  NatOra  Deoruni,  lib.  ii. 

(j)  Diofcorides. 

a  de- 
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a  delicious  fragrance.  The  inhabitants,  at  pre- 
fent,  apply  it  with  fuccefs  on  many  occafions. 
An  infulion  of  the  dried  leaf,  with  a  little  fugar, 
yield's  a  liquor  more  pleafmg  to  the  palate,  and 
more  finely  flavoured  than  tea.  It  immediately 
removes  languor  of  the  flomach,  and  reftores  it 
after  digeftion. 

(%)  Dittany  is  peculiar  to  the  ifland  of  Crete, 
and  is  to  be  found  in  no  other  country.  It 
grows  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and  at  the 
foot  of  precipices.  Pliny  has  not  fufliciently 
difcriminated  it  in  his  defcription  («).  "  Dit- 
*'  tany,'*  fays  he,  "  has  flender  branches,  re- 
"  fembles  penny-royal,  and  is  hot  and  rough 
"  to  the  tafte  ;  its  leaves  only  are  made  ufe 
*'  of;  it  has  neither  flower,  nor  feed,  nor 
"  ftalk."  Virgil  knew  it  better,  and  his 
defcription  is  more  conformable  to  truth  (/>), 
"  His  mother  gathers  dittany  on  Mount 
"  Ida  of  Crete.  This  plant  bears  fliagged 
"  leaves,  which  are  crowned  with  purple 
"  flowers.      The    wild    goats    find    in    it    a 

(2.)  Pliny,  B.  XXV.  ch.  8.  Dittany  grows  only  in  the 
ifland  of  Crete.  Theophraftus  (Hift.  Plant.)  fays  the  fame 
thing  :  Dittany  is  peculiar  to  the  ifland  of  Crete. 

(a)   Pliny,  lib.  xxv.  cap.  8. 

{l)  iEneid,  lib.  xik 

"  remedy. 
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*'  remedy,  when  wounded  by  the  winged 
"  arrows.'* 

In  a  country  where  tlie  air  is  extremely, 
pure,  diforders  are  not  frequent  ;  we  find  no 
epidemical  difeafes  in  the  ifland  of  Candia. 
Fevers  are,  indeed,  frequent  there,  in  the  fum- 
mer  ;  but  they  are  not  attended  with  danger, 
and  the  plague  would  never  make  its  appear- 
ance, had  not  the  Turks  deitroyed  the  Laza- 
rettos eftablilhed  by  the  Venetians  for  per- 
forming quarantine.  Since  then  it  has  been 
brought,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  (hips  from 
Smyrna  and  Conftantinople.  This  dreadful 
diflemper  perpetuates  itfelf  for  want  of  pre- 
cautions, vifits  fucceffively  the  different  pro- 
vinces, and,  as  both  the  heats  and  colds  are 
moderate,  fometimes  continues  its  ravages  here 
for  eighteen  months  together. 

But  a  malady  which,  though  lefs  dangerous 
than  the  plague,  has  fomething  even  more 
hideous  in  its  fymptoms,  infects  this  beautiful 
country  :  I  mean  the  Icprofy.  This  diforder 
had  its  ancient  feat  in  Syria,  whence  it  has 
paiTed  into  many  iilands  of  the  Archipelago. 
It  is  contagious,  and  is  inflantly  communi- 
cated by  the  touch.  The  unhappy  wretches, 
who  are  attacked  by  it,  are  confined  to  little 

huts. 


3i6  LETTERS 

huts,  built  on  the  fides  of  the  highways,  from 
which  they  are  not  allowed  to  come  out,  or 
to  converfe  with  any  perfon.  They  have 
ufually  round  their  cottages  a  fmall  gardent 
that  fupplies  them  with  vegetables  and 
poultry,  with  which,  and  the  alms  they 
receive  from  palfengers,  they  drag  on  a 
miferable  life  in  torment.  Their  bloated  fkin 
is  covered  with  a  fcaly  cruft,  full  of  red  and 
■white  fpots,  which  occalion  intolerable  itch- 
ings.  They  intreat  relief  in  a  hoarfe  and 
hollow  voce,  at  the  very  found  of  which  you 
fhudder,  and  their  words  are  fcarcely  articu- 
late, as  the  diforder  is  internally  deflroying  the 
organs  of  fpeech.  Thefe  wretched  fpeclres 
gradually  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  limbs,  and  live 
till,  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  becoming  cor- 
"  rupted,  death  is  the  confequence  of  putré- 
faction. No  fight  can  be  more  melancholy, 
or  more  (hocking  than  that  of  a  leper;  no 
torments  comparable  to  thofe  which  he  en- 
dures. It  would  be  an  ad  worthy  of  a  hu- 
mane phylician,  to  endeavour  to  difcover  a 
remedy  for  this  dreadful  and  contagious  dif- 
temper. 

The  rich  are  not  attacked  by   this   malady, 
which  is  confined  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people, 

and 
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and  is  particularly  frequent  among  the  Greeks, 
who  obferve  ftriftly  their  four  Lents,  and  live 
during  that  whole  time  on  nothing  but  falt-fifli, 
boutargo  (c),  pickled  olives,  and  cheefe,  and 
drink  copioufly  of  the  heavy  and  heating 
wines  of  the  country  ((i).  It  is  polTible  this 
diet  may  inflame  and  thicken  their  blood, 
and,  at  length,  be  the  caufe  of  a  leprofy.  I 
am  led  to  fufped:  this,  from  obferving,  that  it 
never  manifelts  itfelf  among  fuch  of  the 
Turks  as  are  rich  enough  to  procure  animal 
food  the  whole  year,  with  rice  and  vegetables  ; 
nor  even  among  the  Greeks  who  inhabit  the 
mountains,  and  eat  frequently  of  fallads,  fruits, 
and  milk. 

You  perceive.  Madam,  this  terrible  diforder 
is  not  to  be  dreaded  by  perfons  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances.  During  a  whole  century  that 
the  French  have  been  fettled  in  Canea,  not 
one  of  them  has  ever  fuffered  from  it  ;  and 
as  it  appears  to  originate  from  the  wretched 
nutriment  of  the  Greeks  ;  by  obliging  them 
to  change  their  manner  of  living,  this  difeafe 
might  poiîibly   be    eradicated.     Our  anceftors 

[cj  The  roc  of  fifh  failed  and  fmoaked. 
[if J  Thefe  wines  are  of  a  veiy  hot  qualit^f,  and  coft  only- 
three  fartliings  a  bottle. 

brought 
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brought  It  with  them  into  France,  at  their  re- 
turn from  the  Crufades,  and  difcovered  the 
method  of  cure.  It  is,  therefore,  little  to 
be  doubted,  but  the  Cretans,  under  the  regula- 
tions of  a  wife  government,  might  be  able 
entirely  to  banifli  it  from  the  ifland. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec, 


LET- 
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L  T  T  T  E   R     XXXIV. 


To  M.  L.  M. 


A 


RESIDENCE  of  fixteen  months  in 
Crete,  has  given  me  an  opportunity.  Madam, 
of  attaining  a  more  perfeâ;  knowledge  of  this 
fine  ifland,  than  travellers,  in  general,  can  pre- 
tend to,  who  have  only  taken  a  hafty  view. 
At  a  diflance  from  all  the  entertainments  and 
diverfions  which  amufe  the  Parifian,  I  have 
endeavoured,  in  my  leifure  hours,  to  dis- 
cover fituations  where  I  might  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  the  country.  I  wifh.  Madam,  to 
prefent  you  with  the  defcription  of  one  in 
particular,  to  which  I  frequently  repaired, 
attracted  by  the  pleafmg  profpeâs  it  afforded  ; 
but  let  me  entreat  you  to  remember,  that  the 
more  faithful  I  {hall  be,  the  more  will  the 
fcenes  I  Ihall  depicl  be  fufpeeled  of  the  mar- 
vellous. I  am  not  afraid,  however,  you 
fhould  think  them  imaginary  ;  the  places  I 
am  about  to  defcribe,  really  exift  ;  I  myfelf 
have  feen  and   felt  their  beauties  in  different 

feafous 
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feafons  of  the  year.  May  they  caufe  you  to 
forget,  for  a  moment,  the  rich  gardens  of 
Montreuil,  and  for  a  while  fix  your  attention 
on  the  banks  of  the  Platania  ! 

Quitting  Canea,  and  following  the  fea-fhore 
to  the  fouth-weft,  we  leave  on  the  right  the 
Lazaret,  a  low  rock,  where  the  Venetians 
obliged  vefTels  to  perform  quarantine,  before 
they  were  admitted  into  the  harbour.  A 
league  further  on  is  the  rock  of  Saint  Theo- 
dore, on  which  not  a  ilone  remains  of  the 
two  forts  by  which  it  was  defended,  when 
attacked  by  the  Turks.  This  little  ifland,  and 
that  of  the  Lazaret,  were  anciently  called 
Leuces,  and  are  famous  for  the  conteft  the 
Syrens  dared  to  maintain  againft  the  Mufes, 
with  whom  they  difputed  the  palm  of  vocal  and 
inftrumental  mufic  ;  but  being  overcome,  threw 
themfelves  into  the  fea. 

Goading  the  gulph,  we  difcover  to  the  weft 
a  long  chain  of  mountains,  which  follow  its 
windings,  and  terminate  in  a  point  at  Cape 
Spada,  formerly  the  promontory  of  Diftynna. 
Thefe  are  a  branch  of  the  white  mountains, 
to  which  Strabo  gives  the  name,  of  Corycus. 
About  the  middle  of  this  chain  is  the  temple 
of  Diclynna,  erected  by  the  ancient  Cretans, 
I  .  ©n 
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on  the  fpot  where  fhe  cafl  herfelf  into  the  fea, 
to  avoid  the  purfuit  of  Minos  (c). 

Let  us  continue  out  expedition,  regardlefs 
of  the  fables  of  antiquity.  We  approach  the 
river  of  Phitania,  and  the  foreft  of  the  iiime 
name  ;  we  are  now  three  leagues  from  Canea. 
To  the  weft  we  have  the  fea,  and  the  hills 
with  which  it  is  furrounded,  and  to  the  eaft 
a  thick  wood.  Betv/een  the  fliore  and  thefe 
trees  is  a  fandy  foil,  a  quarter  of  a  league  in 
width,  interfperfed  with  beautiful  laurel-rofes. 
Nothing  can  be  more  lively  than  the  verdant 
luftre  of  their  leaves  ;  nothing  more  magnifi- 
cent than  the  purple  flowers  with  which  they 
are  crowned.  But  the  fun  beats  hot  on  the 
fands  ;  the  fliade  invites  ;  let  us  repofe  under 
its  covert. 

Heavens  !  what  a  delightful  fcene  !  what 
verdant,  what  beautiful  foliage  !  A  vaft  foreft 
of  plane  trees,  few  of  which  are  lefs  than 
feventy  feet  high  !  they  are  larger  than  our 
elms,  and  no  lefs  majeftic.  How  they  unite 
their  fraternal  arms  !  How  do  they  mutually 
fapport  and  defend  each  other  againft  tempefts 
and  hurricanes  !    All  hail  to  the  ancient  forell 

(f)   Munius,    DifTertation  on  Crete. 

Y  of 
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of  Platania  !  Every  tree  has  vines  planted 
round  it,  whofe  Ihoots,  four  inches  in  diame- 
ter, rife  like  the  ropes  which  fecure  the  malts 
of  a  fliip.  In  this  rich  and  productive  foil 
they  Ihoot  with  an  aftonilhing  vigour,  and, 
growing  to  the  height  of  the  planes  by  which 
they  are  fupported,  crown  them  with  their 
verdant  tendrils,  and  adorn  them  with  their 
fruit.  Each  tree,  thus  decorated,  foj-ms  a 
large  arbour,  impenetrable  to  the  rays  of  the 
fun.  Seated  under  this  magnificent  canopy, 
the  traveller  fees  clufters  of  grapes  pendent 
over  his  head,  many  of  which  are  two  feet  in 
length.  They  are  of  various  fpecies  ;  and 
by  the  fide  of  a  yellow  clufler,  wq  frequently 
admire  the  purple,  the  violet,  the  rofe,  and 
the  mufcadine  of  a  deeper,  or  lighter  hue. 
Thefe  grapes,  which  embellilh  the  Platanus 
with  their  beauteous  varieties,  have  a  very 
large  berry,  and  ripen  two  months  later 
than  thofe  which  grow  on  the  bill-fides  ;  but 
they  adorn  the  tables  of  the  inhabitants  till 
the  month  of  December,  and  are  of  an  ex- 
quifite  flavour.  I  know  no  place  more  de- 
lightfully pleafant  than  this  foreft.  In  fpring, 
innumerable  birds  refort  thither,  to  build  their 
iiefts  :   the  nightingale,   the  goldfinch,   and  the 

blackbird. 
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blackbird,  feek  its  ihades,  where  they  woo  in 
peace  their  little  loves,  and  make  the  echoes 
refound  with  their  melodious  warbling. 

Clofc  to  the  edge  of  this  wood  flows  the 
river  of  Platania.  It  is  not  deep,  and  the 
pure  fand,  which  forms  its  bed,  is  eafily  dif- 
coverable  through  its  tranfparent  waters.  The 
foliage  of  the  plane-trees,  and  the  cluflers 
with  which  they  are  hung  round,  are  refle£ted 
in  this  cryftal  mirror.  Sometimes,  taking  its 
way  between  two  rows  of  trees,  its  darkened 
ftream  glides  in  filence  under  the  thick  over- 
hanging branches  ;  then,  fuddenly  efcaping 
from  its  prifon,  the  face  of  heaven  is  again 
imaged  in  its  peaceful  waters.  It  was  in  this 
limpid  ftream,  fays  the  fable  ffj,  that  Europa, 
fatiated  with  the  favours  of  Jupiter,  went  to 
bathe  her  beauteous  body,  while  her  nymphs 
danced  in  chorus,  and  chaunted  hymns  to 
Love.  No  place  can  be  imagined  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  tendereft  of  palfions  ;  nor  any- 
where the  heart  overflows  more  with  pure 
enjoyment,  or  feels  more  the  want  of  another 
felf  to  participate  its  delights.  O  thou  !  who, 
feated  beneath  the  flowery  fliades  of  Bourbon, 

f/J  Murtius,    DilTcrtatioa  on    the    Ifle    of  Crete. 

Y  3  fting 
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fang  Eleonora,  whofe  darling  name  has  at- 
tracled  the  admiration  of  diftant  nations, 
come  to  Platania  ;  come  to  admire  and  paint 
the  charms  of  this  retreat  ;  and,  if  you  would 
render  it  immortal,  here  love,  here  celebrate 
another  divinity  !  Acknowledged  fongfter  of 
the  Graces,  beloved  poet  of  Apollo,  remember 
that  this  is  the  ancient  country  of  the  Mufes  ; 
here  refide,  and  you  will  imagine  yourfelf  in 
the  bofom  of  your  native  land. 

Let  us  penetrate  into  the  thickefl:  of  the 
wood.  What  profound  fdence  !  what  gloomy 
majefty!  Darknefs  here  reigns  amid  the  clear- 
nefs  of  the  day.  Here  is  the  habitation  of 
obfcurity,  peace,  and  coolnefs.  They  have 
fled  the  burning  hills,  where  the  fhepherd, 
Trom  the  depth  of  his  grotto,  warbles  forth 
his  drains,  and  have  taken  refuge  under  this 
impenetrable  foliage.  But  why  does  a  fecret 
iliuddering  feize  on  the  mind  ?  Is  this  then  the 
temple  of  the  deity  ?  And  is  the  foul  awed  by 
his  facred  prefence?  Or,  rather,  does  it  dread 
fome  undifcovered  enemy  ?  Yet  does  it  expe- 
rience a  kind  of  pleafure  in  what  fo  agitates 
its  feelings.  Is  this  agitation  then  neceflary 
to  make  us  more  fenfible  of  our  exiftence  ? 

Let  us  continue  to    ftray  under  the  arbours 

of 
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of  Piatania,  '  and  afcend  toward  the  fource  of- 
the  river.  For  the  Ipace  of  a  league  we  per- 
ceive ahiiofl  always  the  fame  richnefs  of  foil, 
and  the  fame  delightful  landfcapes.  In  fonie 
places  the  two  hills,  which  embrace  the  foreif, 
widen,  and  aftbrd  dillant  views  of  eminences, 
clad  with  vineyards  ;  cottages  built  on  their 
fummits  ;  and  perpendicular  rocks,  which  feem 
ready  to  rulh  into  the  valley.  The  goat, 
which  fports  on  the  brink  of  the  precipices, 
is  browzing  on  the  leaves  of  the  fhrubs  which 
grow  on  them,  and  feems  fufpended  over  the 
abyfs. 

We  are  now  at  the  extremity  of  the  foreft. 
Before  us  opens  a  plain,  three  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference, bordered  on  every  fide  with  lofty 
hills.  Above  rife  the  White  Mountains,  which 
hide  their  frozen  heads  in  the  clouds.  From 
every  point  of  the  horizon,  narrow  and  deep 
valleys  terminate  in  the  plain,  to  which  they 
convey  the  tribute  of  their  waters.  Their 
courfe  is  marked  out  by  the  laurel-rofes,  the 
beautiful  flowers  of  which  decorate  the  fides 
of  the  valleys  with  a  brilliant  red  ;  they  are 
fo  many  fuperb  garlands,  hung  by  nature  to 
the  fummits  of  the  hills,  and  which,  fufpended 
in  long  folds,   reach  to  the   very  foot  of  the 

defcent. 
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dcicent.  Thefe  wreaths  of  rofes  form  a  charm- 
ing contrafl  with  the  furrounding  verdure, 
and  never  can  the  eye  be  wearied  with  ad- 
miring them. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  another 
principal  ornament  of  this  dehghtful  fcene. 
You  have,  Madam,  handfome  myrtles  in  your 
gardens,  but  they  languifli  under  a  foreign 
iky.  One  part  of  the  year  they  are  (hut  up 
in  hot-houfes,  for  their  delicacy  is  unable  to 
fupport  the  froft.  The  pots  or  boxes  in 
which  they  are  confined,  will  not  permit 
them  to  receive  fufficient  nourifliment  to  be- 
come vigorous,  or  to  difplay  their  odoriferous 
flowers  ;  but  what  they  efpecially  want  is  the 
fun  they  love  ;  his  genial  heat  is  indifpenfable 
to  their  perfection.  Hither,  Madam,  mult 
vou  come  to  view  in  perfe6lion  the  beau- 
tiful tree  fo  dear  to  the  fon  of  Cytherea.  In 
the  place  I  am  defcribing,  and  which  I  fliall 
call  the  plain  of  myrtles,  you  may  fee  them 
ten  feet  high,  and  covered  with  bloflbms 
from  the  ground  to  the  very  tops.  Their 
fnow-white  flowers,  bordered  within  with  a 
purple  edging,  appear  to  peculiar  advantage 
under  the  verdant  foliage.  Each  myrtle  is  load- 
ed with  them,  and  they  emit  perfumes,  more 

fvyeet^ 
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fweet,  more  exquifite,  than  thofe  of  the  rofe 
itfelfj  they  enchant  every  fenfe,  and  the 
foul  is  filled  with  the  fofteft  fenfation.  Some- 
times, in  this  immenfe  plain,  we  find  them 
growing  in  thick  groves  ;  to  walk  in  which 
is  mod  delightful.  In  other  places  they  are 
feen  fcattered  here  and  there  ;  but  wherever 
we  turn  our  eyes,  we  can  never  be  wearied 
with  admiring  the  beauty  of  their  foliage,  and 
inhaling  the  delicious  odours  of  their  flowers. 
Twenty  times  have  I  repofed  under  their 
fhade,  and  as  often  have  I  tailed  a  new  de- 
light. The  ancients  certainly  were  in  the 
right,  when  they  confecrated  the  myrtle  to 
love,  fince  it  furpafles  in  beauty  every  other 
(hrub  or  tree. 

A  rivulet  traverfes  the  whole  extent  of  this 
plain  ;  but  it  has  but  little  water,  except 
during  the  winter.  Its  banks  are  adorned 
with  laurel-rofes,  which  grow  bed  in  a  moift 
foil.  The  vivid  colours  of  their  bloflbms,  which 
are  feen  through  the  interftices  of  the  flowery 
myrtles,  form  a  picture  worthy  of  the  ablell 
pencils.  But  the  pleafure  of  the  eye  is  not 
equal  to  that  communicated  by  their  delicate 
odours.     You  leave  them,  to  feat  yourfelf  at 

the 
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the   foot  of  the  myrtles,   which,  on   a  clofer 
examination,   appear  more  charming. 

Every  part  of  the  illand  of  Crete,    Madam, 
is  not  fo  pleafant  and  beautiful,  as  that  I  have 
here   defcribed.     The  myrtle    and  the  laurel- 
rofe  grow  every  where  in  the  valleys  ;    but  I 
never  faw  thefe  beauteous  flirub's    collecled  in 
fuch  abundance    as    in  the   plain   which  ter- 
minates in  fo   piâiurefque  a  manner  the  furefl 
of  Platania.     If  you   do  not   find,   in   modern 
poets,  defcriptions    fimilav   to    mine,   it  is  not 
their  fault,  but  that  of  the  country    they  have 
before   their  eyes.     The  happicft  imagination 
could  never  form  fuch  pidures  as  I  have  pre- 
fented  you,   without  having  feen  the  originals  ; 
it  mull  have  recourfe  to  foreign  ornaments,  at 
the  expence  of  the  moft  effential  beauty.     The 
ancients,  on  the  contrary,  depid  fcenes,  which, 
to  thofe  who  have  not  travelled,  feem  no  bet- 
ter than  the  dreams  of  a  brilliant  imagination. 
Yet,  on  vifiting  the  countries  they  inhabited, 
we  fee,  with  pleafure,  that,  fludying  after  the 
fineH    models,  they  have  copied  with  fidelity 
the   genuine  beauties  of  nature.     They  have, 
indeed,    allowed   themfelves   fome   licence    in 
the  difpofition  of  their  ornaments,  by  colled- 
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ing  in  one  landfcape  all  the  charms  to  be  found 
in  many  ;  but  they  have,  neverthelefs,  taken 
care  not  to  lofe  fight  of  probability,  by  fta- 
tioning  each  objed  in  the  phice  it  ought  to 
occupy,  and  imagining  nothing  but  what  is 
poffible.  The  moJ[l  frequent  error  of  thofc 
who  have  not  well  examined  nature,  is  to 
unite  incoherent  beauties,  and  dillort  what  they 
mean  to  embellifh. 

I  know  not,  Madam,  what  may  be  the  fate  of 
the  defcriptions  I  now  fend  you  ;  but  I  Iketch- 
ed  them  near  the  banks  of  the  Platania,  and 
in  the  plain  of  myrtles.  There  I  now  enjoyed 
the  fhade  •  of  the  plane-tree,  while  the  purple 
cluflers  hung  over  my  head  ;  now  inhaled 
the  delicious  odours  of  the  blooming  myrtle, 
and  now  contemplated  with  rapture  the  beau- 
tiful flowers  with  which  the  laurel-rofe  adorn- 
ed the  valleys.  Charmed  with  the  fcenes, 
breathing  a  pure  and  balmy  air,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  defcribe,  in  this  filent  retreat, 
the  fentiments  and  emotions  of  my  foul,  and 
the  reflections  refulting  from  the  fight  of  fo 
many  delightful  objeds. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  :kc. 


LET- 
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LETTER     XXXV. 


Té  M.  L.  M. 

1  AM  now  going  to  introduce  you,  Madam, 
to  one  of  the  moll  amiable  Turks  in  the 
ifland,  nor  can  I  fuppofe  you  will  be  dit. 
pieafed  with  your  new  acquaintance.  Ifmael 
Aga,  one  of  the  wealthieft  land  proprietors 
in  Canea,  is  a  man  of  about  feventy  years 
of  age,  of  a  majeftic  ilature,  a  fine  face, 
and  lUU  exhibits  in  his  features  the  marks 
of  flrength  and  vigour.  He  has  had  the 
command  of  feveral  of  the  Grand  Signior's 
caravelles,  and  paffed  fome  time  at  Venice; 
he  has  travelled  through  Egypt,  and  vifited, 
according  to  the  religious  cuftom  of  the 
Mahometans,  the  tomb  of  his  Prophet.  Hjs 
travels  have  entirely  divefted  him  of  that 
pride,  with  which  ignorance,  and  the  preju. 
dices  of  their  religion,  infpire  the  Turks,  nor 
does  he,  like  them,  defpife  Rrangers  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  takes  pleafure  in,  and  courts  their 

fociety. 
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fociety.  Having  invited  us  to  fpend  fomc 
time  at  his  country  houfe,  he  fent  horfcs  for 
us,  and  ordered  his  fons  to  {hew  us  the  way. 
We  accordingly  fet  out  from  Canea  at  eight 
in  the  morning,  crofled  that  beautiful  part 
of  the  country  covered  with  olive-trees, 
which  extends  to  the  foot  of  the  White 
Mountains,  and  having  rocje  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  delightful  plain  of  znyrtles, 
arrived  about  noon  at  his  houfe,  fituated  a 
league'beyond  it,  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
Ifmael  received  us  with  friendfliip,  but  with- 
out any  of  thofe  demonflrations  of  joy  and 
pleafure  which  ceremony  laviflies  in  other 
countries.  You  are  welcome,  faid  he,  with 
an  air  of  cool  fatisfadion  ;  and  immediately 
condudled  us  to  the  place  of  entertainment. 
The  heavens  were  clear  and  ferene,  but 
the  atmofphere  was  heated  by  a  burning  fun» 
to  which  we  had  been  four  hours  expofed  : 
nothing  could  now  be  fo  defirable  to  us  as 
coolnefi;  ;  and  our  wiihes  were  amply  gratified. 
The  tabic  was  fpread  in  the  garden  under 
the  fhade  of  orange-trees.  Six  of  thefe  beau- 
tiful trees,  planted  in  a  circle,  united  their 
branches,  which  had  never  been  mutilated  by 
the   iheers,    and    formed   over   our    heads    a 

roof 
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roof  impenetrable  to  the  rays  cf  the  fun. 
In  the  middle  of  a  very  hot  day,  we  enjoyed, 
in  this  arbour,  which  nature  had  fo  profufely 
cmbellifhed,  a  delicious  coolnefs.  On  every 
fide,  flowers  hung  in  garlands  over  the  guefts, 
and  formed  a  crown  for  each.  The  bright- 
nefs  of  their  colours,  their  exquifite  odours, 
the  beauty  of  the  foliage,  gently  agitated  by 
the  zephyr,  every  thing  confpired  to  make 
us  imagine  ourfelves  fuddenly  tranfported  to 
fome  enchanted  grove.  To  complete  the 
whole,  a  beautiful  flream,  which  defcended 
from  the  adjoining  hills,  pafTed  under  the 
table,  and  contributed  to  preferve  the  plea- 
fantnefs  and  coolnefs  of  our  arbour  ;  on  each 
•fide  of  us  we  beheld  it  gliding  over  a  golden 
fand,  and  winding  its  cryftal  flream  through 
the  garden,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
fmall  canals  had  been  dug  to  convey  its 
waters  to  the  orange,  the  pomegranate  and 
almond  trees,  which  repaid  the  moiflure 
they  received  with  intereft,  in  flowers  and 
fruits. 

The  table  was  now  ferved  ;  the  Aga  had 
endeavoured  to  provide  for  us  fui  table  to  our 
taftes  ;  we  were  prefented  with  all  the  utenfils 
common   in   France  ;     and   our    hofl    himfelf 

conformed 
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conformed  to  ail  our  cuftoms.  Knowing  that 
w€  were  ufed  to  take  foup,  he  fupplied  us 
with  a  great  difh  of  roaft-meats  covered 
with  a  delicious  jelly.  Round  this  were  bar- 
tavelles aîmoft  as  large  as  our  hens,  and  with 
a  fumet  which  excited  the  appetite  :  there 
wei'e  befides  excellent  quails,  a  tender  and  de- 
licate lamb,  and  hafhed-meat  drelfed  with 
rice,  and  perfecliy  well  feafoned.  The  wine 
correfponded  with  the  excellence  of  the  refl 
of  our  entertainment  ;  w^c  were  ferved  with 
'■cln  de  loi  (^),  malmfey  of  Mount  Ida,  and 
a  fort  of  perfumed  red  wine,  equally  agreeable 
to  the  fmell  and  the  talle.  Our  goodpa^riarch, 
wiihing  to  imitate  his  guefts,  and  take  his 
glafs  in  defiance  of  the  Prophet,  had  fent 
away  his  fervants,  and  his  children.  Lay- 
ing afide  the  Turkifli  gravity,  which  never 
condefcends  to  fmile,  he  chatted  with  much 
vivacity,  and  frequently  afloniflied   us  by    the 


{^)  The  wine  made  by  the  Jews  is  called  Vin  de  Lou 
or  wine  of  the  law,  and  is  little  known  in  France  ;  it  is  rather 
bitter,  but  leaves  an  agreeable  flavour  in  the  mouth,  and  ex- 
cites a  gentle  warmth  in  the  flomach. 

The  Malmfey  of  Mount  Ida  is  mere  un^fïuous,  more  agree- 
ibîc  to  the  palate,  and  not  lefs  fragrant. 

pene- 
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penetration  of  his  'unJerflanding,  the  aptnefi» 
of  his  reph'es,  and  the  juftnefs  of  his  ideas. 
When  the  difiies  were  removed,  we  were 
prefented  with  Moka  coffee,  and  pipes.  Do 
not  be  too  much  (hocked,  Madam,  the  pipes 
made  life  of  here  are  of  jafmine,  and  the 
part  applied  to  the  mouth,  of  amber;  their 
enormous  length  entirely  takes  away  the 
pungency  of  the  tobacco,  which,  in  Turkey, 
however,  is  mild  ;  and,  being  mixed  with 
the  wood  of  aloes,  produces  a  vapour  neither 
difagreeable  nor  incommodious,  as  in  other 
countries. 

We  repoied  Ourfelves  agreeably  under  the 
(hade,  and  enjoyed  the  delicious  fragrance 
of  the  orange  flowers  ;  our  hoil  was  extreme- 
ly focial,  and  took  the  lead  in  the  conver- 
fation.  No  offer  was  here  made  to  fhine, 
by  thofe  flafhes  we  call  wit,  to  ornament 
fplendid  nothings  in  gaudy  colours,  or  to 
diffeminate  agreeable  fcandal.  To  attempt  this 
would  only  have  been  to  lofe  time.  Ifmael 
would  have  underftood  nothing  of  our  jargon. 
We  were  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with 
liftening  to  folid  obfervations,  and  return- 
ing anfwers  according  to  the  dictates  of 
rcafon,  and  found  fenfe.     As  foon  as  the  great 

'  heat 
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heat  was  over,  he  called  his  fons,  and  or- 
dered them  to  attend  us  on  a  Ihooting  party  ; 
we  defcended  into  a  plain  where  we  found 
plenty  of  quails,  and  had  the  pleafure  of 
killing  many  without  fatigue.  The  dark- 
nefs,  which  now  advanced  over  the  hili.'«, 
brought  us  back  to  the  houfe  ;  and,  as  the 
nights  at  this  feafon  are  as  clear  and  fine 
as  the  days  are  beautiful,  we  fupped  in  the 
arbour  of  orange-trees.  Rarely  do  we  enjoy 
this  luxury  in  France  ;  the  night  air  has 
always  a  degree  of  chilnefs  that  makes  us 
ihudder,  or  a  copious  dew  falls  injurious  to 
health.  In  Crete,  during  the  Summer,  you  are 
not  expofed  to  thofe  inconveniencies,  which 
though  trifling,  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of 
the  company.  The  (ky  w^as  without  a  cloud, 
the  coolnefs  agreeable,  and  the  air  (o  calm, 
as  fcarcely  to  difturb  the  light  of  four  large 
wax-tapers,  which  illumined  the  foliage  in 
a  thoufand  diiferent  ways,  and  the  varied 
reflections  of  which  produced  lights  and 
fliades  of  an  admirable  effed.  Here  th(? 
leaves  flione  upon,  aflumed  a  brilliant  yellow, 
and  there  a  deep  verdure,  while  in  fome 
places  the  whitenefs  of  the  flowers,  fufpended 
in    fcfloons,    was     heightened    by    a    golden 

ground  j 
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ground  ;  further  on,  the  opening  of  two  leaves 
left  a  paflage  far  the  refplendence  of  a  ftar, 
which  fparkled  like  the  diamond.  The  con- 
denfation  of  the  air  had  collecled  the  fra- 
grant perfumes  of  the  flowers  and  fhrubs, 
and  every  fenfe  v/as  delighted.  The  lumi- 
nous corufcations  which  played  upon  the 
foliage,  and  the  contrail  of  light  and  fhade, 
which  continually  varied  .its  form  and  colours, 
produced  a  fccnery  fo  delightful,  that  this 
flowery  c^inopy  extended  over  our  heads  ap- 
peared to  ms  more  beautiful  by  night,  than 
amid  the  fplendor  of  day.  Perhaps,  too, 
the  delicacy  of  our  good  cheer,  the  excellence 
of  the  wine,  and  the  novelty  of  the  decora- 
tions, might  give  new  vigour  to  imagination, 
and  that  enchantrefs  might  take  a  delight  in 
ft'ill  further  embellifhing  fo  voluptuous  an 
abode. 

The  Turks  do  not  referve  in  their  houfes 
feparate  apartments  for  every  perfon  of  the 
family  ;  the  vv-omen  only  have  diftincl  cham- 
■  bcrs;  the  men  fieep  together  in  fpacious  halls,  on 
niatrall'es  fprcad  on  the  carpetting,  and  provided 
with  fheets  and  a  blanket.  Agreeable  to  this  ' 
ancient  ciiflom,  ftill  obferved  by  the  orientals, 
we   were     (licwn    into   a   large    room,    round 

which 
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which  our  beds  were  placed  upon  the  ground. 
Only  two  centuries  ago,  it  was  ufual,  even  in 
France,  for  the  whole  family  to  pafs  the 
night  in  the  fame  apartment  :  fmce  that 
time,  our  manners  have  undergone  a  great 
change  ;  they  have  infinitely  more  delicacy 
and  convenience,  nay,  perhaps  decency  ; 
but  are  they  more  focial  ? 

The  day  had  fcarcely  begun  to  break,  when 
the  fervants  came  to  awaken  us  ;  for  the  Maho- 
metans rife  with  the  dawn,  to  repeat  the 
morning  prayer,  and  to  enjoy  the  firft  rays  of 
the  fun,  and  the  delicious  coolnefs  diffufed 
throughout  the  air.  When  we  came  down, 
from  our  chamber,  breakfaft  was  waiting  for 
us  ;  we  drank  moka,  fmoaked  the  odorifer- 
ous tobacco  of  Latakia,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  fons  of  the  Aga,  and  two  game-keepers, 
made  an  excurlion  to  Ihoot  partridges.  I 
have  only  feen  one  fpecies  of  that  bird  in  this 
ifland  ;  the  bartavelle,  M'hich  inhabits  the 
mountains,  where  it  multiplies  prodigioufly  ; 
its  colours  are  more  lively,  and  it  is  much 
larger  than  our  red  partridge,  and  excellently 
well  tailed  :  we  found  innumerable  coveys 
of  thefe  birds  on  all  the  hills.  Our  morn- 
ing was  fatiguing,  but  very  fuccefsful.  Fre- 
Z  quently. 
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quently,  after  (Iraying  over  eminences  covered 
with  briars,  we  defcended  into  a  valley  over- 
fpread  with  myrtles  and  laurel-rofes.  The 
game  retires  into  fuch  places  during  the 
violent  heat  of  the  fun,  and  we  fprui^g  par- 
tridges, quails  and  hares,  from  the  midft  of 
thefe  flowery  thickets. 

On  our  return  to  the  Aga*s,  an  excellent 
dinner,  the  malmfey  of  Mount  Ida,  and  our 
delightful  arbour,  made  us  forget  all  our 
fatigues.  His  women  paid  us  a  gallant  at- 
tention, by  the  prefent  of  a  large  cake  made 
with  their  own  hands  ;  it  was  compofed  ,  of 
flour,  perfumed  honey,  frefli  almonds,  and 
pounded  pifl:achio-nuts,  mixed  with  a  little 
rofe  water  :  this  pafl:ry  was  very  light,  and 
we  all  allowed  it  to  be  excellent. 

During  the  whole  time  we  pafled  -at  the 
feat  of  Ifmael  Aga,  we  experienced  from  him 
nothing  but  the  utmofl:  poiitenefs  ;  he  made 
us  no  great  compliments,  but  he  fl:udied  our 
taftes  ',  and  we  were  fure  of  finding  on  our 
table  the  difiies  to  which  we  feemed  to  give 
a  preference.  One  morning  rifmg  before  my 
companions,  and  walking  among  the  neigh- 
bouring orchards,  I  perceived  this  venerable 
mufl"ulman  flanding  near  a  fountain  contiguous 

to 
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to  the  houfe  :  he  was  waflihig  his  face  and  hands, 
and  chaunting  the  firil  chapter  of  the  Koran, 
that  is  to  fay,  one  of  the  fineft  hymns  ever 
addreiTed  by  man  to  the  Supreme  Being  (/?). 
He  fecmcd  intirely  abforbed  in  the  ado- 
ration he  was  paying  to  his  Creator  ;  and  I 
conceived  a  favourable  opinion  of  a  man,  who 
fulfilled,  with  fo  much  dip;nitv,  the  firft  of  all 
duties. 

This  Turkifh  nobleman  polTefled  feveral 
other  country-houfes.  That  to  which  we  were 
invited  he  only  occupies  in  the  fpring,  for  he 
pafles  the  violent  heat  of  the  fummer  in  a 
charming  retreat,  fituated  among  the  moun- 
tains. There,  while  the  fun  fcorches  up  the 
plain,  and  the  whole  atmofphere  feems  on 
fire,  he  enjoys  a  delicious  temperature  ;  and 
beholds  the  country  round  him  clad  in  ver- 
dure, and  covered  with  flowers  and  fruits. 

Such,  Madam,  is  the  life  led  by  the  rich 
Mahometans  in  Candia  :  they  pafs  three- 
fourths  of  the  year  on  their  eflates,  and  re- 
pair   in  winter    to  the  towns,    to   fell  the    fu- 

(/j)    The    chp.pter    c;:lled   the  If.troJun'ion,  which   ferves 

in   faft    as    a     preface  to    the    Koran  :    it  breathes    that 

fublimity,     thit    ancient    fimplicity,     which  feems     to    be 
the  proper  language  of  man  to  the  Almighty. 

Z  2  perfluity 
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perfluity  of  their  produce  ;  the  oil,  which  they 
make  in  great  quantities,  the  wax,  the  wine, 
and  the  wool  of  their  flocks,  procure  them 
very  confiderabie  wealth.  Content  wdth  their 
pofleflions,  they  afpire  after  none  of  thofe 
public  employments  which  might  endanger 
their  fafety,  but  fee  them,  without  envy,  in 
the  pofleflion  of  ftrangers.  Uncontrolled 
monarchs  on  their  own  eftates,  they  command 
and  receive  implicit  obedience.  Poffefling  the 
handfomeft  women  of  the  ifland  (/),  they  bring 
up  their  numerous  offspring,  in  the  refped 
and  fubmiflion  due  to  the  chief  of  the  family. 
Thefe  Mahometans,  enjoying  without  pain, 
anxiety,  or  ambition,  all  the  bounties  offered 
them  by  nature,  pafs  their  days  in  tranquil- 
lity   and   happinefs,     and   retain,     even   in   a 


(i)  The  Turks  are  not  fcriipulous  in  their  means  of 
obtaining  v/omen  ;  when  a  Greek  has  a  pretty  daughter, 
and  lias  the  misfortune  to  let  her  go  out  of  the  houfe 
alone,  that  moment  they  carry  her  o(f,  and  marry  her. 
They  do  not  force  her  to  renounce  her  religion,  if  flie 
appears  much  attached  to  it  ;  but  all  the  children  are 
Mahometans,.  1  faw  at  Canea  a  handlome  Greek  girl, 
who  had  been  carried  off  in  this  manner  from  her  family. 
At  her  hufband's  death,  /he  returned  to  her  relations  ; 
but  her  children  were  mu/Tuhnen,  and  rtie  was  obliged 
to    feparate  from  them. 

very 
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very    advanced    age,  almoft    unimpaired  good 
health. 

I  (hail  long  remember,  Madam,  the  agree- 
able hours  t  i'pent  at  the  country  feat  of 
Ifmael  Aga  ;  yet  1  mull  confefs  to  you,  that, 
amid  the  pleaiures  I  was  enjoying,  I  could 
not  fupprefs  a  feeling  of  regret  for  the  abfence 
of  the  fine  arts.  To  this,  however,  the  Ma- 
hometans are  infenfible  ;  but  a  Frenchman 
cannot  but  deplore  a  want  fo  eli'enrial,  in 
one  of  the  hneft  countries  in  the  world. 
Were  this  illand  the  country  of  a  polifhed 
people,  how  would  it  change  its  appearance  ! 
How  much  more  delightful  would  its  gar- 
dens become  Î  What  delicious  fliades  would 
the  hand  of  an  able  artift  there  form  ! 
How  would  he  difplay,  in  brilliant  cafcades^ 
thofe  rivulets  which  vufli  naturally  from  the 
hill-tops  !  How  conjoin  the  fcarlet  of  the 
pomegranate-tree  with  the  white  of  the 
orange  flower  !  How  would  the  myrtle  and 
the  laurel-rofe  then  interweave  their  branches, 
and  their  blolfoms,  and  the  charming  liiac 
vary  the  beauteous  mi;K;ture  !  How  would 
thofe  elegant  fhrubs,  diflributed  in  clumps, 
compofe  groves  unequalled  for  the  fra- 
grance of  their  flowers,  the  variety  of  their 

colours. 


342  LETTERS 

colours,  and  the  diverfified  tints  of  their  foli- 
age. Under  thefe  fmiling  arbours,  the  poet 
would  feel  himfelf  infpired  by  the  Mufes, 
breathe  rapturous  {trains  dictated  by  the 
Graces,  and  chaunt  hymns  to  Love.  Amid 
fuch  wondrous  natural  beauties,  letters 
would  flourilh  as  in  the  days  of  Anacreon, 
whofe  brow  was  perpetually  crowned  with 
rofes.  Pardon  me,  Madam,  if  I  thus  yield  to 
the  pleafmg  dreams  of  my  imagination  :  alas  Î 
I  fear  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  produce  the  like 
in  the  foggy  atmofphere  of  thç  Seine. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 


LET. 
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LETTER       XXXVI. 


To  M.  L.  M. 

(Quitting  Canea,  Madam,  the  travel- 
ler fees  before  him  the  White  Mountains  (k), 
at  prefent  called  the  hills  of  Sphachia.  This 
chain  of  eminences  is  in  height  fécond  only 
to  Mount  Ida,  which  is  the  mod  extenfive 
in  the  ifland  ;  they  begin  at  Cape  Drepanum, 
to  the  eaftward  of  La  Sude,  and  extend  as 
far  as  the  fouthern  fea,  where  the  little  town 
of  Sphachia  is  fituated,  and  defended  by  a 
fmall  fort,  that  ferves  to  frighten  away  the 
Corfairs.  From  this  elevated  centre  two 
branches  ftrike  off,  which  take  their  courfe 
toward  the  ancient  Peloponnefus.  Thefe  ter- 
minate in  a  point,  and  form  the  Capes  Spada 
and    Sufa    (/),    which    are    the    mod  weftern 

points 

(i)  The  ancients  called  this  chain  of  mountains  Zfua,  or 
Wliite  Hills.     Srabo,  lib.  x. 
(/)    Thefc    v/eftern     branches     of    the    mountains     of 

Sjihachia 
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points  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  fecondary  branches 
are  fleep,  abounding  in  perpendicular  precipices, 
and  by  no  means  fertile  j  flocks,  however,  are  fed 
on  them,  and  we  here  and  there  find  fcat- 
tered,  cyprelTes,  pines,  and  various  evergreens. 
The  villages  on  them  are  little  frequented,  and 
thinly  inhabited  ;  and  we  meet  with  no  re- 
markable town.  At  the  bottom  of  the  bav, 
inclofed  by  thefe  mountains,  is  the  fmall  town 
of  Cifamo,  the  ancient  Cyfamum,  with  a 
wretched  harbour  and  a  ruinous  caftle.  Near 
Ûio.  promontory  of  Sufa.^  is  the  fortrefs  of 
Grabufa,  built  on  a  low  rock  :  the  Vene- 
tians defended  it  for  a  long  time  againfl  the 
whole  force  of  the  Ottonian  empire,  and 
might  ftill  have  pdlfefled  it,  but  for  the  trea- 
chery of  one  of  its  governors,  who  fold  it 
to  the  Turks  for  a  barrel  of  fequins.  Be» 
tween  the  rock  and  the  continent,  veffels 
of  all  fizes  find  excellent  anchorage.  But 
let  us  now  quit  thefe  wild  and  defolate  places, 
and  return  to  the  White  Mountains. 


Sphachia  were  formerly  called  Tityrus  and  Cadifcus. 
The  hills  of  Tiiyrus  formed  the  promontory  of  Dic- 
tynna,  the  modern  Cape  Spada  ;  thofc  of  Cadifcus,  the 
promontory  of    the    fame    name,    now    called    Cape    Sufa. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  hills  form,  in  the  front  of  Canea, 
In  iinmenfe  rampart,  the  fuinmit  of  which 
is  loil  in  the  clouds,  and  feems  to  feparate 
that  city  from  the  reft  of  the  iiland.  The 
lowell  chain  is  hut  two  leagues  from  the 
town,  and  may  be  about  fix  hundred 
yards  high.  Between  that  and  the  fécond, 
opens  out  a  vaft  plain  three  leagues  in  di- 
ameter, and  of  confiderable  length  ;  this  in- 
termediate chain  is  far  higher  than  the  for- 
mer. Beyond  are  lofty  peaks,  to  which, 
without  doubt,  the  name  of  the  White  Moun- 
tains was  given  from  their  being,  during  a 
part  of  the  year,  covered  with  Inow,  which, 
çollefting  in  heaps,  in  the  deep  valleys,  on 
the  north  fiJe,  hardens,  and  never  melts  : 
the  inhabitants  cut  it  in  iarge  pieces,  v/hich 
they  bring  to  Canea  in  the  night,  and  thus 
enjoy  the  luxury  of  drinking  iced  liquors  in 
the  hotted  days  of  fummer. 

Thefe  mountains  are  an  appenage  granted 
by  the  Grand  Signior  to  the  Sultana  Walida, 
and  are  intirely  independent  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Pachas.  The  Sultana  fends  a 
perfon  fhe  can  confide  in,  to  govern  there, 
and  colled;  the  tributes.  The  Greeks  v/ho 
inhabit  them  are  called  Sphachiots  ;  they- rear 

numerous 
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numerous  flocks  of  goats  and  Hieep,  keep 
bees,  make  excellent  cheefe,  which  has  the 
taile  of  Parmefan,  and  fell  what  they  do  not 
coiifunie  themfelves,  in  the  neighbouring  towns 
and  vîli:iges. 

The  Sphachiots,  confined  to  their  moun- 
tains, are  more  diflinâ:  from  the  different 
nations  who  have  poffelTed  Crete,  than  the 
inhabitants  of  the  plains  :  they  fpeak  a 
dialect  lefs  corrupt  than  the  reft  of  the 
Candiots,  and  have  retained  feveral  cuitoms 
of  their  anceftors,  and  certain  peculiarities 
of  their  ancient  character.  When  Belon 
travelled  among  them,  they  were  the  bed 
archers  in  the  iiland  ;  they  had  very  large 
bows,  and  difplayed  more  addrefs,  ftrength, 
and  courage,  than  the  other  Greeks.  Even 
now  the  mufquet  has  fucceeded  to  the 
bov.^5  they  are  not  lefs  feilled  in  the  ufe  of 
the  latter  ;  and  in  general  are  excellent  markf^ 
men. 

Of  all  the  Cretans,  the  Sphachiots  alone 
have  retained  the  Pyrrhic-dance;  this  they 
perform,  clad  in  their  ancient  drefs,  that  is 
to  fay,  a  fhort  robe  bound  with  a  girdle, 
breeches  and  bufliiiis  ;  a  quiver,  filled  with 
ârro>vs,    is    faftened    over    their    fhoulder,    a 

bent 
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bent  bow  hangs  on  their  arm,  and  by  their 
fide  they  have  a  long  fword.  Thus  accoutred, 
they  begin  the  dance,  which  has  three  mea- 
fures.  The  firft  marks  the  flep,  and  they  change 
feet  in  dancing  Hke  the  Germans  ;  the  move- 
ments of  the  fécond  are  more  lively,  and 
refemble  the  dance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Lower  Brittany  ;  during  the  third  meafure, 
.they  leap  backwards  and  forwards,  firft  on 
one  foot,  and  then  on  the  other.  Math  great 
agility.  The  dancers,  who  anfwer  them, 
imitate  the  fame  fteps,  and  fmg  and  dance 
with  them  to  the  fame  time.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  dance,  they  perform  various  evolutions  ; 
fometimes  forming  a  circle,  at  others,  divid- 
ing, and  ranging  themfelves  in  two  lines, 
and  feeming  to  menace  each  other  with  their 
weapons.  Afterward  they  feparate  into  cou- 
ples, and  appear  as  if  defying  their  antagonifts 
to  the  combat  ;  but,  in  all  their  movements, 
their  ear  is  true  to  the  mufic,  and  they  never 
vary  from  the  meafure. 

You  know.  Madam,  that,  in  the  ancient 
Cretan  republic,  the  people  were  divided  into 
two  clafles,  that  of  the  youth,  and  that  of 
mature  manhood  ;  this  divifion  is  ftill  pre- 
ferved  among  the  Sphachiots,   but  not  in  the 

purity 
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purity  of  the  inftitution.  Formerly  the  young 
men  were  fubje6l  to  the  reproof  of  the  aged, 
and  obeyed  them  ;  at  prefent  they  wifh  to 
command.  This  want  of  fubordination  has 
been  productive  of  great  misfortunes  to  the 
whole  nation.  During  the  laft  war  with 
the  Ruffians,  the  Turks  imagined  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Sphachia  intended  to  give  up 
the  ifland  to  their  enemies,  and  pretended 
that  fome  Ruffian  Ihips,  touching  at  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  ifland,  had  formed  a  treaty 
with  the  Sphachiots.  This  was  enough  ta 
make  the  Mahometans  take  up  arms.  They 
marched,  to  the  number  of  eight  thoufand,  and 
climbed  without  difficulty  the  firft  chain  of 
mountains  ;  but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  fcale  the 
fécond,  and  a  handful  of  men  could  have 
prevented  them.  The  clafs  of  men  propofed 
to  fight,  and  defend  their  rocks;  but  the  youth, 
no  doubt  feduced  by  the  promifes  of  the 
Turks,  advifed  fubmiffion  ;  and,  while  their 
fathers  were  making  head  againfl  the  enemy, 
had  the  bafenefs  to  introduce  them,  by  fecret 
paths,  to  the  fummit  of  their  mountains.  I'he 
moment  they  appeared  the  Sphachiots  took  to 
flight,  and  concealed  themfelves  as  they  could  in 
caverns  of  the  rocks,  and  among  the  precipices. 

The 
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The  mulTulmen  cruelly  abufing  their  victory, 
deflroyed  whole  villages,  maflacred  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  carried  oflF  a  great 
number  into  llavery  ;  vi^ithout  fparing  either 
men,  women,  or  children.  They  afterwards 
fold  them  in  different  provinces  of  the  Ot- 
toman empire.  The  youth  who  compofed 
the  Agelas  (m)  of  the  ancient  Cretans  would 
certainly  have  afted  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner. We  (hould  have  feen  them  fly  the  hrîl 
to  arms,  and  repel  the  enemy  far  from  their 
habitations,  or  perifh  on  the  field  of  battle  ; 
but  never  would  they  have  betrayed  their  coun- 
try. This  example  proves,  that  the  belt  in- 
ftitutions  become  pernicious  when  they  depart 
from  their  original  principles  (n). 

I  have  already  faid,  Madam,  that  the  win- 
ter covers  the  mountains  of  Sphachia  with 
fnow.  One  morning,  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, we  left  Canea  to  take  the  diverfion  of 
fhooting.  The  north  wind  had  blown  during 
the  night  ;  and,  though  we  enjoyed  a  very 
agreeable   temperature  in  the  plain,  the  cold 

{m)  Companies  of  the  youth. 

(n)  Since  that  unfortunate  period,  the  Sphachiots,  who 
were  before  exempt  from  the  Carach,  pay  it  lik-;  the  reft  of 
the  Greeks. 

1  wa-^ 
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was  Iharp  on  the  mountains.  After  proceed- 
ing about  half  a  league,  flruck  with  aftonilh- 
ment  and  admiration,  we  could  not  but  flop 
to  contemplate  the  fuperb  pifture  before  our 
eyes.  The  fun  was  rifing  majcftically  above 
the  fummits  of  the  hills,  and  illumined  with 
his  rays  a  mantle  of  fnow  of  an  immenfe 
extent,  which  defcended  from  their  tops  to 
the  higheil  part  of  the  lower  eminences. 
Through  the  fnow  the  black  trunks  of  the 
firs  and  oaks  were  feen  making  their  way, 
which,  at  the  diftance  we  were  at,  feemed 
as  if  planted  by  a  line,  and  afTuming  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  long  curtain,  bounded  the  hori- 
zon in  a  moll  pidurefque  manner.  The 
magnificent  mantle,  of  which  thev  broke 
the  uniformity,  illumined  with  all  the  rays 
of  the  fun,  mud  have  been  fati^^uino:  to  the 
eye,  had  it  covered  the  whole  ground  ;  but, 
ending  precifely  at  the  lall  chain  of  moun- 
tains, it  '  formed  different  folds,  following 
the  elevation  of  the  countrv.  Where  it  ter- 
monated,  plantations  of  olive-trees  adorned 
the  declivity  of  the  hills,  in  the  midfl  of 
Xvhicli  fcattered  cottages  agreeably  varied  the 
iandfcape.  Lo\\er  down,  the  fcencry  was  dif- 
ferent.     Here    and    there   on    the    plain   we 

difcGvercd 
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difcovered  beautiful  country  houfes,  fome  of 
which  were  built  by  the  Venetians.  Around 
them  the  lemon,  orange,  and  almond  trees, 
laden  with  golden  fruit,  formed  enchant- 
ing groves,  while  innumerable  violets  grow- 
ing under  their  fhade,  perfumed  the  air  with 
their  delightful  odours. 

The  plain  we  palTed  through  contained 
large  fpaces  covered  with  corn,  a  foot  high, 
and  of  an  admirable  verdure.  This  beautiful 
carpeting  formed  a  wonderful  fine  contrail 
with  that  which  the  fevere  cold  of  the  night 
had  ftretched  over  the  hills.  After  peram- 
bulating, for  an  hour,  amid  thefe  pleafmg  iand- 
fcapes,  we  defcended  into  the  vale  of  Lacu- 
late,  which  is  very  marfhy  in  winter,  and 
intirely  uncultivated.  But  nature  has  not  ne- 
glected its  embelliaiment.  For  the  fpace  of  a 
league,  the  earth  was  covered  with  yellow*  and 
white  narcifl'ufes,  of  the  liveliefl  hues,  which 
diffufed  around  the  mofh  fragrant  odour  ima- 
ginable. Wherever  the  ground  was  fomewhat 
more  elevated,  it  exhibited  a  profufion  of  other 
ornaments  ;  white  anemonies,  and  violet*, 
yellow,  red,  and,  in  fnort,  of  every  colour, 
glittered  through  the  verdure. 

This, 
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This,  Madam,  is  not  a  picture  of  the  ima- 
gination :  from  the  fummits  of  the  hills 
clad  in  the  dazzling  whitenefs  of  their  fnowy 
mantle,  to  the  plain  enriched  with  verdure, 
flowers  and  fruits,  we  had  before  our  eyes 
all  the  beauties  I  have  been  defcribing.  We 
contemplated,  at  one  view,  the  feafons  of 
fpring  and  winter,  feparated  only  by  an  ele- 
vation of  fix  hundred  yards.  I  do  aflfure  you, 
jMadam,  that  I  add  nothing  to  the  painting  ; 
and  if  I  have  any  regret,  it  is  in  not  being 
able  to  exprefs  the  peculiar  emotions  every 
one  muft  experience  at  the  fight  of  objefts 
fo  aftonifhing,  collefted  within  the  fpace  of  a 
few   leagues. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  month  of  February, 
Nature,  in  Crete,  is,  as  I  may  fay,  in  the 
bloom  of  youth  ;  the  breath  of  her  lips  is 
pure  and  odoriferous  ;  her  ro])e  is  embroidered 
with  the  liveliefl  colours  ;  the  gentle  dew 
of  the  nights,  the  light  of  the  god  of  day, 
which  begins  to  warm  her  bofom^  all  con- 
tribute to  her  decoration  :  but  one  of  her 
mod  beautiful  ornaments  is  the  innumerable 
golden-apples,  which  at  that  feafon  co^'er  the 
branches  of  the  orange-trees.  Thefe  are  then 
I  ripe. 
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ripe,  and  invite  every  hand  to  pluck  them. 
Their  Ikin  is  extremely  thin,  and  their  juice 
delicious,  the  fragrant  odour  of  which  re- 
mains long  after  they  have  been  eaten  ;  they- 
are  greatly  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Egypt,  and 
even  at  Malta  are  preferred  to  the  oranges  of 
that  ifland. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  enchanting 
fcenes  that  prefented  themfelves  to  our 
view  ;  we  will  now,  with  your  permiffion. 
Madam,  continue  our  diverfion  of  (hooting. 
When  we  had  traverfed  the  plain  of  NarcilTus, 
we  arrived  at  fome  marfhes,  fituated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  gulph  of  La  Sude  (0).  They 
are  nothing  but  reeds  and  water,  and  there 
is  no  following  the  game  without  boots  ;  but 
they  are  inhabited  by  innumerable  fnipes, 
which  afford  excellent  fport.  The  environs 
abound  in  laurel-rofes  and  myrtles,  which 
are  in  flower  almoft  the  whole  year,  and 
among  thefe  the  fnipes  we  had  fprung  alight- 
ed :  we  here  alfo  found  water-hens,  and  in  the 
hio-her  grounds  our  dogs  put  up  a  number  of 
quails. 


(0)  The  Plain  of  Narcifius,  which,  with  its  environ»,   I 
have  been  defcribing,  is  ufually  called  La  Culate. 

A  a  Wifhing 
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Wifhing  to  prolong  our  pleafure,  we  en- 
tered the  deep  vallies  that  interfed  the  laft 
chain  of  the  hills  of  Sphachia,  from  north 
to  fouth.  Large  woodcocks  rofe  every  mo- 
ment from  amid  the  myrtles  and  laurel- 
rofes,  with  which  this  part  of  the  country 
fo  abounds.  Here  are  numerous  foun- 
tains of  water,  as  clear  as  chryflal,  many 
of  which  have  been  embellilhed  by  the 
Turks,  and  formed  into  handfome  bafons. 
In  this  delightful  fpot,  beneath  the  fhade  of  a 
plane-tree,  furrounded  with  flowering  llirubs, 
we  made  our  halt,  and  breakfafted  on  par- 
tridges, excellent  wine,  fome  olives,  and  the 
limpid  water  of  the  fpring  ;  we  did  not,  how- 
ever, give  over  our  fport,  but  climbed  up  the 
dry  channel  of  a  torrent,  till  we  came  into  a 
plain,  which  extends  as  far  as  the  foot  of  the 
lower  chain  of  mountains,  and  in  which  we 
found  great  plenty  of  the  fineft  partridges  and 
hares.  Such,  Madam,  was  the  country  in 
which  we  took  the  diverfion  of  jfhooting  y  but 
we  did  not  too  prodigally  permit  ourfelves  this 
pleafure,  and,  in  general,  only  indulged  in  it 
once  a  week. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

LET- 
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LETTER       XXXVII. 


To  M.  L.  M. 


Wi 


E  have  already.  Madam,  vifited  the 
mod  beautiful  fpots  to  the  weft  and  fouth 
of  Canea.  It  now  remains  for  us  to  take 
a  view  of  cape  Melee  (/>),  which  llretches  to 
the  north  and  eaft  of  that  town.  Its  enor- 
mous head  is  feven  leagues  in  circumference, 
and  offers  to  the  navigator  nothing  but  fteep 
rocks,  and  threatening  fhoals  ;  but,  among  its 
romantic  hills  on  the  land  fide,  the  traveller 
finds  many  places  well  deferving  his  atten- 
tion. 

The  eaftern  part  of  this  promontory  forms 
one  of  the  coafts  of  the  gulph  of  La  Sude. 
Half  a  league  from  its  mouth,  is  a  rock  on 
which  is  built  the  caftle  of  that  name,  which 


(p)  This   cape   was  anciently  called  the  Promontory  of 
Ciamuin. 

A  a  2  renfted 
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refifted  for  fo  many  years  the  Ottoman  arms. 
It  might  eafily  be  battered  from  the  fide  of 
Cape    Melee,    which   is  only    a   quarter    of  a 
league  from  the  fhore,    and  commands  it  by 
its  fituation.     It    could    not   be   taken,    how- 
ever,   without  a  fquadron,    as   it  has    feveral 
batteries  ranged  above  each  other,  hewn  out 
of  the  folid  rock,  and  is    fo    extenfive  as  to 
contain  a  village  with   about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  houfes.     Veflels  of  every  lize  may  anchor 
all  round  this  fortrefs.     But  were  its  artillery 
well  ferved,  and  by  expert  gunners,  the  mofl 
formidable  fleet  could  never  force  the  entrance 
of  the   bay,    nor    efcape,    if  once  fuffered  to 
enter.     The   fort  of  La  Sude  is   one  of  the 
mod  important  ftrong-holds   of  the  ifland  of 
Candia,  and  was    accordingly    that   which  re- 
mained longeft  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  republic 
of  Venice. 

That  part  of  the  bay,  which  extends  be- 
yond the  caille,  is  a  league  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  one-third  of  a  league  broad. 
There  is  no  anchoring-ground  nearer  than  at 
the  diftance  of  half  a  league  from  its  ex- 
tremity ;  and  in  any  other  part,  no  bottom  is 
to  be  found  at  a  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms. 
The  anchorage,  however,  is  fufficiently  ex- 
tenfive 
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tenfive  for  the  mofl  numerous  fleet  ;  and  fhips 
lie  there  fheltered  from  all  the  winds,  and  land- 
locked as  in  a  bafon. 

The  extremity  of  the  gulph  of  La  Sude, 
called  La  ^Culate,  is  only  a  league  and  a  half 
from  the  porte  of  Canea.  They  are  united  by 
a  natural  valley,  through  which  it  would  be 
eafy  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
two  harbours.  Nothing  more  would  be  re- 
quifite  than  to  cut  a  fliort  canal,  which  feems 
to  be  fuggefted  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
ground.  This  would  be  of  ineftimable  ad- 
vantage to  commerce.  For  when  the  north 
winds  blow,  which  fometimes  detain  fhips  a 
week  at  Canea,  they  might  come  down  the 
ilrait  of  La  Sude,  and  put  to  fea.  Nor  would 
it  be  lefs  favourable  to  them  at  the  time  of 
their  arrival  :  vefTels  which,  from  contrary 
winds,  were  unable  to  make  one  of  thefe 
harbours,  might  reach  the  other.  Such  a 
canal  would  alfo  have  many  other  advantages, 
which  I  fhall  not  here  fpecify,  as  plans  of  this 
nature  will  never  be  executed  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Turks. 

Let  us   now  proceed  toward  the  higher  part 

of  Cape   Melee.     This  road  is  very   difficult, 

for  we  are  obliged  to  climb  a  number  of  lleep 

I  hills, 
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hills,  which  lie  perpetually  barren.     On  them 
the  fportfman   finds  as  much  game  as  he  can 
wifh  for  ;  hares  and  partridges  in  abundance  ; 
but  the  lover  of  agriculture  views  with  regret 
thefe    naked    rocks,     hill-fides    covered   with 
briars,  thyme,  and  an  infinity  of  wild  plants, 
of  no  utility  to  man.     The  foot  of  the  rocks 
is    lined    with    the   cyclamen,     or   fow-bread, 
which   in  the  fpring  covers    the  ground  with 
its    pleafing   flowers.      "When  we  have  pafled 
thele  rugged  and   defolate  places,  we  defcend 
into  a  plain,  which  owes  its  fertility  and  riches 
to  a  convent  of  monks,  who   have  themfelves 
cleared  out  the  lands.     They  have  enriched  the 
barren  hills  with  vineyards,  and  planted  woods 
of  olive,  almond,  and  fruit-trees,  which  pro- 
duce  them    a  confiderable  revenue.     On  the 
low  grounds  they  till   the  bed  land,  and  fow 
it    with  wheat  and  barley.     The  Turks  have 
the  juflice  to  refpedl  their  property,  and  though 
their  fields  have  now  attained  the  higheft  Hate 
of  improvement,  do  not  add  a  farthing  to  the 
çld  and  very  trifling  taxes. 

We  arrive  at  the  convent  of  the  Trinity 
by  a  long  alley,  adorned  with  lofty  cyprefles. 
On  entering  the  court,  which  forms  a  long 
fquare,  we  fee  the  work-lhops  and  cellars  of 

the 
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the  holy  fathers  diftributed  around  it.  In  the 
centre  of  this  court  is  a  fmall  church,  the 
portal  and  fides  of  which  are  ornamented  with 
orange-trees,  forming  a  noble  circular  peri- 
llyle,  and  which,  when  in  bloflbm,  fill  the 
air  with  their  fragrance.  This  monaftery  is 
provided  with  all  the  utenhls  necetfary  for 
agriculture:  they  have  oil  and  wine-prelies 
likewife,  and  every  convenience  adapted  to 
a  rural  life.  While  the  priefts  are  oflering  up 
prayers  to  God,  and  celebrating  divine  fer- 
vice,  the  lay-brethren  employ  themfelves  in 
ruftic  occupations.  It  is  a  little  republic, 
which  derives  its  wealth  from  labour,  and  of 
which  the  members,  attached  to  their  refpec- 
trve  duties,  lead  a  laborious,  but  peaceable 
and  happy  life.  We  frequently  took  up  our 
quarters  with  thefe  good  monks,  to  be  more 
in  readinefs  for  fliooting,  and  always  expe- 
rienced from  them  the  refpect  and  attention 
of  a  hofpitality  which  anticipated  all  our 
wants. 

Leaving  the  convent  of  the  Trinity,  we 
arrive,  after  an  hour's  walk,  through  very 
rugged  paths,  at  the  monaflery  of  St.  John, 
fituated  on  the  loftieft  fummit  of  Cape  Melee. 
The  level  ground,  in  front  of  the  houfe,  com- 
mands 
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mands  the  adjacent  country.  Seated  under  a 
fingle  olive-tree,  which  rifes  between  two 
rocks,  the  traveller  refpires  a  cool  air  in  the 
middle  of  the  hotted  day  of  fummer,  and 
difcovers  an  immenfe  extent  of  country.  To 
the  fouth  he  fees  the  chain  of  the  White 
Mountains,  crowned  with  fnows  and  forefts  ; 
to  the  weft  the  Minarets  of  Canea,  and  to 
the  north  the  diftant  point  of  Cape  Spada, 
and  all  the  veffels  which  commerce  brings  into 
thefe  feas.  His  ideas  expand  in  proportion  to 
the  magnificence  of  the  profpeft  before  him. 
If  he  contrafts  his  horizon,  he  difcovers  the 
hill-fides  ornamented  with  vineyards,  moun- 
tains full  of  rocky  precipices,  and  in  the 
plain,  country  houfes  furrounded  by  delight- 
ful groves.  His  imagination  ftraying  beneath 
their  fhade,  beholds  the  fruit  fufpended  from 
their  branches,  and  the  flowers  which  deco- 
rate the  myrtles.  Abforbed  in  a  pleafmg  re- 
very,  he  views  with  rapture  this  enchanting 
landfcape.  But,  ah  !  What  horrid  noife  fud- 
denly  av/akens  him  from  his  dream  ?  He 
hears  the  hollow  found  of  the  diftant  tempeft  ; 
and  the  dafliing  of  the  waves  againft  the  rocks 
fufpended  over  their  abyfs.  Their  roaring  is 
tremendous  ;  and  they  threaten  to  undermine 

the 
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the  foundations  of  thefe  huge  maffes  of  ftone, 
and  ingulph  them  in  their  waters.  How  do 
they  foam  and  lafh  continually  the  refounding 
iliore  !  Surely  this  is  the  anger  of  nature  ! 
Adieu,  ye  fmiling  fhades  !  dehcious  profpefts, 
adieu  !  no  longer  can  you  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  alarmed  fpectator.  Calling  his 
eyes  around  him,  he  difcovers  nothing  but 
precipices,  calcined  rocks,  and  barren  hills 
piled  one  upon  the  other,  while  he  fliudders 
at  their  horrid  afpedt.  Such,  IMadam,  are 
the  different  fcenes  which  occafionally  prefent 
themfelves  to  an  obferver  beneath  the  olive- 
tree,  before  the  monaftery  of  St.  John. 

From  this  hermitage  a  narrow  path,  hewn  in 
fome  places  out  of  the  rock,  leads  to  a  grotto, 
embellifhed  by  the  wonderful  powers  of  na- 
ture. To  arrive  there,  we  mufl  continue  to 
defcend  for  half  an  hour  into  a  very  fteep 
valley  ;  but  the  pleafure  amply  repays  the  la- 
bour. This  vaft  cavern  is  lull  of  brilliant 
flalaftites  ;  fome  of  which  are  of  a  pyra- 
midal form,  while  others  refemble  the  pipes 
of  an  organ,  and,  pendant  from  the  roof,  feem 
to  threaten  the  head  of  the  curious  examiner. 
They  line  all  the  fides,  relied:,  like  chryltal,  the 
light  of  the  flambeaux  ;  are  as  polifhed  as  glaiV, 

and 
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and  extremely  brilliant  ;  but  they  are  not  fluted, 
nor  do  they  hang  in  fefloons,  like  thofe  of  the 
grotto  of  Antiparos,  the  moft  beautiful  in  the 
world.  The  forms  of  the  latter  are  much 
more  varied,  and  their  effed,  by  confequence, 
far  more  aftonifhing. 

The  apple-fage  (^),  defcribed  by  Tourne- 
fort,  grows  in  abundance  along  the  valley 
leading  to  the  grotto.  The  botanift  has  rea- 
fon  to  lament  that  this  learned  naturalifl  re- 
mained fo  fliort  a  time  in  the  ifland,  and 
examined  it  at  a  feafon  when  the  country, 
burnt  up  by  the  fun,  could  afford  him  nothing 
but  parched  plants.  Had  he  feen  it  in  the 
fpring,  be  would  have  enriched  his  catalogue 
with  feveral  fpecies,  which  had  difappeared 
before  his  arrival.  The  beautiful  flirub, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  ebon-tree  of 
Crete,  is  found  among  the  rocks  on  the  fea- 
fhore.  It  does  not  grow  to  any  great  height, 
but  the  lively  purple  flowers,  which  glitter 
among  its  filver  foliage,  render  it  very  pleafing. 

Let  us  now  defcend  from  Cape  Melee,  and 
return  towards  Canea;  in  our  way,  we  meet 

(q)  This  fage  is  not  confined  to  this  fpot.  Large  U-afts 
«f  ground  are  covered  with  it  in  Mount  Ida. 

with 
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with  the  convent  of  Acrotiri,  which  is  a 
convent  of  nuns.  It  is  a  frightful  folitude, 
in  the  environs  of  which  nothing  is  feen  but 
dreary  rocks,  and  at  their  feet  the  wild  thyme, 
briars,  the  thyme  with  the  odoriferous  flower, 
the  hibdanum,  and  a  few  ftraw-berry  bufhes. 
The  nuns  here  are  not  cloillered,  and  make 
no  other  vow  but  that  of  virginity.  Each 
choofes  a  companion  ;  and,  thus  coupled,  they" 
refide  in  fmall  houfes,  built  round  a  chapel, 
to  v/hich  a  Greek  priell  comes  to  fay  mafs. 
Thefe  couples  perform  all  the  mutual  offices 
of  friendliiip,  aiîiil  each  other,  and  poflefs,  in 
common,  an  inclofure,  more  or  iefs  confider- 
able,  appropriated  to  the  double  cell.  This 
is  their  garden  and  orchard,  in  which  we  find 
orange,  almond,  and  olive-trees.  They  like- 
wife  keep  bees,  which  are  not  fliut  up  in 
hives,  and  have  no  covering  but  planks,  laid- 
crofs-ways  on  tv/o  pods,  beneath  which  fhelter 
alone  thefe  induflrious  creatures  depofit  their 
honey  and  wax.  The  firll  combs  are  the 
largeft,  and  gradually  diminifh  to  a  point. 
They  are  all  in  the  fhape  of  an  inverted  py- 
ramid, and  it  is  furprifing  how  fall  they  are 
made  by  the  bees.  Ihe  honey  of  thefe  in- 
fecls  is  produced  from  the  flowers  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  kinds  of  thyme,  and  an  infinity  of 
odoriferous  plants  and  (hrubs,  with  which  the 
country  is  covered  ;  nor  can  any  exceed  it  in 
purity  or  fragrance. 

But  to  return  to  our  nuns.  I  have  already 
told  you.  Madam,  that,  united  in  pairs,  they 
inhabit  a  building,  confifting  of  three  or  four 
apartments.  Each  of  thefe  little  dwellings  con- 
tains various  conveniences  within  itfelf.  They 
have  here  likewife  a  vaft  ciftern,  a  neceffary 
precaution  on  an  eminence  without  water,  a 
wine-prefs,  an  oven,  and  one  or  two  looms 
for  making  linen.  They  generally  rear  filk- 
worms,  and  gather  cotton,  which  is  an  an- 
nual plant  in  this  country.  One  of  the  fifters 
fpins,  while  the  other  weaves,  and  fome  of 
them  knit  (lockings.  When  they  have  pro- 
vided themfelves  with  what  is  neceffary  for 
their  own  ufe,  they  fell  the  remainder  of  the 
fruits  of  their  induflry,  in  the  town. 

In  their  cells  we  fee  neither  fumptuoufnefs 
nor  magnificence  ;  we  find  only  convenient 
utenfils,  and  fimple  and  abfolutely  neceffary 
furniture,  which  is  kept  perpetually  clean  and 
neat.  In  a  word,  thefe  nuns,  without  being 
rich,  enjoy  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  for 
which   they    are   indebted   to   their   induflry. 

Cheerfulnefs 
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Cheerfulnefs  is  their  conltant  companion,  and 
we  fee  among  them  no  melancholy  faces.  In 
general,  a  young  fifter  unites  herfelf  to  one 
older  than  herfelf,  to  folace  and  relieve  her 
from  the  burthen  of  the  more  laborious  em- 
ployments. I  frequently  vifited  a  Greek  lady, 
who  every  year  paiTed  a  few  weeks  in  this 
monallery,  and  always  found,  among  thefe 
voluntary  nuns,  a  mildnefs,  modefty,  and 
livelinefs,  very  remote  from  that  four  and  au- 
ftere  charafter,  which  is  abfolutely  inconfiftent 
with  virtue. 

At  the  moment  I  am  writing,  Acrotiri  con- 
tains within  its  narrow  precinfts  the  decrepi- 
tude of  age,  the  vigour  of  riper  years,  and 
all  the  charms  of  youth.  I  have  feen  three 
of  thefe  females  well  deferving  to  employ 
the  pencil  of  a  fkilful  painter  :  a  nun  of 
a  hundred  and  nine  years  old,  another  of 
thirty-fix,  and  a  novice  of  fixteen.  The  firft, 
bent  like  a  bow,  with  difficulty  hobbled  along 
by  the  aid  of  a  fmall  ftaff,  and  feemed  every 
moment  ready  to  fink  with  feeblenefs.  She 
had  (till  preferved  all  her  fenfes,  though  blunt- 
ed, and  in  a  kind  of  ilupor  ;  to  extraft  any 
converfation  from  her,  you  muft  give  her  a 
glafs  of  cordial,  or  of  excellent  wine,  which 
gradually   revived   her    heart.      She   told   us, 

fhe 
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fhe  was  born  in  the  village  of  La  Sude  ;  how 
the  Turks  had  feveral  times  befieged  that  for- 
trefs,  and  how  the  bombs  they  threw  fell 
upon  the  roofs  of  the  houfes,  and  fpread  ter- 
ror among  the  inhabitants.  After  the  taking 
of  the  fort,  fhe  retired  to  the  convent  of 
Acrotiri,  where  fhe  has  refided  near  four-fcore 
years  (r). 

The  fécond  was  tall,  with  an  animated 
countenance,  and  elegant  features  ;  her  air 
was  majeftic,  her  eye-brows  black,  and  her 
eyes  fparkling  ;  but  the  rofes  of  her  cheeks, 
and  the  lilies  of  her  complexion,  began  to 
fade  ;  fhe  was  ftill  handfome,  but  her  beauty 
was  the  beauty  of  maturity  ;  the  delicacy  and 
foftnefs  of  blooming  youth  was  evidently 
pad,  and  each  fuccelBve  day  robbed  her  of  a 
charm. 

The  third — you  mufl  have  feen  her.  Ma- 
dam, to  conceive  a  juft  idea  of  her  beauty^ 
which  my  powers  of  defcription  are  totally 
infufficient  to  convey.  Unite,  in  imagina- 
tion, all  the  charms  which    fometimes    adorn 

(r)  The  fort  of  I.a  Sude  was  ftill  in  the  poîTefflon  of  the 
Venetians,  when  M  Tournefort  vifited  this  country,  in  1700. 
They  continued  mafters  ot  it  feveral  years  after  ;  and  it  was 
onij»  tiiken  from  them  in  1707,  or  1708. 

the 
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the  faired  of  nature's  works,  in  all  their 
delicacy  and  perfection,  in  all  their  altonilh- 
ing  harmony  and  grace,  and  you  will  have 
a  feeble  image  of  the  novice  of  Acrotiri.  Her 
features  had  unoommon  animation,  and  her 
eyes  fparkled  with  a  luflre  that  feemed  more 
than  human,  and  which  it  was  impoflible  to 
fuftain  unmoved.  How  indefcribable  mull 
have  been  her  fmile,  would  this  beauteous 
virgin  have  confented  to  fmile.  Tranfcendent 
as  \t'ere  her  charms,  her  drefs  was  of  the  moft 
fimple  kind,  yet  it  feemed  as  if  no  ornament 
might  be  added  that  could  embellifh  her. 
Every  aftion,  every  attitude,  made  her  appear 
ftill  more  lovely.  Abfolutely  unconfcious  of 
her  beauty,  flie  with  apparent  pleafure  waited 
on  the  nun,  whom  flie  confidered  as  her  mo- 
ther, and  anticipated  all  her  defires.  Her  whole 
air  and  manner  were  free  from  the  flightefl  tinge 
of  affeftation  ;  fhe  appeared  abforbed  in  fublime 
ideas,  and  only  aipired  to  the  happinefs  of 
being  received  among  the  nuns  of  Acroriri. 
I  cannot  deny.  Madam,  that  I  was  fenfibiy 
concerned  at  the  thought  of  fo  many  charnii» 
being  for  ever  buried  in  the  depth  of  a  fad 
folitude,  and  that  (lie,  who  feemed  born  to 
give    the    highefl    felicity    to    fome    favoured 

mortal. 
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irortal,  fhould  be  feparated  for  «ver  from  the 
fociety  of  man  !  I  went  often  to  the  monaftery, 
and  never  failed  to  vjfit  the  good  nun,  who 
was  to  her  as  a  mother. 

Let  a  painter  try  what  his  art  can  efFeâ:, 
and  if  he  would  reprefent  the  bloom  of  youth, 
the  maturity  of  riper  years,  and  old  age  in 
its  decrepitude,  let  him  pourtray  the  three 
females  I  have  endeavoured  feebly  to  de- 
fcribe.  But  he  muft  fail  in  the  attempt.  To 
fucceed,  he  muft,  like  me,  hâve  feen  the  ori- 
ginals. The  imagination  only  traces  with 
fidelity  what  the  eye  has  obferved.  Then 
genius  meditates  and  compofes,  and  by  its 
powers  becomes  creative  :  for  perfedly  to  re- 
prefent fuch  objeds,  is  rather  to  create  than 
to  imitate.  This  was  the  perfeftion  to  which 
Protogenes  attained.  The  froth,  on  the  mouth 
of  the  panting  dog,  appeared  to  him  imitated, 
and  not  natural  ;  an  ordinary  artift  would 
have  been  fatisfied,  but  the  Rhodian  painter 
afpired  to  the  perfedion  of  nature  ;  that  is, 
to  be  like  her  creative. 

Let  us  return  to  Canea,  frojn  which  we  are 
only  a  league  diftant.  As  foon  as  we  defcend 
the  mountain,  we  pafs  through  a  country 
abounding  in  all  the  trcafures  of  agriculture, 

fmiling 
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fmiling  paftures,  and  plantations  of  olives  and 
orange  trees.  Alas  !  Madam,  the  riches  with 
which  the  earth  is  covered,  the  beauty  of 
thefe  (hades,  the  flowers  and  fruits  with  which 
the  trees  are  loaded,  have  no  longer  any  charms 
for  me.     Let  us  re-enter  the  walls  of  Canea. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


B  b  LET. 
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To  M.  L.  M. 

1  HE  ifland  of  Crete^  Madam,  is  at  prefent 
governed  by  three  Pachas,  who  refide  at  Can- 
dia,  Canea,  and  Retimo.  The  firft,  who  is 
always  a  Pacha  of  three  tails,  is,  as  I  may 
fay,  the  viceroy  of  the  ifland.  He  is  in- 
verted with  the  fupreme  power,  has  the  in- 
fpedion  of  the  forts  and  arfenals,  nominates 
to  vacant  military  pofts,  and  to  the  govern- 
ments of  La  Sude,  Grabufa,  Spina  Longua, 
and  Gira  Petra  (j^).  The  governors  of  thefe 
forts  are  called  beys.  They  have  under  them 
a  governor  of  the  caftle,  and  three  general 
officers,  one  of  whom  is  general  of  the  ar- 
tillery, the  other  of  the  cavalry,  and  the  third 
of  the  janiflaries. 

(s)  Gira,  Petra,  formerly  called  HicrapUhnay  was  a 
city  with  a  harbour,  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ifland.  At  |^refcnt  it  is  but  a  fmall  and  wretched  town,  only 
ihe  fmallcft  veflels  can  enter  the  harbour  ;  and  the  fortrefs, 
which  is  incapable  of  defence,  ferves  merely  to  frighten  away 
the  Corfairs. 

The 
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The  council  of  the  Pacha  confifts  of  a  Kyaia, 
who  has  great  influence  in  all  public  affairs, 
and  the  difpofal  of  almoft  all  appointments  ;  of 
the  Aga  of  the  janiffaries,  who  is  colonel-general 
of  the  troops,  and  principal  fuperintendant  of 
the  police  5  of  two  Topigi-Bachis  (/)  ;  of  a  Def- 
terdar,  ti-eafurer-general  of  the  imperial  claims  j 
of  the  keeper  of  the  imperial  treafury,  aiid  of 
the  fi'rfl  officers  of  the  army.  It  is  plain, 
therefore,  that  this  government  is  purely  mi- 
litary ;  and,  wh.'ch  is  the  natural  confequence, 
that  the  power  of  the  Percha  Serafquier  is  abfo- 
lute.  There  is  no  appeal  from  his  fentence, 
which  is  inilantly  carried  into  execution. 

The  great  officers  of  the  law  are,  the  Muphti, 
the  fupreme  head  of  religion,  and  the  Cady. 
The  former  expounds  the  laws  relative  to  the 
partition  of  property  among  children,  inherit- 
ances, and  marriages  ;  in  a  word,  all  thofe 
laid  down  by  Mahomet  in  the  Koran  ;  and 
decides  on  every  thing  refpeéling  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Mahometan  religion.  The 
Cadi  cannot  pafs  fentence  in  difputes  ori- 
ginating in  thefe  laws,  until  he  has  obtained, 
in  writing,  the  opinion  of  the  Muphti,  which, 

(/)  General  of  the  artillery. 

B  ^    2  18 
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is  called  a  fait/a.  His  office,  therefore,  is  to 
receive  declarations,  complaints,  the  pyefents 
of  individuals,  and  to  decide  in  the  common 
"cafes  of  litigation.  The  Pacha  muft  confult 
thefe  judges  before  he  can  legally  put  a  Turk  to 
death  ;  but  when  he  has  attained  the  dignity 
of  three  tails,  he  often  raifes  himfelf  above 
the  law,  and  at  once  dilates  the  fentence  of 
death,  and  orders  it  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  his  own  authority. 

Each  mofque  has  its  Imam,  a  fort  of 
curate,  who  performs  divine  fervice  ;  and 
Ichool-mafters  are  diftributed  in  different  quar- 
ters of  the  town.  Thefe  men  are  greatly 
refpeded  in  Turkey,  and  bear  the  title  of 
Effendi  (//). 

The  following  is  the  number  of  troops  of  which 

the  garrifon  of  Candia  confifts. 

•  .   -'j  -     - 

E'ive  companies  of  Janiifaries,  the  number 

of  which  varies. 

Tw^enty  companies  of  jerli,  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  each. 

Tv/o  companies  of  Ifdarli. 

{u)    Eifendi  is  a  title  of  honour,    bedowed  on   perfons 
coufidered  as  deferving  refpeil. 

Four 
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Four  companies  of  gunners. 
Four  companies  of  cavalry. 
Four  companies  of  volunteers. 
One  company  of  bombardiers. 
One  company  of  miners. 

In  the  whole  forty-fix  companies,  com- 
pofing  an  army  of  about  ten  thoufand  men. 
Ail  thefe  troops  are  not  in  the  town,  but 
would  be  collefted  in  an  inftant.  They  re- 
ceive their  pay  regularly,  and  pundually,  every 
three  months,  except  the  janiifaries,  whofe 
officers  alone  are  paid.  The  different  pofts 
in  this  militia  do  not  depend  on  the  Pacha. 
All  promotions  are  regulated  by  a  council  of 
each  company,  confiding  of  the  officers  on 
duty,  and  the  veterans.  Thefe  offices  can 
only  be  held  two  years,  except  that  of  the 
Sorbagi,  or  captain,  which  is  purchafed  at 
Conftantinople,  and  held  for  life.  The  Ou^a, 
or  cook,  is  continued  likewife  in  his  em- 
ployment as  long  as  the  company  are  contented 
with  his  fervices.  There  is  a  chaplain,  or  I??iûm, 
to  every  company. 

The  garrifons  of  Canea  and  Retimo,  regu- 
lated on   the  fame  plan,    are    much  lefs   nu- 

nierpus 
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mérous.  The  firfl  confifts  of  about  three 
thoufand  men,  the  other  of  fifteen  hundred. 
But  as  all  the  male  children  of  the  Turks  be- 
come members  of  the  corps  of  janiflaries  at 
their  birth,  their  number  would  greatly  aug- 
ment in  time  of  war.  There  is  not  much, 
indeed,  to  fear  from  them,  the  greateft  part 
having  fcarcely  ever  feen  a  muiket  fired. 
They  are"  never  exercifed  in  military  evolu- 
tions, and  are  totally  ignorant  of  that  dread- 
ful art,  which,  in  our  days  has  been  brought 
to  fuch  perfection,  and  which,  reduced  to  cer- 
tain rules,  triumphs,  without  difficulty,  over 
blind  force  and  numbers. 

A  Pacha  of  Canea,  who  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  the  laft  war  with  the  Ruffians,  was  de- 
firous  to  try  the  (kill  of  the  gunners  of  that 
garrifon.  He  ordered  a  bark  to  be  anchored, 
at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  walls, 
and  a  large  barrel  placed  on  the  deck.  The 
fea  was  perfeftly  calm,  and  the  mark  ex- 
ceedingly diftind:  ;  but,  notwithftanding  a  re- 
ward was  offered  to  the  perfon  who  ffiould 
knock  it  down,  the  gunners  kept  firing  the 
whole  day,  without  touching  either  the  barrel, 
pr  the  boat. 

The 
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The  Pachas   of  Canea  and  Retimo  are  not 
lefs  abfolute,  within  the  limits  of  their  govern- 
ments, than  the  Pacha  of  Candia.     They  en- 
joy the  fume  privileges,    and   their  council  is 
compofed  of  the  fame    officers.       Thefe   go- 
vernors   are   only    intent   on    rapidly    enrich- 
ing themfeives,   and  ufe  every  means  to  ex- 
tort money    from    the    Greeks,    who  are  op- 
prefled  in  a  manner  not  to  he  defcribed.     But, 
to  fay  the  truth,  thefe  unhappy  people  ft  retch 
out  their  willing  necks  to  the  chains  that  weigh 
them  down.     Their  envious  difpofition  is  con- 
tinually arming  them  againft  each  other.     If 
one  of  them  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  ac- 
quire a  little  property,    others  endeavour   to 
difcover   fomething   of  which  to  accufe   him 
before  the  Pacha,  who  avails  himfelf  of  thefe 
diffenfions,  to  rob  both  parties.     It  feems  as 
if  the  Greeks,  dejected  and  debafed  by  their 
misfortunes,  were  no  longer  capable  of  a  ge- 
nerous fentiment;    nor  are  they  in  the  leaft 
amended  by  the  cruel  examples  they  have  every 
day  before  their  eyes. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  furprifmg  that,  under  this 
barbarous  government,  the  number  of  Greeks 
ihould   daily   diminifh.      At   prefent  Crete   is 

fuppoftd 
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fuppofed   to  contain,  at  moft,  only      150,000 
Sixty-five   thoufand   of  whom  pay 
the  carach  (x). 

The  Turks,  though  they  have  only 
poffefled  the  ifland  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years,  as  they  are  not  fub- 
jeâ:  to  the  fame  oppreflion,  have 
multiplied,  and  flourifh  on  the  ruins 
of  the  vanquifhed.  Their  number 
amounts  to  -  -  -  200,000 

That  of  the  Jews  only  to      -       -  200 

Total         350,200 

Is  it  not  aftonifhing  to  find  fo  few  inha- 
bitants on  this  ifland,  which  is  above  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  leagues  in  circumference  ?  Is  not 
this  diminution  of  men  a  fufficient  proof  of  a 
deflrudive  government  ?  I  am  aware  that  Crete 
is  interfered  by  chains  of  high  mountains, 
where  we  cannot  exped  any  great  popula- 
tion. But  there  are  rich  valleys,  and  im- 
menfe  plains,  capable  of  being  rendered  pro- 


(x)  The  carach,  as  I  have  faid,  is  the  tribute  paid  to  the 
Grand  Signior  by  all  his  fubjeéls,  not  Mahometans.  But  it 
is  levied  only  on  men  arrived  at  maturity  ;  women  and 
children  are  exempt  from  it.. 

digioufly 
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digioufly  fruitful.  Nothing  is  wanting  to 
this  teeming  foil  but  labourers  and  fecured 
property,  to  make  it  furnifh  fubfiilence  for 
four  times  the  people  it  now  contains. 

The  hundred  cities  of  Crete  have  been  ce- 
lebrated by  the  writers  of  antiquity,  and  Geo- 
graphy has  preferred  to  us  their  names  and 
fituations  (y).  Several  of  thefe  contained 
thirty  thoufand  citizens  ;  if,  therefore,  we 
allow  fix  thoufand  to  each,  on  an  average,  I 
imagine  we  (liall  be  rather  under  than  above 
the  true  number. 

This  calculation  will  give  for  the  hundred 
cities         -  -         -         -         -         600,000 

We  may  alfo  eflimate  the  Cretans 
difperfed  in  the  towns  and  villages, 
at  the  fame  number  -  -         600,000 


Total         1,200,000 

This  cannot  be  efteemed  an  exaggerated 
calculation.  When  the  Venetians  were  in 
polfeifion  of  the  kingdom  of  Candia,  it  is  faid 

fy)  The  cities  of  CnofTus,  Gortyna,  and  Cydon,  muft 
have  contained,  each  of  them,  at  Icait  30,000  citizens, 
if  we  may  judge  from  their  power,  ind  the  extent  af- 
figned  them  by  hiflorians. 

I  to 


37»  LETTERS 

to  have  contained  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
ÛX  Tillages. 

Thus  we  find  that,  when  Crete  was  a  free 
country,  it  maintained  eight  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  inhabitants 
more  than  at  this  day.  But  fince  thofe  happy 
dmes,  this  unfortunate  ifiand  has  been  de- 
prived of  her  hiws  by  the  Romans  ;  groaned 
under  the  difaftrous  reigns  of  the  corrupt 
princes  of  the  lower  empire  ;  been  ravaged 
by  the  Arabs  during  a  hundred  and  twenty 
years  ;  exchanged  their  government  for  that 
of  the  Venetians,  and,  at  length,  has  been 
finally  fubjeâied  to  the  defpotifm  of  the 
lurks,  who,  in  all  the  countries  they  have 
conquered,  have  occafioned  a  frightful  depo- 
pulation. 

Î  might  produce  many  examples  of  this  de- 
flruâ:ion.  When  Candia  was  in  the  polTeffion  of 
the  Venetians,  the  towns  of  Sitia,  Gira  Petra, 
Sifamo,  and  Sphachia,  were  crowded  with 
inhabitants  ;  at  this  day  they  are  but  wretched 
villages  with  ruined  fortreffes,  and  harbours, 
nearly  choaked  up.  Candia,  the  capital  of 
the  kingdom,  v/as  prodigioufly  populous,  and 
carried  on  a  very  extenfive  commerce  in 
wines,  corn,  filks,  and  wax.     It  was,  indeed, 

a  iecond 
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a  fécond  Venice  ;  but  is  now  almofl  de- 
ferted. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Turks,  during  a  five 
and  twenty  years  war,  deflroyed  many  thou- 
fand  of  the  Candiots  ;  and  that  the  plague, 
the  confiant  attendant  of  their  armies,  fol- 
lowed them  into  this  ifland,  and  was  the  de- 
ftruélion  of  a  ftill  greater  number  ;  but  if  the 
Ottoman  government  had  confidered  men  as  of 
any  importance,  it  might  have  been  able,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  whole  century  of  peace  and 
tranquillity,  to  repair  thefe  ravages. 

The  Turks  have  left  the  Greeks  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  but  do  not  allow  them 
to  repair  their  churches  and  monafleries,  with- 
out permiffion,  which  is  only  to  be  obtained 
by  money,  and  brings  in  confiderable  fums  to 
the  Pachas.  They  have,  as  formerly,  twelve 
bifhops,  the  principal  of  whom  aflumes  the 
title  of  archbifliop  of  Gortyna.  He  refides  at 
Candia,  which  is  the  feat  of  the  Metropolitan 
church.  Nominated  himfelf  by  the  patriarch 
of  Conftantinople,  he  fills  up  ^11  the  vacant 
fees   of   the  ifland  (z).     He   beîars   the   triple 

crown 

(2)  Thefe  bifhoprics  are,  at  prefent,  Gortyna,  Cnojhut 
MiralcUa,     Byera,      Gira     Petra,     yircadia,      CheromfuSy 

Lamhisy 
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crown  on  his  tiara,  figns  in  red,  and  is  re- 
fponfible  for  all  the  debts  of  the  clergy.  To 
fulfil  thefe  engagenients,  he  levies  heavy  con- 
tributions on  the  other  bifhops,  and  efpecially 
the  monafteries.  He  is  acknowledged  as  chief 
of  the  Greeks,  whom  he  protefts  as  far  as 
his  feeble  influence  extends.  To  him  the 
government  applies  in  matters  of  importance  ; 
and  he  alone,  of  his  whole  nation,  has  the 
privilege  of  entering  a  town  on  horfeback. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Lambis,  M'tlopotamOy  Retimo,  Canea.,  C'tjamo.  They  arc 
nearly  the  fame  as  under  the  Conftantinopolitan  empe- 
rors. 


L  E  T. 
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LETTER     XXXIX. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

J.  H  E  olive-tree,  Madam,  that  precious  tree, 
confecrated  to  Minerva,  has  almoll  difap- 
peared  from  Attica.  The  Albanians  and 
Turks,  who  have  alternately  ravaged  Greece, 
feem  to  have  been  intent  on  deflroying  it.  I 
have  been  aflured,  that,  within  twenty  years, 
they  have  cut  down  two  hundred  thoufand 
feet  of  thefe  trees.  Is  it  poflible  to  imagine 
greater  barbarifm  ?  Do  we  perceive  any  thing 
refembling  this  in  ancient  wars  ?  Thus  has 
the  Morea,  fo  rich  and  flourifhing,  when  pof- 
fefled  by  the  Venetians,  become  a  poor  and 
milerable  country. 

The  illand  of  Crete  has  not  in  this  refpeâ: 
fuffered  the  fame  fate.  The  olive-trees,  which 
delight  in  a  fandy  foil,  a  mild  temperature, 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  fea,  grow  in  abundance 
on  the  hills,  and  in  the  plains.  The  cold  is 
never  fevere  enough  to   injure  them,  and  the 

heat 
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heat  is  always  fufficient  perfedly  to  ripeii 
their  fruit.  We  meet  with  fome  which  feem 
coeval  with  the  foil  that  bears  them  ;  they 
grow  to  a  vafl  fize,  and  attain  the  height  of 
fifty  feet.  Their  produce  conllitutes  the  chief 
Vvtalth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  principal 
branch  of  commerce.  The  crops,  however, 
are  not  equally  abundant  ;  in  two  years,  one 
is  generally  excellent,  and  the  other  moderate. 
Exclufjve  of  the  prodigious  confumptioii  of 
oil  by  the  inhabitants,  and  efpecially  the 
Greeks,  who  make  ufe  of  it  as  fauce  to  vege- 
tables and  fifli,  during  the  four  Lents  ;  be- 
fides  what  the  Turks  of  Canea,  inftrufted  by 
a  native  of  Provence  (^7),  make  ufe  of  in  their 
manufactories  of  foap,  which  they  export 
throughout  the  Levant  ;  befides  the  great 
quantity  of  preferved  olives,  which  are  ferved 
at  every  table,  the  Turks  annually  load  four 
and  twenty  fhips  with  oil.  Thefe  veffels  con- 
tain,   on  an  average,    one  hundred  and  fifty 

(a)  The  mhabitants  of  Candia  had  no  manufadure 
\^  their  .Hand,  and  it  is  not  long  fince  a  native  of  Pro- 
vence taught  them  to  make  foup,  of  which  they  have 
now"  lèverai  manufaftories  at  Canea.  This  betrayer  of 
his  country's  interell  has  greatly  injured  the  trade  of 
Maffelllss. 

tons 
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tons  each,  the  value  of  which  is  /.      s.  d> 

about  90,000  Hvres,         -        -       3j75^     ^  ° 

Five  only  of  thefe  fhips  be- 
long to  foreign  nations,  and 
their  exportation  amounts  to 
450,000    livres,  -  -  iSj75o     o  o 

The  other  nineteen  are  of 
Marfeilles,  and  their  lading  a- 
mounts  to  1,710,000  livres,     -      71,250     o  o 

The  French  merchants,  fet- 
tled at  Canea,  annually  export, 
befides,in  wax  and  other  articles, 
to  the  amount  of  80,000  livres,  3?333  13  3 
which  makes  an  annual  expor- 
tation, from  this  illand,  on  ac- 
count of  theFrench,  to  the  value 
of  1,790,000  livres,  -  y4,^Bi   10  o 

They  import  to  the  amount 
of  450,000  livres  (18,750/,)  in 
the  cloths  of  Languedoc,  and  to 
about  1 00,000  livres  (4,166/.)  in 
fugar,  coffee,  Englifh  (hailoons, 
&c.  which  make  550,000  livres,      22,916     o  ô 

Deducting  this  from  the  pre- 
ceding amount  of  exports,  we 
fhall  find  that  the  balance  of 
commerce,  between  France  and 

the 
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the  ifland  of  Crete,  is  in  favour         /.        s.  d, 

of  the  latter  1,240,000  livres,         S^->^^^   ^3  3 

The  Marfeilles  houfes,  eflab- 
lifhed  at  Canea,  are  conneded 
with  thofe  of  Smyrna  and  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  the  balance  is 
paid  in  Turkifli  piafters. 

Now,  as  almofl  all  the  exports 
from  the  ifland  of  Crete  are 
made  at  Canea,  where  the  trad- 
ing fhips  of  different  nations  ar- 
rive, by  eftimating  at  one-third 
more  the  articles  fnipped  by  the 
Cretans  from  their  other  ports, 
we  {hall  rather  be  above  than 
below  the  truth,  if  we  eftimate 
the  total  at  2,986,666  livres,         124,444     8  4 

This  commerce  is  certainly  very  incon- 
fiderable  for  an  ifland  of  fo  great  an  extent. 
But  it  is  in  the  poflTeflion  of  the  Turks, 
who  are  ignorant  alike  of  the  arts  and  fciences  ; 
and  the  Greeks,  who,  ^  harrafl'ed  by  every 
fpecies  of  opprefllon,  dare  undertake  nothing, 
either»  for  private  advantage  or  public  uti- 
lity. The  ifland  does  not  contain  a  fufficient 
number  of  inhabitants   for  all  the  lands  to  be 

cultivated. 
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cultivated.  We  pafs  over,  with  fympathetic 
concern,  plains  of  three  or  four  leagues  ex- 
tent, watered  by  fertilizing  ftreams,  without 
meeting  with  the  flighted  trace  of  cultivation. 
Delightful  vallies,  where  the  luxuriant  earth 
produces  an  mfinity  of  wild  fhrubs  and  plants, 
lie  wafte,  for  want  of  hands,  encouragement, 
and  induftry.  The  indolent  Turk  paffes  his 
life  in  the  midfl  of  his  polfeflions,  without 
thinking  of  improvement  :  and  fhould  the 
Greek  obtain  permiflion  to  clear  out  a  piece 
of  ground  ;  after  bedewing  it  with  the  fweat 
of  his  brow,  and  at  the  moment  he  is  about 
to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  induftry,  his  power- 
ful neighbour  wrefts  from  him  the  fruit  of 
his  labour.  Within  thefe  few  years,  how- 
ever, feveral  of  the  land  proprietors  in  the 
environs  of  Canea,  have  become  fenfible  of 
what  is  their  true  intereft,  and  begun  a  few 
olive  plantations. 

'  When  the  kingdom  of  Candia  was  under 
the  dominion  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  it 
produced  great  quantities  of  grain,  amply 
fupplled  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
made  confiderable  exportations  to  foreign 
countries.  At  prefent  the  ifland  is  obliged  to 
import  corn  ;  and  I  have  feen  feveral  fiiips 
C  c  '       laden 
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laden  with  it  arrive  at  Canea.  This  is  not 
to  be  attributed  to  any  change  in  the  foil, 
which  is  flill  warmed  by  the  fame  fun,  and 
watered  by  the  fame  ftreams.  The  tyranny 
of  the  Turkifh  government  mud  alone  be 
confidered  as  the  caufe. 

Objects  of  the  lall  importance,  which  would 
infinitely  extend  the  commerce  of  the  Cretans, 
are  almofl  totally  negleded.  The  mulberry-tree 
thrives  admirably  in  the  ifland,  and  nothing 
would  be  more  eafy  than  to  rear  filk-worms. 
The  little  cotton  which,  is  cultivated  there,  is  of 
a  very  fine  quality  ;  and  the  wool,  though  not 
remarkable  for  its  finenefs,  is  fo  for  its  quan- 
tity ;  yet  is  there  not  a  fmgle  manufafture  in 
the  country  which  may  employ  thefe  valuable 
materials  !  Little  attention,  therefore,  is  paid 
to  the  filk-worm  ;  cotton  and  flax  are  culti- 
vated in  fmall  quantities  ;  and  never  will  it 
occur  to  the  imagination  of  a  Turk,  that 
under  a  mild  and  favourable  fky,  which 
would  allow  the  flocks  to  be  folded  the  whole 
year  in  the  open  air,  it  might  be  poflible,  by 
paying  due  attention  to  their  feeding,  and 
properly  croffing  the  breed,  to  obtain  wool 
even  equal  to  that  of  Spain. 

What  advantages  might  not  a  polifhed  na- 
tion 
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tion  derive  from  an  ifland,  which,  after  fatis- 
fying  the  moft  eflential  wants  of  man,  would 
ftill  farther  fupply  him  with  every  thing 
that  contributes  to  utility,  eafe,  and  even 
luxury  !  How  might  they  extend  their  va- 
rious branches  of  commerce  !  AVhat  benefits 
might  they  not  derive  from  manufaâures  cal- 
culated to  give  them  value  !  The  delicious 
wines  of  the  country,  fo  little  known,  would 
be  in  requefl  over  the  whole  world.  Its  fo- 
refls  of  pines,  oaks,  and  cedars,  under  proper 
management,  would  be  of  ufe  for  fliip-build- 
ing.  The  hufbandmen,  excited  by  the  hope 
and  certainty  of  enjoying  the  fruit  of  their 
iabours,  would  clear  out  vaft  tracts  of  walle 
land,  now  abandoned  to  fterility,  would  fow 
every  fpecies  of  grain,  increafe  their  planta- 
tions, and,  after  enriching  the  ftate,  live  in 
plenty,  in  the  bofom  of  their  numerous  fami- 
lies. Men  w^buld  multiply  without  end,  in  the 
fineft  climate  in  the  world  ;  villages  and  im- 
poveriflied  towns  would  again  become  po- 
pulous cities  ;  again  would  the  arts  return 
to  their  native  country  ^  again  would  they 
flourifh  ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  luperb  ifland 
of  Crete  revive  out  of  her  afhes.  To  pro- 
duce this  extraordinary,  this  happy  change, 
C  c   2  nothing 
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nothing  is  necelTary,   but  the  encouragement 
and  protedion  of  a  wife  government. 

Thefe  refleftions,  Madam,  are  not  the 
dreams  of  a  heated  imagination,  or  of  a  tra- 
veller who  has  haflily  pafied  through  the  coun- 
try. I  continued  in  the  illand  of  Candia  fif- 
teen months  ;  I  have  vifited  its  mountains 
and  its  piains  ;  I  am  acquainted  with  its  pro- 
ductions ;  I  know  in  what  they  are  fufceptible 
of  improvement  ;  and  I  can  afTure  you,  that 
in  the  whole  world,  there  is  no  country  that 
combines  fo  many  real  advantages.  The  lofty 
trees  of  the  frozen  regions  crown  the  fum- 
niits  of  the  mountains  ;  while  lefs  lofty  hills 
are  covered  with  the  fruit-trees  which  a»e 
common  in  our  climates  (b)  ;  the  declivities 
are  embellifhed  with  vineyards,  producing 
wines  equally  various  as  agreeable  ;  the  val- 
lies  abound  in  trees  bearing  delicious  fruits, 
many  of  wdiich  thrive  under  the  torrid  zone, 
while  the  plains  are  enriched  with  every 
fpecies    of    grain    the   earth    produces.       Ob- 

(/>)  The  apple,  chefnut,  pear,  and  cherry  trees,  thrive 
incomparably  on  the  hills  of  Crete,  and  produce  fruit  ; 
which,  if  it  be  nyt  fo  good  as  ours,  it  muft  not  be  im- 
puted to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  but  to  the  indolence  of  a 
people  who  know  nothing  of  the  art  of  grafting. 

forve, 
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ferve,  too,  that  nature  has  placed  the  fincfl 
harbours,  Palio  Caftro,  under  Cape  Solomon, 
Spina  Longa,  La  Sude,  and  Grabuge,  on  the 
eaft,  weft,  and  north  fides  of  the  illand,  as  if  its 
commerce  was  deftined  to  extend  to  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  I  (hall  add  only  one 
word  :  Crete,  placed  as  it  is,  almoft  at  an 
equal  diftance  from  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa, 
feems  the  central  point  of  thefe  three  quar- 
ters of  the  globe  ;  nor  do  I  believe  it  pof- 
fible  to  alllgn  a  more  favourable  fituation. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 


L  E  T- 
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The  following  Letters  were  intended  to 
form  a  fécond  volume,  in  which  the  author  pro- 
pofed  to  treat  on  the  other  iflands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago which  he  had  viftted.  It  has  not  been 
thought  proper  to  give  the  public  any  more  than 
thefe  three  letters,  the  author  not  having  put  the 
lafl  hand  to  the  others  before  his  death. 

To  M.  L.  M. 

1  HAVE    left,   for  fome  time.  Madam,    the 
ifland  of  Candia,  and  made  an  excurfion  into 
the  Archipelago  ;  I  fhall   now  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  this  little  voyage.     I  embarked  in  one 
of  the   decked  boats  with  which   the  Greeks 
carry  on  their  coafting  trade  in  fummer.     The 
eldeft  fon  of  M.  Breft,  vice-conful  of  ?>ance, 
at  Argentiera,    and   two   merchants    going   to 
Conftantincple,  were  of  the  party.     Our  vef- 
fel  was  but  fifteen  feet  long,   by  five  broad, 
without    either   cabin   or    deck  ;    fo   that   we 
were  obliged  to  remain  expofed  to  the  burn- 
ing rays  of  the  fun,    and  ileep  in  the  night 
without  any  other  covering  than  our  cloaks.  A 

fudden 
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fudden  fquall  might  overfet  us  ;  and  were  the 
fea  ever  fo  little  agitated,  we  miifl  be  deluged 
by  the  waves.  Before  they  leave  the  har- 
bour, indeed,  thefe  light  barks  always  wait 
for  a  fair  wind,  and  then  they  appear  to  fly 
over  the  furface  of  the  waves.  They  are 
built  to  go  both  with  oars  and  fails,  which 
is  a  double  advantage. 

You  may  poffibly  begin  to  think,  by  this 
time,  Madam,  that  this  mode  of  navigation 
is  not  the  fafeft,  and  you  are  certainly  right. 
But  that  of  the  Greeks,  who  failed  to  the 
fiege  of  Troy,  was  Hill  lefs  fo  ;  fmce,  if  we 
may  believe  Thucydides,  undoubtedly  an  au- 
thentic hiftorian  (f),  their  veffels  were  with- 
out decks.  They  were,  therefore,  obliged  to 
coafl  along  the  fhore,  and  navigate  from  cape 
to  cape  ;  unable  to  keep  the  fea  with  open 
barks,  which  the  firft  wave  might  have  lent 
to  the  bottom,  they  dragged  them  upon  land 
at  the  lead  appearance  of  a  florm,  and  waited, 
fometimes  for  whole  months,  the  return  of 
fine  weather.  Wi.rh  fuch  veflels  it  was  im- 
pofTible  to  tack,  and  the  wind  was  favourable 
for  them  only  when  right  abaft. 

(c)  Thucydides,  lib.    i.     The  Grecian  fitct,  which  failed 
for  Troy,  ccnfifted  onlv  of  vefl'eis  thit  had  no  decks. 

"VVt: 
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We  left  the  port  of  La  Sude  at  fun-rife  : 
a.  frelh  breeze  filled  our  triangular  fails,  and 
we  continued  rapidly  to  plough  the  furface  of 
the  deep.  Our  courfe  lay  towards  Argen- 
tiera.  We  long  kept  in  view  behind  us  the 
majeflic  head  of  Cape  Melee,  and  the  lofty 
mountains  of  Sphachia,  which  loft  themfelves 
in  the  clouds.  As  we  advanced,  they  di- 
minifhed  in  the  horizon,  and  about  noon 
wholly  difappeared,  leaving  us  furrounded 
only  with  the  valt  expanfe  of  fea. 

The   firft    time   you   venture  on  the  ocean 
with  thefe  little  boats,    which,    in  the  grand 
fcene  that    prefents   itfelf  to    the  eye,    appear 
like    walnut-lhells,    the    mind    is    ftruck  with 
aftonifhment.     Seated  on  the  deck,  you  touch 
with  your  hand  the  water,  foaming  under  its 
fides.     On   the  brink  of  the  abyfs,    you  feek 
in   the   horizon   a   place  of  refuge   againft  the 
tempclt  ;    but   the   eye   difcovers  nothing    but 
the  immenfity   of  the  waters   and  the  heavens, 
and    a    fentiment    of    fearful    awe    penetrates 
the    foul.      Experience,     however,     foon    dif- 
fipates  thefe   vain   terrors,  and  man,  to  whom 
habit    familiarizes     every    thing,    delights    to 
brave,    with  fuch  feeble   means,    the   fury   of 
the   waves.      The   Greek   mariners,    well   ac- 
quainted 
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quainted  with  all  the  harbours  of  the  Archi- 
pelago, and  guided  by  prudence,  put  their 
veflels  before  the  wind,  w^hen  the  temped  be- 
gins to  threaten,  and  feek  for  Ihelter  in  fome 
neighbouring  ifland.  Not  lefs  prudent  than 
their  anceftol^s  (d\  they  lay  up  their  boats  in 
harbour  during  the  winter,  and  wait  for  the 
return  of  fummer,  before  they  trufl  them- 
felves  anew  to  the  inconltant  element. 

During  the  whole  day  we  had  a  ferene  fky, 
and  a  favourable  wind,  which  enabled  us  to 
make  a  great  way,  and  at  nine  in  the  evening 
we  anchored  in  the  port  of  Argentiera,  after 
a  run  of  thirty  fea-leagues.  M.  Breft  pre- 
fented  us  to  his  father,  who  received  us  with 
great  politenefs,  and  invited  us  to  take  up  our 
refidence  in  his  houfe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

{(i)  The  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  not  having  a 
navy  like  ours,  nor  fhips  capable  of  rcfifting  tenipcfh, 
feldom  made  voyages  in  winter,  but  v/aited  till  the  fpring, 
and  the  return  of  fine  weather. 


L  E  T- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


I 


LEFT  Canea  with  an  intention  to  go  to 
Conftantinople  ;  but  on  our  arrival  at  Ar- 
gentiera,  learning  that  the  plague  was  then 
ravaging  the  capital  of  the  Ottoman  empire, 
Ï  immediately  laid  afide  my  projeâ:.  In 
vain  did  my  travelling  companions,  who  had 
bufmefs  in  that  city,  folicit  me  to  proceed 
with  them.  I  had  feen  too  much  of  the  dreadful 
eifefts  of  this  terrible  diftemper  !  The  difmal 
fcenes  I  had  witnelTed  were  ftill  prefent  to 
my  memory.  I  already  imagined  I  beheld 
the  unhappy  viûims,  flruck  as  with  light- 
ning, faddenly  dropping  down  dead  ;  others, 
with  haggard  eyes,  and  inflamed  countc- 
^nances,  expiring  in  the  convulfions  of  a  hor- 
rible delirium.  I  feemed  to  hear  the  fhrieks  of 
the  women,    and   the   bowlings  of  the  public 

mourners. 
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mourners.  Thefe  fad  fpedtacles,  which  recur- 
red to  my  imagination  in  all  their  horror,  ren- 
dered me  immovable  in  my  refolution.  I 
refilled  every  importunity,  wiflied  my  com- 
panions a  good  journey,  and  remained  at 
Argentiera. 

This  little  ifland,  which  was  formerly  called 
Cimolus,  is  only  fix  leagues  in  circumference  : 
the  foil  is  extremely  dry,  and  deftitute  of 
fprings,  nor  is  there  any  water  here  but  what 
is  collected  in  cifterns,  or  brought  from  Melos, 
an  ifiand  at  a  little  diftance  ;  the  hills,  vales, 
and  the  whole  country  llript  of  trees,  do  not 
offer  a  fingle  Ihade  to  defend  you  from  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  The  Venetians,  during  their 
war  with  the  Turks,  cut  down  all  the  olive- 
trees,  and  did  irreparable  damage  to  the 
ifland  ;  nor  do  the  prefcnt  inhabitants  dare  to 
make  frefli  plantations,  left  they  fhould  draw 
on  themfelves  heavier  impofitlons.  Thus  does 
the  Ottoman  government  uniformly  ad  to- 
wards its  fubjeds  ;  if  they  manifell  any  in. 
duftry,  it  is  immediately  taxed,  and  ftifled  in 
its  birth  ! 

Argentiera  prefents  nothing^  but  rocky 
hills,  deftitute  of  verdure,  and  vailles  pro- 
ducing worthiefs  ftirubs,  and  thorny  thickets. 

The 
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The  vales  are  generally  covered  with  a 
white  and  flat  clay,  called  by  the  ancients 
Terra  Cimolia,  or  Cimolia  Creta  (Fuller's- 
earth),  and  which  the  inhabitants  employ, 
inftead  of  foap,  to  wafli  their  linen.  This 
barren  foil  feems  but  ill  adapted  to  agriculture  ; 
yet  the  induftrious  iflanders  make  it  produce 
them  a  fubfiftence.  They  fow  barley  and  wheat 
at  the  beginning  of  autumn,  which  is  the 
rainy  feafon,  and  reap  in  March.  Their 
vineyards  on  the  hill-fides  furnifli  them  with 
fruit  only  for  the  table.  They  procure  their 
wines  from  Santorini,  Milo,  and  other  iflands 
of  the  Archipelago.  They  rear  poultry,  and 
flocks  of  goats  and  flieep,  the  flefli  of  which 
is  excellent.  The  country  affords  them  quails, 
hares  and  partridges  in  abundance.  The 
women  knit  cotton  ftockings,  and  the  men 
employ  themfelves  in  fifliing  and  navigation. 
Excellent  fifh  are  taken  round  the  ifland, 
efpecially  the  Rouget  (f),  which  is  very  delicate 
eating. 

The  little  tribe  which  inhabits  Argentiera, 
is    compofed  of  about  five   hundred   perfons. 

(f  )  This  fifli  is  well  known,  and  highly  efteemed  on  all 
the  coafls  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  it  is  met  with  at  Marfeilles 
and  Toulon,   and  throughout  Provence. 

Theif 
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Their  enjoyments  are  not  many,  but,  thanks 
to  their  induflry,  they  want  none  of  the  ne- 
ceiTaries  of  life.  This  little  ifland  indeed  does 
not  groan  under  the  immediate  opprelfions  of 
the  officers  of  the  Porte  ;  here  are  no  Agas, 
nor  Cadis.  The  Turks  would  not  venture  to 
refide  here,  as  there  is  no  fort  to  prevent  the 
Maltefe  from  making  them  prifoners,  whofe 
privateers  come  hither,  from  time  to  time,  to 
fpend  in  feafts,  entertainments,  and  pleafures 
of  every  kind,  the  money  they  have  taken 
from  the  Mahometans.  This  is  a  tribute 
they  pay  to  the  pretty  women  of  Argentiera, 
In  a  word,  the  Greeks  who  inhabit  this 
rock  would  be  happy,  were  the  Captain  Pa- 
cha but  to  forget  them  in  the  annual  contri- 
butions he  levies,  frequently  with  barbarity, 
on  the  ifiands  of  the  Archipelago.  Befides 
the  poll-tax,  to  which  all  the  Greeks  are 
fubjeâ:,  he  exads  prefents  fometimes  amount- 
ing to  the  value  of  the  tribute  ;  and  his 
officers  know  perfectly  how  to  imitate  his  ex- 
ample. Thefe  extortions  are  attended  with  the 
mod  fatal  confequences,  and  reduce  the  iflanders 
to  the  mod  extreme  mifcry. 

During  my  ftay  in  this   countrv,  I   lodged 
with   M.    Breft,    the   French    vice-conful,    an 

intel- 
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intelligent  man,  with  much  firmnefs  of  cha- 
racter, and  a  noble  and  generous  foul.  He. 
is  perfeftly  acquainted  with  all  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  has  often  ferved  as 
a  pilot  to  the  French  fhips  in  thefe  feas.  He 
has  made  himfelf  adored  by  the  inhabitants, 
by  faving  them  from  the  plunder  of  the  Cor- 
fairs,  and  by  interceding  with  the  officers  fent 
by  the  Captain  Pacha  to  lay  them  under  con- 
tribution ;  he  may  be  confidered,  therefore,  as 
the  chief  of  this  little  republic,  or  the  king 
of  the  ifland.  This  worthy  man  has  refided 
upwards  of  forty  years  at  Argentiera,  and 
has  two  fons,  the  eldeft,  whom  I  have  already 
mentioned,  and  a  younger,  now  at  fea  ;  both 
are  great  travellers,  and  well  educated  ;  they 
fpeak  French,  Italian,  Greek,  and  Turkifli 
perfectly,  and  appear  worthy  to  fucceed 
their  father.  He  has  alfo  a  daughter,  who 
is  young,  tall,  handfome,  and  of  a  mofl 
amiable  difpoiltion  ;  (he  is  the  delight  of  the 
good  old  gentleman  ;  and,  by  the  endearing 
attentions  of  filial  tendernefs,  confoles  him 
for  the  frequent  abfence  of  his  other  chil- 
dren. 

The  drefs   of  the   Greek  women  of  Argen- 
tiera is,  in  forae  particulars,  a  little  whimfical. 
I  In 
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In  France,  a  neat  leg  and  a  fmall  foot  are  in 
high  eftimation,  but  the  belles  of  Argentiera 
are  of  a  different  opinion  ;  they  fwell  out 
their  legs  by  wearing  feveral  pair  of  (lockings, 
and  appear  as  if  they  were  booted,  which 
ftrange  kind  of  ornament  they  confider  as 
an  eifential  part  of  drefs  ;  and  left  it  fhould 
be  lofl  to  the  eye,  their  garments  do  not  de- 
fcend  above  two  inches  below  the  knee. 
Thefe  too  are  fo  contrived,  as  abfoluteiy  to 
fpoil  their  fliape,  and  render  it  impoffible  to 
form  any  idea  of  the  beautiful  proportions 
with  which  they  were  formed  by  Nature.  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  can  have  in« 
duced  them  to  adopt  fo  very  extravagant  a 
drefs.  In  other  refpefts  they  are  cheerfuij^ 
lively,  and  handfome.  M.  Bred,  who  is  no 
indifferent  judge  of  beauty,  introduced  me 
into  fome  houles  where  I  was  aftonilhed  to 
find,  under  ruftic  roofs,  young  women  with 
the  mod  charming  faces.  If  you  reprefent 
to  them  that  they  difguife,  by  fuch  prepofterous 
ornaments,  fome  of  the  lovelieft  of  their  charms; 
their  anfwer  is,  "  Our  grandmothers  were  clad 
"  in  the  fame  way  ;  we  do  but  follow  the  cuf- 
"  tom."  Shall  cuflom  then  always  tyrannize 
over   reafon  ?    But    in  a  fmall    ifiand,    vrhich 

the 
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the  women  never  quit,  and  where  they  hardly 
eyer  fee  any  ftranger.s,  the  difference  of  whofe 
drefs  might  make  impreflion  on  them,  failli- 
ons,  however  abfurd,  mufl  be  unchangeable, 
nor  can  it  be  expected  that  any  individual 
fhould  dare  throw  off  the  yoke. 

Fronting  Argentiera  is  a  long  barren  rock, 
called  the  Burnt  Ifland  ;  in  the  channel  be- 
tween, fhips  find  fafe  anchoring  ;  and  fmall 
veffels  may  enter  the  harbour,  where  they  have 
fuiïîcient  depth  of  water.  This  is  the  only  land- 
ing-place, for  in  every  other  part  of  the  ifland 
the  fhore  io  fleep,  and  furrounded  by  inaccef- 
fible  rocks.  The  village,  built  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  a  pretty  lofty  eminence,  commands  the 
(hipping;  the  declivity  is  fo  fleep,  that  if  a 
battery  were  erefted  there,  to  afcend  it  would 
be  impoffible. 

Ï  have  the  honour  to  be,  kc. 


LET- 
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To  M.  L.  M. 


R 


ROM  Argentiera,  Madam,  the  ifle  of  Me- 
los  is  in  full  view,  and  is  diftant  only  half  a 
league.  Its  modern  name  is  Milo  or  Mile. 
Anciently  it  had  a  town  of  the  fame  name, 
built  by  the  Phœnicians  (f).  That  maritime 
people,  attracted  by  the  beauty  of  its  port, 
undoubtedly  made  it  an  emporium  of  their 
commerce.  This  harbour,  the  mouth  of 
which  faces  the  North  Weft,  retreats  within 
the  land,  forming  various  windings,  and  fud- 
denly  opens  out  into  a  fpacious  bafon,  irv 
which  fhips  of  all  fizes  may  anchor,  fheltered 
from  every  wind,  and  even  the  largeft  fleet 
ride  with  fafety  and  convenience. 

This  ifland  was  long  rich  and  populous, 
and   in  early  antiquity    enjoyed   perfed   free- 

(f)  Stephan.  Byzant.  The  city  of  jMelos  was  founded 
by  the  Phœnicians. — Feftus  Pom]>eius  adds,  Melo,  leav- 
ing the  coafts  of  Phcenicia,  built  thé  city  to  which  he  gave 
his  nime, 

D  d  do in. 


402  L     E     T      T     E     R  -S 

dom.     'J  he    Athenians,    unable  to   bring   the 
people  of  Mfclos  to  declare   in   their  favour,  in 
the  Peloponnefian  war,    made  a  defcent  upon 
their   coafts,    and   laid    all  wafte   before   them 
with  lire  and  fword.     Twice  did   they  fail   in 
their    enterprize  ;      but    returning    with    more 
numerous    forces,    they    laid   fiege    to    Melos, 
and  having  reduced  the  befieged  to  furrender 
at   difcretibn  (g),     put    to     the    fword"  ever)^ 
man  capable  of  bearing  arms.      lliey  fpared 
only  the    M^omen    and  children,    v/hom  they 
carried  off  into  captivity.     This   atrocious  ac- 
tion makes  us  biufh  for  humanity,  and  difho- 
nours  the  Athenian  name.     But  war'was  then 
carried  on  with  a  barbarity  of  which  we  have 
now  no  example.      Republics  know  not  how 
to  pardon,  and  always   carry  their  vengeance 
to  excefs.      Lyfaiider  the  Lacedssmohian  ge- 
neral, having,  in' his  turn,,  fubdued  the  Athe- 
nians (/;),  obliged  threin  to  recalthe  colony  they 
had  Tent  to  îvleîôs,*  and  reflored  to  theifland  the 
w  retched  remains  of  its  mhabitants. 

This   ifland  loit  "  its    liberty  when  the  Ro- 
mans,   afpiring  to  the  empire  of  the  world, 


fjrj  Strabo,  lib.  x. 

(i)  Plutarcîi,  in  Vita  Lyfandri. 

I  '  conquered 
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conquered  the  whole  Archipelago.  In  the 
partition  of  that  monarchy,  it  fell  to  the  eailern 
emperors  ;  was  afterwards  governed  by  its 
own  dukes,  and  finally  was  conquered  by  So- 
liman II.  Since  that  period  it  has  groaned 
beneath  Ottoman  defpotifm,  and  is  completely 
deprived  of  its  importance.  M.  Brefl  affured 
me,  that,  in  his  youth,  it  was  extremely  fertile 
in  corn,  wine,  and  fruits,  and  contained  up- 
wards of  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants.  M. 
Tournefort,  who  vifitcd  it  in  1700,  gives  a 
delightful  defcription  of  this  ifland.  *'  The 
"  earth,  conftantly  heated  by  fubterraneous 
"  fires,  produces,  almoft  without  intermiffion, 
"  wheat,  barley,  cotton,  exquifite  wines,  and 
"  ilelicious  melons.  Saint  Elie,  the  moll 
"  beautiful  monaftery  in  the  ifland,  and  fitu- 
"  ated  on  the  highefl  ground,  is  furrounded 
*'  by  cedars,  and  orange,  lemon,  and  fig-trees. 
"  The  gardens  are  watered  by  copious  ftreams. 
"  Olive-trees,  which  are  rare  in  other  parts, 
"  are  very  numerous  round  this  monaftery, 
*'  and  the  adjoining  vineyards  furnilh  excellent 
"  wine.  In  a  word,  all  the  productions  of 
"  the  ifland  are  of  incomparable  excellence. 
"  Its  partridges,  quails,  kids,  and  lambs,  are 
"  in  high  eftimation,  yet  extremely  cheap." 

D  d  2  Could 
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Could  M.   Tournefort   return    to   Milo,  he 
would  no  longer  find   the   beauteous   ifle   he 
has    defcribed.      He  would    ftiil    fee  the  fea- 
thered   alum,    with  fdver    threads,    fufpended 
from  the    roofs   of  caverns,  fragments  of  pure 
fulphur  filling   the  crevices,  of  the  rocks,  nu- 
merous   mineral    fprings,    hot  baths,    and   the 
fame   fires   which,     in    his    time,   heated   the 
bofom  of  the  earth,   and   rendered  it  fo  fertile. 
But   inftead    of    the    five    thoufand     Greeks 
paying     the    capitation  (/),      he    would    now 
find,   on   a  furface    of  eighteen  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference,  only   about   feven   hundred   inha- 
bitants.    He  would  figh  to  behold  the  fineft 
parts   of  the  country   without  cultivation,  and 
fertile  vailles  changed  into  moraifes.     Milo  has 

o 

alTumed  a  very  difl'erent  appearance  within  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  fifty  years.  The  plague,  evei'y 
where  propagated  by  the  Turks,  has  cut  off 
the  greatefl  part  of  its  inhabitants  ;  and  the 
deteflable  government  of  the  Porte,  and  the 
oppreffions  of  the  Captain  Pacha,  have  com- 
pleted its   deftrudion.     At  prefent,    the  want 

(;')  I  have  faid  that  aduks  alone  were  fuhjeift  to  the  capita- 
tion ;  if,  therefore,  we  add  women  and  cliildren  to  the  above 
number  of  5000,  tViere  mufl:  have  been,  in  the  time  of 
TouiDcfort,   at  leaft  20,000  fuuls. 

of 
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of  labourers  prevents  their  giving  a  free  courfe 
to  the  water,  which  ftagnating  in  the  vaU 
levs,  turns  fetid,  and  infers  the  air  with  pu» 
trid  exhalations.  The  falt-marfhes,  which 
have  multiplied  for  want  of  care,  produce  the 
fame  effect.  If  to  thefe  inconveniencies  the 
fulphureous  vapours  which  rife  on  every  fide 
are  added,  you  will  not  be  furprifed  to  learn, 
Madam,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Milo  are  tor- 
mented with  violent  fevers  durir.g  three  quar- 
ters of  the  year.  Nav,  poilibly,  they  will  be 
under  the  neccCity  of  totally  abandoning  their 
country.  Their  complexions  are  univerfally 
of  a  yellow,  pale,  and  deadly  hue  ;  nor  is 
the  look  of  health  to  be  found  in  any 
one  of  them.  The  prudent  traveller  fliould 
take  care  to  make  but  a  fliort  (lay  in  this 
unhealthy  country,  if  he  would  not  expofe 
himfelf  to  a  fever.  Only  to  fieep  a  fmgle 
night  in  the  iiland,  nay  even  to  pafs  the  day- 
there,  is  fometimes  fufficient  to  contrat  that 
difeafe. 

An  enlightened  government  might  re- 
jnove  thefe  calamities  which  have  fo  depopu- 
lated Melos.  Its  firfl  care  ought  to  be  to 
eflablifh  a  Lazaretto,  and  prevent  the  ap- 
proach of  infeâed  veflels.     Canals  fhould  then 

be 
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be  cut  to  drain  the  marfhes,  from  which  arife 
pefliferous  exhalations.  The  ifland  would 
repeople  :  for  the  fulphureous  vapours  are  not 
what  moil  render  it  defolate  ;  it  produced 
them  equally  in  the  time  of  the  ancients  (jè), 
yet  it  was  extremely  populous.  M.  Tourne- 
fort,  who  viiited  it  at  a  period  much 
nearer  the  conqueft  of  the  Turks,  and  before 
they  had  time  wholly  to  lay  it  wafte,  flill 
reckoned  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants.  To 
the  defpotifm  of  the  Turkifli  government, 
therefore,  and  its  deteftable  politics,  muft 
we  attribute  the  deHrudion  of  the  illand  of 
Melos.  Let  me  not  be  accufed  of  painting 
the  Turks  in  colours  blacker  than  they  deferve* 
I  have  travelled  through  their  empire,  I  have 
feen  the  injuries  of  every  kind  which  they 
have  done  to  the  fciences,  the  arts,  and  the 
human  race.  1  fee  them  carrying  the  plague 
Avith  them,  from  illand  to  ifiand,  from 
country  to  country,  without  fuflering  their 
eyes  to  be  opened  by  the  example  of  every 
other   nation  ;    and    Ihall   I  not  raife  my  voice 

(l)  Pliny  (lib.  xxxv.  cap.  fj-.)  Ipcaks  of  the  great 
ciuantities  of  iuIjjJiui  pruduced  at  Melos,  and  eflecins  it 
HS  the   hdi   -duy   where  to  be  found, 

againfl: 
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againft  the  abominable  indifference  of  this 
barbarous  people  !  Shall  I  not  inveigh  againft: 
their  deflructive  fatalifm,  and  endeavour  to 
find  words  fufficiently  forcible  to  paint  the 
crimes  and  horrors  of  their  government,  of 
that  government,  the  enemy  of  the  hum^an 
fpecies,  which  has  deft:royed  m.ore  men  by  its 
odious  tyranny,  than  ever  fell  by  the  fword  of 
the  moft  cruel  conquerors  !  At  the  fight  of 
thefe  melancholy  fpeftacles  my  heart  groans, 
and  is  filled  vAih  indignation  ;  my  blood  boils 
in  my  veins,  and  I  could  wifn  to  excite  all 
Europe  to  combine  againft:  thefe  Turks,  who, 
defcending  from  the  mountains  of  Armenia, 
have  cruflied  the  nations  in  their  paftVge,  and 
waded  through  rivers  of  blood  to  the  throne 
of  Conftantinople.  Nor  have  the  beautiful 
countries  they  inhabit  been  able  to  foften  the 
ferocity  of  their  characler.  Power  is  their 
law  J  their  juftice  is  the  fabre. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


THE     END. 
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.CROTARI,  convent 
of,        ■ —         Page    363 

Air,  varieties  of,  in  different 
countries,         —       294 

Alexander  Severus,  pillar 
of         —  —         6 

Amphitheatre,  ruins  of  one, 
near  Caftel  RofTo,         27 

Anaphe,  ifland  of,  53 

Aptera,  —  279 

Arcadi,  monaftcry  of,  2Ô4. 
Library  of,  267.  Wine- 
cellar,  —  ibid. 

Archbiihop  cf  Gortyna, 
power  of,         —        379 

Archery,  expertnefs  of  the 
Cretans  in,         —     179 

Argentiera,  ifland  of,  393, 
395.  NiuTiber  of  inha- 
bitants of,  396.Whinifi- 
cal  peculiarity  in  the  drefs 
of  the  women  of,        398 

Ariadiie,  in  love  with  The- 
feus,  zffvus  him  to  kill 
the  Minotaur,   248,   2 50 

Arfinoe  of  Lycia,  30 

Artemira,  Mount,  97.  Ex- 
tenfive  profpeclfrom,  ib. 


Afomatos,  nionaftery  of 
260,  264.  Entertainiricnt 
of  the  French  travellers 
there,  —  261 

Afthmatic  diloiders,  not 
known  in  Egypt,        296 

Atabyris,  Mount,      74J  97 

B 

Bartavelles,  a  kind  of  par- 
tridge in  Crete,  333,  337 
Bedchambers  ot  the  Turks, 

Benediction  of  the  new 
wines,  form  of,  as  given 
by  the  fupcrior  of  the 
monaftery  of  Arcadi,  267 

Bifhop  ( Greek)  punijlimeiit 
inflicted  on  the  Greeks 
for  one  entering  Canea 
on  horfeback,  292 

Bilhoprics  of  Crete,       379 

BrefV,  (M.)  French  vice- 
conful  at  Argentiera, 
charaâer  of,      —     397 

Bryaxis,  Coloilal  flatues  of 
his  workmarifhip  at 
Rhodes,  —  64 

Burnt  Illand,  —  4C0 
Cadifcus, 


INDEX. 


C 

Cadlfcus,  hills  of,         344 
Cadmus,  a  Phœnician  co- 
lony fettled  by,  in  Rhodes, 

Camirus,  — 

— city  of 


ibid.. 

ibid. 

See 


Candia     (idand    of) 

Crete. 
(city  °Q  origin  of, 

igi.    Etymology   of  the 

name,    ibid.    Memorable 

hege  of,  by  the  Turks, 

201 

Canf^a,  city  of,  194.    Siege 

and  tak:ng  of,  by  the 
'  Turks,  196 — 199.  De- 
"^fcription  of,  210,  283, 
"  285,  286.  Fopuloufnefs 
'-of,  287.     Forces  of  the 

Turks  there,  —  372 
Canna,    the  birth-place   of 

Prptogents,  .—  66 
Carach,  what,  89,376 
Cafos,  ifland  of,  119.  Orels 
•  and  manners  of  the  in- 
''' 'habitants,  I22>  140.  De- 

fcrip:ion  of  two  beauties 
■•'of,,  124,  13^>-  Manner 
^  bf  dancing 'there,  131, 
"  '138.     Scarcity  of  men, 

Caftel  Roflb,  id  and  ot,  20, 
"  dV-  Bai  rennefs  of  23. 
"Native  of  Provence  fet- 
^  tied  in,  24.  Antiquities 
"^hear,  27-      The -ancient 

Phoenicus,  — "  33 
Cathedral  founJed   by  1  i- 

tu?,  ruins  of  —  232 
Certiiicates,  contradi^ory. 


given  by  two  French  cap- 
tains to  a  Cafiot,         127 
Chapter  (firft)  of  the  Koran, 
fublimity  of,       —       339 
Chimaera, burning  mountain 
of  that  name,      —      46 
Chr)  fotherhis  of  Crete,  1 85 
Cifamus  —  27g 

Clifithera,  daughter  of  ido- 
meneus,  158.  Murdered 
by  the  ufurper    Leucus, 

CnofTou  (the  ancient  Cnol- 
fus)  209,  214,  215 

Cnofius,  city  of,  148,180, 
214.  A  colony  lent  thi- 
ther by  the  Romans,  189 

Coffee  poured  under  the  feet 
of  the  horfes  by  the 
Turks,  —  281 

Coloiius  of  Rhodes,  de- 
fcribed,  63.  Diinenfions 
of,  ibid.  i\ot  placed  over 
the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, 64.  Fall  of,  ibid. 
Nine  hundred  camels erh- 
ploved  to  carry  its  fiag- 
mc'nts,  65.  Or,  accord- 
ins  to  Conftantine  Pro- 
phyrogenitus. thirty  thou- 
fand,  —  ibid. 

Corycus,  —  320 

Cragtjs,   Mount,  07 

Cranes  and  fwans,  remark- 
able migration  of,         39 

Cres,  a  king  of  Crete,  who 
gave  name  to  the  illand, 

150 

Crete,  ifland  of,  144.  Peo- 
pled bv  various  colonies, 
151,   181.      Lift  of  the 
kings  of,  J52.  Laws  and 
inftitutions 
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inftitutions  of,  177.  Sci- 
ences and  aits,  182. 
Conquered  by  the  Ro- 
mans, 187.  Government 
of,  under  the  Romans, 
l88,  189.  Chriftianity 
planted  there  by  St.  Paul, 
190.  Titus  the  hr't 
bifhop,  ibid.  Bifhoprics, 
ibid.  Conquered  by  the 
Agarenians,  an  Arab  na- 
tion, ibid.  Taken  from 
the  Arabs  by  Niccphorus 
Phoca*,  ig2.  Given  to 
the  Marquis  of  Montftr- 
rat  by  the  emperor  Bald- 
win, ibid.  Sold  to  the 
Venetians,  ibid.  Invaded 
and  conquered  by  the 
Turks,  1Q3 — 207.  Mild- 
nefs  and  beauty  of  the 
climate  of,  297.  Prefent 
government  of,  370  Po- 
pulation of,  375.  Num- 
ber of  its  antitnt  inha- 
bitants eftimated,  377. 
Bifhoprics  of,  379.  Trade 
of        —         —  302 

Ctefiphon  of  Cnoflus,  one 
of  the  architects  who 
built  the  temple  of  Diana 
at  Ephefus,       —       185 

Curetés,  who,  146.  inven- 
tions of,          —          147 

CyJon,  city  of,  148,  180, 
'181,  281,  283,  284,  See 
Canea. 

D 

Da£lyli,  Idean,  who,  145. 

Inventions  of,     —     146 

Daughters  of  the    Greeks 


frequently  carried  off  by 

the  Turks,       —       340 

Delos,  ifland  of,      —     55 

Dia,   ifland  of,      1  14,    142, 

143,  208 

Diamond,  rock  of  the,     6 

Diana,   temple  of,  at  Kphe- 

fus,      185.       By    whom 

built,  —  ibid. 

Didtynna,    promontory   of, 

320.     Temple  of,    ibid. 

Diieafes  of  Crete,  31  5 

Dittany,  virtues  of,  312 — 

3H 
Drepanum,  promontory  of, 

276,   279 


Egypt,  obfervations  on  tbe 

air  and  climate  of,  295 
JEphloti,  a  ipecies  of  ferpent 

found  in  Crete,  310 

tte(  Cretans,  who,  i^i 

Europa,  explanation  of  the 

fable  of,  —  246 

Exorcifement  of  a  fliip  by 

a  Greek  prieft,  117 


Faitfa,   what, 
G 


372 


George  (St.)  monaftery  of, 
220.  Hoipitality  of  the 
monks  of,  222.  Enter- 
tainment of  the  French 
travellers  at,  ibid. 

Gira  Petra,  —         370 

Goityna,  city  of,  180,227. 
Ruins  of,  231.       Arch- 
bifhop  of,  his  power,  379  . 
Greeks, 
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Greeks,  modern,  ignorance 
of,  in  the  art  of  naviga- 
tion, 16,  17,  116.  Op- 
prefied  ftate  of,  50,  1 01. 
CharaiSter  of,   105,  141, 

2^3'  309>  375-  Super- 
ftition  of,  116.  Not  per- 
ir.itted  in  Crete  to  enter 
the  cities  on  horfebaclc, 
2Q2.  Punifhment  inflict- 
ed on  them  for  one  of 
their  bifhops  entering 
Canea  on  horfeback,  ibid. 
N  umber  of,  in  Crete,  276 
Grotro  near  the  monaltery 
ofSt.  John  in  Crete,  361 

Gunners  of  the  Turks,  un- 
fkilfulnefs  of,      —     374 

H 

Hannibal,  manner  of  his 
deceiving     the    Cretans, 

Harbour  dug  by  Deme- 
trius during  the  fiege  of 
Rhodes,  —  52 

Hclepolis  (the),  an  engine 
employed  by  Demetrius 
in  the  fiege  of  Rhodes, 
defcribcd,         —  79 

Heliades,  who,       —       55 

Heracieum  (ancient),  fitu:i- 
tion  of,  —  208 

Hierapithna,         ^-      370 


lalyfus. 
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city  of. 


56 
ibid. 


Ida  (Mount)  pidurcfque 
appearance  of,  255,  257. 
Defcripiionof,  258.  Kx- 
tenfive  profpeci  from  die 


fummit  of,  ibid.  Produc- 
tions of,         —         ibid. 

Idomeneus,  king  of  Crete, 
hiftory  of,         —         158 

Jevv   merchant  at  Retimo, 

entertainment  given  by, 

to  the  French   travellers, 

269 

John  (St.)  monaflery  of, 
359.  Pro fpects  from,  360 

Jophon  of  Cnoffus,         184 

ifmael  Aga,  character  of, 
330.  Entertainmentgiven 
by,  to  M.  Savary,       331 

Jupiter  born  in  Crete,  147, 
216.  Two  of  that  name 
kings  of  Crete,  153 

tomb  of,     —     21O 

Afphalius,     temple 

of'         .      —  55 

— Diéfîeus,  temple  of, 

151 

K 

Khandak,  what,    — •     191 
Kiopruli,  Candia  taken  by, 
204,  206 
Kyrie  eleifon  fung  by  the 
monks   of  Afomatos,  to 
entertain  the  French  tra- 
vellers, 262.     They  hu- 
moroully      return       the 
compliment  by  joining  in 
a  fong,  —      ibid^ 


Labyrinth  of  Cnoflus,  241, 

242 

■■        of  Cjortyna,  de- 

fcription  of,    233—238. 

Conje(StuFes    çoncernmg 

tho 
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the    origin    and    ufe   of, 
239 
La  Culate,     —     353,  357 
Lafthenes,  a  Cretan  chief, 
188 
Lebena,  —  228 

Leprofy,  terrible  effc£^s  of 
the,  no,  315.    Probable 
caufesof,   in  Crete,   317 
Lethe  (river)       —       230 
X<euces,  —  320 

Leucus,  the  ufurper,  de- 
prives Idomeneus  of  the 
throne  of  Crete,  158 

Life,    length  of,   how  elti- 
mated    by   the   Cretans, 
184 
Lindus,  —  5b 

(city  of)    56,  95. 

Modern  if  a  te  of,  96 

Loaxus  (river)     —       2)2 
Lucillus  of  Tarrha,       185 
Lycia  (ancient),  great  po- 
pulation of,    34..      Defo- 
latenefs    and    fterility    of 
the  fame  country  at  pre- 
fent,     —        36,   38,  50 
Lycians  (ancient),  govern- 
ment and  manners  of,  34. 

M 
Maori,  gulph  of,     —     44 
Malmfey    of    Mount    Ida, 

Marguarites,  village  of,  273 
Melee,  Cape,  281,  355 
Melos,  ifland  of,  401.    bee 

Milo. 
Merion,  —  158 

Mefl'ara,  plain  of,  226.  Fer- 
tility of,         —         ibid. 
Metagenes,  one  of  the  archi- 
xe<5ts  who  built  the  templç 


of  Diana  at  Ephefus,  185 
Metalla,  —  228 

Metellus  (Qiiintus),  Crete 
conquered  by,  li^S 

A'lich-mich,  fruit  fo  called, 
274 
Milo,  iflnnd  of,  401.     Po- 
puloufnefs  of  when    M. 
Tournefort  travelled,403 
Small   number   of  inha- 
bitants at  prcfent,      404 
Minos,   148,    153.     Laws 
of,  153.      Concradiflory 
accounts  of,   155.     Hif- 
tory   of,   ibid.      The   Ic- 
giflator  of  that  name  dif- 
ferent from  the  conquer- 
or, —  157 
Mnotaur  of  Crete,  hiflory 
of,     —     241,  245,  249 
Mouteveli    at    Rhodes,  his 
office,              —  Sg 
Mufeum  (the),  where,  279 
Myra,  city  of,        —        30 
Myrtles,  beau iiful  in  Crete, 
320.     Plain  of,          ibid. 

N 

Narcifîus,  plain  of,       353 

Navigation,     ignorance    oî 

the    modern    Greeks    in 

the  art  cf,     —       16,   17 

Nea,  ifland  of       —        ^3 

Neocorio,  —  52 

Niiyros,   ifland  of,  ic8 

Noxious     animals,      none 

found  in  Crete,  310,  312 

o 

Ocbendra,  a  ferpcnt  found 

in  Crete,         —  310 

Odero,   (St.)       — -        285 

Olive- 
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Olive  tree  almoft  loft  in 
Attica,  381.  1  hrives  in 
Crete,  —  ibid. 

Ophis,  a  fpccies  of  ferpent 
in  Crete,         ■ —         310 

Opiiiuij,  tlie  ifi  ind  ot 
Rhodes,  anc-ently  fo 
called  from  its  numerous 
ferpents,  —  57 

Oranges,  excellent  inCrete, 
352 

P 

facha,  of  Creteappeafes  an 
infurrection  by  tiis  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  288 

Paintings,    beautiful,    at 

Rhodes,  —     66,  70 

Palio  Caftro,        —         211 

Pairarus,aCretan  chief,  188 

Panormus,  —  211 

Pafiphae,  Amour   of,  with 

'1  aurus,         —  246 

Patara,   ruins  of         27,  31 

Phieftus,  city  of,     148,283 

Ptialangion    (or  tarantula), 

of  Crete,  deicribed,  310 

Pharos,  lile  of,       —         6 

Phœnice,  —  33 

Phoenicus,  harbour  of,32, 33 

Phorbas,  Rhodes  freed  trom 

ferpents  by,  57 

Pluania,  river  of,  321.   Fo- 

reft  of,  ib.   Beauty  of,  ib. 

Pompey's  Pillar,  6 

Prablus,  city  or,  283 

Protogenes,  admirable 

paintings    of,    66.      De- 

fciiption  oftheialyfus  of, 

from  PI  my,       —         67 

Pyrrhic  -  dance,      retained 


among    the    Sphachiot?, 
346.     M.nner  of,     ibid. 

Ql^iadrupeds  of  Crete,     31 1 

R 

Retimo  beficged   and  taken 


200. 

273 
148 
185 


by    the    'i  urks, 
Defciibed,         — 

Rhadamanthus, 

K  hianus  of  P>ena, 

Rhitymnia,  fee  Retimo. 

khodes  (illandof),  53.  An- 
ciently covered  bytiiefea, 
54.  1-ertilityand  trade  of, 
at  prelent,  90.  Popula- 
tion of,  92.  Revenues  of, 
94.  ijalubrious  climate 
o^  —  1 04 

— (^'fy  of),  by  whom 

built,  59.  Defcribed, 
60,  61,  62.  Coloilus 
ot  6^.  Sieg€  of,  by 
Demetrius,  79.  Hiftory 
of,  79 — 83.  Pre  fen  t  (fate 
of,  o^ — 95.  Government 
of,   under  the  Turks,  88 

Rhodians,  navigation  and 
colonies  of,  58.  Learning 
ot,  71.  Laws,  govern- 
ment and  manners  of, 
72 — 78.      Humanity  of, 

76 
Riot  (  ]  urkifli)    in   Crete, 
account  of  one,  288 

Rivers,  conjeéture  concern- 
ing —  257 
Roads  dangerous   in  Crete, 
259,  265 
Rouget  a  kind  of  iiib,   396 
Sakntum, 
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Salentum,  founded  by  Icio- 

meneus,  i6o 

Santorin,  iOand  of,  54 

Silk-worm,  new  (pecies  of, 

Soap,  manu  fa  (Stories  of,   in 
Crete,  —  382 

Spada,  cape,         —      34.3 

Sphachia,    hills    of,     343. 
Pidurcfque  piofpccl,  349 

• — ■ town  of,  ibid. 

Sphachiots,  charader   and 
manners  of,  345 

Standia,  ifland  of,  114,  142, 
143,    2C9 

Sude   (La),    bay  of,    281, 
fort  of,  —  35b 

Sufa,  cape,         —         343 

bun  rifing,  at  fea,  defcnb- 
ed,  1 1.      Setting  of,     41 

Swans  and  cranes,  remark- 
able migration  of,         3g 

Syme,  ifland  of,  ic8.  Fifhery 
for  Ipunges  there,  109. 
Village  of  the  divers, 
no.  Drefs  of  the  inha- 
bitants of,  ibid.  Lepers, 
III.  Greek  prieft  of, 
ibid. 

T 

Tarantula,  found  in  Crete, 
defcribed,  —        310 

Taurus,  the  Cretan,  Hif- 
tory  of,  245.  Gave  oc- 
calion  to  the  fable  of  the 
Minotaur,  —       247 

Telchines,  who,  55 

Tclmillur,  fituation  of,  46. 
Ruins  of  a  theatre  there. 


47.  Ruins  of  tombs  near, 

48.  Remains  of  a  caftle, 

49 
Telos,  ifland  of,  107 

Thaïes  of   Gortyna,   182. 
Perfuafive  poetry  of  183. 
Said   to   be  the  inventor 
of   the  Cretan   Pyrrhic, 
ibid. 
Theodore  (St.)  fort  of,  195 
Thcra,  ifland  of,  54 

Therafia,  ifland  of,       ibid. 
Thcrenus  (river)    148,212 
Thefeus, birth  of,244.  Kills 
theMinntaur,and  delivers 
the  Athenians  from  their 
tribute,  245 — 252 

Titans  (the)  148 

Tityru--,  hills  of,  344 

"J  lepolemus,  a  colony  fet- 
tled by,  in  Rhodes,      58 
Topigi  Bachi,  who,      371 
Trees  cut  down,  but  never 
planted  by  the  Turks, 386 
- — ~   the  origin  of  Ipnngs 
and  rivulets,       —       256 
Trinity  C('nvent,of  the,  358 
I'riton,  river  of,  21 1 

Turks,  of  Crete  not  fo  iub- 
mifFive  to  the  orders  oi 
the  Grand  Signior,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  Otto- 
man empire,  288.  Beauty 
and   fine  proportions  ot, 

Turluru  fort,  1^5 

V 

Vin  de  loi  what,  270,  ^^^ 

Violin    player,     in    Crete, 

excellent  performance  of 

one,  —  271 

Walida, 
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W 

Walida  (fultaiia),  appanage 
of,    in  Crete,     275,  345 

Wedding  procefïïon  of  the 
Greeks,  219 

Wine  of  Rhodes,  gq 

of  the  Jews  at  Rctimo, 

called  Fin  de  loi^  270,  333 

Wines  (new),  form  of  the 
bleffing  given  to,  at  the 
monaftery  of  Arcadi,  267 

Women  of  Crete,    beauty 


of,  306.    Drefs  of,  307 

Women      of     Argentiera, 

whimfical    peculiarity  in 

the  drefs  of,                 398 

X 

Xanthus,  river 
city  of. 

of,           30 
ibid. 

Youth,  Cretan,   education 
of,  —  177 
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